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Dear  Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  law,  I  have 
the  honor  herewith  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Public  Instruction,  for  the  school  year  ending  July  7,  1913, 
being  the  eightieth  report  upon  the  public  schools  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

NATHAN  0.  SCHAFFER, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 
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Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 


DEPARTMENT   OF   PUBLIC   INSTRUCTION 


To  the  Senate  and  the  House  of  Representatives, 

Gentlemen:  The  feeling  that  the  new  School  Code  should  have 
time  enough  to  show  its  workings  prevented  school  legislation  of  very 
far-reaching  scope.  Two  acts  were  passed  deserving  of  special  men- 
tion and  discussion.  One  of  these  prescribes  the  daily  reading  of  the 
Bible  in  the  public  schools.  The  other  is  designed  to  provide  a  work- 
able scheme  for  agricultural  and  industrial  education.  A  moderate 
appropriation  was  made  to  stimulate  progress  in  these  types  of  edu- 
cation. 

BIBLE  READING  IN  THE  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

The  School  Code  makes  no  mention  of  the  reading  of  the  Bible. 
Heretofore  this  was  a  question  to  be  decided  by  the  local  board  of 
school  directors.  The  last  legislature  passed  an  act  making  the  daily 
reading  of  at  least  ten  verses  from  the  Holy  Bible  obligatory  in  all 
the  public  schools  of  Pennsylvania.  The  law  does  not  specify  what 
version  is  to  be  read.  The  catholic  has  as  much  right  to  read  the 
Douay  version  as  the  protestant  has  to  read  King  James  version,  or 
the  Revised  version.  The  teachers  have  been  urged  to  select  passages 
over  which  there  is  no  doctrinal  controversy.  It  is  not  the  function 
of  the  public  schools  to  teach  religion.  That  should  be  left  to  the 
home,  to  the  Sunday  school  and  to  the  church  with  its  various  agen- 
cies. 

On  the  great  questions  of  morality  the  protestant,  the  catholic  and 
the  jew  are  in  agreement.  Passages  can  be  selected  to  enforce  the 
great  truths  which  lie  at  the  foundation  of  our  civic  and  ethical  life. 
Helps  have  been  prepared  to  aid  the  teachers  in  making  selections 
suitable  for  school  use  during  the  opening  exercises.  If  any  agnos- 
tic or  atheist  feels  that  he  can  not  comply  with  this  new  legislation, 
he  should  resign  and  seek  a  position  in  the  states  where  the  Bible 
has  been  excluded  from  the  public  schools.  Teachers  should  not 
set   their   pupils   an   example  of   lawlessness   or   law-breaking.     Of 
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course,  everything  depends  upon  the  way  and  the  spirit  in  which  the 
Bible  is  read.  It  is  sometimes  read  with  such  irreverence  and  list- 
lessness  that  the  reading  had  better  been  omitted.  It  may  be  read  to 
find  instances  of  questionable  morality  among  the  ancient  jews. 
With  children,  such  use  of  the  sacred  Scriptures  is  wrong. 

The  people  of  India  study  the  Bible  that  they  may  be  able  to 
understand  and  appreciate  Milton  and  Shakespeare.  The  study  of 
the  Bible  for  literary  purposes  is  right  and  proper.  The  teachings 
of  Jesus  may  be  studied  for  the  sake  of  pedagogic  insight  into  the 
methods  of  the  greatest  teacher  who  ever  lived.  Such  study  of  the 
Bible  is  very  helpful  to  teachers.  But  the  legislature  undoubtedly 
prescribed  Bible  reading  for  the  sake  of  ethical  instruction  and  moral 
uplift.  The  law  specifies  removal  by  the  school  board  as  the  penalty 
for  failure  to  comply  with  this  legislation. 


MOBAL  TBAINTNG. 

The  parent  or  the  teacher  who  expects  the  daily  reading  of  ten 
verses  of  the  Bible  to  solve  the  problem  of  moral  training  will  be 
sadly  disappointed. 

The  Bible  may  be  abused.  A  pious  father  made  his  boy  memorize 
five  verses  whenever  the  latter  was  disobedient,  and  if  he  was  very 
bad,  he  had  to  learn  and  recite  twenty-five  verses.  The  youth  not 
only  read  the  verses  but  learned  them  by  heart.  He  grew  up,  hating 
the  book  as  an  instrument  of  punishment  and  his  adult  life  has  been 
very  unsatisfactory. 

Much  knowledge  concerning  the  Bible  remains  mere  knowledge 
and  does  not  touch  the  heart  out  of  which  are  the  issues  of  life.  A 
boy  may  learn  the  names  and  the  number  of  the  books  in  the  Old  and 
the  New  Testament,  the  number  of  chapters  in  each  book  and  the 
number  of  verses  in  each  chapter;  but  this  knowledge  exercises  no 
influence  upon  his  moral  life.  He  may  be  taught  when  and  by  whom 
the  books  were  divided  into  chapters  and  the  chapters  into  verses,  but 
such  information,  however  interesting,  has  no  value  for  ethical  in 
struction.  Moreover  the  Bible  does  not  tell  a  boy  to  brush  his  teeth, 
to  keep  his  skin  clean,  to  avoid  cigarettes;  in  other  words,  the  read- 
ing of  the  Bible  must  be  supplemented  by  additional  instruction  upon 
the  laws  of  health  and  sanitation,  the  observance  of  which  is  a  part 
of  moral  training.  The  literature  of  the  Bible  should  be  supple- 
mented by  the  best  literature  of  the  age;--  which  may  directly  or  in- 
directly uplift  the  moral  life  of  the  individual. 

The  exclusion  of  the  Bible  from  the  schools  by  decision  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  as  in  Illinois  and  Wisconsin,  does  not  necessarily  make 
the  s'.liools  godless.  The  schools  become  godless  when  placed  in 
charge  of  a  teacher  who  is  godless.     Wherever  our  country's  history 
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is  taught  as  it  actually  transpired,  the  teacher  can  not  avoid  refer- 
ence to  onr  sense  of  dependence  upon  the  Supreme  Being  as  mani- 
fested in  the  lives  of  Columbus,  Washington,  Lincoln  and  the  other 
great  men  in  American  history.  All  These  things  may  be  freely 
admitted  without  detracting  one  iota  from  the  value  of  devout  daily 
reading  of  the  Scriptures  in  our  public  schools. 


VOCATIONAL  EDUCATION. 

Much  of  the  talk  about  vocational  education  is  calculated  to  give 
the  teachers  a  bad  conscience  with  reference  to  their  work.     The 
children  have  a  right  to  be  happy  at  school.     How  can  the  children 
be  happy  at  school  if  the  teacher  is  not  happy  in  her  work?     And 
how  can  a  teacher  be  happy,  if,  in  the  depths  of  her  heart,  she  has 
been  made  to  feel  that  her  work  is  useless  for  vocational  life?     We 
should  novo:-  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  when  pupils  are  taught  to  add 
a  column  of  figures  with  facility  and  accuracy,  or  to  write  a  letter 
without  an  error,  or  to  read  a  good  book  and  enjoy  its  contents,  or 
io  sin?  a  song  and  appreciate  good  music,  they  are  learning  what  is 
of  supreme  value  in  all  vocations,  especially  in  the  hours  which  are 
not  devoted  to  bread-winning  and  money-making.     Moreover,  every 
good  teacher  inculcates  certain  habits  known  as  school  virtues,  with- 
out which  no  one  can  hold  a  place  in  the  financial,  commercial  and 
industrial   world.     Punctuality   and    regularity,    industry   and    obe- 
dience, accuracy,  veracity  and  honesty,  and  other  traits  which  are 
essential  to  success,  are  fundamentally  habits  which,  when  the  will 
enters  into  them  and  makes  them  a  matter  of  duty,  becomes  virtues, 
whilst  their  neglect  gives  rise  to  the  vices  which  in  the  end  spell  fail- 
ure.    The  very  atmosphere  of  a  good  school  fits  for  vocational  life 
and  it  is  natural  that  the  boys  and  the  girls  who  have  been  faithful 
at  school  should  he  preferred  above  truants  and  laggards  by  employ- 
ers of  labor  in  all  the  vocations  of  civilized  society.     Nevertheless. 
\\,0-  e  }s  growing  a  feeling  that  the  schools  should  give  a  more  definite 
preparation   for  the  trades,   crafts,  industries  and  pursuits  of  the 
home,  the  farm,  the  shop  and  the  factory.     The  industries  are  making 
greater  and  greater  demands  upon  the  workman.     The  increased  cost 
of  living  is  making  the  duty  of  home-making  more  difficult  and  is 
creating  a  demand  for  bi<r?.;e^  and  better  results  in  the  tilling  of  the 
soil  and  the  yield  per  acre.     This  led  to  the  passage  of  the  law  for 
vocational  education  and  a  legislative  appropriation  to  make  its  pro- 
visions  operative.     The   law   defines   vocational    education    and    its 
three  distinct  phases,  for  which  State  aid  is  granted. 

Since  (he  signing  of  the  appropriation  bill  by  Governor  Tener,  four 
bulletins  have  been  prepared.  These  bulletins  contain  the  rules  and 
regulations  governing  the  vocational  schools  and  departments.     In 
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addition  to  these  bulletins,  a  series  of  lessons  in  mining  subjects  for 
the  evening  mining  schools  have  been  outlined.  The  preparation  of 
these  was  made  necessary  because  of  the  lack  at  the  present  time  of 
books  on  these  subjects  suitable  to  the  needs  of  the  workman. 

AGRICULTURAL  EDUCATION. 

The  School  Code  of  1911  made  the  teaching  of  agriculture  compul- 
sory in  all  township  high  schools.  (Some  school  districts,  not  realiz- 
ing at  that  time  the  purpose  for  which  this  subject  was  introduced, 
failed  to  appreciate  its  value  and  some  were  even  loath  to  comply 
with  the  provisions  of  the  law.  The  close  of  the  school  year  1912- 
1913  finds  school  districts  that  maintain  township  high  schools  earn- 
estly engaged  in  the  promotion  of  agricultural  instruction.  Many  of 
the  borough  high  schools  have  incorporated  this  subject  in  the  curric- 
ulum of  study,  not  because  it  is  required  by  statute  law,  but  be- 
cause of  the  public  demand  for  it.  Public  interest  and  public  appre- 
ciation of  the  value  of  agricultural  instruction  have  developed  to 
such  an  extent  that  this  subject  is  now  a  vital  and  integral  part  of 
the  course  of  study  of  the  rural  schools  of  the  State. 

THREE  TYPES  OF  PUBLIC  SCHOOL  AGRICULTURE. 

Three  types  or  forms  of  agricultural  instruction  appear  in  public 
school  work.  Tn  all  three  of  these  types  it  is  the  same  agriculture, 
though  taught  under  different  conditions,  and  by  different  methods. 

RURAL   SCHOOL  AGRICULTURE. 

In  the  rural  schools  agriculture  is  taught  in  the  seventh  and  eighth 
grades,  usually  by  combining  the  two  classes,  this  being  done  because 
of  small  classes  and  also  in  order  to  save  time  on  the  part  of  the 
teacher.  This  work  has  consisted  quite  largely  in  the  past  of  recita- 
tion work,  but  more  practical  work  in  the  way  of  seed  corn  selection, 
germination  tests,  soil  and  fertilizer  experiments,  pruning  and  spray- 
ing exercises  is  now  undertaken  in  an  enthusiastic  manner.  This  is 
also  supplemented  by  inspection  trips  to  nearby  fields,  poultry  farms, 
dairy  herds  and  by  attendance  at  orchard  demonstrations  conducted 
by  members  of  the  State  Department  of  Agriculture.  That  much  of 
value  can  be  learned  outside  of  the  school  walls  is  recognized  by  our 
progressive  rural  school  teachers. 

HIGH  SCHOOL  AGRICULTURE. 

In  the  high  school  agriculture  is  taught  for  a  period  of  one  year, 
in  some  high  schools  for  only  half  a  year.  The  work  in  the  high 
school  consists  of  recitations,  discussions,  reference  reading,  experi- 
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merits,  field  trips  and  demonstrations.  The  work  in  the  high  school 
differs  somewhat  from  the  work  in  the  rural  school,  because  the 
pupils  of  the  former  are  more  mature  than  those  in  the  latter.  More 
time  is  also  given  to  the  subject  and  there  is  usually  more  or  less  ap- 
paratus available  for  carrying  on  various  experiments. 

The  purpose  of  incorporating  agriculture  in  the  course  of  study 
in  both  the  rural  and  the  high  school  is  to  tea'ch  fundamental  princi- 
ples underlying  some  of  our  common  farm  practices.  But  its  pur- 
pose is  greater  than  that  and  of  more  value.  Its  real  purpose  is  the 
awakening  of  the  child's  mind  to  the  wonders  and  laws  of  nature. 
To  create  on  the  part  of  the  pupil  the  receptive  mind  and  the  scien- 
tific attitude  is  its  real  purpose. 

VOCATIONAL  AGRICULTURE. 

The  third  type  of  public  school  agriculture  is  that  known  as  voca- 
tional agriculture.  This  type  of  agricultural  instruction  has  for  its 
purpose  the  training  of  boys  for  "occupations  connected  with  the  till- 
age of  the  soil,  forestry  or  other  productive  work  on  the  farm."  It 
prepares  for  the  vocation  of  farming  and  is,  therefore,  one  form  of 
vocational  training.  It  is  provided  for  by  the  vocational  education 
act  passed  by  the  legislature  of  1913.  The  rules  and  regulations 
drawn  up  in  accordance  with  this  law  provide  that  agricultural 
schools  or  departments  may  be  established  under  certain  conditions 
where  there  is  need  for  this  type  of  instruction.  It  is  the  pupil 
needing  the  instruction  and  not  the  subject  of  agriculture  itself  that 
determines  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  such  training.  In 
the  agricultural  schools  established  under  this  law  one-half  of  the 
time  of  the  pupils  enrolled  in  such  courses  must  be  spent  in  the  study 
cf  practical  subjects.  This  work  is  supplemented  by  academic  and 
related  technical  subjects.  The  qualifications  of  teachers  in  charge 
of  such  schools  or  departments  must  be  approved  by  the  State  author- 
ities. An  appropriation  was  made  by  the  last  legislature  for  the  pur 
pose  of  aiding  in  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  this  and 
other  forms  of  vocational  education.  Bulletins,  entitled  "Voca- 
tional Education  in  Pennsylvania."  and  "Agricultural  Schools  and 
Departments"  have  been  prepared  for  distribution.  These  bulletins 
contain  a  copy  of  the  vocational  education  law  and  the  rules  and 
regulations  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  that  law. 

AGRICULTURAL  SCHOOLS. 

Five  school  districts  have  already  taken  advantage  of  the  appro- 
priation for  vocational  agricultural  schools,  each  having  established 
i  department  of  agriculture  in  connection  with  the  high  school. 
These  departments  are  in  charge  of  agricultural  teachers  who  are 
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well  qualified  for  this  type  of  work;  in  nearly  every  case  the  teacher 
selected  was  bom  and  raised  on  a  farm  and  had  graduated  from  ;i 
first  class  agricultural  college.  Most  of  them  have  had  from  three 
to  five  years'  teaching  experience  in  addition.  The  teachers  are  em- 
ployed for  twelve  months,  their  duty  during  the  summer  months 
being  supervision  and  instruction  in  connection  with  agricultural 
projects.  There  are  many  high  schools  in  a  number  of  the  counties 
that  have  already  made  their  plans  to  start  similar  agricultural  de- 
partments, beginning  next  fall. 

The  five  schools  above  referred  to  are  as  follows:  Honesclale  in 
Wayne  county,  Montrose  in  Susquehanna  county,  Troy  in  Bradford 
county,  Waterford  in  Erie  county  and  Mt.  Pleasant  Township  in 
Westmoreland  county.  The  agricultural  departments  in  these  high 
schools  are  well  equipped  with  apparatus  and  supplies  for  carrying 
on  the  work  in  a  very  practical  and  efficient  manner.  Shop  work  is  a 
valuable  part  of  the  training  in  Uiese  departments. 

BOYS'  AND  GIRLS'  CLUBS. 

Boys  and  girls'  agricultural  clubs  have  been  formed  in  many  of  the 
counties  of  this  State  and  some  very  interesting  and  valuable  work 
has  been  carried  on  in  connection  with  them.  Thousands  of  ears  of 
seed  corn  have  been  selected  by  the  several  thousand  boys  and  girls 
enrolled  in  these  clubs.  Corn  selection  contests  and  corn  growing 
contests  have  been  organized  in  many  counties  of  the  State.  In  some 
counties  they  have  been  in  successful  operation  for  several  years.  A 
number  of  the  county  superintendents  have  arranged  agricultural 
contests  and  exhibits  in  connection  with  the  annual  county  insti- 
tute. Corn  and  potato  contests  are  the  most  common.  In  the  coun- 
ties where  there  is  a  county  agriculturist  the  county  superintendent 
has  received  the  hearty  co-operation  of  this  official  and  his  services 
have  proved  to  be  very  valuable.  Bread  and  cake  baking  contests 
and  sewing  contests  for  the  girls  are  in  successful  operation. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  RURAL  SCHOOLS. 

One  of  the  most  hopeful  signs  in  connection  with  the  local  adminis- 
tration of  our  schools  is  the  interest  manifested  in  the  improvement 
of  the  physical  conditions  of  the  schools.  There  is  a  very  earnest 
endeavor  in  all  parts  of  the  State  to  make  the  school  grounds  and 
buildings  more  attractive  and  more  sanitary.  The  school  buildings 
are  being  put  into  a  good  state  of  repair.  Paint  is  applied  within 
and  without  the  building.  In  compliance  with  the  new  laws  heating 
and  ventilating  systems  have  been  installed.  The  sanitary  drinking 
fountain  has  taken  the  place  of  the  microbe  cup.  The  interiors  of 
school  buildings  are  made  more  attractive,  a  few,  well  framed,  well 
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chosen  pictures  taking  the  place  on  the  walls  of  the  many  that  were 
gaudy  and  unframed.  Concrete  porches  and  walks  are  replacing 
rickety  stoops  and  muddy  paths.  In  many  cases  school  grounds  are 
being  enlarged  to  permit  of  a  grass  plot  and  a  play  ground.  In  the 
schools  of  two  or  three  of  the  counties,  planting  plans  have  been 
drawn  up  for  the  beautification  of  the  school  grounds.  In  one  of 
the  counties  a  school  improvement  contest  has  been  organized.  Prizes 
for  the  same  have  been  furnished  by  some  of  the  leading  banks  of  the 
county. 

COOPERATION   OF   AGRICULTURAL   FORCES. 

One  of  the  most  hopeful  signs  in  connection  with  agricultural 
instruction  in  the  public  schools  is  the  hearty  co-operation  given  to 
the  schools  by  the  various  agricultural  forces  of  the  State.  The 
Pennsylvania  State  College  of  Agriculture,  the  State  Department  of 
Agriculture,  through  its  orchard  demonstrations  and  farmers'  insti- 
tute workers  and  others,  and  the  county  agriculturists,  are  all  heart- 
ily co-operating  with  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  and  the 
State  Board  of  Education  for  tbe  furtherance  of  this  work.  This  is 
indeed  fortunate  and  means  much  for  the  advancement  of  agricul- 
ture in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

DEVELOPMENT  OF  RURAL  EDUCATION. 

The  attention  of  the  educational  world  is  centered  as  never  before 
upon  the  rural  schools.  This  school  has  proved  in  the  past  to  be  an 
efficient  unit  and  may  still  continue  to  be  as  efficient  in  the  future, 
but  its  methods  must  be  revised  to  meet  the  changing  economic  con- 
ditions. 

In  some  districts  the  consolidated  school  will  prove  to  be  more 
efficient  than  the  one-room  school.  Tbe  consolidation  of  schools  does 
not  usually  produce  cheaper  schools  but  it  almost  invariably  pro- 
duces better  schools. 

The  introduction  of  agriculture  in  the  rural  school  is  an  attempt 
to  gradually  revise  the  work  of  the  school  so  that  its  instruction  shall 
be  in  terms  of  the  environment  of  the  pupils,  and  furthermore  that 
it  may  the  better  prepare  those  pupils  for  the  environment  in  which 
they  find  themselves  and  in  which  most  of  them  will  con- 
tinue. This  subject  has  been  incorporated  into  the  school, 
not  by  means  of  superimposing  it  upon  a  curriculum  al- 
ready full,  but  by  means  of  a  gradual  revision  of  the  course  accom- 
panied by  a  closer  correlation  of  the  various  subjects  in  the  course. 
The  development  along  this  line  will  be  evolutionary  rather  than  re- 
volutionary in  its  character. 
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TRAINING  OF  TEACHERS. 

The  introduction  of  agriculture  into  the  public  schools  has  been 
retarded  by  the  lack  of  preparation  on  the  part  of  the  teachers.  The 
opportunities  for  receiving  this  training  are  rapidly  increasing. 
There  are  several  summer  schools  in  the  State  that  are  now  offering 
instruction  in  agriculture  to  teachers,  and  the  normal  schools  have 
included  this  subject  in  the  course  of  study.  It  will  be  necessary  to 
depend  upon  the  agricultural  colleges  for  the  training  of  teachers 
for  the  vocational  agricultural  schools.  We  must,  however,  depend 
upon  the  normal  schools  for  the  training  in  agriculture  of  our  rural 
school  teachers.  The  rapidity  with  which  this  work  will  develop 
in  our  public  schools  will  depend  upon  the  training  of  our  teachers. 

INDUSTRIAL  EDUCATION.    (EVENING  INDUSTRIAL 

SCHOOLS). 

During  the  past  year  a  great  deal  of  time  and  thought  has  been 
devoted  to  the  organization  of  the  evening  industrial  schools.  The 
evening  industrial  school  was  given  first  attention  because  in  our 
estimation  it  is  the  only  means  that  we  have  at  the  present  time  of 
meeting  the  present  day  needs  of  the  workman.  It  is  impossible  for 
the  man  or  woman  now  working  in  the  industries  to  attend  the  day 
school.  We  are  not  altogether  convinced  of  the  efficiency  of  the  day 
continuation  school  and  until  we  have  had  an  opportunity  to  work 
out  a  system  of  day  continuation  schools  little  will  be  done  towards 
organizing  these  schools.  Last  year  with  the  hearty  co-operation  of 
the  mining  institutes  and  the  local  school  authorities  evening  schools 
were  opened  for  mine  workers  in  Shamokin,  Mount  Carmel,  Coal 
Township,  Brady,  Sagon,  Kulpmont,  Exchange,  Diamond  Town,  Nan- 
ticoke,  Alden,  Wanamie,  Glenlyon  in  the  anthracite  district,  and 
Ellsworth  and  Cokesburg  in  the  bituminous  region. 

Last  year  for  the  first  time  the  public  school  authorities  attempted 
to  conduct  such  schools.  In  these  schools  for  mine  workers,  mine 
gases,  mine  ventilation,  mining  arithmetic  and  mining  law  were 
taught.  In  addition  to  these  subjects  discussions  on  mining  topics 
were  given  from  time  to  time  by  superintendents,  mine  foremen  and 
inside  bosses.  In  the  anthracite  region  the  mining  institutes  were 
very  active  in  stimulating  the  interest  of  the  men  in  the  schools. 
In  order  to  assist  the  local  school  authorities  in  maintaining  the  en- 
rollment, the  institutes  employed,  at  their  own  expense,  men  for  one 
week  out  of  every  month  while  the  schools  were  in  session.  These 
men  visited  the  various  collieries  where  the  students  were  employed, 
thus  they  were  able  to  keep  in  close  touch  with  the  individuals  and 
keep  a  large  number  in  school  who  otherwise  would  have  dropped 
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out.  At  the  close  of  the  evening  classes  examinations  were  held  and 
certificates  were  granted  to  one  hundred  and  eighty  members.  From 
the  Nanticoke  and  Glenlyon  schools  twenty-eight  men  took  the  ex- 
amination for  assistant  mine  foreman's  certificate,  twenty-four  of 
whom  passed.  From  the  Mount  Carmel  and  Shamokin  schools  two 
men  passed  the  examination  for  mine  foreman's  certificate  and  six 
men  received  the  assistant  mine  foreman's  certificate.  At  Ells- 
worth three  men  took  the  examination  and  passed  for  assistant  mine 
foreman's  certificate.  In  the  Nanticoke  and  Glenlyon  districts  a 
total  enrollment  of  six  hundred  and  fifty-seven  for  1912-1913,  an  in- 
crease of  five  hundred  and  twenty-nine  over  the  previous  year.  The 
average  attendance  for  the  year  1912  was  thirty  per  cent.  The 
Mount  Carmel  and  Shamokin  districts  had  an  enrollment  of  seven 
hundred  and  sixty-three,  with  an  average  attendance  of  thirty-four 
per  cent.  Mount  Carmel  conducted  a  class  for  non-English  speaking 
adults  which  was  a  great  success. 

The  above  mentioned  have  opened  mining  schools  for  the  years 
1913-1914.  Nesquehoning  and  Shickshinny,  Lykens,  Wiconisco  and 
Williamstown  have  organized  evening  industrial  schools  for  miners. 
Wilkes-Barre  has  organized  an  evening  school  for  machinists.  Wil- 
liamsport,  Philadelphia  and  Pittsburgh  are  conducting  evening  in- 
dustrial classes.  The  teachers  for  the  evening  industrial  schools  are 
recruited  from  the  ranks  of  the  men  employed  in  the  industries.  So 
far  we  have  been  able  to  secure  men  who  have  had  from  six  to  twenty- 
one  year's  experience.  It  is  true  they  lack  the  teaching  experience, 
yet  with  organized  lessons  in  their  hands  they  are  doing  remarkably 
well  at  the  present  time. 

HOUSEHOLD  ARTS. 

Gettysburg,  Waynesboro  and  Titusville  have  organized  day  house- 
hold arts  schools  under  the  act  number  92  of  the  session  of  1913. 
Williamsport,  Shamokin  and  Nanticoke  have  organized  evening 
classes  in  homemaking  and  child  nursing  for  the  year  1913-1914. 

DAY  INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOLS. 

Successful  day  industrial  schools  have  been  conducted  in  Phila- 
delphia and  Pittsburgh.  Several  other  cities  or  districts  have  signi- 
fied their  intention  of  organizing  their  work  so  as  to  qualify  under 
the  vocational  education  law. 

INVESTIGATION. 

Special  investigations  to  determine  the  need  for  industrial  educa- 
tion and  the  character  of  the  work  have  been  conducted  at  Palmer- 
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ton,  Carbon  county,  Heilwood,  Indiana  county,  New  Kensington, 
Westmoreland  county  and  Lancaster,  Lancaster  county,  the  rural 
districts  of  Jefferson  county  and  New  Wilmington,  Lawrence  county. 

CONFERENCES. 

Frequent  conferences  have  been  held  with  the  persons  having  su- 
pervision of  vocational  education  in  the  other  States.  Much  helpful 
information  has  been  secured  from  these  conferences  and  from  the 
National  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Industrial  Education. 

MANUAL  TRAINING. 

Manual  training  is  becoming  more  and  more  popular  in  the  va- 
rious school  districts.  Many  school  districts  have  in  the  past  year 
purchased  equipment  and  employed  teachers  for  the  purpose  of 
teaching  manual  training. 

From  our  observation  of  the  manual  training  work,  we  are  con- 
vinced that  a  large  percentage  of  it  is  not  as  valuable  as  it  should 
be.  This  is  due  to  several  causes,  among  which  one  may  mention  (1) 
the  training  of  the  teachers,  (2)  the  lack  of  a  definite  idea  as  to  the 
real  function  of  manual  training  in  the  public  schools.  A  great 
many  teachers  of  manual  training  have  been  limited  in  their  prepara- 
tion to  such  work  as  they  would  receive  in  one  or  two  summers  at 
a  summer  school.  While  we  do  not  wish  to  disparage  the  services 
which  these  summer  schools  render  to  the  teacher,  yet  we  are  firmly 
convinced  that  it  will  require  more  than  twelve  or  twenty-four  weeks 
of  intensive  work  to  fit  a  person  to  teach  manual  training.  Too  few 
of  the  teachers  of  manual  training  have  had  actual  experience  with 
industrial  conditions.  Frequently  the  processes  used  in  the  shop 
are  methods  which  are  found  in  manual  training  shops  only  and  not 
in  commercial  shops. 

Very  few  people  have  a  clear  idea  as  to  the  function  of  manual 
training  in  the  public  schools.  In  some  instances  the  exercises  are 
abstract  and  have  no  definite  relation  to  the  every  day  experiences  of 
the  boy.  In  other  cases  the  work  is  too  mechanical.  The  design- 
ing and  making  of  the  drawings  were  done  by  the  teacher,  while  the 
pupil  takes  the  idea  which  is  handed  to  him  and  constructs  an  article 
which  is  not  his  in  every  sense  of  the  word.  Too  much  attention  is 
paid  in  some  instances  to  exhibition  work.  Exhibitions  are  good 
things  to  stimulate  the  interest  of  the  people,  but  they  should  be 
exhibitions  of  the  work  of  the  pupil  rather  than  exhibitions  of  the 
work  of  the  teacher. 

In  order  to  assist  the  teacher  of  manual  training  and  to  make  clear 
what  we  believe  to  be  the  real  function  of  manual  training— to 
o-ive  the  boy  a  variety  of  experiences  before  he  reaches  the  age  of 
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fourteen  or  sixteen,  so  that  when  he  reaches  the  point  where  he  must 
make  a  decision  as  to  his  life's  occupation,  he  will  have  a  back 
ground  to  draw  from  which  will  better  enable  him  to  make  an  in- 
telligent choice — the  department  is  preparing  a  pamphlet  which  will 
contain  not  less  than  six  different  manual  training  courses. 

DOMESTIC  SCIENCE. 

The  number  of  school  districts  which  are  offering  domestic  science 
courses  is  gradually  increasing.  Many  districts  are  limiting  this 
work  to  the  high  schools,  when,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  should  be 
placed  in  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades,  for  at  this  period  many  of 
the  girls  leave  school  with  no  intention  whatever  of  returning  to  the 
high  school  to  take  up  advanced  work.  The  domestic  science  course 
in  order  to  be  of  service  to  the  community  should  reach  the  large 
group  which  leaves  school  at  the  age  of  fourteen.  Unfortunately, 
some  work  given  is  of  such  a  character  as  to  be  of  little  profit  to  the 
child.  Too  much  attention  is  paid  to  the  preparation  of  dainties 
and  unseasonable  food  and  not  enough  to  the  preparation  of  plain 
substantial  foods.  In  many  instances  too  little  time  is  spent  on  this 
practical  work.  It  is  hardly  worth  while  to  give  it  unless  sufficient 
time  be  allowed  for  the  completion  of  a  number  of  projects. 

The  unpractical  nature  of  the  instruction  in  domestic  science  is 
due  to  several  causes:  (1)  many  teachers  have  had  no  actual  ex- 
perience in  the  home  and  are  dependent  entirely  upon  the  information 
they  secure  while  in  a  domestic  science  school.  (2)  Other  teachers 
have  sought  to  fit  themselves  for  teaching  domestic  science  by  taking 
a  twelve  weeks'  course.  It  goes  without  argument  that  few  teach- 
ers can  be  prepared  in  twelve  weeks  or  a  year  to  reach  the  subject 
properly. 

As  a  result  of  the  investigation  of  the  last  two  years,  it  is  evident 
(1)  That  a  more  rigid  system  of  certification  for  manual  training 
and  domestic  science  teachers  is  needed.  (2)  That  the  work  in  domes- 
tic science  and  manual  training  should  be  made  more  practical  so  as 
to  meet  the  needs  of  the  community.  (3)  That  the  evening  indus- 
trial and  household  arts  schools  are  destined  to  be  great  factors  in 
preparing  the  workers  of  to-day  for  the  positions  of  to-morrow.  (4) 
That  the  evening  industrial  schools  will  serve  a  larger  group  than 
any  other  form  of  industrial  schools  which  we  have  at  the  present 
time. 

MORE  MONEY  FOR  SCHOOLS. 

Good  schools -cost  money.  Cheap  schools  never  yield  an  adequate 
return  for  the  money  taken  from  the  purses  of  the  taxpayers.  The 
money  which  is  needed  to  give  our  children  adequate  school  facili- 
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ties  must  come  from  two  sources:  local  taxes  and  legislative  appro- 
priations. Where  pupils  are  put  on  half  time,  as  in  two  of  our  cities 
and  in  several  rural  districts  there  is  need  for  larger  school  loans, 
for  new  school  buildings,  and  for  increased  teaching  force,  if  the 
schools  are  to  be  kept  abreast  of  the  times. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

NATHAN  C.  SCHAEFFER, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 
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STATISTICAL  STATEMENT 


RELATING    TO    THE    PUBLIC    SCHOOLS    OF    PENNSYLVANIA    FOR    THE 
SCHOOL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30,   1913,  INCLUDING  PHILADELPHIA 


Number  of  school  districts  in  the  State, 2>552 

Number  of  school  houses,    15>w  2 

Number  of  schools,    •. ^'^i 

Number  of  first  grade  high  schools,   ^ 

Number  of  second  grade  high  schools,  283 

Number  of  third  grade  high  schools,   415 

Number  of  county  superintendents,   66 

Number  of  district  superintendents,    

Number  of  male  teachers,   o,&** 

Number  of  female  teachers,    29,734 

Whole  number  of  teachers,    37,956 

Average  salary  of  male  teachers  per  month,   $65  82 

Average  salary  of  female  teachers  per  month,  $48  69 

Average  length  of  school  term  in  months,  8  58 

Whole  number  of  pupils,    1,343,055 

Average  number  of  pupils  in  daily  attendance,  1,074,456 

Cost  of  school  houses,  buildings,  renting,  etc., $8,060,063  05 

Teachers'   wages,    $22,485,823  86 

Cost  of  Text  Books,    $1,157,930  27 

Cost  of  school  supplies  other  than  text  books,  includ- 
ing maps,  globes,  etc.,  $1,579,870  54 

Salaries  of  secretaries  of  school  boards $259,551  30 

Fees  of  treasurers  of  school  boards,   $239,344  14 

Cost  of  enforcement  of  compulsory  attendance  law,  .  $165,357  90 

All  other  expenses,    $12,630,040  40 

Total  expenditures,    $46,577,98156 

Regular   appropriation    to    common    schools   for   the 

school  year  ending  June  30,  1913,  $6,774,000  00 

Appropriation  for  free  tuition  of  students  in  State 
Normal  Schools  for  school  year  ending  June  30, 

1913                           $300,000  00 

Appropriation  to  Philadelphia  Normal  Schools,   ....  $36,000  00 

Appropriation  to  pay  tuition  of  non-resident  pupils,  $50,000  00 

Appropriation  for  township  and  borough  high  schools,  $225,000  00 

Appropriation  for  county  superintendents'  salaries,  .  $115,000  00 

(15) 
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I  (cms  compared  with  those  of  the  preceding  year  ending  June  30, 
1912,  Philadelphia  included. 

Increase  in  number  of  schools,  888 

Increase  in  number  of  male  teachers,  68 

Increase  in  number  of  female  teachers,   943 

Increase  in  salary  of  male  teachers,  per  month,   ....  .78 

Increase  in  salary  of  female  teachers,  per  month,  ....  .28 

Increase  in  length  of  school  term,   .01 

Increase  in  number  of  pupils,   20,801 

Increase  in  teachers'  wages,   $1,348,138  49 

Increase  in  cost  of  building,  purchasing  and  renting,  $750,535  52 

Condition  of  System,  not  including  Philadelphia,  with  comparisons: 

Number  of  districts,    2,551  Increase  17 

Number   of    schools,    31,879  Increase  727 

Number  of  pupils,    1,155,638  Increase  16,021 

Average   daily   attendance,               910,048     Increase  8,105 

Per   cent,   of  attendance,    ...                         87  0 
Average     length     of     school 

term  in  months,    8  37  Increase  .01 

Number  of  male  teachers,    .                    7,749  Increase  34 

Number  of  female   teachers,                  25,479  Increase  816 

Whole   number    of   teachers,                  33,228  Increase  850 
Average     salary     of     male 

teachers   per   month,    $64  45  Increase  .80 

Average    salary    of     female 

teachers   per   month,    $48  21  Increase  .28 

Purchasing       building,       re- 
pairing    houses,     renting, 

etc,    $6,196^080  94  Increase  $162,639  74 

Teachers   Wages,    $18,042,447  91    Increase  $1,474,688  38 

Cost  of  school* text  books,  ..        $977,168  59  Increase  $87,776  12 
Cost  of  school  supplies  other 

than  text  books,    $1,151,340  25  Increase  $14,276  17 

Salaries  of  secretaries,    ....        $255,051  30  Decrease  $10,648  8S 
Cost  of  enforcement  of  com- 
pulsory attendance  law,    .        $109,782  37 

Fees  of  treasurer,    $239,344  14  Decrease  $3,832  08 

All  other  expenses $11,048,174  64  Increase  $857,491  65 

Total   expenditures,    $38,019,390  14  Increase  $2,692,173  47 

Average     number     of     mills 

levied     8.72     Increase  .24 

Amount'  of  tax  levied,    ....  $25,461,020  03  Increase  $2,923,268  05 
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PHILADELPHIA. 

Number  of  schools,    4,7wc. 

Number  of  male  teachers,   473 

Number  of  female  teachers,    . . 4>255 

Average  salary  of  male  teachers  per  month, $156  00 

Average  salary  of  female  teachers  per  month,   fSO  00 

Number  of  pupils  in  school  at  end  of  year, 187,407 

Average  attendance, ^  164,408 

Cost  of  school  houses,  purchasing,  renting,  etc., $1,863,982  11 

Teachers'   wages,    $4,443,375  95 

Cost  of  school  text  books, $180,761  68 

Cost  of  school  supplies  other  than  text  books,  $428,530  29 

Salary  of  secretary,    $4,500  00 

Cost  of  enforcement  of  compulsory  attendance  law,  .  .  $55,575  63 

All  other  expenses,    $1,581,865  76 

Total  expenditures,    $8,558,591  42 

PITTSBURGH. 

Number  of  schools,    2,100 

Number  of  male  teachers,   234 

Number  of  female  teachers,  1,SQQ 

Average  salary  of  male  teachers  per  month, $175  80 

Average  salary  of  female  teachers  per  month,   $88  85 

Number  of  pupils  in  school  at  end  of  year, 79,869 

Average  attendance,    • 62,317 

Cost  of  school  houses,  purchasing,  renting,  etc.,   $1,117,445  92 

Teachers'    wages,    $2,377,952  39 

( tost  of  school  text  books,   $53,387  41 

Cost  of  school  supplies  other  than  text  books, $140,465  23 

Salary  of  secretary,  $5,000  00 

Fees  of  treasurer,    $4,000  00 

All  other  expenses $1,199,981  78 

Total  expenditures, $4,898,232  73 
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REPORTS  OF  COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENTS 


ADAMS  COUNTY— H.  Milton  Roth. 


Educational  Meetings. 

The  twelfth  annual  summer  meeting  of  the  teachers  of  the  county 
was  held  in  Brua  Chapel,  Gettysburg,  Tuesday,  August  27th,  1912. 
The  meeting  was  attended  by  one  hundred  thirty-eight  teachers  and 
a  large  number  of  patrons  and  friends.  T  was  very  ably  assisted  by 
the  following  proficient  educators  who  spoke  on  timely  topics  and 
gave  most  valuable  helps  and  suggestions:  Miss  Sarah  Phillips 
Thomas,  Department  of  Scientific  Temperance  Instruction  of  the 
Pennsylvania  W.  C.  T.  U.,  spoke  on  "Teaching  Physiology  and  Hy- 
giene," and  "The  Making  of  a  Man ;"  High  School  Inspector  W.  M. 
Denison  gave  a  practical  address  on  "Stress  Points  in  Teaching"  and 
conducted  a  Round  Table  with  the  principals  and  high  school  teach- 
ers; Millard  B.  King,  Industrial  Expert,  outlined  the  work  of  that 
side  of  education  and  commended  very  strongly  the  benefits  to  be 
derived  by  boys  and  girls  who  are  trained  in  that  line ;  Miss  Rose  M. 
Fetterolf,  Supervisor  of  Drawing,  gave  valuable  instruction  in  draw- 
ing and  painting.  These  meetings  are  valuable  not  only  to  the  begin- 
ner teacher  but  to  the  teacher  of  experience  as  well. 

Our  annual  county  teachers'  institute  was  held  at  Gettysburg,  No- 
vember 18-22.  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  all  but  one  of  the  teachers 
were  in  full  attendance  and  she  was  detained  at  home  on  account  of 
sickness.  The  instructors  were  the  following:  Dr.  O.  T.  Corson,  Col- 
umbus, Ohio;  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess,  Yellow  Springs,  Ohio;  L.  H.  Dennis, 
Agricultural  Education,  Harrisburg;  Prof.  C.  F.  Sanders,  Gettys- 
burg; Prof.  Robert  J.  McDowell,  of  Pittsburgh,  had  charge  of  the 
singing.  The  evening  entertainments  were  given  by  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess; 
"Iroquois"  Indiana  Orchestra;  The  Mallory  Company;  the  Philadel- 
phia Quartette. 

The  School  Directors'  Association,  met  in  annual  convention  at 
Gettysburg,  February  13  and  14,  1913.  One  Hundred  forty-six  direc- 
tors were  present.  Dean  R,  L.  Watts,  of  State  Colloge,  addressed 
the  meeting  on  Rural  Progress  and  Agriculture  in  the  Schools ;  Prof. 
Charles  H.  Albert,  of  Bloomsburg,  on  A  School  Director  from  a  Mod- 
ern Viewpoint  and  the  Relation  of  the  Public  Schools  to  the  Com- 
munity ;  Supt.  J.  W.  Sweeney,  of  Elk  County,  on  Building  of  Teach- 
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ing  Corps  and  Supervision  and  Consolidation.  Other  subjects  dis- 
cussed by  members  of  the  organization  were  as  follows:  Compulsory 
Attendance;  Economy  in  School  Affairs;  Medical  Inspection;  Out 
House  Problem;  Holiday  Vacation;  School  Visitation  by  Directors; 
Should  Teachers  be  Required  to  Attend  Educational  Meetings?.  The 
officers  elected  for  next  year  are:  President,  Reverend  William  K. 
Fleck,  of  Fairfield;  Vice  Presidents,  Professor  Calvin  Hamilton,  of 
Gettysburg,  and  Mr.  Elmer  I).  Buckey,  of  •  Littlestown ;  Secretary, 
Mr.  John  A.  Guise,  of  Huntingdon  township;  Treasurer,  Mr.  Emer- 
son L.  Eckert,  of  Oxford  township. 

Mr.  Samuel  R.  Pair,  Conewago;  Mr.  Reuben  D.  Schwartz,  Mt. 
Joy;  Mr.  Wierman  W.  Neely,  Tyrone;  Mr.  Norman  Berkheimer,  Ox- 
ford; Mr.  Luther  T.  Cashman,  Straban,  were  elected  to  represent  the 
association  at  the  State  Convention  in  1914. 

County  rally  meetings  were  held  at  East  Berlin  and  Gettysburg. 
Prof.  P.  M.  Harbold,  Principal  of  the  Millersville  Normal  School, 
and  Prof.  George  B.  Ely,  Physical  Director,  of  the  Cumberland  Val- 
ley State  Normal  School,  were  the  speakers  at  East  Berlin. 

Besides  the  programs  rendered  by  the  three  Teachers'  Associations, 
Supt.  J.  W.  Sweeney,  of  Elk  county,  and  Prof.  Charles  H.  Albert,  of 
Bloomsburg,  were  the  instructors  at  the  Gettysburg  rally.  These 
meetings  were  very  well  attended  and  were  full  of  interest. 

The  usual  number  of  township  and  borough  meetings  were  con- 
ducted during  the  year.  As  a  rule  the  teachers  respond  very  will- 
ingly at  these  meetings  and  in  many  gatherings  the  public  are  largely 
represented. 

New  Buildings. 

Following  is  a  brief  description  of  the  new  school  building  at  New 
Oxford. 

Size  of  main  building,  60  feet  x  41  feet,  rear  wing,  44  feet  x  17 
feet;  heighth,  two  stories  and  basement;  four  school  rooms,  28  feet 
long,  22  feet  wide,  and  14*  feet  high;  four  cloak  rooms;  water  in  all 
l ho  rooms;  closets  and  toilet  rooms  in  the  basement;  heated  by  the 
American  System;  Avails  are  constructed  of  brick;  size  of  grounds, 
D40  feet  x  340  feet;  approximate  cost  of  grounds  and  building  $12  - 
000. 

Butler  township  built  a  new  brick  house  on  a  new  location  to  take 
the  place  of  the  old  Good  Hope  house. 

The  school  directors  of  Hamiltonban  township  remodeled  the 
school  house  in  the  Cold  Springs  district. 

The  directors  of  Freedom  township  increased  the  play  grounds  at 
the  McCleary  school  house. 

The  coming  year  the  old  house,  at  Locust  Grove,  Menallen  town- 
ship will  be  replaced  by  a  new  brick  two-story  building. 
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High  Schools. 

We  have  seven  high  schools  in  the  county.  Classes  were  graduated 
at  Gettysburg,  Littlestown,  New  Oxford,  Fairfield  and  Arendtsville. 
Abbottstown  and  East  Berlin  have  added  one  year  to  the  course  and 
consequently  did  not  have  any  graduates  this  year.  The  course  at 
Littlestown  has  been  increased  from  a  three-year  to  a  four-year 
course.     Manual   training  has  been   put  into   the   Gettysburg  high 

school. 

One  bundled  seven  non-resident  pupils  are  enrolled  in  our  high 

schools. 

County  Course  of  Study. 

Ninety-eight  pupils  were  recommended  by  their  teachers  to  take 
the  Central  Examination.  Sixty-eight  pupils  composed  the  class  at 
the  Final  Examination  and  forty-three  of  this  number  were  success- 
ful in  completing  the  course  and  received  the  common  school  di- 
ploma. 

Agriculture. 

A  meeting  of  representatives  from  all  the  agricultural  organiza 
tions  of  the  county  and  many  other  interested  persons  was  held  in 
the  court  house,  Gettysburg,  on  Saturday,  March  1,  for  the  purpose 
of  discussing  the  subject  of  Boys'  Corn  Clubs.  After  hearing  a  num- 
ber of  enthusiastic  talks  it  was  unanimously  agreed  to  organize  a 
County  Boys'  Agricultural  League  and  a  Girls'  Domestic  Science 
League  for  the  purpose  of  interesting  the  boys  and  girls  in  farm  life, 
country  life,  and  scientific  agriculture. 

I  am  much  gratified  to  say  that  one  bundled  forty  boys  and  girls 
became  charter  members  of  the  new  organizations  and  agreed  to  grow 
or  make  something  for  the  county  exhibit  which  will  take  place  some- 
time in  the  fall. 

Agriculture  was  taught  in  many  of  the  schools.  Some  of  the  dis- 
trict's adopted  text  books,  but  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  many  teach- 
ers did  very  creditable  work  without  books  in  the  hands  of  the  pupils. 

Miscellaneous. 

More  than  six  hundred  pupils  were  awarded  the  County  Superin- 
tendent's Certificate  of  Award  for  perfect  attendance. 

I  issued  ninety  provisional  certificates  and  twelve  professional 
certificates.     All  the  schools  were  visited  once  and  some  twice. 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  past  year  lias  been  one  of  faithful  work 
and  much  progress.  I  do  not  believe  in  too  radical  changes  in  school 
work  but  in  substantial  development  which  is  the  result  of  slow,  sys- 
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tematic  growth.  It  is  our  aim  to  gradually  raise  the  standard  of 
qualifications  of  our  teaching  force  in  scholarship  and  methods. 
This  requires  time,  labor  and  patience,  but  the  results  justify  the  ex- 
penditure of  energy.  Teachers  cannot  be  too  well  prepared  for  their 
arduous  work  of  the  school  room.  Directors  and  patrons  are  re- 
quiring better  qualified  teachers  each  year. 

I  regret  to  report  the  death  of  the  following  directors:  Mr.  George 
P.  Groft,  Union  Independent ;  Mr.  William  Harmon,  Huntingdon ; 
John  F.  Low,  Fairfield;  Joseph  H.  Weaver,  Tyrone;  James  C. 
Wright,  Bendersville.  These  gentlemen  were  good  citizens  and 
highly  esteemed  in  the  communities  in  which  they  resided. 

In  closing  this  report,  I  wish  to  extend  my  thanks  to  the  directors, 
patrons  and  friends  and  the  teachers  for  co-operation  in  advancing 
the  schools  and  making  them  profitable  to  the  children.  I  owe  very 
much  to  the  Press  and  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  the 
encouragement  and  assistance  they  rendered  me.  I  hope  that  our 
united  efforts  may  bring  about  even  better  results  the  coming  year. 


ALLEGHENY  COUNTY— Samuel  Hamilton. 


During  the  past  year  unusual  activity  has  marked  certain  lines  of 
our  school  work.  More  interest  has  been  manifested  in  the  high 
school  as  indicated  by  the  1,780  pupils  who  passed  the  entrance  ex- 
aminations, as  compared  with  1,334  last  year  and  1,079  the  previous 
vear. 

The  town  of  Sewickley  has  remodeled  its  school  plant  in  order  to 
adopt  a  modified  form  of  what  is  generally  known  as  the  Gary  Plan. 
This  includes  department  work,  manual  training,  domestic  art,  su- 
pervised play,  and  physical  training.  The  teachers  and  directors  are 
enthusiastic  over  the  success  of  the  work  under  the  new  plan.  For 
the  past  two  years  the  district  has  conducted  a  summer  vacation 
school  for  all  pupils  who  want  to  gain  time  or  who  for  any  cause 
are  dropping  back  in  their  work. 

Oakmont  organized  its  schools  last  year  on  the  departmental  plan. 
In  this  organization  a  special  effort  was  made  to  avoid  all  the  disad- 
vantages of  the  plan  and  at  the  same  time  to  secure  its  advantages. 
A  special  school  for  dull  children  was  also  opened,  and  part  of  the 
Montessori  equipment  used.  The  success  warrants  the  continuation 
of  this  school. 

The  Union  High  School  in  Knoxville  introduced  a  short  course  in 
Agriculture  last  year.     To  make  the  work  practical  and  effective  a 
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small  farm  plot  was  leased  in  Baldwin  township  for  experimental 
purposes.  The  work  was  so  popular  and  successful  that  it  will  be 
continued. 

Mt.  Lebanon  township  high  school  cultivated  a  farm  plot  of  several 
acres  for  experimental  purposes  in  order  to  emphasize  the  practical 
side  of  the  instruction  in  agriculture.  A  farm  foreman  was  em- 
ployed who  had  general  supervision  of  the  plot.  It  was  cultivated  in 
common  and  the  farm  products  sold.  The  boys  who  did  the  work  are 
to  share  in  the  profits.  This  is  unique,  and  so  far  as  I  know  a  new 
feature. 

For  two  or  three  years  the  pupils  of  the  district  of  Swissvale  have 
cultivated  a  fine  school  garden.  About  300  pupils  took  part  in  the 
work.  Each  cultivated  a  plot  S  by  12  feet.  The  first  year  the  total 
expense  to  the  district  was  only  $197.54.  To  see  the  enthusiasm  with 
which  the  children  took  part  in  the  work  was  both  inspiring  and 
gratifying.  They  learned,  in  a  most  practical  way,  to  respect  the 
rights  of  others.  If  the  individual  expected  that  his  garden  should 
be  unmolested,  he  must  not  in  any  way  trespass  against  his  neighbor. 

In  West  Homestead  the  pupils  under  the  direction  of  the  principal 
undertook  a  piece  of  work  that  ought  to  be  carried  into  every  town. 
The  principal  proposed  to  the  town  council  that  the  pupils  clean  up 
the  town  and  that  the  council  haul  the  refuse  away.  The  proposition 
was  accepted  and  every  cellar,  alley,  and  backyard  was  put  into 
order.  About  500  shade  trees  were  planted,  and  the  whole  town 
under  the  leadership  of  the  school  learned  a  practical  lesson  in  civics 
and  sanitation.  Another  unique  thing  this  school  did  was  to  meas- 
ure a  mile  on  one  of  the  principal  streets.  The  pupils  of  the  higher 
grades  with  a  number  of  citizens  turned  out  enmass  for  this  work. 
Suitable  markers  with  permission  of  the  town  council  were  set  up  to 
designate  the  mile,  the  half  mile  and  the  quarter. 

The  summer  play  ground  work  was  conducted  in  North  Braddock, 
Turtle  Creek,  Coraopolis,  McKees  Rocks  and  Duquesne.  Our  people 
are  slowly  learning  that  Allegheny  county  is  both  a  city  and  a 
county, — a  city  when  you  regard  its  1,600  graded  schools  housed  in 
buildings  not  surpassed  by  any  city,  and  a  county  with  its  400  rural 
schools.  The  school  authorities  are  beginning  to  see  that  all  the 
educational  problems  of  the  city  are  demanding  solution  in  our 
towns. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  corn  clubs  were  organized  in 
Robinson,  McCandless,  Moon  and  Patton  townships.  As  yet  it  is  too 
soon  to  make  any  definite  report  concerning  their  success. 

The  social  center  work  is  well  organized  in  the  Edgeworth  district. 
A  dancing  class,  a  music  class,  a  dramatic  class  were  successfully 
conducted  last  year.  One  evening  each  week  was  devoted  to  reading 
in  the  library  under  the  direction  of  a  trained  librarian.  One  of  the 
good  features  was  a  series  of  lectures  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 
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ARMSTRONG  COUNTY— W.  A.  Patton. 


In  making  this  my  fifth  annual  report  of  the  condition  of  school 
ms  iii  Armstrong  county,  it  is  with  some  feeling  of  satisfaction 
that  I  am  able  to  report  a  reasonable  degree  of  progress  in  our 
schools.  While  no  striking  changes  have  taken  place  during  the 
year  there  has  been  steady  progress  along  many  lines  of  our  work. 
In  the  matter  of  better  school  houses  and  equipment  many  of  our 
boards  are  taking  measures  to  better  conditions.  The  development 
of  our  coal  deposits  makes  it  necessary  to  provide  accommodations 
for  the  increased  number  of  children  brought  in  by  the  employes. 
New  buildings  were  erected  in  Wayne,  Mahoning  and  Madison  town- 
ships (lining  the  past  year.  The  house  built  in  Mahoning  is  a  two- 
room  structure  on  modern  plans,  built  at  Seminole,  a  new  coal  town. 
A  number  of  our  boards  have  painted  their  school  houses  and  in- 
stalled modern  heating  and  ventilating  plants. 

Our  Directors'  Convention  was  held  November  29  and  30,  1912. 
Supt.  E.  M.  Rapp,  of  Berks  county,  was  present  during  the  entire 
convention  and  gave  inspiration  and  life  to  our  work.  In  the  ab- 
sence of  Dr.  Clinton  O.  Howard,  Dr.  Rapp  was  requested  to  fill  his 
appointment  which  he' did  to  our  entire  satisfaction.  The  topic  of 
medical  inspection  came  in  for  a  large  share  of  the  attention  of  the 
directors.  It  was  discussed  quite  fully  by  Drs.  J.  D.  Orr  and  W.  B. 
Walker,  M.  A.  Milliron  and  others. 

The  teachers'  institute  held  during  the  week  of  December  16—20, 
was  very  satisfactory,  many  teachers  pronouncing  it  the  best  yet 
held.  The  instructors  were  as  follows:  Dr.  William  E.  Chancellor, 
Dr.  S.  D.  Fess  and  Dr.  James  M.  Coughlin.  Prof.  Harry  L.  Maxwell 
conducted  the  music.  This  was  his  first  appearance  in  our  county, 
and  his  work  was  spoken  of  very  highly  by  our  teachers.  Miss  Sarah 
P.  Thomas,  of  Philadelphia,  gave  an  instructive  address  on  "The 
Citizen  in  the  Training." 

The  evening  sessions  were  entertained  and  instructed  by  Dr.  S.  D. 
Fess,  who  gave  his  lecture  on  "The  Soul  Tragedy";  L.  D.  Wickersham, 
"The  Hartfords,"  and  a  concert  conducted  by  Harry  L.  Maxwell. 

The  Galbraith  Bros.,  of  Brookville,  Pa,  were  present  during  the 
week  and  added  much  to  the  enjoyable  side  of  the  work  of  the  insti- 
tute.  The  Kittanning  high  school  orchestra,  under  the  directorship 
of  Prof.  Ralph  E.  Blakeslee  of  the  high  srhool  faculty,  rendered 
several  delightful  selections  during  the  week.  Local  institutes  of 
varying  interest,  were  held  during  the  term.  Some  of  these  were  full 
of  interest  to  all  concerned.  In  one  or  two  instances  the  teachers 
showed  little  interest. 
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We  are  still  making  an  effort  to  put  into  effect  the  course  of  study 
but  find  it  difficult  where  teachers  are  not  interested  in  their  work. 
However,  we  hope  to  see  it  in  full  effect  before  the  close  of  the  com- 
ing year. 

The  schools  of  the  county  were  all  visited  at  least  once  and  a 
number  of  them  twice  and  a  few  three  times,  during  the  past  term. 

The  problem  of  supervision  still  remains  a  vexed  one  so  far  as 
our  country  schools  are  concerned.  We  find  this  the  most  unsatis- 
factory part  of  our  work. 

The  result  of  our  eighth  grade  examinations  in  non-resident  dis- 
tricts, i.  e.,  in  districts  where  there  are  no  high  schools,  showed  about 
57  per  cent,  leady  to  enter  high  school.  This  is  a  slight  increase 
over  last  year.  In  two  districts  we  held  eighth  grade  commencements 
which  were  full  of  interest  to  patrons  and  children.  This  we  expect 
to  continue  next  year.  In  Kiskiminetas  township  13  young  men 
and  women  were  given  certificates  of  entrance  to  high  school  and 
in  Sagamore  13  young  ladies  were  given  similar  certificates.  These 
were  both  delightful  occasions. 

Our  high  schools  with  one  exception  did  excellent  work  during  the 
past  year.  They  are  generally  under  efficient  management  and  the 
results  show  that  keen  interest  has  been  manifested  in  their  control. 

With  this  brief  summary  of  the  year's  work,  I  submit  it  to  the  De- 
partment, thanking  the  Department  for  the  many  courtesies  shown 
at  various  times  and  hoping  for  better  results  during  the  coming 
year. 


BEAVER  COUNTY— David  C.  Locke. 


The  school  year  of  1912-13  has  been  a  successful  one.  This  success 
is  due  in  a  large  measure  to  a  more  intelligent  co-operation  of  the 
various  school  factors. 

Directors,  patrons,  teachers  and  pupils  have  shown  increased  in- 
terest in  the  schools  during  the  past  year.  Our  directors  have  done 
their  part  in  raising  the  wages  of  the  teachers  whenever  the  comli 
tions  of  the  districts  would  permit,  in  purchasing  more  and  better 
books,  school  supplies,  painting  and  repairing  the  houses,  and  in 
reseating  many  of  the  rooms  with  modern  seats. 

Parents  have  shown  their  interest  by  attending  local  meeting  in 
increased  numbers,  and  in  aiding  the  teachers  and  directors  in  se- 
curing a  better  attendance  on  the  part  of  the  pupils.  Our  teachers 
have  shown  by  their  interest  that  they  are  governed  in  their  work 
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by  a  higher  sense  of  duty  and  responsibility.  We  have  a  larger  per- 
centage of  teachers  in  training  schools  this  year  than  was  ever  known 
in  this  county  previous  to  the  present  year.  At  Hookstown  an  eight 
weeks  session  for  teachers  was  conducted  by  two  experienced  teach- 
ers of  the  county,  with  an  attendance  of  nearly  forty,  this  school 
closed  June  15,  1913,  when  the  teachers  were  examined  and  certifi- 
cates were  granted.  At  Geneva  College  the  usual  training  school 
was  conducted,  with  six  regular  and  five  special  teachers.  This 
school  was  opened  June  23  and  closed  August  1-2,  1913,  with  a  teach- 
ers' examination,  in  which  twenty-four  teachers  secured  professional 
certificates.  Others  received  provisional  certificates,  only  three  failing 
out  of  an  enrollment  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen  (115).  At  Grove  City 
College  where  the  term  opened  June  17,  1913,  the  majority  of  our  prin- 
cipals and  most  of  our  special  teachers— about  forty  (40)  in  number- 
are  in  attendance  and  good  work  is  being  done.  Most  of  these  teach- 
ers are  either  adding  special  branches  to  certificates  already  held 
or  are  preparing  for  permanent  examinations. 

When  we  entered  this  work  five  years  ago  we  granted  two  hundred 
and  forty-two  (242)  provisional  certificates  the  first  year,  of  which 
number  90  per  cent,  taught  in  the  county  that  school  year.  Feeling 
that  our  teachers  needed  better  preparation  we  have  advocated  and 
supported  a  special  training  school  for  teachers  under  the  nominal 
control  of  Geneva  College  Faculty.  We  have  insisted  that  all  teach- 
ers who  have  not  had  training  attend  this  school,  and  to  the  credit 
of  our  teachers  they  have  responded  in  a  splendid  manner.  This  year 
the  certification  of  the  teachers  is  as  follows:  There  are  one  hundred 
and  nine  (109)  teachers  holding  provisional  certificates,  of  this  num- 
ber forty  (40)  were  without  experience,  eighty-four  (80)  hold  pro- 
fessional certificates,  nineteen  (19)  have  county  permanent®,  sixty- 
six  (66)  have  graduated  from  Normal  Schools,  of  whom  fifty-eight 
(58)  have  received  their  Master  diploma  and  thirty-one  (31)  are  col- 
lege graduates,  of  whom  seventeen  (17)  have  an  M.  A.  degree. 

The  attendance  at  educational  meetings  on  the  part  of  teachers, 
directors,  patrons  and  pupils  is,  in  a  great  measure,  a  test  of  public 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  schools.  Judging  from  the  numbers 
present  and  from  the  enthusiasm  manifested,  the  people  are  thor- 
oughly aroused  and  in  hearty  sympathy  with  every  movement  that 
tends  to  promote  the  success  and  further  the  usefulness  of  common 
school  work.  Nine  sectional  institutes  and  thirty  district  meetings 
with  teachers  and  a  one- week  session  of  the  County  Institute  were 
held  during  the  year,  and  in  every  instance  the  attendance  greatly 
exceeded  that  of  other  years.  At  our  local  institutes  few  teachers 
absented  themselves  and  several  meetings  were  held  in  which  more 
than  fifty  teachers  were  present. 
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The  teachers  not  only  attended  the  meeting  in  their  own  locality, 
but  many  of  them  came  long  distances  to  attend  these  educational 
gathering  in  other  districts.  This  interest  on  their  part  I  am  sure, 
will  result  in  great  good  to  the  schools  over  which  they  have  control. 

The  stimulus  that  these  meetings  give  to  the  young  and  inexperi- 
enced teacher  can  scarcely  be  over  estimated.  The  spirit  of  the  whole 
teaching  body  is  quickened  and  intensified  and  loose  and  isolated 
efforts  will  soon  give  place  to  concerted  action  and  organized  ef- 
ficiency. Already  the  seed  has  taken  root  and  it  is  confidently  ex- 
pected during  the  coming  year  that  many  of  our  rural  districts  will 
be  found  pursuing  a  definite  course  of  study. 

We  have  made  it  a  part  of  our  duty  of  supervision  whenever  pos- 
sible to  visit  the  boards  of  education  in  their  monthly  meetings  and 
assist  in  their  deliberations.  This  proved  quite  helpful,  particularly 
in  matters  pertaining  to  new  legislation. 

During  the  school  year  we  have  met  with  the  directors  in  forty 
(40)  of  the  fifty  (50)  school  districts  under  our  supervision,  we  be- 
lieve much  good  has  been  done  in  bringing  outlying  districts  closer 
to  the  county  supervision. 

The  Directors'  Association  was  held  in  conjunction  with  the 
Teachers'  Institute  and  an  attendance  of  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  (125)  directors  was  secured.  The  first  day's  session  was 
held  in  the  Beaver  High  School  Building,  where  the  greater  portion 
of  the  day  was  taken  up  by  the  discussions  of  local  men  on  important 
high  school  subjects.  The  forenoon  of  the  second  day  the  session,  was 
held  in  the  Educational  Office,  where  stirring  addresses  were  made 
by  Dr.  F.  H.  Greene,  of  West  Chester  Normal,  and  Dr.  Wm.  Cham- 
bers, Dean  of  the  University  of  Pittsburgh.  In  the  afternoon  the 
teachers  and  directors  met  together  in  the  Institute,  where  the 
chief  address  was  made  by  Dr.  S.  B.  McCormick,  Chancellor  of  the 
University  of  Pittsburgh. 

The  Teachers'  County  Institute  which  was  held  December  16-20 
was  the  largest  in  attendance  that  we  have  ever  had  in  the  county. 
The  opening  address  was  made  Monday  afternoon  by  City  Superin- 
tendent S.  L.  Heeter,  of  Pittsburgh,  followed  by  Dr.  F.  H.  Greene, 
of  West  Chester  Normal.  Other  speakers  through  the  week  were 
Dr.  William  H.  Chambers,  and  Dr.  S.  B.  McCormick,  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pittsburgh ;  Prof.  Thomas  I.  Mairs,  of  State  College ;  Prin- 
cipal W.  S.  Hertzog,  of  the  California  State  Normal;  Prin.  Harry 
Schafer,  of  the  Clarion  Normal ;  Prof.  Wm.  Stewart,  of  the  Slippery 
Bock  State  Normal,  and  Dr.  G.  A.  Lundquist,  of  Pittsburgh  Central 
High  School.  There  were  about  five  hundred  (500)  teachers  in  at- 
tendance, only  three  (30)  were  absent  which  was  on  account  of 
illness. 
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At  the  suggestion  of  Prof.  Thomas  March,  who  inspected  the  high 
schools  of  the  county,  the  Superintendents  and  Principals  of  the 
Schools  were  called  together  early  in  March  and  decided  on  a  uni- 
form examination  for  all  non-resident  pupils.  This  was  carried  out 
at  a  later  date  and  a  large  number  of  non-resident  pupils  were  ad- 
mitted to  the  high  schools  of  the  county. 

In  Aliquippa,  Beaver,  College  Hill,  Darlington,  Freedom,  Monaca, 
and  Woodlawn  boroughs,  high  schools  were  maintained  with  an  at- 
atendance  of  nearly  five  hundred  (500)  students,  and  a  teaching 
force  of  twenty-seven  (27)  teachers  including  principals. 

During  the  year  a  splendid,  fireproof  high  school  building  has 
been  erected  in  Woodlawn  borough,  at  a  cost  of  $75,000.  In  Har- 
mony  township,  which  was  recently  reorganized  a  modern  four  (4) 
room  building,  costing  about  $15,000  was  erected,  and  plans  and 
specifications  have  been  made  for  a  new  four  (4)  room  building  in  the 
newly  organized  borough  of  Koppel,  with  an  addition  to  the  Midland 
school  building,  which  will  double  its  capacity.  The  attendance 
in  the  borough  and  township  schools  last  year  was  slightly  over  ten 
thousand  (10,000),  and  the  attendance  iu  the  early  part  of  the  year- 
was  exceptionally  good.  Some  rural  schools  that  were  visited  in 
the  early  fall  had  perfect  records  of  attendance,  but  through  out  the 
latter  half  of  the  school  year  an  epidemic  of  contagious  diseases  re- 
duced the  attendance  in  practically  every  school  district  in  the 
county  and  caused  the  temporary  closing  of  a  number  of  our  borough 
schools  and  nearly  twenty  (20)  of  the  rural  schools  for  brief  periods 
of  from  one  to  three  wee"::s. 

Again  my  sincere  thanks  are  due  the  Department  for  the  many 
helpful  suggestions,  the  directors,  patrons  and  citizens  for  their  sup- 
port, and  the  press  of  the  county  for  the  interest  they  have  taken 
in  the  work. 


BEDFORD  COUNTY— Victor  E.  P.  Barkman. 


The  schools  of  Bedford  county  have  kept  up  to  the  usual  standard 
and  have  set  paces  in  some  few  things.  Many  of  the  country  schools 
have  been  teaching  the  subject  of  agriculture  in  a  very  elementary 
way.  The  results  are  splendid  in  some  localities,  the  pupils  taking 
a  great  interest  in  the  work  outlined  by  the  teacher.  Subjects  are 
sefected  from  the  work  for  compositions.  A  great  many  teachers 
in  the  country  schools  are  also  informed  in  elementary  zoology  and 
this  also  presents  valuable  work  for  the  children.     The  schools  are 
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taking  up  the  good-roads  movement,  and  the  children  are  learning 
the  modem  methods  of  road  construction  and  are  looking  into  the 
social  and  economic  values  of  these  improved  conditions.  The  chil- 
dren in  turn  carry  the  arguments  home  to  the  parents  who  catch 
up  the  spirit.  This  new  education  stimulates  a  desire  for  reading 
and  research  on  the  part  of  the  pupils  which  is  very  beneficial. 

The  attendance  was  good  dining  the  whole  year  notwithstanding 
we  had  a  contagion  of  measles  in  some  localities.  A  stricter  enforce 
ment  of  the  compulsory  attendance  law  was  required. 


BERKS  COUNTY— E.  M.  Rapp. 


School  Consolidation  and  Centralization. 

The  gospel  of  consolidation  is  rapidly  gaining  in  Berks.  Long- 
swamp,  Marion,  Spring,  Bethel,  Bern,  Ontelaunee  and  Union  are 
pioneers  along  this  line. 

Union  erected,  the  past  year,  a  modem  four-roomed  brick  building 
and  abandoned  five  one-room  antiquated,  unsanitary  buildings.  It 
is  the  intention  to  abandon  three  more  schools  within  a  few  years. 
The  children  are  transported  in  specially  built  vans  owned  by  the 
township.  Union  bounded  to  the  front  in  one  leap  and  now  occupies 
a  proud  position  on  the  front  seat  of  the  educational  band-wagon. 
The  directois  deserve  the  blessing  of  the  community  for  this  ad- 
vanced step. 

Consolidation  is  simply  efficiency  applied  to  the  rural  school  situa- 
tion. Instead  of  eight  separate  schools  of  the  "box-car  type,"  with 
poor  equipment,  there  is  one  central  building  modern  in  construction 
and  satisfactory  in  every  detail. 

Instead  of  eight  teachers  wasting  time  over  6  to  15  pupils  each, 
with  no  enthusiasm,  there  are  four  teachers  working  splendidly  iu 
l cam- work,  and  a  fine  school  spirit,  the  pupils  attending  regularly, 
partly  because  they  have  no  longer  to  trudge  two  miles  to  school 
but  are  conveyed  at  public  expense  and  partly  because  they  are  in- 
terested in  a  really  effective  school. 

The  saving  of  waste  sometimes  makes  it  possible  to  conduct  such 
a  school  at  an  actual  reduction  in  expense  over  the  district  system. 
The  motive,  however,  is  not  economy  but  to  furnish  the  children 
better  teaching  and  better  facilities  for  effective  education.  There 
is  ;i  reasonable  limit  to  the  distance  to  which  pupils  should  be  car- 
ried. Opinions  naturally  will  differ  greatly  in  determining  this 
reasonable  limit. 
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Moral  and  social  objections  must  also  be  faced  in  this  connection. 
The  moral  danger  is  largely  obviated  by  a  thorough  supervision  of 
the  transportation  under  trustworthy  adults.  The  consolidation 
movement  often  meets  determined  opposition,  though  advocated  by 
all  leading  educational  authorities.  To  the  credit  of  the  people  of 
Union,  there  was  very  little  antagonism  to  the  project.  In  time 
however  the  scarcity  of  children  forces  centralization. 


Standard  One-Room  Country  Schools. 

Nearly  80  one-room  country  schools  within  three  years  complied 
with  the  55  minimum  requirements  for  an  "accredited"  one-room 
school  and  received  diplomas.  Nearly  every  one  of  the  350  single- 
room  schools  made  effort  to  qualify  in  some  of  the  specified  conditions 
in  order  to  reach  at  some  time  the  much  desired  goal.  The  most 
serious  obstacles  are  the  lack  of  properly  trained  teachers  and  in- 
efficient school  organization. 

Without  these  there  can't  be  a  redirection  of  education  in  the 
country  and  that  is  the  main  object  of  the  plan.  The  very  center 
and  essence  of  the  rural  school  problem  is  the  necessity  of  securing 
the  establishment  of  a  new  point  of  view,  a  wider  and  more  vital 
outlook  on  the  part  of  the  teachers.  The  teacher  is  therefore  of 
the  greatest  importance. 

This  changed  view-point  will  lead  him  to  teach  in  terms  of  environ- 
ment and  thus  glorify,  idealize  and  intellectualize  agriculture  and 
country  life. 

Good  teaching  also  reacts  upon  the  material  equipment.  This  in- 
fluence is  sooner  or  later  felt  by  the  school  directors  and  by  the 
school  patrons  and  results  invariably  in  a  general  improvement  of 
the  material  facilities. 

Improved  buildings  and  equipment  followed  improved  teaching. 
The  teaching  force  of  our  county  is  slowly  but  surely  adapting  itself 
to  the  new  order  of  things  and  it  is  owing  to  the  teachers  that  our 
one-room  schools  are  becoming  more  efficient  every  year  and  are 
beginning  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  country  at  large. 

Rural  school  specialists  of  the  Bureau  of  Education  at  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  State  Inspectors  of  Rural  Schools  of  several  States  as 
well  as  writers  for  magazines  of  national  reputation  have  been  in- 
specting our  country  schools  the  past  two  years  and  pronounced 
them  among  the  most  efficient  in  the  nation. 

It  is  in  the  one  teacher  school  that  the  greatest  problem  in  rural 
education  is  centered.  These  schools  are  now  given  special  atten- 
tion by  our  wide-awake  and  public  spirited  school  directors  and 
among  the  leading  townships  there  is  a  friendly  rivalry  to  have  the 
largest  number  of  standard  one-room  schools. 
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This  scheme  of  bettering  conditions  in  the  country  schools  has  re- 
sulted in  an  increase  of  salaries,  longer  terras  elimination  of  incom- 
petent and  poorly  prepared  teachers,  new  buildings  in  several  town- 
ships, the  installation  of  225  sanitary  room  furnaces  combining  a 
system  of  heating  and  ventilating,  scores  of  bubble  fountains,  hun- 
dreds of  new- comfortable  and  decent  out-buildings  and  enlarged  play- 
grounds and  installation  of  play-ground  apparatus.  Seventy-five  per 
cent,  of  the  415  school  buildings  are  rated  as  excellent,  20  per  cent, 
fair  and  5  per  cent.  poor. 

The  townships  having  the  largest  percentage  of  accredited  one- 
room  schools  are  Maxa tawny,  Lower  Heidelberg,  Greenwich, 'Albany, 
Amity,  Oley,  Windsor  and  Exeter. 

Perry  and  Washington,  two  widely  separated  townships  in  the 
county,  are  striking  hard  to  become  front  line  school  districts,  and 
during  the  past  school  year  each  district  erected  a  one-room  brick 
structure  modern  in  all  respects  and  up-to-date  in  equipment  that  is 
unexcelled  in  the  county  if  not  in  the  State  at  an  approximate  cost  of 
$3,000  each.  The  architecture  is  entirely  different  from  any  hereto- 
fore erected  in  the  county  and  both  were  planned  by  Architect  Scholl 
of  Reading.  Both  buildings  are  of  the  same  type  only  the  one  in 
Washington  is  heated  from  the  cellar  while  the  one  in  Perry  is  heated 
by  a  sanitary  room  furnace.  Both  buildings  have  cellars  with  ce- 
mented floors  under  the  entire  structure  for  play  and  manual  train- 
ing. 

Lower  Heidelberg  for  ten  years  had  the  proud  honor  of  having 
the  finest  type  of  one-room  buildings  in  the  county,  but  Washington 
and  Perry  now  excel. 

Slowly  the  modern  type  of  rural  school  is  making  its  appearance 
along  the  country  side;  and  by  its  sheer  attractiveness  is  winning 
back  to  the  school  something  of  local  pride. 

It  is  no  longer  true  that  our  farming  communities  give  more  at- 
tention to  the  problem  of  breeding  horses  and  cattle  than  to  their 
schools  which  train  their  boys  and  girls  for  life. 

An  important  factor  in  stimulating  rural  school  activities  is  the 
publication  every  month — ten  numbers  a  year — of  the  Public  School 
Bulletin  of  from  twelve  to  thirty-six  pages,  containing  accounts  of 
teachers  and  directors  and  patrons  who  are  doing  constructive  up- 
lift work  in  the  rural  sections  of  the  county.  Short  sketches  of 
teachers  and  their  efforts  in  standardizing  country  schools  proved 
most  effective  in  furthering  this  movement. 


A  Country  Teachers'  Veteran  Association. 

A  rather  unique  organization  was  effected  at  our  County  Institute 
last  November.     An  Association  entitled,  "The  Country  Teachers' 
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Veteran  Association  of  Berks  Comity/'  was  formed  for  the  purpose 
of  promoting  closer  fellowship  and  good  will. 

Only  teachers  who  have  taught  twenty-five  or  more  years  or  who 
are  teaching  their  twenty-fifth  year  are  eligible  for  membership. 
Every  one  of  the  sixty-two  teachers  eligible  enrolled  and  paid  the 
small  enrollment  fee.  The  County  Superintendent,  and  ex-County 
Superintendents  are  ex-officio  members.  By-laws  were  prepared  and 
adopted  and  a  specially  designed  button  with  a  little  red  schoolhouse 
in  the  centre  is  proudly  worn  by  the  members. 

The  annual  reunions  are  to  be  followed  by  a  banquet  and  the  per- 
son who  served  the  longest  as  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools  acts 
as  president  of  the  Association.  Of  the  sixty-two  eligible  members 
less  than  ten  are  women.  Nearly  sixty  per  cent,  of  the  members 
teach  in  one-room  country  schools. 

John  G.  Dengler,  the  first  president,  taught  fifty-three  years  in 
the  public  schools  besides  serving  two  enlistments  in  the  Civil  War. 
He  taught  for  upwards  of  forty  years  the  same  school  and  taught 
his  fifty-three  years  except  one  in  Oley  township.  The  teachers  of 
the  county  several  years  ago,  on  his  70th  birthday,  presented  him 
with  a  loving  cup,  $50  in  gold  and  seventy  carnations.  Mr.  Dengler 
is  also  a  surveyor  and  most  of  his  summer  months  are  devoted  to 
this  work. 

This  organization  with  its  large  enrollment  proves  that  the  tenure 
of  service  of  our  rural  teachers  is  decidedly  exceptional. 

Teachers'  age  limits  should  be  reckoned  by  heart-throbs,  not  by 
calendars.  Some  are  old  at  25;  others  young  at  80.  Age  improves 
the  good  teacher.  Richness,  ripeness,  skill  and  teaching  power — ■ 
all  come  in  fuller  measures  to  the  teacher  whose  physical  vigor  and 
wholesomeness  are  unimpaired  by  advancing  years. 

Among  the  very  best  teachers  in  Berks  county  who  are  now  doing 
regular  daily  work  in  the  schoolroom  are  those  of  thirty  or  more 
years  of  experience.  They  are  a  continuous  source  of  inspiration, 
noble  ideals,  intellectual  alertness,  optimism,  and  superabounding 
joy  to  every  youth  fortunate  enough  to  come  within  range. 

They  are  younger  in  heart,  keener  in  intellect,  more  magnetic  and 
helpful  in  their  influence  than  they  ever  were,  and  immeasurably 
superior  to  some  vealy,  sappy  or  experienced  youngster  who  has 
youth  only  for  a  recommendation.  It  is  also  true  that  there  are  some 
veritable  tyros  of  the  teaching  profession,  who  are  far  and  away  bet- 
ter teachers  than  some  experienced  school-keepers  who  have  thirty 
or  more  years  been  growing  smaller,  dryer,  deader  and  soured. 

It  is  not  a  question  of  years  but  of  heart-throbs;  not  experience 
but  quality. 
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Annual  Field  Day  and  Play  Picnic. 

Fully  5,000  people  attended  the  third  annual  Play  Festival  at  the 
Normal  School  at  Kutztown  in  the  early  part  of  May.  The  weather 
was  usually  cold  but  that  interfered  very  little  with  the  attendance. 
The  exercises  as  scheduled  were  carried  out.  The  entries  in  both 
the  field  and  track  events  considerably  exceeded  those  of  the  first 
two  meets,  thus  manifesting  an  increasing  interest  in  this  unique 
annual  "play-bee."  One  of  the  interesting  events  was  the  demonstra- 
tion of  fifty  games  adapted  for  rural  districts  by  the  practice  school 
pupils  connected  with  the  Normal.  Besides  athletic  events  and  games 
there  was  a  song  festival,  a  spelling  contest  and  an  oratorical  con- 
test. The  spelling  contest  was  a  new  feature  but  proved  interesting 
and  stimulating.  The  contestants  were  all  below  high  school  grade 
and  were  the  champion  spellers,  determined  by  preliminary  contests, 
of  their  respective  districts.  Nearly  30  townships  and  boroughs  were 
represented.  The  winner  of  the  first  prize  was  a  country  boy  from  a. 
one-room  school  having  misspelled  but  three  words  out  of  100  sub- 
mitted. The  oratorical  contest  was  a  decided  improvement  on  last 
year.  The  subjects  discussed  were:  Child  Labor,  Country  Life  Move- 
ment School  Consolidation,  Local  Option  and  Woman  Suffrage. 

In  nearly  every  instance  the  contestants  were  selected  by  pre- 
liminary contests.  These  recreational  and  literary  activities  are  a 
mighty  factor  in  rural  uplift.  Since  the  inauguration  of  the  play 
movement  in  Berks  many  schools  and  homes  have  installed  play- 
ground apparatus. 

Neighborhood  meets  between  townships  and  boroughs  are  now 
frequent.  Rural  sports  in  Berks  heretofore  were  mainly  solitary, 
such  as  hunting  and  fishing  and  solitary  pleasure  is  usually  subtle 
selfishness.  If  the  country  is  ever  to  be  socialized  and  the  spirit  of 
co-operation  developed  which  will  make  possible  strong  team-work 
in  business,  politics  and  religion,  then  we  must  begin  with  the  recrea- 
tive and  organized  play  of  the  country  child.  The  main  reason  why 
farmers  do  not  co-operate  when  they  are  grown  up  is  the  fact  that 
they  did  not  learn  team-play  when  they  were  boys. 

Rural  life,  made  solitary  and  mechanical  by  modern  farm  ma- 
chinery is  seriously  lacking  in  the  play  spirit  and  team-play  prac- 
tice. Here  is  the  most  serious  failure  in  co-operative  living.  Besides, 
rural  morality  is  closely  dependent  upon  wholesome  recreation. 

Life  in  the  country  ought  to  be  sweeter,  purer  and  morally  stronger 
than  life  in  the  city.  But  the  moral  stamina  of  country  people  will 
surely  give  way,  under  stress  of  constant  toil,  unless  relieved  by  play 
and  its  wholesome  reactions.  To  cultivate  the  play  spirit  and  de- 
velop play-ground  and  recreative  activities  and  thus  make  country 
life  more  attractive  is  the  object  in  inaugurating  our  annual  Field 
Day  and  Play  Picnic. 
3—7—1913. 
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BLAIR  COUNTY— T.  S.  Davis. 


Our  schools,  during  the  past  year,  have  moved  forward  as  rapidly 
as  public  sentiment  would  allow,  and  that,  to  my  mind,  represents 
the  progress  of  the  schools  in  any  community. 

Our  duty,  as  superintendents  and  teachers,  is  to  arouse  in  our 
communities,  an  interest  that  will  manifest  itself  in  better  equipped 
schools  and  teachers  specially  trained  for  their  work. 

I  think  I  wrote  about  this  in  my  report  of  last  year  and  I  want 
to  repeat  it  again  this  year,  "that  we  need  teachers  specially  trained 
to  teach  in  our  country  schools,"  also,  "That  somebody  must  pay  for 
this  special  training."  School  districts  that  would  take  this  forward 
move  should  be  encouraged  by  State  aid  which  could  be  withheld 
from  those  districts  that  would  not  take  advantage  of  this  oppor- 
tunity. 

As  a  rule,  our  directors  are  careful,  capable  people.  The  last 
two  new  school  houses  built  in  this  county,  one  in  North  Woodbury 
township,  of  two  rooms,  and  one  in  Greenfield  township,  of  two 
rooms,  are  modern  in  every  respect  and  reflect  great  credit  upon  the 
directors  of  those  communities.  Other  new  houses  in  the  course  of 
erection,  one  in  Bellwood  borough,  of  six  rooms,  and  one  in  North 
Woodbury  township,  of  two  rooms,  if  completed  as  planned,  will  be 
models  of  beauty  and  utility. 

In  the  selection  of  teachers  and  text  books,  in  repairs  to  school 
property,  and  in  other  matters  pertaining  to  the  management  of 
schools,  our  djrectors,  as  a  rule,  have  been  true  progressives. 

If  I  should  pick  out  certain  boards  and  certain  localities,  and 
tell  the  good  and  proper  things  they  have  done  for  their  schools,  it 
would  occupy  far  more  space  than  is  allowed  in  this  report.  I  still 
think  a  director  who  gives  his  time  to  the  betterment  of  the  schools 
in  his  community,  should  be  paid  for  the  time  he  spends  in  attend- 
ing to  the  affairs  of  the  community. 

The  best  men  in  a  district  are  men,  as  a  rule,  in  very  moderate 
circumstances  and  must  make  great  sacrifices  to  support  and  edu- 
cate their  families,  especially  if  the  family  is  large,  then  to  ask  them 
to  lose  time  from  that  work  which  they  must  do  to  support  the  fam- 
ily and  give  it  to  the  public,  entirely  free,  is  not  justice  to  the  one 
who  does  it,  neither  is  it  justice  to  the  public  who  get  something  for 
nothing. 

An  increasing  number  of  our  teachers  from  year  to  year  are  taking 
advantage  of  the  Summer  Schools  and  are  getting  inspiration  and 
a  broader  outlook  upon  life.     As  a  result,  the  quality  of  the  work 
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has  been  improved  and  the  quantity  has  been  increased.  More  time 
has  been  lost  in  our  schools  through  teachers  not  knowing  what  to  do 
nor  how  to  do  than  through  all  the  other  agencies  put  together. 

The  Summer  School,  when  teachers  could  not  take  a  normal,  or 
college  course,  has,  to  a  great  extent,  remedied  this.  When  some 
provision  is  made  to  pay  teachers  according  to  the  preparation  made 
for  teaching,  we  may  expect  greater  results  from  our  schools. 

Not  many  teachers  are  going  to  spend  much  time,  or  money  in 
preparation  and  then  teach  for  $50  per  month,  seven  months  in  the 
year.  If  we  really  want  better  teachers,  we  must  offer  better  in- 
ducements. 

Then,  again,  teachers  can  help  themselves  mightily  by  becoming 
the  moving  spirit  in  the  community  in  which  they  work,  organizing, 
Literary  Societies,  Spelling  Matches,  Corn  Clubs,  Ground  Beautify- 
ing Clubs,  holding  entertainments  for  the  purchasing  of  pictures, 

books,  etc. 

If  the  teacher  knows  how  and  has  the  necessary  force  to  carry 
through  her  plans,  she  can  do  more  good  in  her  community  toward 
the  betterment  of  that  school  than  any  other  agency,  indeed,  I  might 
say  than  all  the  other  agencies  combined.  But  to  do  this  requires  a 
superior  person  who  has  the  inherent  gifts  of  tact  and  management, 
as  well  as  the  training  of  the  best  schools. 

Much  has  been  done  in  our  county  for  the  improvement  of  the 
schools  through  the  agencies  of  the  County  and  Local  Institutes, 
Farmers'  Meetings,  Social  Centres  and  Parents'  Meetings.  Corn 
Clubs,  Canning  Clubs,  etc.,  but  a  great  deal  remains  yet  to  do  along 
these  lines  which  is  perhaps  the  best  way  yet  devised  of  meeting 
with  the  people  of  the  various  communities  and  securing  their  inter- 
est and  help  to  make  the  schools  better. 

True  progress  does  not  consist  in  talking  about  what  we  have  done, 
nor  what  we  should  do,  or  are  going  to  do.  Neither  does  it  consist 
in  making  up  numerous  reports,  statistics,  etc.,  for  departments,  al- 
though, I  suppose  such  things  are  necessary  in  order  to  show  them 
that  we  are  not  "Asleep  at  the  Switch." 

"Whatsoever  thy  hand  findeth  to  do,  do  it  with  thy  might,"  is  the 
motto  of  the  true  progressive,  and  if  we  superintendents  can  in  any 
way  assist  the  various  communities  to  a  broader  outlook  upon  life, 
to  a  deeper  love  for  God  and  nature,  to  a  higher  appreciation  of 
good  books  and  good  deeds,  then  our  work  has  not  been  in  vain  and 
we  shall  be  happy  in  the  fact  that  we  have  done  the  best  we  could. 
I  thank  all  who  have  in  any  way  asisted  in  this  work. 
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In  looking  back  over  the  seventeen  years  I  have  supervised  the 
schools  of  Bradford  county,  I  am  pleased  to  note  educational  progress 
along  all  lines.  Perhaps  the  most  notable  improvement  is  in  the 
better  qualification  of  the  teaching  force.  Seventeen  years  ago  there 
were  more  than  500  applicants  for  provisional  certificates.  During 
the  past  year  there  were  284  applicants.  The  number  of  teachers 
who  have  graduated  at  Normal  Schools  has  largely  increased,  nearly 
all  of  our  high  school  teachers  have  had  college  training,  and  the 
number  of  persons  who  hold  professional  and  permanent  certificates 
is  much  greater  than  during  the  first  term  of  my  superintendency. 

At  the  close  of  this  school  year  819  certificates  of  award  were 
given  pupils  who  had  been  neither  absent  nor  tardy  during  the  entire 
school  term.  Honorable  mention  was  made  of  121  who  were  absent 
not  more  than  two  days. 

Examination  questions  were  prepared  by  the  superintendent  and 
sent  to  all  teachers  having  eighth  grade  pupils.  Examinations  were 
held  on  three  separate  dates,  the  first  one  at  the  close  of  the  seven 
months  schools,  the  second  one  at  the  close  of  the  eight  months 
schools,  and  the  third  one  at  the  close  of  the  nine  months  schools. 
Reports  sent  to  me  show  that  651  pupils  took  these  examinations  and 
that  227  were  successful  in  getting  a  standing  of  75  per  cent,  in  each 
subject  and  received  the  Bradford  county  eighth  grade  certificate. 
In  place  of  the  county  spelling  contest  a  list  of  those  who  missed  no 
words  in  the  spelling  examination  is  published.  This  year  only  13 
were  successful  in  spelling  every  word  correctly. 

The  attendance  at  our  high  schools  has  greatly  increased,  the  first 
class  high  schools  located  at  Canton,  Troy,  Athens,  Sayre  and  To 
wanda,  have  a  large  attendance  of  non-resident  pupils,  many  of 
whom  are  graduates  of  the  second  and  third  class  high  schools.  Last 
October  Troy  borough  was  visited  by  an  epidemic  of  typhoid  fever 
which  resulted  in  the  closing  of  the  schools  for  a  considerable  time 
and  greatly  affected  their  attendance  during  the  balance  of  the  year. 
This  coming  year  this  enterprising  school  district  has  taken  advan- 
tage of  the  provisions  of  the  new  vocational  law  and  has  established 
a  course  in  agriculture.  A  special  teacher  has  been  employed  and 
a  number  of  students  will  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  to 
receive  instruction  from  an  expert  in  agricultural  education. 

During  the  past  year  Athens  borough  has  rented  rooms  and  pur- 
chased the  necessary  apparatus  for  special  work  in  manual  train- 
ing.    This  vocational  effort  has  aroused  so  much  interest  that  the 
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Board  has  established  a  course  in  domestic  science  as  well  and  em- 
ployed a  special  teacher  for  this  work.  Flans  are  being  made  to 
erect  a  fine  new  building  within  the  next  few  years  for  vocational 
work.  The  money  to  defray  the  greater  part  of  the  expense  of  the 
domestic  science  course  has  been  donated  by  public  spirited  friends 
of  the  school. 

The  Towanda  School  Board  intend  to  establish  vocational  work  in 
the  near  future.  At  present  the  large  attendance  of  pupils  in  the 
high  school  has  emphasized  the  necessity  of  the  erection  of  a  modern 
high  school  building. 

All  our  high  schools  are  doing  splendid  work,  graduates  from  all 
the  first  class  schools  have  been  admitted  to  our  best  colleges. 

Sylvania  borough  has  erected  a  new  one-room  school  building  to 
replace  the  building  which  was  burned  last  year.  The  erection  of  a 
new  building  necessitated  postponing  the  opening  of  school  until 
the  middle  of  October. 

A  new  school  building  has  been  erected  at  Pine  Glen,  Pike  town- 
ship. 

The  Bradford  County  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  at  Towanda  dur- 
ing the  week  of  October  14th,  1912.  The  iustructors  were  Dr.  Francis 
H.  Green,  of  the  West  Chester  State  Normal  School;  Dr.  M.  P. 
Shawkey,  Superintendent  of  Public  Education  in  West.  Virginia; 
Superintendent  Chas.  Lose,  of  the  Williamsport  city  schools;  Dr. 
Thomas  I.  Maiis,  of  State  College,  and  Prof.  J.  W.  Yoder,  musical 
conductor,  of  Juniata  College,  Huntingdon,  Pa.  The  evening  lectures 
and  entertainments  were  as  follows: 

Monday  evening,  musical  entertainment,  Iroquois  India  Orchestra. 
Tuesday  evening,  Win.  Sterling  Battis,  Interpreter  of  Dickens. 
Wednesday  evening,  Mr.  Clifton  Mallory  &  Co.,  Comedy,  "David 
Garrick." 

Thursday  evening,  Rev.  N.  McGee  Waters,  D.  D.,  Lecture,  "Daniel 
Webster.' 

Friday  evening,  musical  entertainment,  Welsh  Prize  Chorus. 
Nearly  all  the  teachers  in  the  county  were  present,  a  few  being 
kept  away  by  sickness  of  themselves  or  family.  The  instructors  with- 
out exception  gave  valuable  information,  which  was  well  received  by 
all  the  teachers.  The  work  in  music  was  so  satisfactory  that  the 
437  teachers  present  purchased  600  books  for  use  in  their  schools 
and  would  have  taken  more  if  the  supply  had  not  been  exhausted. 
The  evening  lectures  and  entertainments  were  quite  satisfactory  and 
the  Institute  as  a  whole  compared  favorably  with  those  of  former 
years. 

The  Bradford  County  Educational  Association  held  interesting  ses- 
sions, which  were  well  attended.  Local  Institutes  were  held  as  in 
past  years  and  in  most  cases  were  well  attended  and  much  useful 
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instruction  given.  Several  persons  from  outside  the  county  were 
secured  for  local  work,  among  whom  were  Dr.  A.  T.  Smith,  of  Mans- 
field; Millard  B.  King,  expert  assistant  in  Industrial  Education, 
from  the  Department  at  Harrisburg,  and  Prof.  O.  L.  Warren,  of 
Elmira. 

The  tenth  annual  session  of  the  Bradford  County  School  Directors' 
Association  was  held  at  Towanda,  March  6  and  7,  1913,  and  the 
Bradford  County  Educational  Association  held  its  mid-winter  ses- 
sion March  7  and  8,  1913.  The  session  on  March  7  was  a  joint 
meeting  of  directors  and  teachers.  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Supt.  J.  M. 
Coughlin,  of  Wilkes-Barre,  and  Expert  Assistant  in  Agriculture  L. 
H.  Dennis,  were  the  instructors  for  these  meetings.  Nearly  every 
school  district  in  the  county  was  represented  at  this  meeting  by 
botli  directors  and  teachers.  The  school  exhibit,  which  has  been  a 
prominent  feature  of  this  annual  gathering,  was  better  .than  in 
previous  years.  The  five  delegates  to  the  State  Directors'  Associa- 
tion, viz:  U.  G.  Russell,  of  Windham;  Dr.  E.  B.  Joachim,  of  Athens; 
Clarence  E.  Munn,  of  Athens ;  D.  F.  Pomeroy,  of  Troy,  and  J.  Andrew 
Wilt,  of  Towanda,  made  a  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  State 
meeting.  Miss  Mary  White  and  Miss  Emma  Borton,  delegates  to 
the  State  Educational  Association,  also  reported  the  proceedings  of 
their  State  meeting.  Each  association  appropriates  money  for  the 
expenses  of  the  delegates  to  the  State  meetings.  The  directors  raise 
this  fund  by  an  enrollment  fee  of  50  cents  which  each  director  in  at- 
tendance at  the  annual  meeting  pays.  The  officers  of  the  Directors' 
Association  are  as  follows: 

President,  E.  S.  Andrews,  Powell,  Pa. ;  first  vice-president,  A.  G. 
Cameron,  Sylvania,  Pa. ;  second  vice-president,  L.  L.  Vought,  Orwell, 
Pa. ;  secretary,  J.  Andrew  Wilt,  Towanda,  Pa. ;  treasurer,  F.  J.  Kings- 
ley,  Towanda,  Pa. 

Delegates  to  the  State  Directors'  Association:  William  Lupton, 
Wilawana,  Pa. ;  J.  D.  Brainard,  Sayre,  Pa. ;  W.  S.  Barnes,  Wysox, 
R.  D.,  Pa. 

On  Thursday  evening,  March  6th,  the  school  directors  were  given 
a  reception  by  the  Towanda  Business  Men's  Association  in  the 
Court  House  basement,  refreshments  were  served  and  short  ad- 
dresses were  made  by  Dr.  Schaeffer,  Supt.  Coughlin,  and  members 
of  the  Business  Men's  Association.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  ex- 
ercises a  large  portion  of  the  school  directors,  upon  invitation,  be- 
came honorary  members  of  the  Business  Men's  Association.  On  Fri- 
day morning  the  directors  visited  the  Towanda  high  school  and 
listened  to  addresses  to  the  students  by  Supt.  Coughlin  and  Dr.  N.  C. 
Schaeffer. 

Fully  half  of  the  candidates  for  provisional  and  professional  cer- 
tificates attended  the  six  weeks'  session  of  the  summer  school  con- 
ducted at  the  Susquehanna  Collegiate  Institute  by  Principal  L.  J. 
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Russell,  of  Towanda,  and  Principal  W.  T.  Clarke,  of  South  Waverly. 
This  school  has  come  to  be  a  permanent  institution,  is  very  popular 
and  exceedingly  helpful  in  preparing  teachers. 

Educational  sessions  were  prominent  features  at  all  the  Farmers' 
Institutes  held  in  the  county.  Subjects  pertaining  to  the  improve- 
ment of  educational  conditions  in  the  rural  school  were  discussed  and 
much  helpful  instruction  and  inspiration  given. 


BUCKS  COUNTY— J.  H.  Hoffman. 


I  feel  justified  in  saying  that  the  work  of  the  year  just  closed  has 
been  performed  with  great  zeal  by  those  who  have  charge  of  the 
educational  interests  of  our  county.  We  bave  tried  to  do  our  best. 
The  following  are  a  few  things  which  we  note  with  pleasure: 

The  large  increase  in  our  high  school  enrollments,  showing  the 
growing  interest  in  advanced  education  not  only  in  the  towns,  but 
in  the  rural  districts. 

The  removal  of  the  old-style  stoves  from  more  than  one  hundred 
of  our  rural  buildings  and  the  installation  of  approved  heating  and 
ventilating  apparatus. 

The  interest  taken  in  vocational  work  as  shown  in  a  number  of 
our  schools.  The  Richlandtown  borough  schools  demonstrated  what 
may  be  done  in  this  work  and  their  results  have  aroused  a  wonderful 
interest.  In  Langhorne  borough  a  teacher  from  the  George  School 
faculty  was  employed  to  teach  the  manual  training  work.  Next 
j^ear,  Doylestown  has  provided  for  sewing  for  the  girls  and  weaving 
and  basketry  for  the  boys. 

In  Doylestown  the  Parents'  and  Teachers'  Association  deserves 
great  credit  for  what  they  have  done  in  securing  a  public  children's 
playground.  Through  their  efforts,  Mr.  W.  Atlee  Burpee  donated 
$2,000  for  the  purchase  of  a  four-acre  plot  in  the  center  of  the  town 
for  playground  purposes.  To  Principal  Carmon  Ross  belongs  the 
credit  of  raising  a  fund  for  over  $500  for  the  maintenance  and  equip- 
ment of  the  same. 

The  completion  of  the  new  modern  and  fire-proof  high  school  build- 
ing in  Doylestown  borough  costing  nearly  $50,000,  with  auditorium 
for  public  educational  and  community  purposes,  gymnasium  and 
manual  training  facilities.  At  Trumbauersville  a  fine  one-story 
building  with  four  rooms  was  dedicated  during  the  year. 

In  the  Bensalem  schools  provision  has  been  made  to  secure  a 
traveling  teacher  and  supervisor  for  next  year.     Special  attention 
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will  be  paid  to  sight-singing,  manual  training,  domestic  science, 
agriculture  and  nature  studies. 

In  order  to  secure  better  results  in  the  teaching  of  reading  in  our 
rural  schools,  it  is  the  intention  to  place  a  special  book  on  methods 
of  teaching  reading  in  the  hands  of  the  teachers.  The  book  remains 
the  property  of  the  school  district  library,  and  the  teacher  will  be 
held  acountable  to  the  method  as  advocated.  We  hope  for  better 
results  in  reading  next  year  by  this  method.  Formerly  many  teach- 
ers claimed  they  could  not  afford  to  buy  certain  books  on  pedagogy. 
The  directors  in  a  number  of  our  rural  districts  have  agreed  to  fur- 
nish the  books  as  recommended  by  the  superintendent,  and  the  teach- 
ers will  now  have  to  show  either  what  they  can  do  or  perhaps  their 
lack  of  interest  in  up-to-date  methods  of  teaching. 

Our  Teachers'  County  Institute  held  in  October  was  a  great  suc- 
cess.   The  following  were  our  instructors: 

Dr.  Calvin  N.  Kendall,  Commissioner  of  Education,  New  Jersey. 

Dr.  Earl  Barnes,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Supt.  William  A.  Wirt,  Gary,  Indiana. 

Dr.  Charles  Calvert  Ellis,  Dean  of  School  of  Education,  Juniata 

College. 

Prof.  L.  H.  Dennis,  Agricultural  Expert,  Pennsylvania  State  De- 
partment of  Public  Instruction. 

Dr.  G.  M.  Philips,  Principal  West  Chester  State  Normal  School. 

W.  W.  Woodruff,  ex-Superintendent  of  Bucks  County  Schools. 

Dr.  George  Edward  Reed,  formerly  President  Dickinson  College. 

Miss  Nan  L.  Mildren,  ex-Supervisor  of  Primary  Work  in  Maryland 

Schools. 

Prof.  Robert  J.  McDowell,  Director  of  Music,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


BUTLER  COUNTY— Frank  A.  McClung. 


In  submitting  this  my  second  annual  report  we  have  every  reason 
to  feel  encouraged.  Most  progress  is  made  in  the  districts  where 
the  directors  are  most  careful  in  the  selection  of  their  teachers.  We 
find  too  that  the  most  progress  is  made  in  the  townships  where  the 
o-ood  workers  among  the  teachers  are  retained  from  year  to  year. 
'  Directors  in  our  county  aie  now  asking  the  teachers  to  prepare 
by  at  least  having  a  high  school  education  and  one  year  in  a  teach- 
ers' training  school  before  taking  up  the  work  of  teaching.  This  is 
an  excellent  move  in  the  right  direction. 
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Our  schools  this  year  were  entirely  free  from  trouble  of  any  kind 
except  some  trivial  dissatisfaction  in  a  few  districts. 

"Teachers." 

We  had  three  hundred  twenty- three  (323)  teachers  in  the  county 
last  year  holding  certificates  as  follows: 

Provisional.    U6 

Professional,    51 

State  Normal  Certificate,  57 

State  Normal  Diploma,    48 

County  Permanent 34 

College  Certificates  and  Diplomas, 8 

Number  of  teachers  who  taught  for  first  time, 54 

Our  teachers  are  in  the  majority  of  cases  good,  faithful  workers 
doing  efficient  work  and  showing  their  desire  to  become  better  teach- 
ers by  attending  school  in  the  spring  and  summer  vacations. 

"Teachers'  Meetings." 

Last  fall  before  school  began  we  held  a  meeting  for  young  teachers 
to  help  them  in  starting  to  teach.  Nearly  one  hundred  (100)  attended. 
Last  term  we  held  a  series  of  Teachers'  Meetings  over  the  county  that 
were  a  little  different  from  any  ever  held  before.  Two  meetings 
were  scheduled  to  be  held  in  each  district.  At  one  school  in  the 
district  designated  by  the  superintendent,  the  children  gathered  as 
usual  on  Saturday  and  during  the  forenoon  the  classes  were  held 
as  usual.  The  other  teachers  of  the  district  came  also  at  nine  o'clock 
and  observed  the  teaching  during  the  morning  session.  At  noon 
the  children  were  dismissed  and  during  the  afternoon  session  topics 
of  vital  interest  were  discussed  by  the  teachers  to  whom  subjects  had 
been  assigned.  These  meetings  were  faithfully  attended  by  the 
teachers,  patrons  and  directors.  In  all  fifty-four  (54)  meetings  were 
held  with  a  total  attendance  of  over  four  hundred  (400)  teachers 
and  nearly  two  hundred  (200)  directors.  These  meetings  were 
especially  helpful  to  the  young  teachers.  Aside  from  these  meetings 
local  institutes  were  held  in  nearly  all  the  boroughs  and  some  of  the 
townships. 

"Parent-Teachers'  Organizations." 

In  several  districts  of  the  county  an  organization  of  the  parents 
and  teachers  was  formed  to  promote  sympathy  between  the  teacher 
and  the  parent.  At  these  meetings  topics  of  mutual  interest  to  par- 
ents and  teachers  were  discussed.  In  many  instances  we  find  too 
much  antagonism  between  the  teachers  and  the  parents.     The  more 
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prominent  of  these  organizations  were  in  Hooker,  East  Butler  and 
in  the  Dunbar  district,  Forward  township.  We  hope  to  have  more 
of  these  organizations  formed  during  the  coming  year. 

"County  Institute." 

According  to  the  comments  of  the  teachers  we  had  one  of  the  most 
helpful  Institutes  in  the  history  of  the  county.  This  was  true  for 
two  reasons:  The  teachers  were  as  attentive  a  body  as  speakers 
would  wish  to  address,  and  the  instructors  were  most  interesting  and 
practical  in  their  work.  Miss  Harriett  Eleanor  Cook,  of  Washing- 
ton, Ind.,  gave  instruction  in  primary  work  and  we  were  able  to 
see  the  results  of  this  work,  which  was  much  needed,  in  nearly  every 
district  in  the  county.  Dr.  Schmucker,  of  West  Chester,  spoke  on 
"Nature  Study" ;  Dr.  Davison,  of  Lima,  Ohio,  on  "Literature" ;  Prof. 
William  Stewart,  of  Slippery  Rock,  on  "Psychology,"  and  Prof. 
Chas.  Dobson,  of  California,  led  the  music.  In  the  evenings  we  had 
Dr.  Oneal,  Walter  Eccles  and  the  College  Girls,  Governor  Hoch,  of 
Kansas,  and  Ralph  Bingham. 

The  directors  held  a  two-day  session  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday 
of  the  same  week.  They  were  addressed  by  Supt.  E.  M.  Rapp,  of 
Berks  county;  Dr.  Davison  and  Dr.  Schmucker.  The  directors  also 
took  up  many  questions  among  themselves  which  were  of  immediate 
interest  to  them  in  this  county. 

"Attendance." 

Among  the  10,377  school  children  of  our  county  we  have  many 
enviable  records  of  attendance  without  missing  a  day  or  being  tardy. 
Certificates  were  issued  each  month  to  those  pupils  who  had  not 
been  absent  nor  tardy  during  the  month.  At  the  end  of  the  term 
a  larger  certificate  was  issued  to  those  who  had  gone  the  full  term 
without  missing  a  day  or  being  tardy.  There  were  nearly  five  hun- 
dred (500)  of  such  in  the  county.  Many  children  have  gone  to 
school  five  or  six  terms  and  in  several  instances  eight  terms  with  a 
perfect  attendance  record.  In  a  few  cases  the  compulsory  attendance 
law  was  resorted  to.  The  townships  which  live  up  to  the  law  most 
closely  and  show  the  best  record  along  this  line  are  those  which 
have  a  regularly  employed  attendance  officer,  often  the  constable  of 
the  township,  who  takes  charge  of  the  work  for  the  board  and  is 
paid  a  stated  amount  for  his  services.  Some  townships  are  negligent 
yet  along  this  line  and  feel  that  it  is  impossible  to  strictly  enforce 
this  law,  but  several  townships  have  been  especially  active  and  suc- 
cessful. Among  these  are  Washington,  Fairview  and  Franklin.  We 
hope  that  by  another  year  we  may  report  all  townships  following 
their  example. 
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"High  Schools." 

We  have  fourteen  (14)  high  schools  in  the  county,  five  (5)  town- 
ship high  schools,  and  nine  (9)  borough  high  schools.  Last  year 
all  these  schools  did  excellent  work.  By  making  the  eighth  grade 
examination  rather  thorough  the  year  before  the  class  of  pupils  en- 
tering the  high  schools  was  thoroughly  prepared  for  the  work  re- 
quired of  them,  and  as  a  result  we  noticed  a  marked  improvement  in 
the  work  of  the  high  schools  all  over  the  county.  Dr.  March,  of  the 
Department,  inspected  these  schools  during  December.  Many  of 
the  high  schools  put  in  better  equipment  for  teaching  physics  and 
chemistry,  among  these  Bruin,  Zelienople  and  Fairview  township. 
Zelienople  added  another  teacher  and  takes  its  place  as  a  first  grade 
high  school.  Evans  City  and  Mars  are  following  this  year  and  hope 
to  be  recognized  as  high  schools  of  the  first  grade. 

From  our  high  schools  there  were  graduated  one  hundred  twenty- 
four  (124)  pupils  this  year.  In  the  eighth  grade  examinations  the 
committee  appointed  by  the  superintendent  to  mark  the  papers, 
passed  two  hundred  and  seventeen  (217)  out  of  four  hundred  and 
one  who  took  the  examination.  The  majority  of  these  217  will  enter 
the  high  schools  in  the  fall.  This  year  we  made  the  work  of  the 
committee  easier  and  more  satisfactory  to  themselves  by  sending 
out  a  list  of  test  questions  about  a  month  before  the  examination, 
and  also  sending  out  blanks  for  the  recommendation  of  the  pupils 
by  the  teachers.  This  narrowed  the  number  down  to  those  who  were 
in  the  opinion  of  the  teachers,  prepared  for  the  work.  We  also  sent 
the  marks  to  every  pupil  who  took  the  examination,  both  those  who 
passed  and  those  who  did  not  pass.  This  seemed  very  satisfactory 
to  pupils,  teachers  and  parents.  This  was  the  first  time  this  has 
been  done  in  our  county  and  we  believe  that  it  will  bring  up  the 
scholarship,  as  the  pupils  who  do  not  pass  each  year  know  just 
where  they  are  weak  and  will  remedy  this  weakness  by  the  next 
year. 

"Corn  Growing  Clubs." 

Butler  county  is  more  "fortunate  than  most  counties  in  our  State 
because  of  the  fact  that  we  have  in  the  county  an  expert  agriculturist 
in  the  person  of  Harvey  S.  Adams,  in  co-operation  with  whom  we 
are  doing  some  work  in  the  agricultural  line  among  the  schools  of 
the  county  with  the  end  in  view  of  getting  the  boys  interested  to 
see  that  there  is  a  wide  field  open  to  the  boy  who  knows  the  best 
methods  of  growing  crops;  along  with  this  to  help  him  to  see  the 
pleasant  side  of  farm  life  and  that  the  farm  is  a  good  place  for  a 
wide-awake  boy  to  stay, 
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This  spring  we  selected  six  places  in  the  county  at  which  we 
thought  the  interest  would  be  the  greatest,  and  met  the  boys  of  the 
neighborhood  at  these  places  and  explained  the  plan  of  forming 
the  Boys'  Corn  Growing  Clubs.  The  boys  responded  heartily  and 
as  a  result  we  formed  six  clubs,  the  members  of  which  entered  into 
competition  to  grow  one  acre  of  corn.  Mr.  .^dams  visits  the  boys  in 
their  field  and  gives  suggestions  and  help.  These  six  clubs  have  a 
membership  of  over  forty  boys  who  are  interested  as  never  before 
in  the  growing  of  corn.  We  have  the  work  thoroughly  organized 
and  feel  sure  that  by  another  year  when  the  people  see  the  far-reach- 
ing good  of  the  effort  and  the  value  of  the  work,  we  shall  have  a 
much  larger  membership. 

"Personal  Work." 

The  work  of  a  county  superintendent  is  necessarily  over  all  the 
county,  so  that  the  time  given  to  any  one  district  is  short  and  real 
supervision  of  the  work  is  out  of  the  question.  We  try  to  get  to 
every  school  in  the  county  and  to  visit  a  second  time  where  we  can 
help  the  most.  We  see  many  young  teachers  who  are  in  need  of 
closer  supervision  and  whom  we  feel  could  make  their  work  count 
for  much  more  if  they  had  the  closer  help  of  someone.  In  accordance 
to  this  idea  we  have  been  advocating  township  supervisors  or  a  prin- 
cipal over  two  or  more  districts.  We  believe  that  some  of  the  dis- 
tricts see  the  need  of  tbis  work  and  will  try  the  plan.  We  hope  also 
that  assistant  county  superintendents  will  come  to  our  help  soon. 
This  year  we  made  visits  as  follows: 

Total  visits  made,    407 

Schools  visited  once,   323 

Schools  visited  second  time,   62 

Schools  visited  the  third  time,    21 

Schools  visited  the  fourth  time.  1 

Number  pieces  of  mail  sent  out, 2138 

Miles  traveled  by  rail 2556 

Miles  traveled  otherwise,   2940 

Miles  traveled,    5496 

Public  addresses  made,  17 

The  visits  averaged  one  hour  and  a  quarter  at  each  school ;  in 
some  cases  longer  and  in  a  few  cases  shorter.  In  nearly  every  case 
a  short  talk  was  made  to  the  school.  In  one  hundred  seventy-six 
(176)  visits  I  was  accompanied  by  a  director  and  in  some  cases  by 
the  entire  Board. 

We  have  written  a  column  in  tbe  local  papers  each  week  for  the 
benefit  of  the  teachers,  giving  suggestions  gathered  from  different 
teachers  as  I  made  my  visits.  If  I  saw  something  good  in  a  school 
I  passed  it  on  through  the  paper  to  other  teachers, 
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I  held  ten  (10)  teachers'  examinations  over  the  county  and  the  pro- 
fessional examination.  At  these  examinations  I  had  applicants  as 
follows : 

Total  number  of  applicants  examined  for  provisional 

certificates, 265 

Provisional    certificates   granted,    171 

Applicants  refused  to  whom  reports  were  sent,  ....   94 
Number    of    applicants    examined    for    professional 

certificates,  21 

Number  of  professionals  granted,   16 

Number  of  applicants  for  professionals  refused,  ...     5 
Number  of  professionals  renewed  by  examination,. .   32 
Number  of  professionals  renewed  without  examina- 
tion (ten  years),  3 

"Improvements." 

During  the  year  Summit  township  built  a  new  one-room  school 
house,  Franklin  and  Allegheny  townships  each  closed  a  school  and 
transported  the  pupils,  Adams  township  also  had  a  school  closed 
and  transported  the  pupils  to  another  school.  We  have  several 
other  districts  which  operated  schools  with  only  three,  four,  five 
and  six  pupils  which  we  hope  to  be  able  to  report  closed  this  coming 
fall.  Connoquenessing  borough  added  another  teacher  to  the  grades, 
Butler  township  added  two  extra  teachers  to  its  force  and  built  two 
new  school  houses,  both  these  are  fine  brick  buildings  among  the 
very  best  in  the  county,  one  is  a  one-room  building  and  the  other 
a  two-room  house,  both  are  furnished  with  fine  single  desks. 

We  have  enjoyed  the  work  during  the  past  year;  one  of  the  bright- 
est spots  being  the  kindness  and  hospitality  shown  by  the  people 
among  whom  we  work.  Teachers  have  been  especially  loyal  and 
faithful,  directors  have  co-operated  heartily,  the  press  has  been 
very  willing  to  help,  and  the  Department  has  been  untiring  and 
prompt  in  answering  the  many  inquiries  that  have  been  sent.  To 
all  these  who  have  helped  to  make  the  work  pleasant  and  profitable 
we  give  our  hearty  thanks  and  know  that  we  can  all  pledge  our- 
selves to  do  our  best  to  help  "our  boys  and  girls." 


CAMBRIA  COUNTY— M.  S.  Bentz. 


During  the  past  year  have  we  aimed  to  further  our  policies  of  the 
preceding  year — to  thoroughly  master  the  fundamentals  in  education, 
to  have  the  teachers  feel  their  responsibility,  to  set  a  high  standard 
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in  both  the  moral  and  intellectual  requirements  of  our  teachers  and 
to  have  the  directors  consider  the  boy  and  the  girl  before  the  tax  rate. 
It  is  indeed  gratifying  to  realize  the  responses  from  all  sides. 

Notwithstanding  the  very  bad  roads,  we  were  able  to  visit  all 
but  11  of  our  almost  600  schools.  Almost  every  Saturday  we  met  the 
teachers  and  directors  of  some  one  or  two  of  our  60  districts  and 
reviewed  with  them  the  work  done  in  their  district  and  offered  such 
suggestions  we  thought  expedient.  The  directors  as  well  as  the 
teachers  seemed  quite  enthusiastic  over  these  gatherings.  I  could 
see  a  general  awakening  in  most  of  the  districts,  among  the  directors, 
as  well  as  among  the  teachers. 

We  conducted  a  campaign  throughout  the  year  in  corn  raising. 
We  had  120  feet  of  four  rows  each  of  corn  and  vegetables  at  our 
contest  held  at  the  county  fair.  The  enthusiasm  was  unbounded.  If 
expressions  are  to  be  relied  upon,  our  next  year  will  be  a  "bumper"  in 
raising  corn  in  our  county  among  the  school  boys  and  girls.  The 
champion  award  was  made  to  a  girl  but  nine  years  old. 

We  held  a  week  of  teacher  training  the  last  week  of  August.  Our 
work  was  planned  for  the  young  teachers.  We  did  not  require  the 
teachers  to  come  but  suggested  the  merit  of  our  efforts.  Two  hundred 
and  seventy-six  teachers  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity.  We 
made  the  work  entirely  practical;  the  fundamental  subjects  were 
carefully  analyzed  and  the  every  day  problems  were  carefully  laid 
before  the  young  teachers.  The  interest  was  most  marked..  One 
of  my  instructors  remarked,  "I  never  saw  so  interesting  and  so  inter- 
ested a  body  of  teachers."  The  good  derived  from  the  work  has 
proved  itself  so  clearly  that  the  week  for  the  training  of  the  young 
teachers  before  school  begins  is  a  fixture  with  us. 

We  organized  a  Principals'  Association  two  years  ago.  We  meet 
about  four  times  a  year  and  discuss  our  local  problems.  We  also 
govern  by  this  means  the  athletic  interests  of  our  seventeen  high 
schools.  Last  spring  we  had  a  base  ball  league,  this  fall  we  will 
have  a  field  meet  and  this  coming  winter  we  will  have  a  basket  ball 
league.  Scholastic  standing  and  attendance  are  the  bases  upon  which 
the  eligibility  of  the  boys  is  determined.  We  find  by  this  means 
we  can  hold  the  boys  in  school  and  get  better  results  while  in  school. 

In  the  main  we  are  pleased  with  the  general  progressive  and  sym- 
pathetic spirit  of  our  principals  and  teachers.  The  spirit  is  even 
taking  root  among  our  directors.  All  seem  to  aim  to  do  his  or  her 
duty  in  as  efficient  a  manner  as  possible.  With  a  continuance  of  the 
same  loyalty  and  progressive  attitude  of  my  co-workers  I  feel  assured 
I  can  be  able  to  report  a  still  higher  mark  of  efficiency  when  we  may 
again  report  to  you  upon  our  work. 
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CAMERON— C.  E.  Plasterer. 


There  are  many  features  of  the  work  of  the  year  just  closed  which 
have  given  us  encouragement.  While  teachers  have  taught  with 
varying  degrees  of  success,  we  can  safely  say  that  we  have  had  no 
failures  in  Cameron  County.  The  number  of  teachers  teaching  on 
provisional  certificates  is  decreasing  and  the  number  of  Normal 
school  graduates  increasing.  While  we  lost  some  of  our  strong 
experienced  teachers,  we  had  only  five  in  the  county  who  have  had  no 
previous  experience  as  teachers. 

The  teachers  as  a  rule  have  shown  commendable  professional  zeal. 
All  but  a  very  few  of  our  sixty  teachers  read  educational  papers. 
The  total  attendance  of  teachers  at  the  three  local  institutes  was 
seventy-six.  At  the  local  institute  held  in  Emporium,  March  28  and 
29,  we  were  greatly  helped  by  Prof.  L.  H.  Dennis,  Expert  Assistant 
in  Agricultural  Education,  of  the  State  Department.  Forty-two 
teachers  and  two  hundred  fifty  or  more  directors,  patrons  and  pupils 
were  present  at  one  or  more  sessions  of  this  institute.  We  expect 
to  see  results  of  this  meeting  in  the  work  of  the  next  school  year. 

Among  the  signs  of  progess  which  may  be  noticed  are  the  follow- 
ing: The  Emporium  School  Board  advanced  the  term  to  nine  months 
and  their  high  school  to  the  first  class.  They  also  greatly  improved 
their  two  buildings,  thereby  adding  greatly  to  their  value  and  to  the 
comfort  and  pleasure  of  teachers  and  pupils.  This  Board  has  braved 
popular  disapproval  of  a  raise  of  the  tax  rate  and  is  to  be  congrat- 
ulated upon  the  steps  taken  to  put  the  schools  in  first  class  condition. 

The  School  Board  of  the  Independent  District  opened,  Sept.  23,  in 
Sinnemahoning  a  new  four  room  school  which  is  in  many  respects 
an  excellent  school  building.  The  rooms  are  made  to  comply  with 
the  requirements  of  the  Code  and  of  the  State  Board  of  Education 
as  to  light,  ventilation,  floor  space  and  window  space  per  pupil.  A 
detached  one  room  school  was  closed  and  the  pupils  accommodated 
in  the  new  building.  Only  three  rooms  are  used  at  present.  Possibly 
in  the  near  future  means  will  be  found  for  bringing  the  few  pupils 
who  attend  the  only  remaining  ungraded  school  to  the  central  build- 
ing. 

A  few  teachers  have  accomplished  much  by  interesting  the  people 
of  their  districts  in  the  improvement  of  the  school  properties.  We 
hope  to  see  more  accomplished  along  this  line  during  the  coming 
year. 

The  Annual  Institute  was  held  October  21  to  25,  1912.     The  In- 
structors were  Prof.  O.  L.  Warren,  Elmira,  N.  Y. ;  Supt.  Chas.  Lose, 
Williamsport ;  Supt.  W.  M.  Pierce,  Ridgway;  Prof.  Thos.  I.  Mairs, 
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State  College;  and  Prof.  A.  N.  Palmer  of  New  York  City.  The  even- 
ing attractions  were  Boston  Male  Quartette,  Frank  Dixon,  Gabriel 
Maguire,  and  the  Iroquois  Indian  Orchestra.  Some  excellent  speci- 
mens of  industrial  and  other  school  work  were  shown  in  the  exhibit 
held  in  connection  with  the  County  Institute. 

Patrons'  Day  observed  by  most  of  our  schools  Feb.  23,  brought  out 
a  large  number  of  visitors. 

As  a  result  of  the  eighth  grade  examinations  given  by  the  super- 
intendent, twenty  five  pupils  received  diplomas  as  an  evidence  of 
thorough  work  done  in  the  elementary  course  of  study.  Sixteen  grad- 
uated from  the  Emporium  high  school,  eight  from  Shippen  Township 
high  school  and  five  from  the  Driftwood  high  school. 

All  of  our  school  boards  made  some  efforts  toward  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  compulsory  attendance  section  of  the  School  Code.  We 
are  of  the  opinion,  however,  that  until  the  State  provides  some  other 
method  of  enforcing  the  law  than  by  local  school  officers,  there  will 
still  be  those  who  defy  the  law  or  evade  it  and  keep  their  children 
from  school  without  a  lawful  excuse.  Could  not  some  method  be 
employed  which  would  be  similar  to  that  used  in  the  enforcement  of 
the  pure  food  laws  of  the  State? 

We  believe  that  much  good  has  been  accomplished  through  the 
medical  inspection  furnished  by  the  State  for  our  fourth  class  dis- 
tricts. We  regret  that  not  all  of  our  districts  avail  themselves  of 
this  help.  We  have  no  doubt  however  that  this  service  can  and  will 
be  improved. 

We  have  nothing  further  to  report  in  addition  to  the  facts  set 
forth  in  the  statistical  report  submitted  herewith.  We  desire  to  ac- 
knowledge gratefully  the  helpful  cooperation  of  teachers,  directors, 
and  patrons  and  to  express  our  appreciation  of  the  help  received 
from  the  newspapers  of  the  county  and  from  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction. 


CARBON  COUNTY— James  J.  Bevan, 


Growth  and  improvement  in  one  form  or  another  marked  the  school 
activities  of  this  county  last  year.  There  was  a  large  increase  in  the 
enrollment  of  pupils,  especially  in  Banks,  Lehighton,  Mauch  Chunk 
Township,  Summit  Hill,  and  Palmerton.  Many  conditions  affecting 
school  efficiency  were  improved.  It  was  a  year  of  commendable 
activity,  although  unfavorable  conditions  still  exist  and  many  press- 
ing problems  still  confront  us. 
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Two  new  boroughs  weie  organized  and  will  begin  their  existence 
as  separate  school  districts  this  fall.  Both  were  formed  out  of  por- 
tions of  Lower  Towainensing  Township.  Two  new  buildings  were 
erected:  a  neat,  well  lighted  and  heated  building  of  four  rooms  in 
Franklin  Independent  District;  and  a  beautiful  high  school  building 
containing  five  school  rooms,  a  large  auditorium  and  three  class 
rooms,  and  office  and  directors'  room,  and  many  modern  improve- 
ments, at  Summit  Hill.  Extensive  changes  and  improvements  were 
made  in  the  old  building  at  East  Mauch  Chunk. 

Additions  to  the  school  equipment  were  made  in  many  districts, 
of  which  only  mention  can  be  made  in  this  report.  A  new  domestic 
science  department  in  the  Mauch  Chunk  Township  High  School;  a 
laboratory  of  physical  apparatus  and  other  valuable  material  at 
Weatherly ;  new  globes  in  Franklin ;  new  wall  maps  in  Towamensing ; 
ventilating  stoves  in  East  Penn  and  Mahoning;  and  other  material 
improvements  in  Lehigh  ton,  Mauch  Chunk,  Parry  ville,  Weissport, 
Beaver  Meadow,  Banks,  East  Side,  Lehigh,  Lausanne,  and  Packer. 

Graded  Schools. — The  work  of  these  schools  throughout  the  grades 
and  the  high  schools  was  fairly  satisfactory  and  indicated  an  upward 
tendency.  The  most  commendable  effort  of  the  year  on  part  of  the 
principals  and  supervisors  as  a  result  of  conference  with  the  superin- 
tendent was  to  seek  to  elevate  school  standards  in  management, 
methods  of  teaching,  requirements  for  promotion  and  graduation. 
Some  progress  was  made  in  this  direction,  but  the  end  has  not  yet 
been  attained.  The  problem  is  not  so  much  one  of  quantity  of  work 
to  be  done  as  expressed  in  the  curriculum  as  it  is  of  quality  as  to 
methods  of  teaching  and  the  results  thereof.  The  technical  require- 
ments of  the  State  course  of  study  have  been  fairly  covered  in  all  the 
grades.  The  end  now  sought  is  power  in  addition  to  knowledge — 
power  to  think,  to  speak  and  write  correctly  and  with  some  degree 
of  fluency,  and  to  show  some  aptitude  to  apply  the  knowledge  ac- 
quired to  the  duties  and  problems  of  life.  The  attainment  of  this 
ideal  is  worthy  of  continued  effort. 

In  Palmerton  the  high  school  of  this  prosperous  new  borough 
was  raised  to  a  school  of  the  second  grade  by  the  addition  of  one 
year  to  the  course  of  study.  In  Franklin  Ind.,  Packerton,  and  Weiss- 
port  the  plan  proposed  by  the  High  School  Inspector  in  which  three 
years  of  school  time  are  required  to  complete  the  two-year  curriculum 
was  adopted  with  the  advice  of  the  superintendent.  In  Parryville 
the  regular  two-year  high  school  course  of  study  was  finished,  al- 
though this  school  on  account  of  the  lack  of  the  necessary  number  of 
pupils  and  the  combination  of  the  eighth  grade  with  the  high  school 
grades  is  not  accredited  as  a  high  school.  In  Beaver  Meadow  the 
grammar  school  was  organized  on  a  satisfactory  basis  and  the  eighth 
grade  curriculum  was  this  year  completed. 
4—7—1913. 
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Kural  Schools. — One  of  the  constant  aims  has  been  to  stimulate  the 
improvement  of  the  rural  schools  to  the  end  that  they  might  keep 
pace  with  the  growth  of  the  graded  school  of  the  town,  and  to  help 
it  to  adjust  its  teaching  and  its  influence  to  the  environment  of  the 
country  child.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  record  a  noteworthy  achievement 
in  this  direction — the  successful  teaching  of  agriculture  by  Mr.  John 
W.  Homm  in  Mahoning  Township.  In  this  school,  seed  selection, 
tree  pruning,  and  corn  culture  were  taught  in  a  most  practical  way. 
One  pupil  of  this  school,  Elias  H.  Long,  cultivated  a  quarter  acre  of 
land  on  his  father's  farm  and  raised  thereon  a  crop  of  corn  that 
averaged  about  80  bushels  to  the  acre.  In  a  number  of  other  schools 
this  subject  as  a  school  study  was  taught  with  good  results. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  term  the  superintendent  prepared  a  stand- 
ard equipment  for  one-room  rural  schools  for  the  advice  and  guidance 
of  our  school  boards,  it  presented  a  definite  plan  for  gradual  im- 
provement and  already  has  led  to  desirable  results. 

Classes  were  graduated  in  the  eighth  grade  in  Lehigh,  Franklin, 
East  Penn  and  Packer  townships.  The  examinations  therein  showed 
that  good  work  had  been  done  during  the  term.  The  increase  in  the 
percentage  of  attendance  in  a  number  of  schools  is  gratifying.  The 
Certificate  of  Perfect  attendance  granted  by  the  superintendent  to 
the  pupils  of  the  rural  school  who  deserve  it  has  stimulated  greatly 
the  attendance  of  pupils.  Illustrated  geographical  lectures  were 
given  at  joint  meetings  of  patrons  and  pupils  in  East  Penn,  Lehigh 
and  Packer.  Interesting  flag-raising  exercises  were  held  at  Ashfield 
and  Mahoning.  Special  meetings  of  directors  and  teachers  were  held 
by  the  superintendent  at  which  outlines,  plans,  and  suggestions  for 
more  rational  methods  of  management  and  teaching  were  presented 
to  teachers,  and  the  problems  of  school  attendance,  equipment,  and 
home  co-operation  were  discussed  with  the  directors  and  others  pres- 
ent. 

Educational  Meetings.— The  movement  for  closer  home  co-opera- 
tion made  good  progress.  A  Home  and  School  Association  was  or- 
ganized in  Lehighton,  Mauch  Chunk,  Palmerton  and  Weatherly.  The 
officers  of  these  associations  are  all  persons  of  well  known  intelligence 
and  influence  in  public  affairs.  This  movement  is  most  heartily  com- 
mended to  the  people  of  all  districts  of  the  County  not  already  active 
in  it.  Commencement  exercises  were  held  in  all  the  high  school  dis- 
tricts excepting  Packerton  and  Palmerton.  In  each  of  these  dis- 
tricts the  course  of  study  was  extended  one  year.  Eighth  grade 
exercises  at  Beaver  Meadow  and  Packer  were  very  successful. 

The  County  Teachers'  Institute  was  a  valuable  session  for  the 
instruction  and  inspiration  it  afforded  to  all  grades  of  teachers. 
Large  district  institutes  were  held  at  Lehighton  and  Weatherly. 
The  instruction  given  by  Mr.  L.  H.  Dennis,  State  Expert  in  Agricul- 
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tural  Education,  at  the  County  Institute,  and  by  Miss  Rose  M.  Fetter- 
olf,  State  Expert  Assistant  in  Drawing,  at  our  local  institutes  was 
most  practical  and  suggestive,  and  was  duly  appreciated. 

The  annual  convention  of  the  School  Directors'  Association  was 
held  on  Thursday  of  the  institute  week.  The  interest  shown  at  this 
meeting  indicated  that  our  school  boards  are  actively  concerned  in 
every  phase  of  school  progress.  The  annual  dinner  to  school  di- 
rectors by  Mr.  David  J.  Pearsall,  of  Mauch  Chunk,  was  a  very  en- 
joyable occasion.  Directors  and  teachers  were  the  guests  of  St. 
Mark's  Episcopal  Church,  Rev.  W.  C.  Roberts,  Rector,  at  a  delightful 
organ  recital  by  the  church  organist,  Mr.  Harry  L.  Pobst.  The 
officers  elected  for  the  following  year  are  as  follows:  President,  C. 
W.  Wilhelm ;  Vice-presidents,  C.  O.  Scheirer  and  H.  D.  Lentz ;  Secre- 
tary, G.  S.  Brong;  Treasurer,  J.  K.  Henry;  Auditor,  W.  M.  Angle; 
State  delegates,  H.  D.  Lentz  and  Geo.  T.  Morgan. 

Gifts  to  Public  Schools.— Two  generous  patrons  of  our  schools  and 
their  munificent  gifts  highly  merit  mention  in  this  summary  of  the 
year.  Mrs.  Mary  Packer  Cummings,  of  Mauch  Chunk,  for  years  past 
a  most  generous  patron  of  the  schools  of  her  native  town,  died  on 
October  29,  1912.  A  short  time  before  her  death  she  provided  for  the 
erection  of  a  $10,000  school  building  in  the  Packerton  Independent 
School  District  as  a  memorial  to  her  distinguished  father,  Hon.  Asa 
Packer.  By  her  will  the  East  Mauch  Chunk  Borough  School  Dis- 
trict will  receive  the  income  of  $20,000  annually;  and  Mauch  Chunk 
borough  school  district  will  receive  the  annual  income  of  $10,000  as 
well  as  the  income  of  a  portion  of  her  residuary  estate  amounting  to 
several  thousand  dollars  annually.  These  bequests  to  our  schools 
represent  but  a  part  of  the  widely  distributed  beneficence  of  this 
worthy  woman.     Her  memory  will  long  be  cherished. 

Mr.  John  C.  Dolon,  for  many  years  a  respected  resident  of  Mauch 
Chunk,  also  made  a  very  generous  gift  to  the  Packerton  School  Dis- 
trict in  presenting  without  cost  a  plot  of  about  six  acres  of  ground 
as  a  site  for  the  Packer  Public  School.  This  site  in  situation  and  size 
provides  the  Packerton  District  with  the  finest  school  grounds  in  this 
county.  The  donor  deserves  the  gratitude  of  the  people  of  the  dis- 
trict he  has  thus  assisted  and  this  official  commendation. 

Supervision. — Constant  effort  was  made  in  the  visitation  of  schools 
to  improve  the  character  of  the  methods  of  instruction  and  manage- 
ment in  current  practice;  to  urge  upon  school  boards  the  need  of 
better  equipment  for  teaching  and  of  improved  buildings  and  grounds; 
and  to  arouse  a  strong  public  sentiment  in  favor  of  popular  educa- 
tion. 

An  outline  of  topics  and  suggestions  for  the  teaching  of  the  geo- 
graphy, history  and  civics  of  the  county  was  prepared  by  the  super- 
intendent for  the  use  and  guidance  of  teachers  herein.     Suggestive 
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outlines  based  on  the  state  course  of  study  in  English,  arithmetic, 
agriculture,  and  history  were  also  prepared  for  use.  The  consolida- 
tion of  small,  decreasing  rural  schools  was  strongly  urged  in  several 
school  districts  of  the  county. 

Our  acknoAvledgements  are  due  to  our  school  directors,  principals, 
teachers,  and  the  public  press  of  the  county  for  much  effective  co- 
operation in  all  our  plans  and  labors  for  school  improvement.  To 
Mr.  W.  M.  Dennison,  State  High  School  Inspector  for  this  County, 
for  his  discriminating  inspection  and  his  helpful  suggestions,  to 
whom  much  of  the  general  improvement  in  our  high  schools  is  due. 
All  this  co-operative  activity  in  the  welfare  of  our  public  schools  is 
fully  appreciated  and  is  hereby  duly  commended. 


CENTRE  COUNTY— David  O.  Etters. 


A  healthy  educational  growth  like  a  healthy  physical  growth,  is 
usually  gradual  in  its  process  of  development.  That  being  true,  no 
very  radical  changes  are  noted  in  passing  from  one  school  year  to  the 
next. 

While  the  school  code  has  improved  conditions,  generally,  yet  it 
would  be  coloring  the  truth  and  would  be  exceeding  any  claim  for 
perfection  ever  made  by  the  framers  of  this  instrument,  if  it  were 
expected  that  it  could  remove  all  difficulties  and  annoyances  that  or- 
dinarily beset  school  work.  The  teacher,  the  patron,  the  director 
and  the  general  public  have  some  responsibility  along  with  the  State 
when  it  comes  to  giving  the  child  the  proper  environment  to  fit  him 
completely  for  life's  activities. 

Compulsory  attendance  has  failed  to  accomplish  all  that  was  ex- 
pected of  it  by  way  of  reaching  the  indifferent,  and  more  rigid  enforce- 
ment of  the  law  is  doubtful  as  long  as  a  conflict  is  permitted  to  exist 
between  attendance  and  vaccination.  In  fact  the  criminally  negligent, 
for  whose  especial  benefit  both  laws  were  framed,  refuse  to  respect 
the  latter  that  they  may  avoid  the  requirements  of  the  former.  It 
is  earnestly  hoped  that  some  effective  means  may  soon  be  found  to 
meet  this  vexed  question. 

Our  teachers,  in  the  main,  are  energetic  and  progressive,  as  shown 
in  the  daily  work  and  in  an  effort  to  improve  their  qualifications. 
Practically  all  are  subscribers  to  one  or  more  standard  educational 
journals;  and  each  year  a  larger  number  enroll  for  systematic  work 
in  the  established  reading  course;  and  a  much  larger  number,  too, 
than  formerly,  enter  training  schools  and  colleges  that  they  may 
leceive  broader  special  preparation;  while  still  others,  unable  to  de- 
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vote  the  time  required  to  complete  an  extended  course  in  these  higher 
institutions,  are  taking  advantage  of  the  summer  school  for  teachers, 
established  at  State  College. 

Better  school  houses  better  furnished,  and  in  many  instances 
better  grounds  have  enlisted  the  attention  of  school  boards.  It  is 
hoped  this  spirit  of  improvement  will  continue  to  the  end  that  every 
school  house  in  the  county  shall  be  a  veritable  cottage  with  a  neat 
lawn  surounding  it.  The  work  of  caring  for  the  grounds  should 
belong  to  the  individual  school  communities  rather  than  to  the  dis- 
trict at  large.  This  plan  would  give  rise  to  a  wholesome  rivalry  in  an 
effort  to  surpass  in  the  beauty  of  school  surroundings  in  the  dis- 
trict and  in  the  county,  and  at  the  same  time  it  would  afford  an 
impressive  lesson  in  civic  pride. 

All  high  schools  are  following  the  course  of  study  as  outlined  by 
the  superintendent  and  approved  by  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction. The  elementary  schools  adhere  fairly  closely  to  the  course 
as  arranged  by  the  State. 

Generally  speaking,  the  high  schools  are  doing  satisfactory  work. 
A  few  are  less  effective  than  they  would  be  if  change  of  teacher  were 
less  frequent. 

New  laws  have  multiplied  the  duties  and  resposibilities  of  the 
superintendent  so  that  he  must,  now,  be  very  busy  and  ever  watch- 
ful; for  boards  do  not  always  attach  that  degree  of  importance  to 
required  reports  that  rightfully  belong  to  these  prescribed  forms; 
and  if  not  frequently  reminded  of  the  necessity  of  prompt  action,  by 
the  superintendent,  often  times  there  would  be  serious  danger  of 
tardy  districts  losing  their  right  to  share  in  the  distribution  of  the 
State  aid  to  schools. 

An  increase  in  the  amount  of  time  required  for  clerical  work  has 
materially  lessened  the  time  which  the  superintendent  can  give  to 
inspection  of  schools. 

Twenty-three  examinations  were  held  during  the  year,  twenty-one 
for  the  provisional  and  two  for  the  professional  grade  of  certificate. 
Three  hundred  eight  persons  were  admitted  to  the  provisional  classes, 
seventy-four  of  whom  failed  to  qualify.  Eighteen  teachers  applied 
for  the  higher  form  of  license,  and  twelve  of  these  were  approved. 

Three  hundred  eleven  schools  were  in  operation.  Of  this  number, 
three  hundred  four  were  visited  from  one  to  three  times  by  the  su- 
perintendent. In  these  visitations  more  time  was  given  to  the  un- 
graded than  to  the  graded  school ;  and  more  time  was  spent  with  the 
inexperienced  than  with  the  experienced  teacher.  But  at  best,  in 
a  county  equal  in  area  to  the  entire  State  of  Rhode  Island,  it  is 
physically  impossible  for  the  superintendent  to  give  that  degree  of 
care  to  supervision  necessary  to  prevent  waste  in  time,  money  and 
energy  which  too  frequently  is  the  case  where  no  one  in  particular 
is  held  to  account  for  a  proper  administration  of  plans  and  policies. 
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In  a  few  rural  districts  there  is  a  growing  disposition  toward 
closer  supervision,  and  in  one  district^— Rush,  this  thought  has  taken 
form  and  a  supervising  principal  has  been  selected  who  is  now  en- 
gaged in  organizing  his  work  for  the  coming  year.  This  board  cer- 
tainly deserves  to  be  commended  for  the  advanced  stand  which  it  has 
taken. 

District  supervision  and  centralization  of  schools  will  eventually 
come  to  be  regarded  as  necessary  in  the  proper  administration  of 
our  rural  schools.  Of  course,  it  is  going  to  require  a  little  time  before 
a  majority  of  those  interested  will  come  to  see  that  efficiency  is  the 
real  index  to  economy  in  school  matters. 

The  county  institute,  which  continues  to  be  a  great  enducational 
event,  was  held  in  the  new  Court  House  at  Bellefonte,  Nov.  11-15. 
The  instructors  were  Dr.  Arthur  Holmes,  Dr.  S.  E.  Weber  and  Prof. 
Thos.  I.  Mairs,  all  of  State  College;  Prof.  C.  D.  Koch,  Department  of 
Public  Instruction,  Harrisburg;  Supt.  S.  R.  Shear,  Poughkeepsie, 
N.  Y. ;  and  Dr.  J.  I.  Woodruff,  Susquehanna  University. 

A  number  of  local  institutes  and  teachers'  meetings  were  held 
throughout  the  county.  For  the  most  part,  these  meetings  were  well 
attended  and  were  productive  of  much  good.  In  several  districts 
it  is  now  a  fixed  policy  to  hold  monthly  teachers  meetings,  and  for 
the  coming  year  all  districts  are  urged  to  adopt  this  course.  In  the 
absence  of  closer  supervision  this  is  especially  the  plan  to  insure 
some  degree  of  concerted  action  in  serving  the  interests  of  our  rural 
schools. 

A  Directors'  Association  met  in  Bellefonte,  Nov.  13-14.  One  hun- 
dred twenty-two  directors  out  of  a  total  of  one  hundred  seventy-five 
were  present.  The  meeting  was  one  of  the  most  interesting  in  the 
history  of  the  association. 

Indeed,  the  time  would  seem  to  have  come  when  those  held  respon- 
sible for  a  proper  prosecution  of  public  school  interests  have  become 
keenly  aware  of  possessing  a  rare  privilege;  for  clothed  as  it  is 
with  vast  and  peculiar  responsibilities,  who  can  gainsay  that  the 
very  life  of  the  nation  is  largely  in  the  keeping  of  those  entrusted 
with  the  management,  administration  and  guidance  of  our  public 
schools,  since  the  life  of  the  nation  depends  upon  the  intelligence  of 
her  people  and  this  in  turn  upon  the  efficiency  of  the  public  school. 
Anything  that  threatens  harm  to  our  great  system  of  free  education, 
strikes  at  the  Very  root  of  our  republican  institutions. 

In  conclusion,  thanks  are  due  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion for  helpful  advice  always  cheerfully  given;  to  the  faithful  teach- 
ers for  loyal  support ;  to  directors  who  have  made  an  honest  effort  to 
administer  the  affairs  of  the  district  to  the  betterment  of  school 
conditions;  to  the  county  press  for  the  published  reports  of  educa- 
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tional  meetings  held;  and  finally  to  the  patrons  of  the  schools  through- 
out the  county  for  the  many  kiud  and  helpful  words  of  encouragement 
which  have  ever  greeted  the  Superintendent  on  his  round  of  duty. 


CHESTER  COUNTY— G.  W.  Moore. 


The  past  year  was  one  of  more  than  ordinary  interest  in  educational 
matters  in  the  county.  The  directors  have  been  zealous  in  the  per- 
formance of  their  duties  in  the  matter  of  new  buildings  and  improve- 
ment of  school  property.  The  closing  year  has  been  exceptional. 
In  each  of  the  boroughs  of  Atglen  and  Avondale  two  rooms  were 
added  to  meet  the  growing  needs  of  the  boroughs.  At  Avondale  the 
course  was  changed  from  a  third  grade  to  a  second  grade  high 
school  and  an  additional  high  school  teacher  employed.  North 
Coventry  erected  a  most  complete  high  school  building  on  a  six  acre 
tract  of  land — the  finest  situation  possible.  Elverson  borough  has 
made  valuable  improvement  to  her  building.  East  Fallowfield  is 
completing  a  new  building  at  Hustonville.  Highland  township 
erected  one  of  the  best  one  room  buildings  to  be  found  anywhere. 
Easttown  township  erected  a  splendid  six  room  building  at  Berwyn. 
Tredyffrin  township  is  making  valuable  improvements  at  North 
Berwyn.  Warwick  has  built  a  one  room  high  school  building  cen- 
trally located. 

In  every  case  the  State  Board  was  consulted;  as  a  result  the 
buildings  are  constructed  to  meet  more  adequately  the  needs  of  the 
schools— this  being  particularly  true  as  to  lighting  and  ventilating. 
In  many  of  the  one  room  buildings  throughout  the  county  new  heat- 
ing and  ventilating  plants  have  been  installed  which  seem  to  give 
entire  satisfaction. 

The  work  of  the  teachers,  on  the  whole,  has  been  faithful  and 
earnest.  Never  before  have  so  many  of  our  teachers  been  in  attend- 
ance at  the  various  summer  schools.  During  the  entire  year,  many 
of  them  pursued  special  courses  on  Saturdays. 

The  interest  of  the  children  has  been  commendable.  The  attend- 
ance and  progress  have  been  satisfactory.  The  Elementary  Course 
of  Study  undoubtedly  will  help  to  produce  better  results. 

The  Annual  Institute  was  held  during  the  week  beginning  Oct. 
28.  Our  teachers  every  year  are  evincing  an  increasing  interest  in 
the  Annual  Teachers'  Institute.  While  the  bills  to  increase  teachers' 
salaries  and  tenure  of  office  failed  at  Harrisburg,  we  know  of  no 
better  way  by  which  the  teacher  may  secure  these  recognitions  than 
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by  rising  in  the  profession  in  their  own  estimation  and  also  the 
appreciation  of  the  community  whose  members  they  so  faithfully 
serve.  Our  institute  instructors  were  Dr.  G.  M.  Philips,  Prof.  A.  D. 
Cromwell,  Dr.  Francis  H.  Green,  Dr.  Henry  Suzzallo,  Supt.  D.  A. 
Harman,  Dr.  William  Wirt,  Dr.  George  Leslie  Omwake,  Supt.  W.  N. 
Clifford.  Evening  entertrainments  were  lectures  by  Hon.  E.  J. 
Burkett  and  Dr.  Henry  Suzzallo ;  concert  by  Welsh  Choir. 

As  is  our  custom  one  half  of  the  time  of  the  institute  is  devoted 
to  section  work  as  follows :  high  school,  grammar  grade,  ungraded  and 
primary.  This  arrangement  offers  opportunity  for  the  several  groups 
of  teachers  to  discuss  the  problems  in  which  they  are  primarily  inter- 
ested. 

The  interest  of  the  home  and  the  school  is  ever  increasing  as  evi- 
denced by  the  number  of  parent  and  teachers'  associations,  school  and 
home  leagues  organized  throughout  the  county. 

The  directors  held  two  conventions  during  the  year.  The  first 
was  held  the  forenoon  of  Thursday  (Nov.  1)  of  institute  week  when 
they  were  ably  addressed  by  Dr.  George  Leslie  Omwake  of  Ursinus 
College  and  Supt.  William  Wirt  of  Indiana.  In  the  afternoon  the 
directors  met  with  the  teachers'  institute.  The  second  convention 
was  held  Feb.  24th  and  was  addressed  by  Dr.  W.  C.  Bagley  of  the 
University  of  Illinois.  This  being  the  regular  annual  convention  of 
school  directors,  officers  were  elected  as  follows: — Dr.  S.  C. 
Schmucker,  president;  George  S.  Hutton  and  William  P.  Rhoads, 
vice-presidents;  Miller  M.  Boyd,  Secretary;  Walter  P.  Jeffries, 
Treasurer.  The  date  of  the  annual  convention  was  changed  to  the 
second  Monday  of  December. 

The  books  adopted  by  the  Professional  Reading  Society  for  the 
teachers'  reading  course  were  The  Life  of  Alice  Freeman  Palmer  and 
The  Teaching  Process,  which  proved  to  be  very  helpful  to  the  large 
number  of  teachers  enrolled. 

Numerous  educational  meetings  were  held  throughout  the  county 
during  the  year,  chief  among  them  was  the  meeting  of  the  Educational 
Association  at  the  Tredyffrin-Easttown  High  School,  Berwyn,  Jan. 
23d.  The  address  of  the  day  was  delivered  by  Prof.  Earl  Barnes. 
At  the  noon  hour  lunch  was  served  to  the  assembly  by  the  domestic 
science  classes  of  Tredyffrin-Easttown  high  school  under  the  direc- 
tion of  their  teacher.  Everything  from  the  setting  of  the  table 
to  the  mixing  of  the  mayonnaise  dressing  was  done  by  the  class,  and 
most  of  the  vegetables  were  raised  by  the  class  in  agriculture,  on 
the  school  grounds,  under  the  direction  of  the  principal. 

During  the  past  year  the  serving  of  hot  lunches  in  two  of  the 
rural  schools  of  Tredyffrin  township  proved  to  be  entirely  satis- 
factory and  successful  and  the  movement  will  be  extended  during  the 
coming  year. 
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April  12th  we  were  honored  by  the  presence  of  Millard  B.  King  and 
L.  H.  Dennis,  expert  assistants  from  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction, Harrisburg.  We  hope  to  make  this  a  feature  in  future, 
years. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Farm  Bureau  to  take  charge 
of  a  special  exhibit  of  agricultural  and  domestic  science  products  sup- 
plied by  the  boys  and  girls  in  the  public  schools  of  Chester  County. 

An  event  of  more  than  ordinary  interest  in  educational  circles 
occurred  in  our  county  Feb.  20th  when  a  Silver  Jubilee  was  given 
Prof.  R.  S.  Macnainee,  Supervising  Principal  of  Tredyffrin  and 
Easttown  districts,  in  recognition  of  his  faithful  services.  In  the 
presence  of  his  admiring  friends  and  neighbors  who  crowded  the 
beautiful  high  school  auditorium,  Mr.  Charles  H.  Charlton,  member 
of  the  Tredyffrin  School  board,  presented  Prof.  Macnamee  with  a 
purse  of  over  $300  contributed  gladly  by  his  loving  freiends.  In  an 
appropriate  address,  Prof.  Macnamee  very  feelingly  expressed  his 
gratitude  for  this  unexpected  testimonial.  Others  present  who  spoke 
in  appreciation  of  the  fine  tribute  so  worthily  bestowed  upon  this 
faithful  Chester  County  educator  were  Dr.  Martin  G.  Brumbaugh, 
Supt.  of  Philadelphia  Schools,  Supt.  G.  W.  Moore,  Supt.  B.  E.  Laramy, 
Phoenixville,  Principal  D.  H.  Bobbins,  Supt.  Addison  L.  Jones,  West 
Chester,  Principal  Thomas  A.  Bock,  Spring  City,  Principal  John  H. 
Hunsicker,  Downington,  Dr.  Thomas  G.  Aiken  representing  the 
alumni  of  Easttown,  Samuel  W.  Toner,  a  member  of  the  Tredyffrin 
school  board,  and  Miss  Ida  Channell  who  spoke  in  behalf  of  the 
teachers. 

In  Memoriam. 
Last  year  it  was  our  sad  duty  to  record  a  testimonial  to  the 
memory  of  ex-County  Superintendent  Joseph  H.  Walton.  This  year 
we  are  called  upon  to  render  similar  tribute  to  two  more  of  the  ex- 
County  Superintendents  of  Chester  County,  who,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty-eight  were  called  from  faithful  services  to  higher  rewards. 
With  the  death  of  ex-County  Superintendents  of  Schools,  W.  W. 
Woodruff  and  Jacob  W.  Harvey,  Chester  County  loses  the  last  of  a 
group  of  noted  educators  who  meant  so  much  to  the  intellectual 
development  of  the  youth  of  the  county  during  the  latter  part  of 
the  nineteenth  century.  How  much  Chester  County  owes  to  these 
men  for  her  learning  can  not  be  estimated  by  any  known  standards, 
but  it  can  be  truthfully  said  that  they  laid  the  foundations  of  our 
splendid  educational  system  of  to-day. 

These  men  served  as  County  Superintendents  in  Chester  County 
as  follows: 

W.  W.  Woodruff,   18G0— 1869 

Jacob  W.  Harvey, 1877 — 1887 
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CLARION  COUNTY— N.  E.  Heeter 


In  submitting  our  fifth  annual  report  for  the  schools  of  Clarion 
county,  we  are  glad  to  report  an  increasing  interest  in  the  public 
schools.  We  have  made  a  determined  effort  to  make  our  school  work 
more  efficient  all  along  the  line  and  the  results  show  that  we  have  suc- 
ceeded, at  least,  in  a  measure. 

School  Improvements. 

The  past  year  saw  much  activity  in  improving  school  buildings. 
Many  buildings  which  were  scarcely  habitable  have  been  put  into 
suitable  condition  for  the  children  to  live  in.  There  is  scarcely  a 
district  in  the  county  but  what  has  done  something  to  make  the  school 
buildings  more  comfortable.  People  are  beginning  to  awaken  to  the 
fact  that  the  buildings  in  which  the  children  are  housed  for  six 
hours  per  day,  to  say  the  least,  ought  to  be  comfortable  and  clean  and 
the  dirty  walls  are  disappearing  under  coats  of  paint  and  bolts  of 
paper;  new  single  seats  are  replacing  the  old  defaced  double  seats; 
slate  blackboards  are  taking  the  place  of  the  bare  walls  where  a 
coat  of  black  paint  once  was  but  which  time  and  use  have  almost 
effaced ;  better  heating  and  ventilating  systems  are  being  installed  in 
some  districts ;  the  open  water  pail,  the  accumulator  and  distributor 
of  disease  germs  is  being  replaced  by  sanitary  drinking  fountains 
and  closed  vessels  with  spigot  attached;  school  rooms  are  being 
beautified  in  various  ways.  We  have  much  to  be  thankful  for  but 
much  more  to  hope  for.  The  campaign  for  better  school  buildings, 
better  school  grounds  and  better  school  equipment  has  just  begun. 


Letter  to  Directors. 

Stand  Pat  or  Progressive,  Which? 

We  are  living  in  a  progressive  age.  The  spirit  of  improvement  can 
be  seen  on  every  hand  along  every  line  of  activity.  The  country  folk 
are  the  most  conservative  of  all  people  and,  hence,  the  slowest  to  do 
away  with  the  old  which  has  served  them  well  and  taken  on  the 
new.  This  is  true  in  educational  affairs  as  well  as  along  other  lines 
of  activity.  Time  has  given  to  the  little  old  red  school  house  at  the 
cross  roads  such  a  sacred  place  in  history  that  school  boards  are  often 
loath  to  touch  it  even  though  it  be  much  in  need  of  repairs.  School 
boards  in  some  sections  of  the  county  have  been  greatly  persecuted 
because  they  have  mustered  courage  enough  to  consolidate  several  of 
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the  rural  schools  and  have  given  the  children  greatly  improved  educa- 
tional advantages  in  a  modern  school  building.  Somehow  many 
people  do  not  agree  with  the  sentiment  the  immortal  poet  breathed 
when  he  wrote: 

New  occasions  teach  new  duties; 

Time  makes  ancient  good  uncouth: 
We  must  onward  then  and  upward, 

If  we  keep  abreast  the  truth. 

Even  though  the  time  honored  school-house  has  won  an  exalted 
place  in  history  because  of  the  great  service  it  has  rendered  humanity, 
this  is  no  reason  why  we  should  permit  it  to  stand  on  its  merits 
and  not  attempt  to  make  it  more  serviceable  than  it  has  been. 

The  school  director  in  this  generation  has  a  great  opportunity 
before  him.  We  are  living  today  in  a  great  transition  period.  We  are 
breaking  the  coats  of  mail  that  have  bound  us  to  the  past  with  chains 
of  adamant  and  are  looking  at  things  as  they  ought  to  be  rather  than 
as  they  are. 

On  every  hand  we  hear  the  clamor  for  better  school  buildings,  bet- 
ter equipment,  a  more  liberal  supply  of  reading  material,  better  and 
more  extensive  playgrounds,  more  sanitary  conditions  about  all  the 
buildings,  better  heating  and  ventilating  systems.  The  pupil  today 
has  the  center  of  the  stage  in  educational  affairs  and  everything 
that  will  add  to  the  development  of  his  intellectual,  moral,  physical, 
and  esthetic  nature  must  be  done.  Hence,  we  have  started  the  crusade 
for  better  equipment,  better  buildings,  more  improved  grounds,  etc., 
etc.,  etc.,  and  the  school  director  who  takes  the  stand  for  everything 
that  will  add  to  the  possibilities  for  the  education  of  all  the  children 
in  the  community,  even  though  he  may  be  criticised  by  those  who  look 
at  the  dollar  rather  than  at  the  education  of  the  child,  will  be  looked 
upon  by  the  coming  generations  as  a  benefactor. 

We  feel  greatly  encouraged  by  the  extensive  improvements  along 
the  lines  mentioned,  that  were  made  last  year,  but  there  are  still 
buildings  in  the  county  that  ought  to  be  repaired  before  school  opens 
next  fall.  We  realize  that  all  the  necessary  improvements  cannot  be 
made  at  once  but  we  wish  to  urge  our  directors  to  keep  repairing 
the  buildings  that  need  it  most  and  in  a  few  years  we  will  have  our 
buildings  all  in  a  habitable  condition. 

High  School  Teachers  Organize. 

The  high  school  teachers  of  the  county  organized  themselves  into 
a  local  institute  committee  and  scheduled  thirty-six  local  institutes 
to  be  held  at  different  points  throughout  the  county,  mostly  in  the 
rural  communities.     We  decided  to  carry  the  campaign  for  better 
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school  advantages  to  the  very  threshold  of  the  country-folk,  and  our 
efforts  were  greatly  rewarded,  because,  during  the  past  summer 
more  improvements  were  made  than  during  the  three  previous  years. 
These  meetings  were  also  the  means  of  stimulating  school  senti- 
ment, of  bringing  teacher,  parent,  pupil  and  director  together  in 
the  same  meeting  in  which  a  better  understanding  of  their  mutual 
relations  was  developed  and  of  adjusting  matters  peculiar  to  each 
individual  district  or  school.  The  following  set  topics  were  discussed 
at  each  meeting:  The  elementary  course  of  study;  Agriculture  in  the 
rural  schools;  Minimum  requirements  for  high  school  entrance; 
Public  school  improvements ;  The  School  as  a  social  center ;  Monthly 
meetings  of  directors  and  teachers;  Spelling  contests;  Method  in  the 
various  branches ;  The  books  of  the  Teachers'  Reading  Course. 


The  Spelling  Contest 

Perhaps  the  most  important  innovation  introduced  into  the 
schools  of  Clarion  county  during  the  past  year  was  the  spelling  con- 
test. The  county  superintendent  had  published  weekly  in  four  of 
the  county  papers  a  list  of  one  hundred  words.  These  words  were 
to  be  taught  in  the  7th  and  8th  grades  during  each  week.  This 
method  was  followed  for  twelve  consecutive  weeks  during  which 
twelve  hundred  words  had  been  given  through  the  papers.  At  the 
end  of  the  twelve  weeks  each  school  had  a  contest  to  select  the  two 
best  spellers  to  send  to  the  district  contest  and  each  district  had  a 
contest  to  select  the  two  best  spellers  to  send  to  the  county  contest, 
which  was  held  during  the  county  institute.  The  district  contests 
became  quite  spirited  and  in  several  instances  the  twelve  hundred 
words  were  not  sufficient  to  select  the  winners  and  words  that  had 
not  been  studied  in  school  had  to  be  used.  In  one  township  in  which 
there  were  seventeen  contestants  after  the  twelve  hundred  words  had 
been  pronounced  there  were  still  five  contestants  standing.  Fifty- 
five  pupils  from  the  various  districts  qualified  for  the  county  con- 
test and  at  the  hour  set  for  the  spelling  the  largest  audience  that  ever 
assembled  at  a  day  session  of  the  county  institute  had  gathered.  The 
contestants  showed  remarkable  grit  and  nerve  in  facing  the  large  au- 
dience and  in  spelling  unhesitatingly  the  words  that  had  been  taught 
them  during  the  first  half  of  the  term.  After  four  hundred  words 
had  been  pronounced  (and  the  words  were  by  no  means  easy)  and 
after  an  hour's  time  had  been  used  but  three  pupils  had  gone  down. 
The  committee  then  decided  that  other  words  would  have  to  be  used 
in  order  to  find  the  winners  before  darkness  would  set  in.  Three 
spellers  with  which  the  pupils  were  not  familiar  were  brought  in  and 
the  pronouncing  continued  for  an  hour  and  thirty  minutes  longer. 
During  all  this  time  the  vast  audience  remained  anxiously  awaiting 
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the  result.  At  5.30  P.  M.,  Miss  Genevieve  Ochs,  of  Ashland  township, 
spelled  the  word  her  only  remaining  competitor  missed  and  was 
awarded  the  first  prize  of  twelve  dollars  and  a  valuable  book.  The 
second  prize  of  eight  dollars  went  to  Miss  Elda  Seigworth,  of  Wash- 
ington township,  and  the  third  prize  of  five  dollars  to  Miss  Ruth 
Henry  of  Licking  township.  The  peculiar  fact  about  the  result  is 
that  all  the  prizes  went  to  township  pupils. 

The  School  as  a  Social  Center. 

We  have  been  insisting  upon  a  wider  use  of  the  school  plant.  Ef- 
fort is  being  made  to  get  the  parents  into  the  school  house  as  often 
as  possible.  To  encourage  this  we  have  urged  literary  programs, 
Washington-birthday  Exercises,  Spelling  Contests,  Patron's  Day, 
School  Picnics,  etc.,  etc.,  to  all  of  which  the  patrons  and  directors  are 
invited  by  invitations  written  by  the  children. 

Patron's  Day. 

Our  Patrons'  Day  last  year  was  the  banner  day  of  the  school  year. 
About  two-thirds  of  the  schools  observed  this  day  byj-endering  a  rous- 
ing program  and  in  many  cases  the  capacity  of  the  building  was  not 
sufficient  to  accommodate  all  the  visitors.  The  directors,  parents  and 
children  all  had  a  place  on  the  program  and  the  results  justify  the 
effort.  The  program  was  a  "What  can  we  do  to  improve  our  schools" 
one  and  many  valuable  suggestions  were  made  along  this  line. 

The  County  Institute  and  Directors'  Convention. 

These  meetings  were  both  up  to  the  usual  high  standard  and  were 
both  held  during  the  same  week.  The  Institute  instructors  were: 
Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  Dr.  J.  C.  Willis,  Dr.  Richard  Edwin  Lee, 
Prin.  Harry  M.  Schaeffer,  Prof.  G.  S.  Smith,  music,  Miss  Mona 
Decker,  Miss  Mary  Eddy. 

Lecturers  and  Entertainers. — Edwin  Albert  Wiggam,  Apollo  Con- 
cert Co.,  The  Pilgrim  Girls,  Hon.  Frank  Hanley. 


CLEARFIELD  COUNTY— W.  E.  Tobias. 


The  school  work  in  Clearfield  county  has  been  moving  along  nicely 
during  the  past  year;  nearly  all  of  the  teachers  doing  good  work. 
We  had  more  Normal  and  College  trained  teachers  in  the  county  this 
year  than  ever  before.    The  teachers  seem  to  be  realizing  more  each 
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year  the  advantage  and  the  necessity  of  careful  professional  training. 
The  boards  should  encourage  this  spirit  by  raising  salaries  as  a  re- 
ward for  efficiency.  The  State  could  help  out  in  this  by  making  the 
appropriation  sufficient  to  cover  the  five  dollar  advance  provided  by 
the  School  Code.  The  decrease  in  the  number  of  male  teachers  from 
year  to  year  is  quite  noticeable,  this  will  continue  to  be  the  case 
until  there  is  a  raise  in  salaries.  We  can't  expect  our  young  men 
to  enter  the  ranks  when  they  can  get  better  salaries  at  almost  any 
other  kind  of  work.  When  we  pay  men  from  seventy-five  to  one 
hundred  dollars  per  month  for  driving  the  mules  in  our  coal  mines 
and  forty  or  fifty  dollars  for  teaching  our  boys  and  girls  we  must 
expect  a  dearth  of  male  teachers.  As  long  as  we  do  this  we  cannot 
demand  a  very  high  order  of  efficiency  in  our  school  work. 

One  of  the  greatest  needs  of  Clearfield  county,  and  I  think  the  same 
is  true  of  every  other  rural  county  in  the  State,  is  for  closer  supervis- 
ion The  provision  for  Assistant  Superintendents  was  a  partial  solu- 
tion to  this  question  but  we  are  sorry  to  note  that  the  Legislature 
continues  to  make  this  part  of  the  Code  inoperative  by  refusing  to 
appropriate  the  money  for  the  salaries  of  these  assistants. 

During  the  year  we  made  five  hundred  and  forty-seven  official 
school  visits  averaging  three-fourths  of  an  hour  each.  In  order  to  do 
this  in  a  county  like  Clearfield  it  is  necessary  to  be  on  the  road  five 
days  each  week  for  the  entire  school  term.  Under  such  conditions  it 
can  be  seen  readily  that  the  supervision  cannot  be  as  close  as  it 

should  be. 

There  were  one  hundred  nine  graduates  from  the  ungraded  schools. 
These  were  granted  eighth  grade  diplomas  entitling  them  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  any  of  the  high  schools  of  the  county.  A  great  many  of 
these  will  enter  high  school  this  fall.  There  is  a  growing  high  school 
sentiment  in  the  county.  The  classes  are  growing  each  year.  The 
sixteen  high  schools  all  graduated  good  classes,  Curwensville  led 
with  a  class  of  thirty-two,  Clearfield  came  next  with  a  class  of  twenty- 
seven  We  are  especially  proud  of  the  work  that  the  high  schools 
are  doing     We  have  a  very  efficient  corps  of  high  school  principals. 

We  are  also  much  gratified  at  the  interest  the  districts  are  taking 
in  the  beautifving  and  improving  of  their  grounds  and  buildings. 
This  is  especially  noticeable  in  some  of  the  country  districts.  The 
people  are  beginning  to  realize  that  the  best  in  the  way  of  school 
architecture  and  school  grounds  is  none  too  good  for  our  boys  and 
girls'  and  that  the  school  sentiment  and  educational  advancement 
of  a 'community  is  judged  largely  by  the  character  of  its  school 
grounds  and  buildings. 

The  County  Institute  was  held  the  week  of  December  sixteenth. 
There  were  five  hundred  and  twenty  teachers  enrolled.  The  day  in- 
structors were  Dr.  Chas.  Street  of  Syracuse  University,  N.  Y.,  Dr.  F. 
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B.  Pearson,  Columbus,  Ohio;  Dr.  Frank  Wheeler,  Mercer,  Pa.;  Dr. 
Byron  King,  Pittsburg.  The  night  entertainers  were  Dr.  Lincoln 
McConnell,  Dr.  Ernest  Wray  O'Neal,  Kellogg-Haynes  Singing  Party, 
and  Roney's  Boys. 

Eight  Local  Institutes  were  helu  la  different  parts  of  the  county. 
These  were  well  attended.  The  time  was  taken  up  largely  by  informal 
discussions  on  practical  school  problems.  These  meetings  should  be 
very  helpful  to  the  inexperienced  teachers. 

The  Directors'  Convention  was  held  during  the  week  of  the  County 
Institute.  It  was  well  attended  and  the  discussions  were  timely  and 
helpful. 


CLINTON  COUNTY— Ira  N.  McCloskey. 


In  submitting  my  report  for  the  school  year  closing  July  first,  I 
am  pleased  to  note  the  spirit  of  progression  prevailing  throughout 
the  county  in  every  department  of  educational  work  from  the  most 
isolated  school  of  the  country  district  to  the  advanced  grade  of  our 
borough  high  schols. 

A  decided  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  material  equipment  of 
the  schools,  and  in  a  higher  standard  of  proficiency  on  the  part  of  the 
teacher.  Greater  attention  is  being  paid  to  sanitation  and  to  orna- 
mentation of  school  property.  Reports  at  the  close  of  the  year 
showed  that  over  $1,000  were  raised  through  entertainments  and 
socials  by  teachers  and  pupils  for  the  purpose  of  papering,  purchasing 
pictures,  library  books,  maps  and  musical  instruments.  Several  new 
pianos  have  been  purchased  in  the  past  year.  A  number  of  new  flags 
were  bought  by  individual  schools  while  others  were  presented  by 
Camps  of  Patriotic  Order  Sons  of  America. 

The  course  of  study  for  elementary  schools  put  out  by  the  Depart- 
ment last  year  has  been  of  great  service  to  young  teachers  of  rural 
schools.  It  has  given  them  a  working  model  that  will  assist  young 
people  in  their  preparation  for  high  school. 

A  number  of  our  school  boards  included  the  teachers  in  a  combined 
monthly  meeting  in  which  school  administration,  studies,  etc.,  were 
jointly  discussed,  for  one  hour  at  least,  prior  to  the  general  rou- 
tine of  business  transacted  by  school  boards.  These  joint  meetings 
have  been  very  helpful  to  teachers  in  the  discipline  of  the  school. 
The  attendance  of  teachers  at  these  meetings  stimulated  the  attend- 
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ance  of  the  members  of  the  school  board.  These  meetings  were  of 
semi-private  nature  which  gave  the  teachers  more  freedom  in  re- 
porting the  working  of  their  individual  school. 

Interest  in  the  agricultural  work  is  growing  quite  popular  in  our 
schools.  The  demands  made  for  more  practical  things  in  life  is  on 
the  increase.  Education  on  the  line  of  helping  "home  life"  adds  dig- 
nity and  worth  to  citizenship. 

Domestic  science  has  been  given  a  place  in  several  of  the  high 
schools  for  one  hour  each  week,  in  which  the  girls  are  taught  the 
use  of  the  needle  and  the  art  of  house  keeping,  while  the  boys  are 
being  instructed  in  the  common  business  forms  and  commercial  law. 

The  sessions  of  the  Fifty-seventh  Annual  Teachers'  Institute  were 
held  in  Renovo  during  the  week  of  October  28th.  This  was  the  first 
visit  of  the  county  institute  to  Renovo  in  thirteen  years.  The  insti- 
tute was  one  of  the  most  helpful  and  inspiring  ever  held  in  the 
county.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  the  teachers  of  Renovo 
for  the  assistance  given  in  securing  homes  for  teachers  and  in  assist- 
ing in  the  finances  of  the  institute. 

Seven  local  institutes  were  held  throughout  the  county  during  the 
school  term.    All  were  well  attended  by  teachers  and  patrons. 

A  very  important  meeting  of  the  County  Association  of  School 
Directors  was  held  in  the  Court  House  in  Lock  Haven,  January  16. 
Dr.  R.  B.  Tietrick,  Deputy  Superintendent  Public  Instruction, 
was  the  chief  speaker.    There  were  115  directors  present. 

Under  the  supervision  of  Dr.  George  P.  Singer,  Principal  of  Central 
State  Normal  School,  this  institution  was  opened  on  first  of  July, 
1912,  for  a  special  term  of  five  weeks  for  any  teachers  who  might  wish 
to  review  their  studies,  or  take  new  subjects  for  future  work.  The 
term  proved  to  be  a  success  both  numerically  and  financially.  Nearly 
all  of  our  young  teachers  attended  the  sessions  of  this  school. 

While  76  per  cent  of  our  teachers  hold  high  grade  certificates  yet 
a  large  number  spent  the  summer  vacation  in  special  teacher-training 

schools. 

The  work  of  our  eleven  township  and  borough  high  schools  was 
above  the  average  because  of  State  demands  made  in  the  new  course 
of  study.    Total  number  of  graduates  for  the  year  is  65. 

The  whole  number  of  official  visits  made  during  the  year  was  396. 
During  the  term  I  had  the  pleasure  of  146  associated  visits  of  differ- 
ent members  of  school  boards  on  my  trips. 

The  old  statement—  "As  the  teacher  is,  so  is  the  school"— proves 
its  truth  each  school  year.  There  is  a  healthy  school  sentiment  where 
the  teachers  are  active  and  in  earnest,  but  a  woeful  lack  of  it  where 
teachers  care  more  for  the  salary  than  for  the  school. 

In  conclusion  I  want  to  thank  the  teachers  for  their  loyalty ;  all  the 
boys  and  girls  for  their  cheerful  greetings ;  the  newspapers  for  their 
hearty  support;  the  directors  and  Department  for  co-operation  and 
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the  members  of  the  Normal  school  faculty  for  their  generous  contri- 
bution of  time  and  help  in  our  local  institute  work.  The  members  of 
Central  Normal  School  faculty  have  always  taken  an  active  part  in 
our  county  and  local  institutes,  which  has  been  appreciated  by  the 
teachers. 


COLUMBIA  COUNTY— Wm.  W.  Evans. 


In  reporting  the  condition  of  educational  affairs  in  this  county 
for  the  year  ending  in  July,  it  is  a  pleasure  to  state  that  there  has 
been  progress.  While  it  is  difficult  to  measure  definitely  anything 
having  to  do  with  a  public  enterprise,  there  is  every  indication  of  a 
more  intense  interest  in  education,  especially  in  the  more  practical 
trend  of  school  subjects.  Teachers,  directors  and  the  public  gener- 
ally get  along  together  far  more  harmoniously  than  ever  before.  Our 
teachers  show  the  finest  spirit  and  our  directors  as  a  rule  are  anxious 
to  do  their  best  for  the  children. 

Perhaps  the  most  noteworthy  feature  in  our  county  this  year  was 
the  county  corn  contest  for  boys  and  the  introduction  of  plain  sew- 
ing for  girls  into  our  schools.  There  were  over  four  hundred  pupils 
each  of  whom  selected  ten  ears  of  corn  for  seed  and  exhibited  it,  first 
in  the  schools  and  then  at  central  places  to  have  it  judged.  Experts 
who  saw  these  exhibits  pronounced  them  especially  fine.  The  county 
corn  contest  was  a  feature  of  our  director's  meeting.  A  gold  medal 
was  awarded  to  Ealph  Getty,  a  seventh  grade  pupil  in  the  Lawrence 
school,  Franklin  township,  by  the  Farmers'  National  Bank.  The 
idea  of  having  plain  sewing  in  our  common  schools  was  given  a  good 
start  by  Mr.  M.  B.  King  of  your  Department;  this  proved  a  very 
valuable  addition  to  our  school  work.  Our  exhibit  at  Philadelphia 
and  at  our  own  directors'  convention  excited  much  favorable  com- 
ment. We  believe  that  plain  sewing  can  be  taught  successfully  in  the 
common  schools  just  as  they  are  without  any  special  teacher  or  ap- 
paratus. 

More  interest  than  ever  was  manifested  in.  our  county  debating 
leagues.  The  questions  were:  Kesolve  that  public  school  pupils 
should  provide  their  own  books  and  supplies ;  That  parents  are  more 
responsible  for  the  education  of  their  children  than  teachers;  That 
there  are  more  opportunities  for  success  now  than  there  were  fifty 
years  ago;  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  should  be  elected 
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by  a  direct  vote  of  the  people;  That  the  time  now  required  by  law  to 
be  devoted  to  the  study  of  Latin,  Algebra  and  Geometry  in  our  vil- 
lage and  township  high  schools,  should  be  devoted  to  the  study  of 
Household  and  Agricultural  science;  That  women  should  be  given 
the  right  to  vote.  Emma  Harrison,  Pearl  Widger,  Gay  Seaborne  and 
Emerson  Rees  were  each  granted  the  county  championship  medal. 

Honorable  H.  R.  Pattengill  and  Dr.  Byron  W.  King  each  lectured 
at  eighteen  places  on  our  Alumnae  Lyceum  circuit.  Considering  the 
bad  weather  and  roads,  these  courses  were  very  well  patronized. 

The  advanced  teachers'  conference  held  two  meetings,  the  last 
being  directed  by  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess  on  the  subject,  "The  Teaching  of 
American  History." 

"Our  annual  County  Institute  was  held  during  the  week  begin- 
ning November  18th,  1912.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  D.  J.  Waller, 
Dr.  Byron  W.  King,  Dr.  C.  H.  Gordinier,  and  C.  H.  Albert,  D.  8. 
Hartline,  O.  H.  Bakless,  Virginia  O.  McQuiston  and  Anna  S.  Van 
Wyck  of  the  Normal  School.  The  lecture  course  consisted  of  Dr. 
Russell  H.  Conwell,  Margarett  Stahl,  Dr.  E.  E.  Sparks  and  the  Col- 
legiate Quartett.  Our  thirty-fifth  directors'  convention  was  held 
on  Thursday  of  the  institute.  The  custom  of  receiving  the  reports  of 
progress  from  directors  at  this  meeting  is  one  of  the  best  things  that 
we  have  inaugurated. 

The  regular  annual  meeting  of  our  directors  was  held  in  March 
at  our  Normal  School.  This  was  a  great  gathering,  largely  because 
we  had  with  us  Honorable  P.  P.  Claxton  who  gave  us  two  remark- 
able lectures. 

The  monthly  meetings  of  our  County  Teachers'  Association  con- 
tinue to  grow  in  interest  and  attendance.  We  are  especially  in- 
debted to  the  instructors  of  our  Normal  School  for  the  generous  and 
helpful  assistance  they  have  given.  Professor  L.  H.  Dennis  was 
present  at  one  of  our  meetings  and  gave  us  two  inspiring  talks. 

Perhaps  the  finest  township  high  school  building  in  our  county 
was  erected  near  Grange  Hall  in  Center  township.  It  is  a  frame 
structure  with  two  large  rooms  which  can  be  thrown  together  for  as- 
sembly purposes.  The  building  at  Lime  Ridge  has  had  two  rooms 
added  and  presents  a  splendid  appearance.  The  directors  through- 
out the  county  deserve  much  credit  for  the  interest  they  are  taking 
in  the  improvement  of  their  school  properties.  There  has  been  more 
done  along  this  line  than  ever  before. 

We  take  this  means  of  thanking  the  members  of  your  Department 
for  the  kindly  assistance  they  have  rendered;  we  are  also  grateful 
to  the  county  press  for  the  able  manner  in  which  the  editors  have 
presented  school  matters  to  the  public. 
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CKAWFOKD  COUNTY— P.  D.  Blair. 


The  past  year  has  been  one  without  radical  change  but  of  fairly 
satisfactory  growth  and  improvement. 

The  awakening  in  regard  to  the  importance  of  improving  and 
beautifying  the  school  buildings,  grounds,  etc.,  has  reached  this 
county.  Many  of  our  buildings  and  grounds  that  have  been  neg- 
lected for  years  are  being  improved.  Last  year  two  new  modern  one- 
room  buildings  were  erected  and  put  into  use,  one  in  Conneaut  town- 
ship and  one  in  Summit  township.  At  least  sixteen  buildings  were* 
newly  painted.  At  least  fifty- six  rooms  were  papered,  calcimined  or 
painted.  New  furniture  was  placed  in  ten  rooms.  Eighteen  new 
stoves  and  fifteen  new  furnaces  and  ventilating  systems  were  in- 
stalled. At  least  143  new  sanitary  drinking  water  fountains  or  tanks 
were  placed  in  the  schools.  Many  new  dictionaries,  maps,  globes, 
library  books,  etc.,  were  also  added. 

At  least  fifty  of  our  schools  were  closed  and  part  or  all  of  the 
pupils  were  transported  to  other  schools.  In  two  townships  the 
schools  are  completely  centralized  and  in  others,  more  or  less  com- 
pletely centralized. 

Twenty  examinations  for  teachers'  certificates  were  held  in  various 
parts  of  the  county  and  over  300  candidates  took  the  examinations. 
About  200  provisional  certificates  and  19  professional  certificates 
were  issued  and  the  other  candidates  were  rejected  to  make  further 
preparation. 

Among  the  teachers  employed  in  our  schools  during  the  year,  11 
hold  college  certificates;  122  are  Normal  school  graduates;  128  hold 
provisional  certificates  and  the  remaining  100  hold  either  teachers' 
permanent  or  professional  certificates. 

Fifty  or  about  one-fourth  of  the  total  number  of  teachers  had  had 
no  previous  experience. 

The  superintendent  made  370  official  visits,  visiting  very  nearly 
all  of  the  schools  in  the  county. 

The  Annual  County  Institute  was  held  during  the  week  of  De- 
cember 30th.  Crawford  county  people  are  accustomed  to  good  in- 
stitutes but  this  one  was  pronounced  even  better  than  usual.  The  in- 
structors were: 

Hon.  Keed  B.  Teitrick. 

Hon.  O.  T.  Corson. 

Dr.  Francis  H.  Green, 

Dr.  William  A.  Elliott,  Prof.  Frank  E.  Baker. 

Mr.  C.  D.  Higby  and  Prof.  Charles  A.  Dobson. 
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The  evening  entertainments  were  given  by  The  Music  Makers. 
John  F.  Chambers,  Lee  Francis  Lybarger  and  the  Dixie  Chorus. 

All  of  the  teachers  were  enrolled  and  were  in  attendance  at  the 
institute  except  three  who  were  quarantined  at  home  with  the 
measles. 

The  institute  exhibit  of  school  work  was  not  so  extensive  as  that 
of  last  year  but  showed  an  improvement  in  the  quality  of  work  done. 

The  Second  Annual  Directors'  Convention  was  held  on  January 
2.  The  meeting  was  attended  by  the  record  number  of  last  year.  Not 
less  than  200  of  the  278  directors  being  present.  This  fact  speaks 
well  for  the  interest  of  the  directors  in  their  work.  The  speakers 
were  Dr.  Elliott,  Dr.  Green,  Superintendent  Teitrick  and  Dr.  Corson 

The  Association  suffered  loss  in  the  death  of  two  of  its  members, 
Mr.  J.  W.  Heard,  secretary  of  the  Blooming  Valley  board  and  presi- 
dent of  the  County  Association  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Jones,  who  was  treas- 
urer of  the  Hydetown  board.  Both  were  men  who  were  influential  in 
advancing  the  interests  of  the  schools  and  other  good  causes  and 
their  influence  will  be  seriously  missed. 

Eev.  A.  W.  Caldwell  was  elected  president  of  the  association; 
Messrs.  B.  C.  Buggies,  and  Samuel  Perry,  vice-presidents;  Leland  J. 
Culbertson,  Esq.,  secretary;  and  Mr.  Buric  Douglass,  treasurer;  Mr. 
W.  S.  Wise,  auditor;  and  Mr.  C.  N.  Titus,  secretary  of  the  Spartans 
burg  board  was  elected  delegate  to  the  State  Directors'  Convention. 

During  the  year  three  profitable  meetings  of  the  County  Prin- 
cipals' and  High  School  Teachers'  Association  were  held  in  Mead- 
ville. 

In  our  Institute  booklet  we  suggested  a  plan  of  dividing  the  county 
into  twenty-five  sections,  each  section  consisting  of  from  one  to  five 
school  districts  for  the  purpose  of  having  local  teachers'  progress 
meetings.  This  plan  was  carried  out  in  almost  every  section  and 
during  the  last  half  of  the  year  two  very  profitable  meetings  were 
reported  in  nearly  all  of  the  sections. 

During  a  large  part  of  the  year  we  kept  in  the  county  a  stereop- 
ticon  and  one  or  more  illustrated  lectures  from  the  Commercial 
Museum  which  were  used  advantageously  in  many  of  our  schools. 

A  copy  of  the  Course  of  Study  for  the  Elementary  Schools  of 
Pennsylvania  is  now  in  each  of  our  schools  and  is  the  outline  of 
work  followed.  Examinations  based  upon  this  course  are  furnished 
for  all  of  the  schools  twice  each  year  by  the  superintendent  and  the 
reports  from  each  school  are  placed  on  file  in  his  office. 

A  class  of  475  eighth  grade  pupils  took  the  final  eighth  grade  ex- 
aminations on  April  5  or  May  10.  Of  this  number  267  were  awarded 
elementary  school  diplomas  and  high  school  entrance  certificates. 

During  September  or  December  all  of  our  2G  high  schools  were 
visited  by  State  Inspector  Thomas  S.  March,  whose  work  is  proving 
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very  helpful  in  maintaining  a  higher  standard  of  efficiency  in  these 
schools. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  thank  the  directors  and  teachers,  the  press, 
the  members  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  and  all  others 
for  their  co-operation  and  assistance. 


CUMBERLAND  COUNTY— J.  Kelso  Green. 


I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  schools  have  done  satisfactory 
work  during  the  year.  The  interest,  effort  and  thoughtful  activity 
of  all  factors  have  worked  with  marked  success  toward  improving 
the  school  conditions  throughout  the  County.  The  provisions  of  the 
School  Code  have  been  put  into  effect  with  good  results  and  with 
less  doubt  and  uncertainty  in  the  minds  of  the  administrative  offi- 
cers. 

The  standard  of  efficiency  attained  by  our  schools  depends  in  a 
large  measure  upon  the  demands  of  public  sentiment  and  individual 
co-operation.  The  large  attendance  at  all  kinds  of  educational  meet- 
ings, the  regular  attendance  of  the  children  in  the  schools,  and  the 
unprecedented  number  of  pupils  who  were  present  every  day  during 
the  term  show  unusual  interest  and  the  most  helpful  co-operation. 
Over  twelve  hundred  pupils  were  perfect  in  attendance,  which  rep- 
resents fourteen  per  cent  of  the  total  enrollment,  Our  chief  diffi- 
culty has  been  to  obtain  a  sufficient  number  of  male  teachers,  es- 
pecially experienced  ones  for  our  heaviest  rural  schools;  yet  I  am 
pleased  to  state  that  we  had  no  absolute  failures  in  any  of  our 
schools  during  the  year. 

The  work  of  supervision  has  been  followed  rather  vigorously. 
Three  hundred  fifty  three  visits  were  made;  this  is  the  largest  num- 
ber of  visits  made  to  the  schools  in  one  term.  All  teachers  who 
were  teaching  their  first  terms  were  visited  twice  and  many  of  them 
three  times;  thus  giving  the  greatest  help  where  it  was  most  needed. 
Forty-five  meetings  were  attended  where  almost  all  phases  of  school 
work  and  school  relationships  were  discussed. 

Our  teaching  force  consisted  of  fifty-four  teachers  holding  pro- 
visional certificates,  thirty-four  holding  professional  certificates, 
forty-six  holding  permanent  certificates,  one  hundred  twenty  six 
state  normal   school   graduates,   and    eighteen    College    graduates. 
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Most  all  of  our  teachers  have  spent  some  time  in  a  Normal  School 
or  a  College  preparatory  school,  and  a  number  have  been  attending 
summer  sessions  at  different  places. 

The  usual  educational  meetings  were  held.  The  tenth  Annual 
School  Picnic  was  held  in  Mt.  Holly  Springs  Park,  Saturday,  Aug.  17, 
and  was  largely  attended.  Four  local  institutes  and  sixteen  sub-local 
institutes  were  held.  Patrons,  directors,  and  teachers  were  in  at- 
tendance. In  many  places  the  buildings  were  not  large  enough  to 
accommodate  all  who  desired  to  attend.  These  meetings  have  done 
much  good  in  awakening  and  maintaining  an  interest  in  our  schools, 
and  have  greatly  helped  the  teachers  in  their  teaching  and  in  the 
general  conduct  of  the  schools. 

The  County  Institute  was  one  of  the  best  we  have  held.  The  in- 
structors were  Prof.  K.  B.  Teitrick,  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  Dr.  E.  B. 
Bryan,  Dr.  S.  C.  Schmucker,  and  Prof.  A.  B.  Walize.  Addresses 
were  delivered  by  Dr.  Eugene  Allen  Noble,  Prof.  D.  G.  Bowman, 
Jasper  Alexander,  Esq.,  and  R.  W.  Woods,  Esq.  The  evening  at- 
tractions were  Boston  Male  Quartette,  Dr.  Eugene  Allen  Noble,  Mr. 
Clifton  Mallory  Company,  and  Hon.  Elmer  J.  Burkett.  The  in- 
struction given  was  along  the  line  of  general  pedagogy. 

The  County  School  Directors'  Association  met  in  Carlisle,  Feb. 
20,  1913.  One  hundred  seventeen  directors  were  present.  A  large 
part  of  the  program  was  given  to  the  discussion  of  administrative 
questions  by  the  directors.  Dr.  G.  M.  Philips  made  three  most  ex- 
cellent addi  esses,  in  which  he  gave  much  helpful  information  in 
regard  to  the  School  Code.  One  of  the  new  features  of  the  program 
was  the  County  spelling  contest  in  which  thirty  four  pupils,  winners 
in  the  local  contests,  participated.  These  contests  aroused  great 
interest  throughout  the  County,  and  the  County  contest  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Directors'  convention  proved  to  be  of  special  interest 
to  the  directors  and  others.  The  winner  of  the  County  contest, 
Alvin  Raudabaugh  of  the  Plainfield  Grammar  School  received  a 
copy  of  Webster's  New  International  Dictionary,  given  by  the  pub- 
lishers of  the  "Sentinel,"  and  each  of  the  winners  of  the  local  con- 
tests received  for  the  school  he  or  she  represented  a  five-volume  set 
of  "Everybody's  Encyclopedia"  given  by  the  publishers  of  the 
"Herald."  The  results  of  these  contests  have  been  very  gratifying, 
and  much  credit  is  due  the  publishers  of  the  Carlisle  Dailies  for  their 
generosity  and  valuable  co-operation  without  which  we  could  not 
have  carried  out  the  plan  so  successfully. 

In  concluding  this  report,  I  wish  to  thank,  the  teachers,  directors, 
and  patrons  for  their  hearty  support,  the  press  and  the  Department 
of  Public  Instruction  for  their  helpful  services. 
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DAUPHIN  COUNTY— H.  V.  B.  Garver. 


We  began  the  school  year  by  the  school  authorities  erecting  a 
large  commodious  annex  to  the  Hummelstown  school  building  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  high  school  and  two  primary  schools. 

The  directors  of  Lower  Paxton  erected  a  one-roomed  rural  build- 
ing the  first  new  school  building  erected  in  the  County  under  the 
provisions  of  the  School  Code. 

We  are  very  glad  to  say  that  the  annex  in  Hummelstown  and  the 
building  in  Lower  Paxton  are  a  great  credit  to  those  school  dis- 
tricts. 

In  a  few  districts  the  schools  were  closed  on  account  of  very  few 
pupils  and  the  children  were  transported  to  other  schools  in  the 
district  and  schools  in  other  districts.  This  met  with  strong  opposi- 
tion by  the  patrons  of  these  schools.  He  hope  the  patrons  of  the 
schools  of  rural  communities  will  soon  see  the  advantages  both  educa- 
tionally and  financially  of  consolidated  schools. 

The  annual  Teachers'  County  Institutes  was  held  in  Harrisbuig 
during  week  of  Nov.  18th.  During  the  forenoon  of  two  days  we  di- 
vided the  institute  into  two  sections.  The  high  and  grammar  school 
teachers  into  one  section  and  the  teachers  of  the  other  grades  into 
the  other  section.  Very  good  services  were  rendered  in  the  grammar 
and  high  school  section  by  Prof.  C.  D.  Koch,  State  High  School  In- 
spector and  Dr.  Henry  Suzzallo,  Teachers'  College,  Columbia  Uni- 
versity. The  other  instructors  at  the  institute  were  Dr.  F.  B.  Pear- 
son, Columbus,  Ohio,  and  Miss  Cora  Mel  Patten,  Chicago,  111.  Judg- 
ing by  the  comments  from  the  teachers  and  the  many  practical 
applications  of  suggestions  given  by  the  instructors,  we  never  held 
a  better  institute. 

Local  institutes  were  held  during  the  school  term  by  the  nine 
different  districts  with  good  attendance  and  very  much  interest  mani- 
fested by  the  patrons  of  the  communities.  In  some  localities  there 
is  danger  of  these  meetings  developing  into  debating  societies  instead 
of  teachers'  meetings  to  discuss  school  management,  pedagogics  and 
methods  of  teaching  the  different  subjects.  Debating  societies  are 
to  be  encouraged  and  are  a  necessity  in  every  community,  but  we 
should  keep  the  debating  society  by  itself. 

Only  29  teachers  of  the  301  teachers  employed  under  my  super- 
vision were  without  previous  experience.  107  teachers  under  my  su- 
pervision, or  about  one-third  of  the  entire  teaching  force,  hold  pro- 
visional certificates.  With  very  few  exceptions  these  107  teachers 
have  had  training  at  our  best  State  Normal  Schools.    We  sometimes 
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learn  of  indifferent  and  indolent  young  people  finding  their  way  into 
the  teaching  profession  in  our  county,  but  in  the  majority  of  the  dis- 
tricts their  stay  is  very  brief— and  why  should  it  not  be.  The  schools 
are  for  the  children  to  receive  the  best  education  the  community  can 
afford.  (We  wish  we  could  say  the  best  education  that  the  State 
can  afford). 

On  Thursday,  November  21st,  during  the  week  of  County  Insti- 
tute, the  Directors'  Association  held  a  meeting  and  were  addressed 
by  Dr.  Pearson  and  Dr.  Henry  Suzzallo.  Dr.  Suzzallo  spoke  on  the 
subject,  "Improving  the  Sural  Schools."  Both  these  men  gave  very 
timely  suggestions  to  the  directors  and  they  had  a  very  profitable 
meeting.  The  Association  held  their  Mid- Winter  meeting  in  Harris- 
burg,  Friday  and  Saturday,  March  21st  and  22nd.  Dr.  O.  T.  Corson, 
Ex-Commissioner  of  Education  of  Ohio,  was  with  us  for  two  days 
and  filled  the  directors  to  overflowing  with  the  best  kind  of  advice. 
The  directors  discussed  the  following  subjects:  The  Duties  of  the 
Secretary — 

(a/     In  Making  Statistical  and  Financial  Reports. 

(b)  In  Distributing  School  Supplies. 

(c)  In  Presenting  the  Items  of  Business  to  be  Transacted.  Su- 
pervisory Principals  as  Supervisors.     When?     How? 

We  have  been  encouraging  vocational  training  and  education  the 
last  seven  years  but  thus  far  have  nothing  to  show  more  than  we  are 
teaching  agriculture  in  practically  all  our  high  schools  and  in  quite 
a  number  of  our  rural  schools.  We  have,  however,  very  encouraging 
statements  from  directors  of  some  of  our  larger  districts  concerning 
the  placing  of  manual  training  and  domestic  science  into  their  courses 
in  the  very  near  future.  We  hope  this  will  be  proven  by  the  facts 
in  the  very  near  future.  We  must  confess  that  the  East  is  far  behind 
the  West  in  these  practical  and  useful  courses  in  the  schools.  They 
will  come  and  they  must  come.  We  should  have  them  now  because 
they  are  a  necessity. 

The  year  1913  will  be  a  banner  year  in  so  far  as  the  erection  of 
buildings  is  concerned.  Derry  township  started  the  erection  of  an 
up-to-date  twenty  roomed  building  at  He' shey  at  a  cost  of  about 
|100,000.  Halifax  borough  started  the  erection  of  a  much  needed 
school  building  which  is  to  be  built  and  equipped  with  all  modern 
improvements  at  a  cost  of  about  $30,000.  Millersburg  is  erecting  an 
annex  to  the  present  High  School  Building  which  is  to  be  entirely  up- 
to-date  at  a  cost  of  about  $25,000.  Susquehanna  township  is  erect- 
ing two  up-to-date  buildings.  One  at  Riverside  and  one  at  Pleasant 
View  at  quite  an  expenditure  of  money.  These  two  buildings  are  to 
be  up-to-date  and  we  can  say  for  the  directors  tbat  they  are  an  abso- 
lute necessity  on  account  of  the  rapidly  increasing  population.  We 
can  say  more  concerning  these  buildings  in  our  next  general  report. 
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In  closing  this  report  we  wish  to  thank  all  who  rendered  assist- 
ance to  make  the  schools  better. 


DELAWARE  COUNTY— A.  G.  C.  Smith. 


The  value  of  closer  supervision  is  coming  to  be  more  fully  recog- 
nized by  our  school  boards.  The  directors  of  Aston  township  desig- 
nated one  of  their  most  successful  teachers  as  supervisor  of  the  7th 
and  8th  grades  in  the  township.  The  directors  of  Middletown  town- 
ship have  done  this  for  the  last  two  or  three  years.  By  occasional 
visits  on  the  part  of  these  supervisors  and  careful  tests  the  work 
has  been  made  to  come  up  to  a  higher  standard  and  a  larger  percent- 
age of  the  eighth  grade  pupils  in  these  two  districts  have  qualified 
for  admission  to  high  schools  than  heretofore.  The  directors  of 
Upper  Darby  township  appointed  one  of  their  most  successful  pri- 
mary grade  teachers  as  supervisor  of  the  primary  grades  two  years 
ago  and  the  results  have  proved  so  satisfactory  that  her  appoint- 
ment has  continued  ever  since.  The  directors  of  Ridley  township 
have  already  appointed  a  successful  seventh  and  eighth  grade  teacher 
to  supervise  all  of  the  work  in  their  thirteen  schools  for  next  year. 
The  two  schools  at  Booth's  Corner,  Bethel  township,  became  so  small 
that  they  were  combined  and  only  one  teacher  appointed  where  two 
had  been  employed  for  a  number  of  years. 

The  school  board  of  Collingdale  employed  a  teacher  of  physical 
culture  for  one  day  each  week  and  the  school  board  of  Prospect 
Park  added  a  commercial  department  to  the  course  of  study  in  their 
schools. 

The  schools  for  colored  children  in  Darby  township  were  so  over- 
crowded that  the  children  were  permitted  to  attend  half  time  only. 
The  directors  now  have  plans  under  way  for  a  two-story  addition 
and  will  employ  additional  teachers  to  do  the  work  for  next  term. 

Upper  Darby  township  did  not  graduate  a  class  from  their  high 
school  this  year,  having  changed  the  course  of  study  from  three  years 
to  four  years.  Haverford  township  graduated  its  first  class  in  the 
four  years'  course  of  study.  These  two  districts,  within  easy  access 
of  Philadelphia,  are  rapidly  building  up  and  additional  school  facili- 
ties are  required  nearly  every  year. 

The  school  directors  of  East  Lansdowne  borough  erected  and  oc- 
cupied a  very  attractive  school  building  fully  equipped  with  modern 
appliances.     It  contains  four  well  lighted  rooms,  an  audience  room 
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and  a  directors'  room.  Three  teachers  were  employed  to  begin  with 
but  the  directors  were  soon  obliged  to  employ  the  fourth.  The  school 
building  was  dedicated  May  3d  with  appropriate  exercises. 

The  school  directors  of  Norwood  borough  built  a  new  school  house 
to  take  the  place  of  the  old  building  which  had  not  met  their  require- 
ments for  some  years,  besides  being  very  inconveniently  located.  The 
board  for  some  years  had  been  obliged  to  rent  rooms  outside,  for  the 
primary  grades.  The  new  building  is  a  credit  to  any  district.  Being 
centrally  located,  it  is  easily  reached  by  all  the  children.  The  rooms 
are  well  lighted  and  the  furnishings  are  in  keeping  with  present  day 
needs.  Much  care  was  given  to  the  heating  and  ventilating  and  every 
one  in  the  district  seems  well  pleased  with  the  results  secured  by  the 
directors  in  behalf  of  the  children  of  the  borough.  The  building  was 
dedicated  with  appropriate  exercises  on  May  24th. 

The  Ridley  township  school  board  erected  a  new,  four-room  build- 
ing at  Fairview.  This  building,  as  do  the  others  mentioned,  meets 
all  of  the  requirements  of  the  State  Department  and  is  a  comfort- 
able, well  lighted  and  well  furnished  school  home  for  the  children 
of  that  part  of  the  district.  The  school  opened  with  two  teachers 
but  the  directors  were  soon  obliged  to  employ  the  third. 

The  school  board  of  Haverford  dedicated  their  new  high  school 
building  December  14th  and  the  school  board  of  Swarthmore  dedi- 
cated theirs  on  September  6th.  Appropriate  addresses  were  made 
upon  both  occasions.  These  buildings  were  completed  the  year  be- 
fore and  noted  in  last  year's  report. 

The  citizens  of  Haverford  township  voted  a  loan  of  .$58,000  for  their 
new  high  school  building  in  May,  1912,  and  another  loan  of  $1.20,000 
in  May,  1913,  for  three  new  buildings  which  are  now  in  course  of 
erection.  The  four-room  building  at  Llanerch  is  being  torn  down  to 
make  way  for  a  more  modern  nine-room  building,  the  two-room  build- 
ing at  Preston  is  to  be  abandoned  and  a  six-room  building  is  to  be 
erected  on  a  two  acre  plot  of  ground  which  the  board  has  secured 
some  distance  away  from  the  old  site,  and  a  four-room  building  is 
being  constructed  at  Brookline.  This  school  board  is  surely  being 
kept  busy  providing  accommodations  for  the  children  of  the  district. 

The  citizens  of  Media  recently  voted  in  favor  of  a  loan  of  $75,000 
to  enable  the  school  board  to  build  a  modern  high  school  building 
which  will  also  provide  for  the  several  grades.  The  board  had  al- 
ready secured  a  most  desirable  plot  of  ground  centrally  located  and 
are  now  busy  with  the  plans.  The  old  building  had  long  ceased  to 
meet  the  needs  of  the  school  population  of  Media. 

The  school  boards  of  Lansdowne,  Ridley  Paik  and  Swarthmore 
have  lunches  provided  at  a  nominal  cost,  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  pupils.  Those  students  who  must  bring  their  lunches  can  sup- 
plement their  own  with  something  warm  which  is  very  much  appre- 
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ciated  especially  iu  cold  weather.  Many  depend  upon  the  school 
lunches  entirely  and  do  not  have  to  bother  carrying  lunches  from 
home.  The  lunch  at  Swarthmore  is  provided  by  the  Domestic  Science 
department  of  the  school. 

The  usual  number  of  educational  meetings  were  held  and  very 
well  attended. 

There  are  now  forty-one  school  districts  under  the  supervision  of 
the  county  superintendent,  twenty  borough?,  twenty  townships  and 
one  independent. 

Good  progress  is  being  made  and  directors  and  teachers  alike 
seem  willing  to  do  the  very  best  possible  for  the  young  people  seek- 
ing; the  elements  of  an  education. 


ELK  COUNTY— J.  W.  Sweeney. 


During  the  past  school  year  all  educational  factors  became  ad- 
justed to  the  requirements  of  the  school  code  and  as  a  result  marked 
improvement  was  manifest  on  every  phase  of  our  work.  The  state 
course  of  study  provided  definite  standards  in  the  grade  and  high 
school  work,  all  tending  to  improved  conditions. 

Supervision :— While  the  much  expected  assistance  provided  by 
the  Code  was  not  made  effective,  yet  the  schools  of  our  county 
were  given  reasonably  close  attention  and  expert  guidance  by  the 
county  superintendent  and  his  loyal  co-workers  engaged  in  the  work 
of  supervision.  The  superintendent  visited  all  the  schools  once,  all 
but  twelve  of  them  the  second  time,  eighty-two  a  third  time  and 
many  a  fourth  and  fifth  time  to  a  total  of  six  hundred  and  thirty-two 
visits  at  each  of  which  visits  definite  suggestion  and  close  examina- 
tion was  the  rule. 

The  township  or  district  superintendents  gave  most  definite  de- 
tailed supervision  after  consultation  with  the  county  superintendent 
and  the  results  attained  were  of  a  very  high  order.  There  is  no 
question  but  that  such  supervision  is  the  greatest  present  day  need 
of  our  rural  schools. 

The  borough  schools  comprising  seventy  teachers  are  in  charge  of 
expert  supervisors  and  superintendents  who  give  practically  all  their 
time  to  supervision  and  as  a  result  these  schools  are  as  efficiently 
supervised  as  those  in  any  city  in  the  state.  In  addition  to  having 
trained  scholarly  men  at  the  head  of  these  systems,  special  super- 
visors of  departments  of  drawing  music,  commercial  work  and  in 
one  instance  of  domestic  science  and  manual  work  are  provided. 
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The  efficient  school  work  done  under  such  ideal  conditions  becomes 
a  standard  for  the  teachers  even  outside  these  systems,  for  they  are 
brought  in  close  touch  with  the  work  through  public  exhibitions, 
through  display  on  patrons  days,  through  display  at  institutes,  by 
teachers  visiting  schools  of  greatest  excellence  as  well  as  by  a  knowl- 
edge of  such  work  brought  before  the  teachers  by  the  county  and 
township  superintendents.  This  seems  the  best  that  can  be  expected 
until  all  townships  are  given  the  same  efficient  supervision  that 
brings  such  favorable  results  to  our  boroughs. 

The  Growth  of  the  Teacher: — "As  the  teacher  so  the  school," 
is  still  a  good  maxim,  and  with  this  as  an  ideal  the  teaching 
profession  in  our  county  has  been  making  commendable  growth. 
During  the  summer,  sixty  per  cent,  of  our  teaching  force  attended 
some  high  class  summer  school  or  college  and  nearly  all  supervisory 
officers  including  the  county  superintendent  spent  the  greater  part 
of  the  vacation  in  some  pedagogic  school  to  better  prepare  for  the 
work  entrusted  to  them.  Then  during  the  school  year,  the  teachers 
in  reading  circles  followed  well  defined  courses  and  attended  local 
institutes  treating  on  educational  works.  Many  teachers  also  visited 
other  schools  inside  and  outside  the  county  and  it  is  not  necessary 
to  state  that  their  added  proficiency  was  reflected  in  the  work  of  the 
children. 

In  the  same  spirit  the  supervisory  officers  have  been  thoroughly 
alive  to  their  rseponsibilities  as  shown  by  their  attendance  at  dis- 
trict Eound  Table  Conferences  and  National  and  State  Educational 
Meetings. 

We  feel  that  through  the  growth  of  the  teacher,  is  the  surest  and 
the  quickest  way  of  reaching  efficiency  and  we  have  done  what  we 
could  to  inspire  and  promote  this  growth. 

School  Boards  Active:— It  is  most  gratifying  that  the  school 
boards  of  our  county  continue  to  be  progressive  public  spirited  men. 
They  have  co-operated  with  us  and  have  encouraged  the  advancement 
of  the  teachers  by  continuing  them  in  position  at  an  increased  salary 
and  by  surrounding  them  with  more  favorable  conditions  when  the 
teacher  shows  a  disposition  to  increase  her  value  to  the  children. 
These  men  deserve  great  credit  for  the  close  study  they  give  to  ques- 
tions of  school  administration  as  well  as  for  co-operating  in  every 
manner  with  the  superintendent  and  the  local  supervisory  officers 
for  the  advancement  of  the  cause  of  the  education  of  the  children. 

Attendance :— The  school  attendance  during  the  year  was  up 
to  our  usual  high  standing  because  of  three  direct  causes  or  con- 
ditions, first,  the  compulsory  law  was  well  enforced,  second,  our  sys- 
tem of  supervision  not  only  makes  for  more  efficient  work  but  it 
also  discovers  and  corrects  irregular  attendance,  third,  because  of 
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the  efficiency  of  the  school  work  the  public  has  become  more  inter- 
ested in  our  work  and  consequently  helps  to  promote  regular  attend- 
ance. 

Consolidation :— At  the  opening  of  the  school  year,  additional 
rural  schools  were  closed  and  the  children  were  transported  to 
centers  offering  graded  school  advantages,  with  definite  courses 
of  study,  higher  class  teachers  and  longer  recitation  periods.  This 
plan  we  find  not  only  increases  the  quality  of  the  work  but  also  the 
quantity  and  at  but  a  small  increase  in  the  cost  of  operation. 

The  superintendent  met  during  the  year  with  bodies  of  citizens  at 
central  locations  and  showed  the  advantages  of  such  a  plan  and  the 
opening  of  the  next  school  year  will  bring  these  advantages  to  one 
additional  district  where  one  three-room  graded  school  will  take  the 
place  of  four  rooms  under  the  old  system. 

Where  it  is  possible  to  do  so  students  of  high  schools  are  being  con- 
veyed by  railroad  to  high  schools  so  that  they  may  be  at  home  even- 
ings during  their  high  school  period.  This  plan  has  added  to  the 
attendance  at  high  schools,  increased  the  efficiency  of  the  work  and 
tends  to  better  moral  advantages  of  the  children  of  that  age. 

Agriculture: — A  study  of  agriculture  as  a  definite  part  of  the 
course  has  been  diligently  pursued  in  each  of  our  township  high 
schools  and  also  in  several  other  graded  schools  in  consolidated 
centers,  and  in  addition  elementary  text  books  in  agriculture  were 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  pupils  in  the  single  room  schools  and 
made  a  part  of  their  reading  matter  in  order  to  bring  the  subject 
close  to  the  farmers. 

Buildings,  Grounds  and  Sanitation : — Much  improvement  was  made 
in  buildings,  school  grounds  and  in  the  sanitary  conditions  about  the 
schools.  Many  old  buildings  were  rebuilt  to  comply  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  Code.  Grounds  have  been  enlarged,  cleared,  drained 
and  ornamented,  larger  and  better  screened  outhouses  with  cement 
vaults  have  been  erected,  sanitary  drinking  fountains  have  been  in- 
stalled in  more  than  half  our  schools,  greater  attention  has  been 
given  to  ventilation  and  heating  and  the  general  moral  surroundings 
have  been  in  every  way  improved. 

During  the  year  plans  were  adopted  for  a  modern  new  five-room 
high  school  building  which  is  now  in  course  of  erection.  A  consoli- 
dated rural  central  school  with  three  rooms  and  a  system  of  heating 
and  ventilating  is  also  being  constructed  in  this  same  district  all 
of  which  has  added  greatly  to  the  educational  interest  in  Fox  town- 
ship. 

Libraries  and  Apparatus :— Many  helpful  books  of  reference  as 
well' as  works  of  fiction  and  travel  were  added  to  the  several  libraries 
during  the  year,  the  money  required  being  raised  by  local  entertain- 
ment, school  exhibition  and  local  subscription,  until  many  schools, 


78  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

even  out  in  the  country,  have  good  working  libraries.  A  very  no- 
table addition  has  been  made  in  the  physical  apparatus  for  the  high 
schools  but  there  is  still  much  work  to  be  done  in  this  direction. 

Educational  Meetings : — The  County  Institute  held  at  Ridgway  the 
week  preceding  the  holidays,  was  attended  by  all  but  two  of  our  teach- 
ing force.  The  instruction  and  entertainment  was  of  a  high  order. 
The  instructors  included  Dr.  C.  P.  Colgrove,  Dr.  C.  H.  Gordinier, 
Prof.  C.  F.  Hoban,  Prof.  F.  A.  Wheeler  and  Prof.  M.  E.  Bennett. 

The  School  Directors  Association  met  at  Ridgway  in  January  and 
was  well  attended  during  a  two  days'  session  when  great  inspiration 
and  help  was  given  by  the  instructors  which  included  Prof.  R.  B. 
Tietrick,  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  and  Prof.  T.  I. 
Mairs,  from  the  Agricultural  Department  of  State  College. 

Flag  Raising  and  Presentations :— During  the  year  flag  poles  of 
a  substantial  nature  were  erected  at  all  school  buildings  in  the 
county,  not  previously  provided  for,  and  flags  of  good  size  and 
quality  were  provided  either  by  organizations  or  by  the  school  direc- 
tors from  the  public  fund.  The  Womans'  Relief  Corps  were  very  ac- 
tive in  this  direction,  presenting  beautiful  flags  to  the  several  pub- 
lic and  parochial  schools  in  the  towns.  Flag  Raisiugs  called  out 
large  crowds  of  patriotic  men,  women  and  children  who  enjoyed  ad- 
dresses given  by  the  superintendent,  other  school  men  or  patriotic 

citizens. 

Conclusion :— In  conclusion  we  desire  to  express  our  appreciation 
of  the  loyal  support  and  co-operation  accorded  us  by  the  supervisory 
officers,  the  school  directors  and  the  progressive  teaching  body  of  the 
county.  We  wish  to  extend  our  thanks  to  the  Department  of  Pub- 
lic Instruction  for  the  inspiration  and  help  given  us  and  to  the  Press 
of  the  county  and  vicinity  for  the  recognition,  encouragement  and 
stimulation  given  to  all  school  factors  in  the  county. 


ERIE  COUNTY— I.  H.  Russell. 


In  accordance  with  our  custom  for  some  years  the  annual  Teachers' 
Institute  was  held  upon  the  last  week  in  August.  After  several 
experiments  this  date  has  been  found  more  satisfactory  to  us  than 
any  other.  In  the  first  place  the  county  superintendent  can  arrange 
his  program  during  the  leisure  of  the  vacation  months,  and  thus  save 
valuable  time  for  visiting  and  supervision  of  schools  during  the  fall 
and  winter.    Then  we  are  sure  of  good  roads  and  favorable  weather 
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and  we  can  have  unrestricted  ventilation  of  the  court  room  from 
wide  open  windows;  the  teachers  are  relieved  of  winter  wraps  during 
the  long  day  sessions,  and  being  fresh  from  their  vacation  are  alert 
to  grasp  the  valuable  instruction  from  master  minds.  Thus  they  go 
forth  to  the  first  week  of  their  school  work  brimming  over  with  en- 
thusiasm, and  practical  ideas  to  be  tried  out  at  the  very  beginning 
of  the  school  year.  Our  attendance  was  nearly  perfect,  and  the 
teachers  were  unanimous  in  their  praise  of  the  services  rendered  by 
each  of  the  instructors :  Dr.  W.  N.  Ferris,  Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  Dr. 
A.  C.  Thompson  and  Prin.  F.  E.  Baker  of  the  Edinboro  State  Normal 
School. 

The  County  Directors'  Association  was  held  upon  Tuesday,  Au- 
gust 26,  at  which  134  directors  were  registered.  Addresses  were  made 
by  Dr.  Ferris  and  Dr.  Becht  which  were  received  with  great  en- 
thusiasm and  have  been  productive  of  many  improvements  through- 
out the  county.  It  has  been  our  custom  to  hold  the  directors'  con- 
vention during  the  week  of  the  teachers'  institute  for  the  sake  of 
economy,  as  noted  speakers  can  be  obtained  from  the  institute  talent 
at  a  nominal  price  and  a  high  grade  concert  can  be  furnished  for  the 
evening  entertainment. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Peters,  Dr.  E.  E.  Kendall  and  F.  M.  Nye  were  elected 
delegates  to  the  State  Convention,  but  as  our  County  Commissioners 
refuse  to  allow  their  expenses  as  a  part  of  the  County  Directors' 
Association  expenses,  Erie  county  was  not  represented  at  Harris- 
burg.  There  being  no  provision  made  in  the  school  code  for  a  state 
convention  of  school  directors  or  the  expenses  of  delegates  to  the 
same,  it  would  seem  that  this  is  a  worthy  subject  for  legislation. 
This  meeting  is  an  important  factor  in  our  educational  system,  and 
should  be  participated  in  by  representatives  from  every  county,  but 
surely  school  directors  who  serve  without  compensation  can  not  be 
expected  to  sacrifice  their  time  and  defray  their  own  expenses  to  a 
convention  held  in  the  interest  of  the  public  schools  rather  than  of 
the  individual  delegates. 

During  the  year  I  have  visited  all  the  schools  in  the  county  except 
two,  these  were  temporarily  closed,  and  I  have  paid  a  second  visit 
to  a  very  few  making  in  all  347  visits  averaging  40  minutes  each.  I 
have  also  attended  several  township  institutes,  the  meeting  of  the 
State  Educational  Association  at  Harrisburg  and  served  upon  the 
State  Board  of  Normal  School  Examiners  at  Bloomsburg. 

I  find  the  average  attendance  of  school  children  in  Erie  county 
some  ten  per  cent,  higher  than  the  average  for  the  entire  state,  but 
even  here  the  compulsory  attendance  law  is  not  rigidly  enforced.  If 
the  state  aid  were  based  upon  the  actual  days  of  attendance  instead 
of  the  number  of  children  of  school  age  the  distribution  would  seem 
more  just  and  school  directors  would  be  more  solicitous  of  the  daily 
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attendance  of  children,  and  it  would  at  the  same  time  encourage  the 
lengthening  of  school  term  in  many  districts.  The  annual  enumera- 
tion of  school  children  1  find  in  many  cases  far  from  accurate  and  it 
entails  a  considerable  item  of  expense  with  very  uncertain  returns. 
If  this  same  money  were  expended  in  a  strict  enforcement  of  the  com- 
pulsory attendance  law  we  would  easily  find  all  the  children  of  school 
age  and  at  the  same  time  increase  the  per  cent,  of  attendance  ma- 
terially. 

I  have  held  eleven  examinations  in  different  townships  for  the  li- 
censing of.  teachers  in  which  I  examined  173  candidates  and  rejected 
45.  Several  candidates  for  professional  certificates  after  two  years 
of  experience,  were  unable  to  make  the  required  grade  and  were 
granted  a  third  provisional.  I  find  the  scholarship  of  teachers  quite 
unsatisfactory,  especially  in  the  common  branches  and  even  normal 
school  graduates  are  very  often  woefully  deficient  in  these  same 
branches.  Nearly  50  per  cent,  of  Erie  county  teachers  are  normal 
school  graduates,  and  I  am  convinced  that  if  less  attention  were 
given  to  academic  branches  in  the  training  of  teachers,  and  more 
thorough  drill  were  placed  upon  the  common  branches,  far  better  re- 
sults would  be  obtained  in  the  rural  schools  and  many  more  children 
would  complete  their  eighth  grades  on  schedule  time  and  we  should 
have  fewer  failures  in  the  high  schools  by  rural  pupils  admitted  upon 
high  school  admission  certificates. 

Agriculture  has  been  introduced  as  a  study  in  all  the  township 
high  schools,  but  the  demand  for  this  training,  even  in  our  best  agri- 
cultural districts  is  less  than  anticipiated.  Many  of  the  boys  avow 
their  intentions  of  fitting  for  other  lines  of  business,  and  are  often 
encouraged  by  their  parents  to  look  for  an  "easy  job  with  big  pay" 
in  town.  If  these  pupils  take  up  the  study  of  agriculture  at  all 
it  is  as  a  result  of  over  persuasion  and  merely  for  the  credit  toward 
graduation ;  they  display  very  little  real  interest  in  the  subject. 
'  By  the  generosity  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Erie  substantial 
premiums  have  been  offered  for  a  boys'  corn  growing  contest  this 
year,  and  about  thirty  boys  have  entered  upon  the  same.  It  is  hoped 
that  this  contest  and  the  actual  contact  with  the  soil  will  stimulate 
more  interest  in  this  subject,  and  that  the  practical  side  of  he  ques- 
tion may  appeal  more  strongly  to  the  boys  than  sentiment  or  perfunc- 
tory textbook  instruction. 

I  wish  to  acknowledge  the  general  support  that  I  have  had  at  all 
times  from  the  school  directors  of  the  county,  and  to  commend  their 
efforts  to  improve  the  school  property,  and  to  increase  the  general 
efficiency  of  the  schools  under  their  charge.  During  the  past  year  a 
new  seven  room  brick  high  school  building  has  been  erected  at  West 
Springfield.  One  brick,  one  room  rural  school  building  was  erected 
in  McKean  township,  complying  with  the  requirements  of  the  code 
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and  modern  in  all  its  appointments.  The  capacity  of  the  Harbor 
Creek  high  school  has  been  doubled  by  a  four  room  addition  and 
one  of  the  ward  buildings  in  Union  City  has  been  remodeled  and  en- 
larged. These  new  buildings  with  minor  repairs  upon  many  of  the 
rural  schools  and  other  new  buildings  now  in  process  of  erection  at- 
test in  a  substantial  way  the  interest  of  directors  and  the  taxpayers 
generally  in  the  cause  of  education. 

Fifteen  of  our  most  progressive  teachers  were  registered  last  sum- 
mer at  State  College,  and  others  were  in  attendance  upon  the  sum- 
mer sessions  of  the  Chicago  University,  Allegheny  College,  Grove  City 
and  Syracuse  University.  A  large  number  of  teachers  avail  them- 
selves each  year  of  the  advantage  of  the  spring  term  at  the  Edinboro 
State  Normal  School.  I  find  in  my  endeavor  to  raise  the  scholarship 
of  the  teaching  force  I  have  the  approval  of  school  directors  and  the 
stronger  teachers  while  the  weaker  ones  are  making  commendable 
efforts  to  come  up  to  the  required  standard. 

Altogether  I  feel  that  the  past  year  has  made  a  good  record,  and 
the  splendid  spirit  that  prevails  has  made  my  work  a  pleasure.  My 
great  regret  is  that  on  account  of  the  great  field  that  I  have  to  cover 
and  my  limitations  of  time,  I  cannot  accomplish  more  for  the  schools 
under  my  supervision,  but  I  am  doing  what  I  can  and  believe  the 
results  are  about  all  that  can  be  expected. 

I  am  under  obligations  not  only  to  directors  and  teachers  for  a 
most  hearty  co-operation  but  to  the  press  of  the  county  for  many 
courtesies  shown,  and  especially  to  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction for  valuable  assistance  and  advice. 


FAYETTE  COUNTY— C.  G.  Lewellyn. 


Another  successful  school  year  has  elapsed.  Kemarkable  success 
was  had  throughout  the  whole  school  year.  We  had  better  organiza- 
tion than  ever,  and  a  healthier  school  sentiment  prevailed. 

Our  local  institutes  did  much  to  arouse  school  sentiment.  A  half 
dozen  of  these  gatherings  were  held  at  the  same  time.  These  meet- 
ings brought  the  many  patrons  in  contact  with  the  teaching  force 
of  the  various  districts.  In  fact  we  pride  ourselves  on  the  success  of 
these  institutes. 

In  addition  to  this  the  County  Institute  did  more  than  usual  to 
stimulate  our  people  toward  more  substantial  interest  and  work. 
Two  days  of  this  institute  were  attended  by  the  members  of  the  School 
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Directors'  Association.  The  discussion  of  "Health  and  Contagious 
Diseases"  by  Dr.  Ferris  was  the  best  thing  of  its  kind  ever  delivered 
here.  Our  directors  heartily  approved  of  his  address  and  it  has  borne 
fruit  so  far  as  it  affects  the  schools  of  the  county. 

Renewed  interest  in  high  school  work  has  been  very  marked.  These 
schools  are  growing  very  fast  and  the  future  in  this  county  will  find 
our  people  confronted  with  a  serious  proposition  as  to  how  they  shall 
care  for  all  our  high  school  pupils.  Two  hundred  seventy  eight  (278) 
pupils  from  districts  not  maintaining  high  schools  will  be  admitted 
to  high  school  in  the  fall,  together  with  one  hundred  twenty-seven 
(127)  who  received  county  diplomas.  Approximately  two  thousand 
(2,000)  pupils  will  be  in  attendance  in  high  schools  the  coming  year. 
This  is  remarkable  when  we  consider  that  eight  years  ago  only  four 
(4)  high  schools  existed  with  a  very  small  attendance.  Our  people 
have  learned  to  know  their  value,  and  are  willingly  lending  their 
support. 

The  school  code  has  not  hindered  us  in  any  way  to  be  noticed.  In 
fact  it  has  done  us  good.  The  influx  of  teachers  is  not  so  great. 
This  has  been  very  noticeable  and  is  largely  due  to  the  age  limit. 

Taken  as  a  whole  the  school  year  has  been  very  satisfactory. 

We  desire  to  thank  the  directors,  the  Department,  the  press  and 
all  who  did  so  much  to  assist  us  in  bringing  about  better  conditions 
in  school  affairs. 


FOREST  COUNTY— J.  O.  Carson. 


It  is  a  pleasure  to  submit  my  second  annual  report  of  the  schools 
of  Forest  county.  A  comparison  of  the  second  year  with  the  first, 
justifies  the  conclusion  that  there  is  a  steady  and  regular  improv?- 
ment  in  the  schools  of  the  county. 

We  note  a  livelier  interest  both  from  teacher  and  parent,  a  more 
enthusiastic  sentiment  in  general  and  a  keener  interest  manifested 
by  the  school  boards  of  each  district. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  we  are  pleased  to  report  the  addition 
of  a  high  school  to  the  educational  equipment  of  the  county.  The 
school  board  of  Harmony  Township  after  erecting  a  modern  brick 
structure  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $10,000  continued  their  progressive- 
ness  and  added  a  three  year  high  school  course  to  the  school,  which 
proved  a  success  in  every  way  and  reflects  well  on  the  initiative  and 
judgment  of  the  board. 
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The  Teachers'  Annual  Institute  was  held  at  Marienville,  December 
16th  to  20th.  Eighty-nine  teachers  from  a  total  of  niney-two  were 
in  attendance  and  the  expressions  of  satisfaction  were  numerous  and 
gratifying  to  recompense  for  the  labor  incurred. 

Supt.  A.  S.  Martin  of  Norristown,  Dr.  D.  C.  Murphy  of  the  Slippery 
Kock  State  Normal  School  and  Prof.  LeEoy  A.  King  of  the  Lock 
Haven  State  Normal  School  were  the  instructors. 

The  New  Course  of  Study  for  the  Elementary  Schools  of  Penn- 
sylvania as  revised  by  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  was  in- 
augurated at  the  beginning  of  the  calendar  year  and  every  teacher 
seemed  to  be  of  the  opinion  that  it  was  a  decided  benefit  to  their 
school. 

We  predict  that  better  results  will  be  obtained  from  it  this  year 
and  a  larger  amount  of  good  accomplished  than  ever  before  in  the 
history  of  the  county. 

To  forecast  for  the  coming  year  in  the  matter  of  permanent  im- 
provements we  are  pleased  to  report  the  erection  of  a  new  one-room 
building  in  the  Tionesta  District  which  will  accommodate  forty 
pupils,  modern  in  every  respect  and  thoroughly  equipped. 

We  are  also  glad  to  report  a  four  room  high  school  building  being 
erected  at  Kellettville  in  the  Kingsley  District  at  an  estimated  cost 
of  f  0,000.  This  school  has  made  rapid  progress  in  the  past  five  years 
and  with  the  beginning  of  the  next  school  term,  the  high  school  will 
maintain  a  four  year  course  of  study,  with  good  teachers  and  a  splen- 
did equipment  in  laboratories.  The  school  board  of  this  township 
deserves  particular  credit  for  the  interest  they  have  in  the  schools 
of  their  district. 

To  conclude  briefly  we  would  say  the  year  just  ending  was  a  most 
successful  one,  with  prospects  for  greater  and  more  productive  re- 
sults in  the  coming  year. 


FRANKLIN  COUNTY— Lewis  Edgar  Smith. 


Substantial  progress  has  been  made  in  the  schools  of  this  county 
during  the  term  just  closed,  manifestly  in  the  improvement  of  school 
property  and  in  the  quality  of  work  done  by  the  teachers. 

The  rural  school  is  coining  into  the  possession  of  its  own.  It  has 
too  long  been  a  neglected  element  in  our  scheme  of  public  education. 
The  city  school  has  adjusted  itself  to  the  changing  conditions;  but  the 
rural  school  has  not  kept  pace  with  the  progress  made  in  other  lines 
of  rural  endeavor.     But  the  farmer  is  awake  to  the  new  order  of 


84 


PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 


things.  He,  more  than  ever,  sees  the  advantages  of  a  good  school 
and  an  up-to-date  equipment.  The  environment  of  his  children  is  no 
longer  overlooked  and  he  is  especially  concerned  about  the  hygienic 
surroundings  of  his  children. 

We  have  installed  a  number  of  room,  heaters,  the  Waterbury  and 
Smith  predominating.  Both  of  these  systems  have  given  general  sat- 
isfaction. All  our  new  buildings  are  being  equipped  with  these 
plants  or  with  cellar  heaters. 

Guilford  township  will  build  a  modem  two  room  building  at 
Marion.  Metal  will  erect  a  one-room  house  at  Richmond  Furnace 
and  Washington  is  preparing  to  add  another  single  room  to  its  plant 
at  Wayne,  a  suburb  of  Waynesboro.  The  last  named  township  has 
thirty-three  schools;  it  has  built  on  an  average  one  new  building  a 
year  for  the  past  six  years.  Its  buildings  reflect  the  highest  credit 
upon  the  township  and  school  authorities.  Of  its  thirty-three  schools 
only  six  are  ungraded  or  in  one  room  houses. 

The  Teachers'  Institute  was  easily  the  educational  event  of  the 
year.  In  point  of  attendance,  in  enthusiasm  and  in  quality  of  in- 
struction it  would  be  difficult  to  surpass.  Our  instructors  were  Drs. 
J.  C.  Willis,  Kentucky ;  F.  A.  Barbour,  Michigan ;  O.  L.  Warren,  New 
York ;  T.  L.  Gibson,  Maryland ;  and  Prof.  J.  K.  Stewart  of  Shippens- 
burg  Normal  School.  Prof.  C.  C.  Lister  of  the  Palmer  School  of 
Penmanship  gave  a  series  of  interesting  and  helpful  lessons  on  the 
teaching  of  penmanship.  As  a  result  of  these  demonstrations  several 
districts  of  the  county  have  adopted  the  system.  We  know  of  no 
subject  in  the  public  school  curriculum  that  so  much  needs  a  practical 
system  of  teaching  as  that  of  penmanship.  It  seems  to  us  that  school 
authorities  have  been  a  long  time  discovering  that  the  copy  book  in 
common  use  has  not  served  its  purpose.  If  the  time  and  money  put 
in  copy  books  were  expended  in  teaching  a  practical  system  from 
which  the  child  could  acquire  a  natural  movement,  the  results  in  pen- 
manship would  be  far  more  satisfactory. 

Local  institutes  were  held  at  several  places  in  the  county.  This 
year  we  tried  the  scheme  of  joining  several  districts  for  local  in- 
stitute purposes  with  excellent  results.  At  Lemasters  Deputy  Super- 
intendent Teitrick,  Dr.  C.  C.  Miller  and  Dr.  J.  I.  Woodruff  made  ad- 
dresses. Monthly  teachers'  meetings  were  held  by  a  number  of  the 
districts.  We  purpose  having  all  districts  follow  this  plan.  A  gen- 
eral program  will  be  prepared  by  the  superintendent  suggesting  topics 
to  be  discussed  each  month  during  the  term. 

The  Meeting  of  the  Directors'  Association  was  a  success  in  every 
particular.  Addresses  were  made  by  Superintendent  Teitrick,  Dr.  C. 
C.  Miller,  and  Dr.  S.  A.  Martin.  Of  all  educational  meetings  I  know 
of  there  is  none  that  does  so  much  good  for  the  schools  in  general  in 
this  county  as  the  Annual  Directors'  Meeting. 
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Our  township  high  schools  graduated  as  a  whole  this  spring  the 
largest  class  in  their  history.  Some  of  these  young  men  and  women 
will  enter  college  or  normal  school;  a  few  teach;  while  others  will, 
with  their  superior  attainments,  improve  the  farms  of  the  county. 
Our  high  schools  are  doing  a  noble  work  and  the  attendance  is  increas- 
ing yearly.  Quincy  and  Washington  townships  each  added  another 
teacher  to  the  high  school  teaching  force.  Two  additional  high 
schools  are  needed,  one  in  St.  Thomas  township  and  one  to  accom- 
modate the  pupils  of  Letterkenny,  Lurgan  and  Southampton.  These 
schools  should  be  opened  by  another  year. 

A  boys'  com  club  has  been  organized  with  a  good  enrollment.  Boys 
from  nearly  every  township  in  the  county  have  taken  up  the  work. 
Our  plan  is  to  arrange  a  free  trip  to  State  College,  during  the  Farm- 
ers' Week  at  that  place,  for  the  premium  corn  grower  of  each  town- 
ship. The  necessary  expenses  will  be  defrayed  by  the  banks  and 
other  corporations  of  the  county.  The  superintendent  will  accom- 
pany the  boys  on  this  trip  and  will  endeavor  to  make  it  one  of  profit 
and  pleasure  for  them. 

We  wish  to  express  to  the  Department  our  appreciation  for  the 
assistance  rendered  during  the  year,  to  commend  the  State  Board  for 
its  efficient  work  in  behalf  of  the  schools  of  the  Commonwealth  and 
to  express  our  thanks  to  the  press  of  the  county  for  the  hearty  sup- 
port given  the  superintendent  in  all  his  endeavors. 


FULTON  COUNTY— B.  C.  Lamberson. 


In  reviewing  the  work  of  the  past  school  year  some  very  discourag- 
ing conditions  were  met,  yet,  on  the  whole,  steady  progress  toward 
better  schools  was  made.  To  say  that  the  schools  of  the  county  are 
better  than  they  have  ever  been,  may  sound  egotistical  to  the  ear  of 
the  critic  but  nevertheless  it  is  true ;  not  being  brought  about  by  the 
efforts  of  any  one  person  but  it  is  the  natural  result  of  honest  effort 
made  by  many  men  and  women  assisted  by  better  school  conditions. 
The  sentiment  for  better  schools  was  never  more  widely  spread.  The 
importance  of  educating  the  boys  and  girls  properly  is  rapidly  being 
urged  to  the  foremost  attention  of  the  people.  Assisted  by  progres 
sive  directors,  teachers  and  patrons  this  movement  has  had  con- 
siderable impetus.  The  people  are  beginning  to  realize  that  the  best 
is  not  too  good  for  the  boys  and  girls  of  our  homes  and  that  a  child's 
best  inheritance  is  its  opportunity  to  become  educated. 
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Many  improvements  on  school  properties  have  been  made  during 
the  year.  Todd  township  built  a  modern  one  room  house  to  take  the 
place  of  an  old  one  unfit  for  further  use.  The  new  building  complies 
with  all  the  requirements  of  the  school  code,  and  it  is  the  finest  school 
room  in  the  county,  having  an  abundance  of  light  and  ventilation  and 
being  furnished  with  individual  desks  and  a  ventilating  heat  plant 
that  is  very  successful.     We  hope  for  more  such  buildings. 

Taylor  township  placed  new  slate  black-boards  in  four  of  its  houses 
with  promises  for  four  more  during  the  coming  year. 

Belfast  township  placed  new  furniture  in  two  of  its  houses. 
Many  of  the  schools  were  furnished  with  dust  proof  sanitary  water- 
vessels  and  individual  drinking  cups.  There  is  a  flag  in  every  school. 
Not  all  were  floated.  No  school  is  without  a  library,  though  some 
consist  of  just  a  few  books.  This  movement  needs  a  little  more  at- 
tention and  support  by  all  who  know  the  worth  of  it. 

School  grounds  in  many  instances  were  cleaned  and  graded  to  some 
extent.  Some  were  made  larger.  Many  others  should  be  but  will 
not  be  until  legislation  compels  it. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  toilets  was  much  improved  during  the 
term.  This  was  largely  due  to  some  special  attention  given  to  the 
matter  by  both  teachers  and  directors.  There  is  yet  some  room  for 
better  conditions. 

If  the  work  done  in  the  schools  is  to  be  judged  by  what  the  schools 
produce,  then  the  year's  labor  has  been  attended  by  some  little  suc- 
cess. Thirty  pupils  from  the  rural  schools  were  examined  in  the  term 
examinations  given  at  the  close  of  the  term.  Twenty-two  of  these 
passed,  being  very  well  qualified.  Many  of  them,  after  taking  some 
special  preparation,  have  entered  and  passed  the  examinations  for 
teachers'  provisional  certificates  and  are  among  the  teaching  force  of 
the  county  for  the  ensuing  term. 

Another  evidence  of  better  sentiment  is  the  increased  desire  of 
pupils  and  teachers  to  go  out  to  state  normal  schools  and  colleges  to 
continue  their  education.  This  is  happening  frequently  in  sections 
where  formerly  it  was  considered  useless  if  not  impossible.  For  this 
sentiment  and  spirit,  credit  is  due  largely  to  the  efforts  of  live 
teachers  backed  by  honest  intelligent  parents. 

Old  time  spelling  bees,  arithmetic  contests,  parents'  days,  and 
many  other  movements  of  the  kind  had  a  beneficial  effect. 

The  teaching  force,  as  a  whole,  stood  by  their  work,  trying  to  do 
their  best  for  which  they  are  paid  too  little.  There  were  some  "dead 
ones"  among  them  who  were  dear  at  any  salary  but  their  elimination 
is  hoped  for  before  the  opening  of  the  coming  term.     Some  have  been 

eliminated. 

The  local  institute  work  carried  on  by  the  teachers  had  its  share 
in  the  creation  of  better  school  conditions.  The  monthly  meetings 
of  the  teachers  and  directors,  which  meetings  were  of  a  private  na- 
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ture,  were  of  the  utmost  value  to  both  bodies.  Where  they  were  regu- 
larly held  and  attended  there  was  little  or  no  commotion  in  the 
schools. 

As  a  rule  deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  schools  was  manifested 
by  the  directors.  A  few  serve  for  position.  The  directors'  conven- 
tion was  a  meeting  full  of  good  things  for  live  wires  in  the  work. 
The  discussions  brought  out  many  valuable  points  that  in  many  in- 
stances were  good  seeds  sown  on  good  ground.  There  are  some  stony 
places. 

The  teachers'  institute  was  well  attended  day  and  night.  Never 
was  stronger  and  more  practical  work  done  before  a  body  of  teachers 
in  the  county,  Dr.  Charles  Albert  and  Supt.  Coughlin  lived  in  our 
schools  during  the  remainder  of  the  term.  Thanks  to  them.  Not 
PLAY  but  WOEK  was  the  motto.  The  pint  said  it  was  poor,  the 
gallon  said  it  was  excellent. 

The  courses  of  study  compiled  and  furnished  by  the  Department 
were  distributed  among  the  various  schools  and  where  the  teachers 
made  a  careful  study  and  application  of  them,  we  found  conditions 
improved. 

There  is  an  increasing  demand  for  the  more  practical  things  to  be 
taught  in  the  rural  schools.  Great  interest  has  been  created  in  agri- 
culture as  applied  to  the  raising  of  better  crops.  What  little  of  it 
that  has  been  taken  up  in  the  different  schools  has  not  only  reached 
some  boys  and  girls  but  has  aroused  some  enthusiasm  among  the 
parents. 

The  cry  for  more  efficient  tradesmen  is  beard  from  every  corner. 
These  demands  must  be  met  somehow  in  the  near  future. 

We  desire  to  express  our  appreciation  for  all  who  assisted  in  the 
work  dining  the  year — for  their  support,  advice,  loyalty  and  encour- 
agement.    We  are  even  thankful  for  the  critics. 


GKEENE  COUNTY— H.  D.  Freeland. 


Another  school  year's  work  is  finished.  The  records  are  closed. 
While  the  work  did  not  measure  up  to  our  ideals,  yet  we  feel  that 
material  evidence  of  progress  is  not  wanting.  Few  new  movements 
have  been  inaugurated  during  the  year.  All  that  have  been  inaug- 
urated have  proved  a  benefit  to  both  teachers  and  schools. 

Perhaps  one  of  the  most  popular  and  beneficial  things  introduced  by 
the  present  administration  is  that  of  the  preliminary  institute  held 
prior  to  the  opening  of  the  school  term.     It  Avas  first  introduced  last 
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year.  All  of  the  inexperienced  teachers  of  the  county  were  requested 
to  attend  this  meeting  which  was  held  at  the  county  seat.  Many  of 
the  experienced  teachers  also  volunteered  to  attend. 

This  meeting  was  exclusively  a  school  men's  meeting,  the  public 
not  being  invited.  Topics  of  general  importance,  and  especially  of 
interest  to  inexperienced  teachers  were  discussed  by  school  men  of 
experience.  So  pleased  were  the  teachers  with  the  results  that  they 
voted  unanimously  to  endorse  the  plan  and  requested  that  a  similar 
meeting  be  held  each  year. 

Many  of  the  teachers  were  heard  to  remark  that  they  received  more 
practical  benefit  from  this  meeting  than  they  usually  get  from  the 
regular  Teachers'  Institute.  They  were  especially  pleased  with  the 
'•onnd  table  feature  since  they  felt  free  to  ask  questions  or  make  sug- 
gestions such  as  could  not  be  made  elsewhere  than  in  a  private  meet- 
ing. 

The  County  Institute  seemed  to  please  especially  well.  The  in- 
structors were  among  the  best  to  be  obtained  anywhere  in  the  United 
States.  We  were  especially  fortunate  in  being  able  to  have  with  us 
again  Hon.  Henry  Houck. 

Local  Institutes  were  held  and  attended  by  the  County  Superin- 
tendent in  the  various  districts  of  the  county.  The  teachers  in  gen- 
eral showed  great  interest  in  these  meetings.  Some  few  absented 
themselves  wilfully  and  needlessly  from  these  meetings.  It  has  been 
recommended  that  boards  take  this  matter  into  consideration  in  mak- 
ing up  an  estimate  of  a  teachers  professional  spirit  and  fitness  for 
re-election  to  a  school. 

Patrons  have  shown  a  great  interest  in  the  schools  during  the  past 
year.  Eeports  show  that  fifteen  hundred  people  visited  in  the  schools 
of  the  county  on  the  special  day  set  apart  to  be  observed  as  Parents," 
Day. 

Directors  have  carefully  looked  after  their  duties  pertaining  to 
business  affairs  of  the  schools  but  have  not,  in  many  instances,  visited 
the  schools  under  their  jurisdiction  as  often  as  is  advisable. 

Two  new  high  schools  were  instituted  in  the  county  during  the 
year.  One  being  in  Aleppo  Township,  and  the  other  in  Mt.  Morris 
Borough.  Each  of  these  schools  was  fortunate  in  securing  a  very 
competent  man  to  start  them  in  their  work. 

While  we  feel  that  the  results  of  the  year's  work  in  our  schools 
have  been  as  good  or  better  than  ever  before,  yet  we  volunteer  to  make 
the  following  criticism  and  recommendations:  One  of  the  greatest 
hindrances  to  our  schools,  in  Greene  County  at  least,  is  the  lack  of 
professional  training  on  the  part  of  our  teachers.  Last  year  only 
twenty-six  of  the  teachers  in  Greene  County  were  Normal  School 
graduates.  The  other  two  hundred  and  forty  were  getting  their  pro- 
fessional training  at  the  expense  of  five  thousand  innocent  children. 
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Nor  do  we  blame  the  teachers.  Their  preparation  is  as  extensive  as 
the  remuneration  from  their  services  will  permit.  In  one  school  in 
Greene  County  a  College  graduate  was  teaching  last  year.  A  six- 
teen-year-old boy  was  attending  his  school.  The  boy  decided  before 
the  close  of  the  term  to  secure  employment  of  a  firm  doing  business 
near  the  school.  He  started  in  to  work  for  that  firm  receiving  ten 
dollars  a  month  more  than  his  teacher.  The  boy  had  spent  nothing 
in  preparing  himself  for  that  work.  The  teacher  had  spent  three 
thousand  dollars  and  seven  years  of  study  in  preparation  for  what 
he  was  doing.  What  can  be  said  in  justification  of  such  an  abnormal 
state  of  affairs? 

We  feel  very  sorry  that  the  Governor  of  our  Commonwealth  saw 
fit  to  make  such  a  great  reduction  from  the  appropriation  for  schools 
recommended  by  the  legislature.  Our  schools  would  be  greatly  stimu- 
lated if  the  minimum  salary  were  raised  from  $40  and  .$50  to  $45 
and  $55  as  is  possible  under  the  "new  code."  Also  if  sufficient  ap- 
propriation were  made  to  our  high  schools  that  each  might  receive  the 
maximum  amount  obtainable  under  the  law. 

Thanking  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  kindly  assist- 
ance during  the  year,  I  respectfully  submit  this  my  second  annual  re- 
port of  the  schools  of  Greene  County. 


HUNTINGDON  COUNTY— J.  G.  Dell. 


I  feel  I  have  nothing  startling  or  out  of  the  ordinary  to  name,  but 
I  believe  we  may  justly  lay  claim  to  more  than  ordinary  progress. 
It  is  our  method  to  do  the  most  possible  amount  of  work  with  the 
least  possible  amount  of  advertisement.  The  year  was  one  of  marked 
activity  along  several  lines. 

By  the  addition  of  three  new  schools  and  the  closing  of  two  we 
began  in  September,  1912,  with  two  hundred  forty-one  schools. 
Mount  Union  and  Warrior's  Mark  each  added  an  additional  school 
during  the  term.  The  movement  toward  the  area  of  public  works 
places  a  large  enrollment  in  our  town  schools  and  reduces  the  enroll- 
ment in  our  already  too  small  "country  schools,"  even  closing  some  of 
them.  Some  of  my  people  are  becoming  greatly  interested  in  the 
principles  of  consolidation.  The  small,  isolated  school  is  our  most 
perplexing  problem. 

Our  schools  were  taught  by  two  hundred  forty-four  teachers,  forty- 
eight  of  whom  had  no  previous  experience.  Of  these  but  seven  wei  e 
college  graduates,  three  of  them  being  university  graduates.  Eigh- 
teen were  state  normal  school  graduates,  while  the  remainder  were 
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undergraduates  who  were  trained  in  our  state  normal  schools,  Juni- 
ata College  and  other  normal  schools.  Unfortunately  too  many  have 
not  had  one  year's  actual  training  above  the  common  school.  The 
condition  most  to  be  lamented  in  our  schools  is  the  professionally  un- 
trained teachers  who  are  elected  thereto. 

The  enrollment  in  our  schools  showed  more  than  seven  thousand 
pupils,  fourteen  hundred  of  whom  made  perfect  attendance.  The  en- 
rollment in  our  high  schools  is  entiiely  too  small.  This  is  the  result 
of  a  dislike  for  the  prescribed  course  of  study  by  the  boys  They  de- 
mand more  of  the  practical,  and  leave  our  high  schools  to  enter  priv- 
ate schools  where  the  course  may  be  elected.  Four  of  our  districts 
organized  two  joint  high  schools  during  the  year.  The  results  are 
gratifying.  More  interest  in  textbook  agriculture  is  becoming  mani- 
fested each  year.  Our  teachers,  even  high  school  normal  graduates, 
are  unprepared  to  teach  the  subject  successfully.  To  listen  to  a  city- 
bred  girl  attempting  to  teach  dairying  and  other  farm  subjects  to 
country  pupils  often  is  ludicrous  in  the  extreme. 

During  the  holiday  period,  I  prepared  a  circular  of  instruction  for 
the  teachers,  in  which,  I  urged  simple  manual  training  in  all  our 
schools,  especially  jack-knife,  simple  tools  and  needle  work  along 
with  pencil  drawing.  Several  teachers  responded  royally  and  the 
results  were  most  gratifying.  Where  teachers  manifested  prompt  in- 
terest, this  work  improved  the  general  attendance,  the  regular  pro- 
gram work  was  more  satisfactory,  and  local  interest  was  accelerated. 
We  expect  to  do  much  more  next  term. 

Some  of  our  districts  are  making  their  high  school  teachers  prin- 
cipals  of  the  district.  My  reason  for  having  this  done  is  that  it  aids 
in  bringing  about  regular  meetings  and  more  nearly  approaches  local 
supervision,  which  I  believe  to  be  a  vital  necessity. 

During  about  four  hundred  visits,  I  found  most  of  the  rooms  in 
good  condition.  Our  grounds  are  unimproved.  Too  many  are  shame- 
fully neglected.  As  yet  we  have  been  unable  to  standardize  our  school 
properties. 

Believing  that  directors,  teachers,  patrons  and  pupils  are  each  year 
becoming  more  efficiently  active,  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  this 
my  annual  report. 


INDIANA  COUNTY— James  F.  Chapman. 


In  nearly  every  particular  the  work  in  the  schools  has  been  satis- 
factory. The  general  school  spirit  of  the  county  has  been  good. 
This  has  been  manifested  to  a  greater  degree  than  usual  this  year  on 
the  part  of  parents  who  have  been  showing  a  special  interest  in  the 
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progress  of  their  children.  The  new  high  schools  have  apparently- 
been  influential  in  bringing  about  this  condition.  Parents  are  anx- 
ious to  have  their  children  complete  the  course  prescribed  for  these 
schools.  In  some  instances  pupils  are  traveling  five  miles  morning 
and  evening  by  country  roads,  and  fifteen  miles  by  train  in  order  to 
reach  a  high  school. 

At  the  examination  for  eighth  grade  diplomas  or  high  school  en- 
trance many  more  applicants  than  formerly  were  examined  this  year. 

The  new  high  schools  at  Homer  City,  Clymer,  Cherry  Tree,  Glen 
Campbell  and  Pine  Township  have  been  doing  most  efficient  work. 
From  present  indications  the  enrollment  will  be  much  larger  next 
year. 

Many  teachers  during  their  vacation  attend  the  summer  sessions 
at  State  College,  Juniata  and  Grove  City.  The  majority  of  the  teach- 
ers holding  permanent  certificates  are  desirous  of  having  the  addi- 
tional branches  mentioned  in  the  school  law  added  to  their  certifi- 
cates. 

During  the  present  season  the  boys  of  the  county  are  taking  up  the 
Corn  Club  work.  There  are  some  fifty  charter  members.  Cash 
prizes  have  been  offered  to  those  securing  the  best  yield  as  well  as 
best  sample  of  ten  ears  at  time  of  the  inspection. 

It  was  my  good  fortune  to  get  to  every  school  in  the  county  this 
past  year  save  two  country  schools.  A  number  where  the  teacher  in 
charge  was  inexperienced  were  visited  the  second  time. 

The  teachers'  institute  was  held  from  Dec.  16-20  inclusive.  The 
institute  was  one  of  the  best  ever  held  in  the  county.  The  day  in- 
structors were  Dr.  Thompson  of  New  York,  Prof.  C.  B.  Kobertson  of 
University  of  Pittsburgh,  Dr.  C.  H.  Cordinier  of  Millersville  and 
Supt.  S.  L.  Heeter  of  Pittsburgh.  The  instruction  was  all  of  a  help- 
ful and  inspiring  nature.  The  music  was  in  charge  of  Prof.  Napier. 
The  institute  much  appreciated  a  number  of  solos  by  Prof.  Hart  of 
the  conservatory  of  music  of  Indian^,  Normal.  The  evening  attrac- 
tions were  furnished  by  the  Kedpath-Brockway  and  Coit  Bureaus. 
They  were  first-class  in  every  particular.  Walter  Eccles  and  The 
College  Girls,  Dr.  Jno.  Merritt  Driver,  Strickland  W.  Gillilan,  The 
Music  Makers  and  Gov.  Frank  Hanley  made  up  the  course. 

The  Directors'  Association  held  its  meeting  December  17-18.  It 
was  well-attended  and  keen  interest  was  shown  in  every  discussion. 
Grounds  and  Buildings,  Economics  in  Management  of  Schools,  School 
Room  Equipment,  Needed  Amendments  to  the  Code  and  The  Ideal 
School  were  among  the  topics  discussed.  Addresses  were  made  by 
Prof.  Gordinier  and  Dr.  Thompson,  two  institute  instructors. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Department  for  the  courtesies  extended  in  the 
way  of  giving  advice  in  matters  pertaining  to  the  school  law. 
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JEFFERSON  COUNTY— L.  Mayne  Jones. 


Our  greatest  problem  continues  to  be  the  securing  of  a  sufficient 
number  of  trained  teachers  for  all  the  schools.     The  past  year  only 
one  hundred  seventy-two  of  the  three  hundred  and  thirty -five  teachers 
in  the  county  held  certificates  above  the  provisional  grade.     It  is  ap- 
parent that  those  teaching  on  provisional  certificates  have  not  had 
the  training  to  enable  them  to  do  their  best  work ;  seventy-six  of  these 
had  never  taught,  and  few  of  them  had  any  special  training  for  the 
work.     It  is  especially  unfortunate  that  the  untrained  inexperienced 
teachers  are  practically  all  in  the  country  schools;  for,  because  of 
lack  of  close  supervision  and  the  difficulties  in  grading  and  organiz- 
ing such  a  school,  the  country  school  is  in  special  need  of  a  trained 
teacher.     I  believe  conditions  in  regard  to  teachers  would  improve, 
if  a  law  were  to  be  passed  requiring  the  completion  of  a  definite 
course  as  a  condition  of  entering  the  ranks  as  a  teacher.     Provision 
could  be  made  for  such  a  law  to  take  effect  some  years  after  passed, 
and  providing  for  an  increase  in  the  minimum  salary  at  that  time. 
In  view  of  the  fact  that  many  of  the  normal  giaduates  have  a  very 
poor  grasp  of  the  problems  of  a  country  school  and  community  I 
strongly  favor  the  idea  of  having  special  courses  for  country  teachers. 
I  refer  only  to  the  inexperienced  graduates;  those  whose  only  pre- 
paration has  been  in  the  Normal  School. 

Elementary  agriculture  as  outlined  in  the  state  course  was  taught 
more  or  less  satisfactorily  in  all  rural  schools.  Teachers  who  were 
otherwise  well  prepared  experienced  difficulty  in  teaching  this  work 
satisfactorily;  some  of  the  weaker  teachers  did  very  little  in  this 

work. 

Last  year  in  my  report  I  stated  requirements  for  a  Standard 
School ;  this  year  sixty-six  schools  met  those  conditions ;  an  increase 
of  twenty-eight  over  last  year.  I  have  now  outlined  conditions  for 
a  Superior  School ;  this  includes  in  addition  to  the  requirements  for 
a  Standard  School:  Paint  and  repair  A.l.  At  least  a  half  acre  school 
ground  in  good  shape  with  trees,  shrubs  and  flowers.  One  of  the 
modern  systems  of  heating  and  ventilating.  A  walk  from  school 
house  to  the  road.  A  teacher  with  at  least  two  years  of  Normal 
training  or  with  a  certificate  higher  than  a  provisional,  receiving  not 
less  than  sixty  dollars  per  month.  This  sets  a  mark  for  the  Standard 
Schools.  I  think  we  will  have  at  least  one  or  two  schools  that  can 
meet  these  conditions  by  next  year. 

The  Annual  Report  now  being  printed  shows  in  detailed  tabulated 
statement  the  following  points  relative  to  each  rural  school :  total 
number  of  trees  on  school  grounds,  number  of  trees  planted  this  year, 
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number  of  framed  pictures,  sanitary  condition  of  house  and  grounds, 
books  in  library  and  whether  dictionaries,  maps  and  globes  are  sup- 
plied. This  gives  an  inventory  that  T  believe  will  result  in  some  of 
the  weak  places  being  strengthened.  For  all  the  rural  schools  in  the 
county,  except  a  few  for  which  we  did  not  have  the  information  the 
following  are  totals:  Total  number  of  trees  and  shiubs,  1,253. 
Number  of  trees  and  shiubs  planted  this  year,  497.  Number  of 
framed  pictures,  722.  Houses  in  fair  paint,  126.  Grounds  and  build r 
ings  clean  and  sanitary,  143.  Number  of  books  in  school  libraries, 
8,804.     Schools  having  dictionaries,  maps  and  globes,  81. 

A  number  of  the  schools  organized  Home  and  School  Associations, 
and  these  associations  were  a  very  marked  help  in  the  progress  of  the 
schools.  They  turned  their  attention  largely  to  the  material  needs 
of  the  school  such  as  supplying  needed  equipment,  improving  the 
grounds.  At  West  Beynoldsville  this  association  purchased  a  port- 
able stage,  a  rug  for  the  stage  and  over  one  hundred  chairs.  At 
Sigel  several  hundred  feet  of  good  cement  side  walk  was  made  and 
some  reference  books  purchased.  At  the  Stone  school  over  fifty  dol- 
lars in  cash  was  raised  for  improving  the  school  grounds  and  some 
work  was  done  by  volunter  labor.  At  Worthville  trees  were  planted. 
At  Upper  Buchheit  money  has  been  raised  to  fence  the  school 
grounds  and  a  literary  society  has  been  conducted  through  the  sum- 
mer. At  Prospect  the  school  grounds  were  put  in  good  sbape,  and 
a  literary  and  social  club  conducted  through  the  summer.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  material  assistance  these  associations  were  invaluable  as 
a  means  of  bringing  the  home  and  school  into  close  co-operation.  A 
special  effort  will  be  made  along  this  line  the  coming  year. 

Last  year  I  recommended  and  urged  that  material  for  construction 
work  in  the  primary  grades  be  supplied  in  all  schools,  giving  a  list  of 
materials  with  prices.  Very  good  results  were  obtained  in  every 
school  for  which  this  material  was  supplied.  The  book  of  directions, 
''What  and  How,"  was  so  explicit  and  plain  that  even  teachers  who 
had  absolutely  no  training  in  this  work  experienced  no  difficulty  in 
handling  it. 

In  two  of  the  county  schools,  the  Oaks  school  in  Union  township, 
and  the  Alaska  school  in  Eose  township,  an  experiment  was  made  in 
attempting  to  give  the  advanced  pupils  construction  work  in  wood, 
sewing  and  basketry.  While  the  amount  of  work  done  was  not  ex- 
tensive, I  consider  the  experiment  a  success.  This  work  gave  some 
valuable  training  and  discipline.  But  the  greatest  benefit  resulting 
to  these  schools  was  in  the  increased  interest  and  enthusiasm  created 
through  this  means  and  the  efficiency  that  this  brought  to  all  the 
work  of  the  schools.  I  cannot  commend  too  highly  the  patient  ami 
painstaking  efforts  of  Miss  Blanche  Summerville  at  the  Oaks  school 
and  John  Summerville  at  Alaska  school.     They  met  with  many  diffi- 
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culties  and  much  opposition  in  getting  this  work  started.  Much 
more  work  can  be  done  next  year.  Mr.  Millard  B.  King,  Expert  As- 
sistant of  the  Department,  gave  valuable  assistance  and  encourage- 
ment in  these  experiments. 

The  experiments  conducted  last  year  indicate  that  industrial  work 
is  feasible  in  the  rural  school  and  also  that  it  is  valuable  in  making 
a  more  efficient  school  in  addition  to  the  value  of  the  special  training. 
The  experiments  also  show  that  any  teacher  who  is  interested  and 
willing  to  study  and  work  on  this  problem  can  succeed  with  this 
work.  One  of  the  teachers  who  did  this  work  last  year  had  absol- 
utely no  training  for  it  and  the  other  had  only  a  few  lessons  in  wood 
work. 

These  teachers  are  planning  to  have  ladies  from  the  Patron's  As- 
sociations come  to  school  on  Friday  afternoons  and  give  instruction 
in  sewing.  I  believe  this  will  open  up  a  valuable  field  of  labor  for 
the  rural  school. 

During  the  past  six  years  I  have  made  "Better  Bural  School  Con- 
ditions" my  major,  and  have  in  season  and  out  of  season  advocated 
painting,  planting,  grading,  pictures  and  all  that  goes  toward  the 
making  of  a  good  plant  and  a  good  equipment.  While  it  is  too  soon 
to  claim  any  great  results,  I  believe  that  the  people  of  the  county  are 
awake  on  this  vital  matter  and  that  results  are  coming. 

I  wish  to  thank  directors,  teachers,  the  general  public  for  the 
cordial  support  given  at  all  times;  also  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction; the  new  Expert  Assistants  to  the  State  Superintendent 
have  been  especially  helpful. 


JUNIATA  COUNTY— J.  H.  Deen. 


In  submitting  this  brief  report  of  the  school  work  in  Juniata 
county,  we  do  it  with  the  assurance  that  there  has  been  no  abatement 
in  the  interest  taken  by  the  different  factors  employed  in  the  different 
parts  of  our  county. 

Speaking  in  a  general  way,  we  are  able  to  report  progress.  The 
greatest  hindrance  we  met  with  was  irregular  attendance,  which  was 
caused  principally  by  several  epidemics  among  the  children.  As  a 
means  to  encourage  attendance,  at  the  close  of  the  term  we  issued 
almost  200  certificates  of  merit  to  those  pupils  who  were  present 
every  day  during  the  term. 
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Examinations  were  held  throughout  the  county  for  the  advantage 
of  those  completing  the  common  school  course.  Of  the  number  ex- 
amined, 83  passed  successfully  and  received  certificates  for  high 
school  entrance. 

Our  teachers  are  realizing  more  than  ever  before  the  importance  of 
professional  training  for  the  work,  and  are  availing  themselves  of 
the  advantages  of  college,  or  State  Normal  education.  We  try  to 
encourage  this  and  hope  the  good  work  may  continue. 

Our  Annual  County  Teachers'  Institute  was  a  success  in  every  way. 
We  had  an  excellent  corps  of  instructors,  and  evening  lecturers 
and  entertainers  of  a  high  order.  All  were  entirely  satisfactory,  in- 
cluding our  musical  director,  Prof.  Chas.  A.  Dobson,  of  California, 
Pa.,  who  performed  his  part  of  the  work  in  a  pleasing  manner.  Our 
day  instructors  were,  Hon.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  our  worthy  State 
Superintendent,  Prof.  J.  L.  Allison,  Wilkinsburg,  Pa.,  Prof.  W.  M. 
Peirce,  Kidgway,  Pa.,  Prof.  E.  L.  Kemp,  East  Stroudsburg,  Pa.,  and 
Prof.  H.  K.  Ober,  Elizabethtown,  Pa.  We  had  for  our  evening  at- 
tractions, viz. :  Capt.  Jack  Crawford,  the  famous  Poet  Scout,  Rev.  J. 
B.  Kendall,  Ex-Governor  Robert  B.  Glenn,  and  "The  Iroquois  Indian 
Orchestra."     Each  number  made  good. 

Every  teacher  attended  the  different  sessions  of  the  institute;  and 
since  the  work  done  was  so  very  practical,  we  trust  something  good, 
may  directly  or  indirectly  reach  every  home  in  our  county,  that  the 
young  may  be  educated  in  "Right  Living." 

Our  directors  met  in  their  Annual  Convention,  on  Tuesday  of  our 
institute  week,  in  the  Grand  Jury  Room.  Their  sessions  were  well 
attended,  directors  being  present  from  each  district  except  one,  and 
some  of  those  directors  were  unavoidably  hindered  from  attending. 
The  directors  discussed  several  subjects  pertaining  to  the  best  in- 
terests of  our  schools;  and  were  ably  addressed  by  Andrew  Banks, 
Esq.,  of  Mifflintown,  Prof.  J.  L.  Allison,  and  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer. 
More  interest  is  being  taken  each  year  by  the  Boards  of  Directors 
in  their  conventions  and  in  other  educational  meetings,  which  is  very 
commendable.  Much  credit  is  due  our  directors  who  have  looked 
carefully  to  the  needs  of  our  teachers,  in  supplying  them  with  tools 
with  which  to  do  their  work,  and  in  brightening  the  interior  of  the 
school  rooms  as  well  as  looking  after  the  outside  repairs.  Of  all  the 
things  that  seem  to  be  neglected,  we  think  the  most  marked,  are 
ventilation  and  sanitation. 

We  have  six  high  schools,  all  of  which  seem  to  be  doing  good  work. 
The  high  school  proposition  is  doing  much  to  awaken  educational 
spirit  in  our  rural  districts. 

Each  year,  prior  to  the  opening  of  our  schools,  we  invite  our  teach- 
ers, especially  those  less  experienced,  to  meet  with  us  at  the  County 
Scat  in  conference  on  school  work.     We  feel  these  meetings  are  pro- 
ductive of  much  good. 
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It  is  our  aim  to  visit  each  school  at  least  twice;  and  to  have  di- 
rectors and  patrons  accompany  us  when  it  is  at  all  convenient.  I 
am  assured  that  it  would  be  an  inspiration  to  teachers  and  pupils  to 
have  frequent  visits  from  directors  and  parents. 

We  are  greatly  indebted  to  directors,  teachers,  and  friends  for  the 
many  courtesies  shown  us  in  our  tours  over  the  county;  to  the  editors 
of  our  county  papers  for  their  willing  assistance,  and  to  the  Depai  I 
ment  of  Public  Instruction  for  much  needed  counsel  and  support 
given  us. 

It  is  our  wish  that  we  may  combine  forces  for  the  best  for  our-  boys 
and  girls  the  coming  year. 


LACKAWANNA  COUNTY— J.  C.  Taylor. 


I  hereby  present  to  you  my  annal  report  of  the  condition  of  the 
schools  in  Lackawanna  County,  under  my  supervision.  Speaking 
generally,  we  had  a  successful  year.  While  there  is  much  in  the  way 
of  improvement  to  be  desired,  we  have  several  indications  of  progress^ 
Health  was  good,  attendance  regular,  and  teachers  attentive  to  their 
duties.  High  schools  are  flourishing.  More  pupils  from  rural  dis- 
tricts are  entering  high  schools.  The  grade  of  teaching  ability  is 
slowly  rising. 

Buildings. 

A  new  two-room  building  was  erected  in  Fell  township  and  a  new 
high  school  is  planned  for  the  coming  year.  La  Plume  borough  has 
begun  to  erect  a  two-room  building  to  take  the  place  of  the  old  one- 
room  building.  It  will  be  ready  for  use  in  October  or  November. 
Moosic  has  planned  to  erect  a  new  eight-room  building  to  take  the 
place  of  the  high  school  building,  also  one  of  two  rooms;  but  on  ac- 
count of  failure  to  sell  their  bonds,  will  be  obliged  to  postpone  build- 
ing the  high  school  until  another  year.  Blakely  completed  an  eight- 
room  high  school  building  with  laboratory  and  auditorium  seating 
about  500  persons,  at  a  cost  of  |20,000.  Repairs  and  improvements 
to  buildings  were  made  in  Moscow,  Elmhurst,  and  Newton.  Carbon- 
dale  township  put  new  heating  apparatus  into  three  buildings.  More 
room  to  accommodate  the  children  is  much  needed  in  Fell,  Mayfield, 
Jermyn,  Moosic,  Dalton  and  Lackawanna  township. 
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Teachers'  County  Institute. 

The  annual  teachers'  institute  was  held  October  28  to  November  1, 
inclusive,  1912,  in  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Auditorium.  Four  hundred  and  fifty- 
six  teachers  enrolled  and  attendance  was  fairly  regular.  Instructors 
were:  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Prof.  B.  H.  Crocheron,  Agriculture;  Prof. 
J.  C.  Stone,  Arithmetic;  Miss  Beatrice  Weller,  Drawing;  Prof.  C.  E. 
•  D  wight,  Penmanship;  Prof.  John  T.  Watkins,  Vocal  Music.  The 
lectures  were  interesting  and  instructive,  and  newspaper  and  other 
comment  was  very  favorable. 

Teachers'  Meetings. 

At  the  county  institute  Sabin's  "Common  Sense  Didactics"  and 
Warren's  "Elements  of  Agriculture"  were  adopted  as  a  teachers' 
reading  course.  The  county  Avas  divided  into  twenty  districts,  and 
a  leader  appointed  to  conduct  a  teachers'  meeting  each  month  in 
each  district.  In  a  majority  of  these  districts  meetings  were  held 
regularly;  in  some  of  the  rural  districts  no  meetings  were  held.  In 
the  larger  boroughs  and  townships  an  afternoon  was  allowed  by  the 
school  board  for  these  meetings.  In  addition  to  the  study  of  the 
books  adopted,  tbe  program  of  each  meeting  covered  "Practical  Ques- 
tions Arising  in  the  School  Room."  In  this  connection  I  wish  to 
refer  to  the  Farmers'  Institutes  held  during  the  fall  or  winter.  These 
meetings  ai  e  not  only  of  great  value  to  our  citizens  in  rural  districts, 
but  have  made  it  easy  to  introduce  the  study  of  agriculture,  now 
taught  in  all  our  high  schools  and  in  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades 
in  our  "district"  schools. 

State  Educational  Association. 

Unusual  interest  was  shown  by  our  teachers  this  year  in  the  an- 
nual meeting  of  the  State  Educational  Association  held  in  Harris- 
burg,  December  26,  27  and  28,  1912.  The  report  of  the  secretary  of 
the  Association  shows  138  teachers  enrolled  from  districts  under  my 
supervision. 

School  Directors'  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  of  our  County  Directors'  Association  was  held 
in  the  Court  House  on  December  12,  1912.  There  were  120  directors 
present.  The  principal  speakers  were  Dr.  J.  Geo.  Becht,  and  Supt. 
James  M.  Coughlin.  The  officers  elected  are :  President,  J.  N.  Graves 
of  Scott;  Vice-Presidents,  M.  D.  Potter  of  Benton  and  P.  J.  Healey, 
of  Fell;  Secretary,  O.  S.  Sharpe  of  Clarks  Summit;  and  Treasurer, 
W.  C.  Smith  of  North  Abington.     On  February  6  and  7,  1913,  accom- 
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panied  by  these  officers,  I  attended  the  annual  meeting  of  the  State 
Association  of  School  Directors,  held  in  Harrisburg.  The  lectures 
and  discussions  were  very  interesting,  and  helpful  to  our  directors; 
and  all  were  well  satisfied  with  the  meeting. 


High  Schools. 

The  annual  examinations  for  pupils  in  rural  schools  tor  admission 
to  high  schools  were  held  at  Moscow,  Waverly,  I  Hilton,  and  (Mark's 
Summit,  on  Saturday,  May  10,  1913.  Questions  were  prepared  by 
me  and  the  examinations  were  given  by  the  high  school  principal  in 
each  of  the  boroughs  named,  assisted  by  a  Committee  of  teachers. 
Out  of  the  88  pupils  examined,  high  school  admission  certificates 
were  given  to  45.  The  attendance  in  our  high  schools  is  steadily  in- 
creasing, the  total  attendance  for  the  last  year  in  eleven  schools  re- 
ported was  400  students;  the  number  graduated  was  83.  This  num- 
ber seems  small  when  compared  with  the  total  enrollment.  The  ex- 
planation is,  that  the  first  and  second  year  classes  are  much  larger 
than  the  graduating  (third  year)  class,  as  the  high  school  attend- 
ance is  steadily  increasing. 

Some  Things  Needed. 

Schools  are  overcrowded  and  new  buildings  or  added  rooms  are 
needed  in  Fell  Township,  Lackawanna  Township,  Moosic  Borough, 
Jermyn  Borough,  and  Dalton  Borough.  Moscow  school  has  also  out- 
grown the  old  four-room  building  and  a  new  one  will  be  needed  soon. 
In  most  of  our  rural  districts  both  buildings  and  grounds  are  sadly 
ffi  need  of  improvements.  In  some  of  the  larger  districts,  schools 
should  be  consolidated  and  high  schools  established.  In  smaller  dis- 
tricts, buildings  should  be  repaired  or  rebuilt  and  in  all  cases  ar- 
rangements should  be  made  for  suitable  play  grounds.  Many  of 
these  one-room  schools  have  grounds  less  than  a  quarter  of  an  acre 
in  extent,  and  some  have  no  grounds  whatever,  but  are  built  at  the 
corners  of  cross  roads  and  lack  any  semblance  of  a  play  ground.  The 
minimum  salary  law  is  inequitable  and  unjust.  It  should  be  amended 
so  that  large,  progressive,  and  growing  districts  shall  receive  their 
just  share  of  the  State  aid  granted  to  assist  in  paying  the  minimum 
salary. 
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LANCASTER— Daniel  Fleisher. 


Lancaster  county  has  043  teachers  under  the  supervision  of  the 
county  superintendent.  To  visit  such  a  large  number,  scattered  over 
a  territory  of  more  than  900  square  miles  requires  careful  planning 
and  favorable  conditions.  During  the  Inst  year  every  school  was 
visited  and  38  teachers  received  a  second  call.  With  a  few  excep- 
tions the  teachers  were  found  to  be  earnest  and  ambitious  and  the 
work  good.  While  many  teachers  are  able  to  reach  a  satisfactory 
degree  of  efficiency,  yet  the  schools  contain  some  who  have  mistaken 
their  calling. 

Through  the  efforts  of  the  normal  schools,  and  through  the  work 
of  the  high  schools,  there  has  been  an  upward  tendency  in  the  desire 
for  intellectual  and  professional  improvement.  In  scholarship  the 
teacher  of  to-day  outranks  the  teacher  of  past  years,  yet  there  is  often 
found  a  lack  of  that  general  culture  that  gives  the  possessor  a  broad 
view  of  life  and  living.  Too  many  teachers  are  unable  to  get  a  vision 
beyond  the  text  book. 

The  teachers  of  the  county  have  shown  a  commendable  spirit  with 
reference  to  the  course  of  professional  reading  suggested  for  them. 
Candidates  for  provisional  certificates  were  required  to  give  evidence 
that  they  had  carefully  read  the  two  books  specially  mentioned  in 
the  list. 

The  local  institutes  held  in  different  sections  of  the  county  are  at- 
tended by  the  teachers,  the  directors,  and  the  public.  These  meet- 
ings are  under  the  management  of  the  leading  teachers  of  the  county, 
and  the  programs  are  interesting  and  the  papers  and  discussions 
helpful,  especially  to  the  young  teachers  anxious  for  self-improve- 
ment. 

The  annual  institute  attracted  many  from  all  sections  of  the 
county.  Sessions  were  held  in  the  two  largest  halls  obtainable,  yet 
thousands  could  not  gain  admission.  The  good  done  by  these  annual 
gatherings  is  great.  We  were  fortunate  in  having  as  instructors, 
Dr.  A.  E.  Winship,  Cora  Mel  Patten,  and  Dr.  W.  D.  Henderson. 
These  able  instructors,  for  the  entire  week,  held  the  closest  attention 
of  the  large  audiences  and  at  the  same  time  gave  most  valuable  sug- 
gestions. It  was  an  inspiration  to  be  permitted  to  spend  a  week 
with  such  a  body  of  earnest  workers  and  to  hear  the  words  of  the 
speakers. 

It  is  always  a  satisfaction  to  be  able  to  notice  indications  of 
genuine  progress  and  of  a  desire  for  better  school  conditions.  The 
directors  are  exercising  care  in  the  selection  of  teachers  and  they  are 


100  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

trying  to  avoid  mistakes.  The  school  grounds  and  buildings  are  re- 
ceiving much  attention.  The  neglected  and  unsightly  walls  are  giv- 
ing place  to  neat  and  attractive  interior  decorations.  Old  dilapi- 
dated furniture  is  replaced  by  new  hygienic  and  comfortable  desks. 
In  the  erection  of  new  buildings  attention  is  paid  to  the  modern  de- 
mands with  reference  to  light  and  space.  The  old  stove  will  soon 
disappear  and  modern  methods  of  heating  will  be  found  in  all  rooms. 

Most  of  the  directors  are  meeting  with  success  in  their  efforts  to 
secure  better  attendance.  The  compulsory  law  is  difficult  to  enforce, 
but  in  many  districts  the  directors  have  in  a  tactful  way  been  able 
to  secure  the  co-operation  of  the  parents,  so  that  the  children  are 
regular  in  the  performance  of  their  school  duties. 

The  prevalence  of  those  diseases  peculiar  to  childhood  greatly  in- 
terfered with  the  work  of  some  of  the  schools.  It  is  a  question 
whether  our  quarantine  laws  relating  to  minor  diseases  of  children 
are  wise.  To  prevent  the  enforcement  of  the  laws  much  deception 
is  practiced.  The  mild  cases  are  not  reported,  and  the  children  from 
such  families  often  spread  the  contagion  throughout  the  entire  com- 
munity. 

The  high  schools  of  the  county  are  reaching  many  who  otherwise 
would  be  unable  to  gain  more  than  a  very  elementary  education.  The 
township  high  school,  however,  drains  the  ungraded  school  so  that 
but  few  large  pupils  are  found  in  the  rural  schools. 

In  most  of  the  districts  the  directors  are  exercising  a  wise  liberal- 
ity in  the  purchase  of  necessary  books  and  supplies.  Some  teachers 
do  not  appreciate  the  value  of  the  material  at  their  disposal,  and  valu- 
able supplementary  books  too  often  remain  on  the  shelves  unused. 


LAWRENCE  COUNTY— W.  Lee  Gilmore. 


The  school  year  just  closed  has  been  marked  by  conscientious  effort 
on  the  part  of  our  teachers  and  by  faithful  support  from  the  school 
directors  and  earnest  co-operation  by  the  patrons  of  the  schools. 
I  have  visited  all  the  schools  in  the  county,  a  majority  of  them  the 
second  time,  and  to  a  large  number  have  made  several  visits.  These 
extra  number  of  visits  were  made  to  schools  where  inexperienced 
teachers  were  working,  they  demanding  closer  supervision  and  need- 
ing more  help.  The  directors  of  the  various  districts  accompanied 
me  on  many  of  these  visits,  thereby  assuring  a  closer  relationship 
between  teachers  and  school  officials  and  affecting  the  greatest  degree 
of  harmony  in  the  work. 
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Paients  Day  was  held  in  a  large  number  of  the  schools.  The  pat- 
rons visited  the  schools  on  these  occasions,  got  acquainted  with  the 
teachers,  and  observed  the  work  and  progress  of  the  pupils.  These 
meetings  have  tended  to  create  enthusiasm  and  arouse  interest,  there- 
by stimulating  an  educational  spirit  well  worth  the  time  and  effort 
spent  in  their  organization  and  maintenance. 

I  observe  a  marked  increase  in  the  efficiency  of  our  teachers.  There 
were  two  hundred  seven  teachers  employed  in  the  county  during  the 
past  year.  Sixty-eight  of  this  number  were  graduates  of  state  nor- 
mal schools.  Twenty-seven  held  permanent  certificates.  Thirty- 
eight  held  professional  certificates  and  eleven  were  college  graduates. 
Seven  districts  had  special  teachers  for  vocal  music,  namely:  Ell- 
wood  City,  Wampum,  New  Wilmington,  Hickory,  Shenango,  Slippery 
Eock,  North  Beaver.  The  pupils  enjoy  this  work  and  very  satisfac- 
tory progress  was  made.      > 

Every  school  is  graded  and  organized  according  to  the  Pennsyl- 
vania State  Course  of  Study.  Final  examinations  were  held  in  every 
school  in  all  grades.  The  questions,  based  on  the  course  of  study, 
were  made  by  the  County  Superintendent  and  sent  to  each  teacher 
and  the  results  sent  to  this  office.  This  aroused  interest  on  the  part 
of -the  pupil,  assured  a  closer  application  by  the  teacher  to  the  work 
outlined,  and  was  largely  instrumental  in  systematizing  our  schools 
and  making  the  work  more  nearly  uniform. 

Uniform  eighth  grade  examinations  were  held  for  high  school  en- 
trance. Two  hundred  sixty  pupils  were  examined.  One  hundred 
eighty-four  passed  to  high  school. 

The  high  schools  of  the  county  have  all  extended  their  terms  to 
eight  months  or  more,  giving  the  pupils  a  much  better  opportunity 
to  do  the  work  more  satisfactorily.  All  our  high  schools  were  under 
good  management  and  very  efficient  work  was  done. 
=  All  the  boroughs  of  the  county  and  North  Beaver,  Mahoning, 
Union,  and  Taylor  townships  have  increased  the  school  term  to  eight 
months  or  more.  There  are  eleven  of  the  twenty-five  districts  of  the 
county  with  a  school  term  exceeding  the  minimum.  The  country  dis- 
tricts are  rapidly  realizing  the  advantages  of  a  longer  school  term 
and  more  will  be  added  to  the  list  the  coming  year. 

The  annual  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  jointly  with  the  City  of 
New  Castle.  This  has  been  the  custom  for  a  number  of  years.  By 
courtesy  of  the  New  Castle  Board  of  Education  the  teachers  met  in 
the  auditorium  of  the  New  Castle  High  School.  This  is  a  magnifi- 
cent place  for  such  a  meeting  and  all  felt  that  a  highly  enjoyable  and 
profitable  week  was  spent. 

No  innovations  have  marked  the  year  just  closed.  Time  only  can 
correctly  measure  results.      But  if  earnest  application,   consistent 
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effort  and  sturdy  adherence  to  principles  of  right  make  for  progress, 
the  educational"  work  in  the  county  during  the  past  year  has  been 
successful. 

In  conclusion  I  desire  to  extend  my  sincere  thanks  and  apprecia- 
tion to  the  press  of  the  county  for  its  help  and  support,  to  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Instruction  for  its  advice  and  assistance,  to  the 
clergy  of  the  city  and  county  for  their  efforts  in  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion, and  to  every  organization  and  individual  that  contributed  to 
the  interest  and  welfare  of  the  Public  Schools. 


LEBANON  COUNTY— John  W.  Snoke. 


Another  prosperous  school  year  has  been  completed.  In  reviewing 
the  work  of  the  past  year  one  can  truthfully  say  that  the  results 
have  been  gratifying.  Our  directors  have  been  earnestly  devoted  to 
their  arduous  tasks,  the  teachers,  with  very  few  exceptions,  have  done 
faithful  work,  and  the  patrons  in  almost  every  instance  have  co- 
operated with  the  directors  and  teachers  to  fulfil  the  true  mission  of 
our  public  schools. 

In  no  way  can  a  community  show  more  substantially  a  proper  ap- 
preciation of  the  value  of  the  teacher's  work  than  by  amply  remuner- 
ating her  for  her  service.  While  a  great  majority  of  our  teachei  s.  in- 
cluding those  of  all  grades  of  certificates  and  of  work,  are  receiving 
more  than  the  minimum  salary  fixed  by  law,  yet  the  fact  remains 
that  all  our  good  teachers  are  underpaid.  It  is  sincerely  hoped  that 
in  the  near  future  our  teachers  will  be  more  amply  remunerated,  thus 
inducing  them  to  remain  in  their  chosen  profession.  It  is  to  be 
deeply  regretted  that  our  recent  Legislature  failed  to  provide,  by 
special  appropriation,  for  the  fulfillment  of  that  part  of  the  school 
code  which  provides  for  an  increase  of  the  teachers'  minimum  sal- 
aries. 

Three  new  buildings  were  erected  during  the  past  year.  One  in 
Cleona,  North  Lebanon  district,  one  in  Campbelltown,  South  London 
derry  district,  and  the  other  in  the  borough  of  Richland.  All  were 
erected  under  the  provisions  of  the  school  code.  Perhaps  in  no  other 
provision  of  the  new  school  code  are  the  blessings  it  bestows  upon 
our  children  more  manifest  than  in  this  particular  one.  The  day  is 
forever  past  when  in  Pennsylvania  any  kind  of  a  building  is  good 
enough  for  a  school  building.  A  campaign  for  better  school  houses  is 
in  progress.  May  this  campaign  continue  to  be  waged  until  in  eve  y 
community  the  school  houses  and  its  surroundings  will  be,  at  least, 
equal  to  the  best  home  and  its  surroundings  in  the  same  community. 
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All  these  new  buildings  are  worthy  of  special  mention  and  they  re- 
flect a  great  deal  of  credit  upon  the  men  under  whose  direction  and 
supervision  they  were  erected.     The  one  in  Cleona  is  a  four-room 
building  constructed  of  Hummelstown  brick.     Besides  the  four  fine 
school  rooms,  it  contains  a  spacious  hall,  ample  cloak  rooms,  a  well 
lighted  basement,  in  one  part  of  which  is  placed  the  heating  plant. 
A  fine  teachers'  room,  supply  rooms,  and  two  rear  entrances  and 
stairways.     The  building  is  heated  by  steam,     The  fresh  air  is  ad- 
mitted through  openings  in  the  wall  which    take  the  air  directly 
under  the  radiators,  thus  heating  it  before  it  is  circulated  through 
the  rooms.     The  foul  air  is  extracted  from  the  rooms  by  means  of  foul 
air  ducts  leading  into  the  main  furnace  Hue.     The  lighting  is  bi- 
lateral, and  the  children  so  seated  that  all  light  falls  over  their  backs 
and  their  left  shouldeis.     The  buildings  stands  on  a  beautiful  plot 
containing  very  nearly  one  acre.     The  board  contemplates  arranging 
the  ground  so  that  there  will  be  an  ample  play  ground  and  a  beauti- 
ful lawn  on  which  there  will  be  flower-beds,  shrubbery,  and  shade 
trees.     The  building  in  Richland  is  an  addition  to  the  old  building 
consisting  of  a  spacious  hall  in  which  there  is  a  stairway,  two  fine 
school  rooms,  a  room  for  a  public  library  and  a  well-lighted  and 
cemented   basement   in   which   is   placed   the  heating   system.     The 
Richland  building  now  consists  of  six  fine  school  rooms,  two  of  which 
can  be  thrown  into  an  audience  room  by  means  of  folding  doors.  The 
lighting  in  the  four  old  rooms  is  mainly  uni-lateral  and  the  children 
are  so  seated  that  the  light  falls  over  their  left  shoulders.     Each 
room  is  supplied  with  the  purest  mountain  water  and  a  lavatory. 
The  building  stands  on  a  plot  one  half  a  square  in  size.     Two  sides 
of  the  plot  are  along  main  streets  along  which  there  are  cement  walks. 
The  entire  yard  is  studded  with  beautiful  shade  trees.     The  school 
board  contemplates  putting  the  front  part  of  the  yard  into  a  lawn  for 
flower-beds  and  shrubbery,  thus  making  it  one  of  the  finest  school 
yards  in  our  county. 

During  the  past  year  a  great  effort  has  been  made  to  improve  our 
rural  schools.  On  August  2th,  the  rural  teachers  of  the  county  con- 
vened in  the  Sunday  School  Chapel  of  St.  Mark's  Reformed  Church, 
Lebanon,  Pa.,  to  discuss  the  needs  of  our  country  schools  and  the 
means  to  be  employed  for  their  improvement.  During  the  forenoon 
session  of  this  meeting  the  county  superintendent  outlined  and  dis- 
cussed his  plans  for  their  improvement.  A  general  discussion  fol- 
lowed in  which  Supt.  F.  W.  Robbins,  Prof.  Cyius  Roger,  ex-Supt.  of 
Lebanon,  and  a  number  of  teachers  participated.  During  the  after- 
noon session  Superintendent  Eli  M.  Rapp  of  Berks  county  gave  a  full 
and  highly  interesting  discussion  of  the  plans  outlined  by  himself  for 
the  standardization  of  the  one-room  schools  in  his  county.  After 
his  discussion  the  teachers  organized  ''The  Rural  Teachers'  Assoeia- 
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tion  of  Lebanon  county."  D.  W.  McGill  of  South  Annville  district 
and  Miriam  Kuth  Grumbein  of  North  Cornwall  district  were  elected 
president  and  secretary  of  the  association,  respectively.  A  committee 
which  consisted  of  five  teachers  and  the  county  superintendent  was 
appointed  to  draft  the  requirements  for  standardizing  our  one-room 
country  schools.  The  committee  which  comprised  D.  W.  McGill,  D. 
B.  Fritz,  D.  B.  Behney,  Thomas  F.  Donmoyer  and  E.  P.  Strickler  of 
South  Annville,  North  Cornwall,  East  Hanover,  North  Lebanon  and 
Millcreek  districts,  respectively,  performed  its  task,  and  a  four  page 
circular  setting  forth  the  various  requirements  for  the  standardiza- 
tion of  the  one-room  schools  was  printed  and  sent  to  every  teacher 
and  every  director  in  our  rural  districts.  During  the  first  day's  ses- 
sion of  our  County  Directors  Convention  the  principal  items  of  this 
circular  were  thoroughly  discussed.  We  feel  certain  that  much  good 
has  been  accomplished  by  having  given  this  all  important  subject 
prominent  attention.  The  principal  items  considered  in  the  circular 
are  the  grounds,  the  waterclosets,  the  flagstaff,  the  fuel-houses,  the 
drinking  water,  the  school  house  with  its  methods  and  means  of  light- 
ing, heating,  ventilation  and  sanitation,  its  blackboards,  its  decora- 
tions, its  furnishings  and  its  supplies,  libraries,  the  organization  of 
the  school  and  last  but  not  least  the  teacher. 

To  create  a  greater  interest  in  country  schools,  and  more  especially 
to  create  a  deeper  interest  in  agriculture,  an  effort  was  made  to  or- 
ganize Boys'  Agricultural  and  Girls'  Domestic  Science  Clubs  through- 
out the  entire  county.  To  what  extent  the  plan  will  be  successful 
time  will  reveal.  In  the  districts  in  which  the  teachers  take  an  ac- 
tive interest  in  the  new  work  success  seems  to  be  assured.  This  kind 
of  work  should  intensify  the  interest  of  boys  and  girls  in  countiy  life, 
and  should  give  them  a  better  and  a  more  practical  understanding  of 
the  great  problems  of  scientific  farming. 

There  will  be  an  exhibit  of  products  of  the  boys  and  the  girls,  on 
November  7th,  1913,  in  the  vaiious  school  districts  of  the  county. 
The  exhibit  will  be  held  in  some  central  school  building  or  other  suit- 
able place  centrally  located.  Prizes  will  be  awarded  according  to 
a  plan  to  be  worked  out  by  the  teachers  and  directors  of  each  district. 
All  the  banks  in  the  county,  sixteen  in  number,  have  pledged  equal 
contributions  which  will  be  awarded  in  prizes  to  the  boys  and  the 
girls  of  these  clubs.  This  substantial  assistance  given  by  our  banks 
is  an  act  worthy  of  the  highest  commendation;  and  in  behalf  of  our 
boys  and  girls,  I  desire  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  for  their  liberal 
contribution,  and  to  assure  them  that  their  kind  act  will  always  be 
very  much  appreciated. 

An  additional  high  school  was  organized  at  Jonestown,  thus  afford- 
ing the  boys  and  the  girls  of  the  northern  section  of  our  county  a  high 
school  education.  Practically  every  child  in  Lebanon  county  now  has 
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the  opportunity  to  attend  a  good  township  high  school  or  a  first-class 
high  school  in  either  Lebanon,  Annville  or  Palmyra.  We  are  glad  to 
report  that  each  year  a  large  number  of  pupils  are  availing  them- 
selves of  the  superior  advantages  thus  offered.  The  Annville  High 
School  graduated  a  class  of  twenty-six  young  men  and  women,  the 
largest  class  in  the  history  of  the  school,  and  the  largest  class  ever 
graduated  from  any  of  our  high  schools.  Very  successful  commence- 
ment exercises  were  held  in  all  our  high  schools  excepting  the  one  at 
Hebron  in  which  there  was  no  graduating  class.  The  superintendent 
attended  every  commencement. 

The  Annual  County  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  in  St.  Mark's  Ke- 
formed  Church,  Lebanon,  during  the  week  of  October  14th,   1912. 
Our  instructors  were  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer;  Hon.  Francis  G.  Blair, 
State   Superintendent   of   Public    Institution,   Illinois;    Dr.    Arthur 
Holmes,  of  Pennsylvania  State  College;  Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  Secre- 
tary of  our  State  Boai  d  of  Education ;  Dr.  Henry  Suzzalo  of  Colum- 
bia University;  Prof.  O.  H.  Yeater  of  Bloomsburg,  Pa.,  had  charge 
of  the  music.     On  Monday  evening  the  Lebanon  County  Teachers' 
League  held   its  annual  meeting;   on  Tuesday  evening,  lecture  by 
Frank  Dixon;  on  Wednesday  evening,  lecture  by  Thomas  Brooks 
Fletcher;  on  Thursday  evening  an  entertainment  by  the  Hartfords, 
a  male  quartet.     Every  teacher  in  the  county  was  present  during  the 
entire  week.     The  interest  manifested  was  commendable.     The  week 
was  a  most  profitable  one  for  all  who  were  in  attendance.     The 
Teachers'  Beading  Course  adopted  at  the  County  Institute  included 
"The  Teacher  and  School,"  by  Colgrove,  for  all  teachers  holding  the 
provisional  certificate;  "Among  Country  Schools,"  by  O.  J.  Kern,  for 
all   teachers  employed  in   the  rural   schools;    "Education   for   Effi- 
ciency," by  Eugene  Davenport,  for  all  teachers  employed  in  the  grades 
and  high  schools.     The  teachers  voluntarily  increased  the  enrollment 
fee  to  three  dollars  and  the  surplus  institute  fund,  if  there  be  any, 
shall  be  spent  to  employ  instructors  for  our  teachers'  association 
meetings.     This  was  a  highly  commendable  act  and  indicates  that 
our  teachers  are  willing  to  make  sacrifices  for  the  improvement  of 
our  schools. 

Following  the  countv  institute,  four  joint  local  institutes  were  held 
including  all  the  districts  of  the  county.  These  were  held  in  Ann- 
ville, Jonestown,  Newmanstown  and  Independent  Borough.  Every 
teacher  who  was  appointed  to  serve  at  these  different  institutes  per- 
formed his  or  her  work  in  a  creditable  manner.  Out  of  the  two  hun- 
dred fifty-four  (254)  teachers  employed  in  the  county,  two  hundred 
ten  (210)  attended  their  respective  institutes.  The  meetings  at 
Jonestown  and  Newmanstown  were  well  attended  by  the  public.  In 
nearly  all  of  our  townships, 'district  institutes,  teachers'  meetings, 
and  parents'  meetings  were  held  during  the  school  term.  The  super- 
intendent attended  eighteen  of  these  meetings. 
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The  Directors'  Association  convened  in  Lebanon,  December  6th  and 
7th,  1912.  Ninety-nine  (99)  directors  from  twenty-two  (22)  districts 
were  present.  This  was  a  splendid  attendance,  yet  we  sincerely  hope 
that  in  future  every  director  will  be  present  at  this  important  meet- 
ing. The  school  director  who  is  thoroughly  interested  in  the  educa- 
tional welfare  of  the  district  in  which  he  serves  will  not  absent  him- 
self wilfully  from  this  important  annual  gathering,  and  the  director 
who  is  not  interested  in  the  schools  of  the  district  in  which  he  serves 
cannot  afford  to  be  absent. 

The  program  of  the  first  day's  session  consisted  of  subjects  pertain- 
ing to  the  standardizing  of  our  one-room  schools.  These  subjects 
were  discussed  in  a  general  way  by  the  directors  and  the  superintend- 
ent of  the  county  and  of  the  city  of  Lebanon.  Supt  F.  W.  Robbins 
rendered  highly  valuable  services  at  this  convention.  The  instruc- 
tors for  the  evening  and  second  day's  sessions  were  Hon.  R.  B.  Teit- 
rick,  Prof.  A.  P.  Harbold  and  Dr.  A.  C.  Rothermel.  These  men  gave 
the  very  best  instructions  and  most  wholesome  advice  to  our  direc- 
tors. It  is  sincerely  hoped  that  the  schools  will  be  materially  helped 
in  their  progress  by  the  splendid  work  of  the  convention.  Many  of 
our  teachers  were  in  attendance. 

There  were  three  additional  teachers'  associations  organized  dur- 
ing the  year  thus  giving  us  four  distinct  teachers'  organizations. 
For  many  years  we  had  a  High  School  and  Grammar  Grade  Teachers' 
Association  which  met  twice  every  year,  to  discuss  tire  leading  cur- 
rent educational  subjects  thus  striving  to  be  in  the  van-guard  of  edu- 
cational work.  The  primary  grade  teachers,  the  intermediate  grade 
teachers,  and  the  teachers  of  the  one-room  country  school,  each  have 
effected  similar  organizations.  It  is  our  purpose  to  have  two  meet- 
ings of  each  organization  during  each  year  and  to  have  instructions 
given  particularly  relating  to  the  work  of  each  grade.  This  gives  us 
a  better  organization  of  school  work  than  we  have  ever  had  before. 

Before  closing  my  leport,  I  desire  to  make  special  mention  of  the 
earnest  devotion  of  our  teachers.  As  previously  stated,  every  teacher 
attended  every  session  of  the  county  institute,  eighty-two  per  cent, 
of  the  teachers  attended  their  respective  local  institutes;  seventy- 
eight  per  cent,  of  the  teachers  attended  their  respective  association 
meetings;  all  but  three  of  the  one  hundred  fourteen  one-room  country 
school  teachers  attended  the  meeting  of  that  body  on  September  7th, 
1912;  last,  but  not  least,  of  our  two  hundred  fifty-four  (254)  teach- 
ers in  the  county,  two  hundred  twenty-five  (225)  of  them  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Educational  Association.  The  super- 
intendent may  justly  feel  proud  to  report  such  a  splendid  record. 

In  conclusion  I  desire  to  extend  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  State  De- 
partment for  their  wise  counsel,  to  the  press  of  the  county  for  a 


No.  7.  LEHIGH  COUNTY.  107 

wholesome  educational  influence,  to  the  teachers  and  directors  for 
their  loyalty  and  faithful  co-operation,  and  to  all  those  who  have  in 
any  way  helped  the  cause  of  public  education. 


LEHIGH  COUNTY— Alvin  Rupp. 


No  very  radical  changes  were  made  in  the  schools  of  our  county 
during  the  past  year.  Improvements  were  made  along  various  lines, 
and  the  work  that  was  accomplished  was  of  such  a  nature  as  to 
strengthen  the  system  in  a  general  way. 

There  were  very  few  entire  failures  among  our  teachers,  though  a 
few  were  rather  weak,  this  was  especially  true  along  the  line  of  dis- 
cipline. On  the  whole,  however,  the  work  was  more  satisfactory  and 
the  results  better  than  in  former  years. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  term  I  held  examinations  for  the  eighth 
grade  pupils  in  every  district  which  has  no  high  school.  I  examined 
a  total  of  200  pupils.  Of  this  number  119  reached  the  required  stand- 
ard and  were  passed.  Most  of  these  will  continue  their  studies  in 
some  higher  institution  of  learning.  Many  of  them  will  enter  neigh- 
boring high  schools,  some  will  enter  the  normal  schools  and  others 
commercial  schools. 

Many  of  the  rural  schools  were  supplied  sanitary  heaters  of  various 
makes.  This  is  a  move  in  the  proper  direction.  While  these  heaters 
seem  rather  expensive  at  first,  they  will  prove  to  be  a  large  saving  in 
the  end  by  conserving  the  health  of  the  children.  The  heat  is  evenly 
distributed  so  that  the  entire  room  has  an  even  temperature,  and  the 
ventilation  in  most  cases  is  very  excellent.  I  hope  it  will  be  only 
a  short  time  until  this  system  of  heating  and  ventilating  will  en- 
tirely take  the  place  of  the  old-fashioned  system  of  heating  with  the 
stove  in  the  center  of  the  room. 

The  Revised  State  Course  of  Study  foi  the  elementary  schools  was 
placed  into  every  school  at  the  beginning  of  last  term  and  instruction 
given  as  to  its  use.  Most  of  the  teachers  based  their  work  upon  it 
and  the  results  obtained  were  most  satisfactory,  though  it  will  take 
several  years  until  the  fruition  of  the  same  will  be  complete. 

Three  new  school  houses  were  completed  and  used  for  the  first  time 
this  year.  A  four-room  building  at  Slatedale,  another  of  the  same 
size  at  South  Allentmvn  and  a  new  high  school  building  at  Catasau 
qua.  All  of  these  buildings  are  models  in  architecture  and  appoint- 
ments. 
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Medical  inspection  was  again  made  in  many  of  our  districts,  but  it 
was  not  as  general  as  it  should  have  been.  This  is  due  to  the  fact 
that  opposition  to  it  prevails  among  the  patrons  of  the  schools.  In 
some  instances  it  was  made  too  early  and  in  some  too  late  in  the 
term  to  reach  the  bulk  of  the  pupils.  I  believe  that  the  best  time  is 
during  the  month  of  November.  Then  I  believe  too  that  a  great  deal 
of  the  success  of  inspection  depends  upon  the  selection  of  a  physician 
to  make  it.  Local  physicians  are  sometimes  too  timid  in  making 
their  reports,  fearing  that  they  would  offend  some  of  their  patrons. 

The  attendance  during  the  term  was  generally  good,  there  being 
comparatively  little  sickness  of  a  contagious  or  infectious  nature, 
and  the  winter  not  as  severe  as  is  often  the  case. 

The  County  Institute  was  attended  by  every  teacher  and  the  in- 
struction given  was  very  valuable.  Prof.  B.  H.  Crocheron,  of  Sparks, 
Md.,  was  with  us  for  the  week.  His  work  was  entirely  along  the 
line  of  teaching  agriculture.  His  methods  are  practical  and  can  be 
applied  in  the  work  of  the  school.  I  observed  most  excellent  work 
growing  out  of  his  instruction.  Dr.  Ellis  and  Prof.  Warren  also  gave 
very  practical  and  helpful  instruction. 

The  teachers  for  the  coming  year  are  about  all  appointed,  and  the 
outlook  for  the  success  of  the  year  is  very  auspicious. 


LUZEKNE  COUNTY— Frank  P.  Hopper. 


In  accordance  with  your  requirement  I  beg  to  submit  a  report  of 
the  schools  under  my  jurisdiction  for  the  year  1912-13.  During  the 
term  just  ended  there  was  much  accomplished  in  the  way  of  im- 
provement in  buildings,  grounds,  courses  of  study  and  general  equip- 
ment. Our  370  school  directors  are  fully  alive  to  the  needs  of  the 
pupils,  our  teachers  are  active  and  progressive  and  the  patrons  are 
showing  their  interest  by  meeting  with  the  teachers  to  discuss  ques- 
tions that  are  mutually  beneficial.  There  is  a  good  feeling  among  the 
various  educational  factors  and  excellent  results  will  surely  follow. 

The  county  institute  was  held  during  the  week  beginning  Monday, 
October  21,  in  Irem  Temple,  Wilkes-Barre.  There  were  1,119  teachers 
enrolled  and  great  interest  was  manifested  in  the  instruction  given. 
Those  who  did  the  work  were  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  State  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Instruction,  Dr.  Henry  Suzzallo,  of  Columbia 
University,  Dr.  Elwood  C.  Perisho,  Vermillion,  South  Dakota,  Supt 
Keed  B.  Teitrick,  Deputy  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion, and  Supt.  Charles  F.  Hoban,  of  Dunmore,     The  music  was  in 
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charge  of  Prof.  Robert  J.  McDowell,  of  Pittsburgh.  Many  teachers 
showed  marked  improvement  in  their  work  as  a  result  of  the  help 
they  received  at  the  institute. 

The  Luzerne  County  School  Directors'  Association  met  in  Wilkes- 
Barre  January  22  and  23,  1913.  Talks  were  given  by  Dr.  D.  J.  Wal- 
ler, Dr.  G.  M.  Philips,  Dr.  Andrew  Thomas  Smith,  Henry  A.  Gordon, 
Esq.,  I.  W.  Marstellar,  M.  D.,  Wm.  J.  Trembath,  Esq.,  and  Dr.  H.  E. 
Bittner,  President  of  the  Association.  The  meeting  was  attended  by 
upwards  of  60  per  cent,  of  the  directors  of  the  county.  This  is  a  vast 
gain  over  the  time  when  we  had  an  attendance  of  from  15  to  25  di- 
rectors. 

During  the  year  I  made  929  school  visitations  and  I  found  things 
generally  satisfactory.  There  were  only  a  few  teachers  that  did  not 
measure'  up  to  my  requirements,  but  with  some  helpful  suggestions 
they  will  be  able  to  make  a  better  showing  next  term,  if  they  remain 
in  the  work. 

Concluding,  I  extend  my  thanks  to  the  Department  for  helpful  in- 
formation, to  the  public  press  for  publishing  educational  happenings 
from  time  to  time,  to  the  school  directors  for  the  interest  manifested 
in  the  schools,  to  the  teachers  who  have  been  loyal  and  faithful  and 
to  the  patrons  for  their  courteous  assistance  to  the  teachers. 


LYCOMING  COUNTY— G.  B.  Milnor. 


One  purpose  kept  in  view  in  the  work  of  the  year  was  that  of  mak- 
ing the  country  school  more  of  a  community  centre.  Meetings  of 
teachers  and  parents,  school  socials  and  entertainments  were  held 
in  practically  all  the  districts  of  the  county.  These  activities  helped 
to  create  a  healthy  school  sentiment  which  resulted  in  better  attend- 
ance and  discipline,  greater  interest  in  improving  the  school  interior 
and  surroundings  and  a  larger  increase  in  patrons  visits  to  the 
schools.  The  reports  of  this  special  work  received  from  the  teachers 
of  the  county  at  the  end  of  the  year  showed  the  following  results: 

Total  amount  raised  by  Parent-Teacher's  Associations,  en- 
tertainments and  socials  for  school  improvement, $3,935  52 

Number  of  teachers'  meetings  and  institutes, 328 

Number  of  parents'  visits,   3>[JJb 

Number  of  special  exercises,  ^ 

Number  of  pupils  perfect  in  attendance  and  punctuality,  1,103 

Percentage  of  attendance  for  the  county, 90 

Number  of  library  books  added  during  the  year, 774 

Number  of  pictures  purchased,  144: 
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The  reports  show  that  considerable  interest  was  manifested  during 
the  year  by  teachers  and  pupils  in  a  number  of  districts  in  planting 
trees,  flowers  and  shrubs  and  in  adding  other  general  improvements 
to  the  school  grounds.  Following  are  some  of  the  improvements 
made  during  the  year:  Waterville,  Cummings  township,  play  ground 
rented,  trees,  shrubs  and  flowers  planted;  Christian  Hill,  Eldred, 
twenty-six  trees  planted,  flower  beds  made;  Pleasant  Valley,  Frank- 
lin, trees  planted,  yard  cleaned  and  improved;  Germany,  yard 
drained;  Hepburnville,  Hepburn,  dahlia  bulbs  planted;  Klumpps, 
flowers  and  shrubs  planted;  Fields,  Lewis,  flowers  and  shrubbery 
planted;  Oval,  Limestone,  flowers  planted;  Mill  Creek,  Loyalsock, 
flowers  planted;  Bottle  Run,  Old  Lycoming,  playground  apparatus 
purchased;  Franklin,  ground  cleaned;  Oak  Grove,  ground  cleaned; 
Marsh  Hill,  Mclntyre,  vines  and  flowers  planted;  Ralston,  play 
ground  apparatus  purchased;  Mcllvain,  McNett,  trees  planted;  Sta- 
vertown,  Porter,  trees  planted ;  Antes  Fort,  Nippenose,  trees  planted ; 
Point,  Shrewsbury,  trees  and  flowers  planted,  Elimsport,  Washing- 
ton, trees  planted.  The  Parent-Teacher's  Association  of  the  boroughs 
and  Loyalsock  township  were  especially  active  in  raising  money  for 
school  improvements.  Usually  playground  apparatus  was  installed. 
In  South  Williamsport  a  play  ground  was  purchased  and  in  Valla- 
mont  special  teachers  of  music  and  penmanship  employed. 

Practically  all  the  schools  of  the  county  are  provided  with  libra- 
ries of  from  25  to  500  volumes.  Last  year  1,138  books  were  added. 
While  the  number  added  this  year  was  not  quite  so  large  the  interest 
in  good  reading  is  still  alive.  In  the  following  schools  15  or  more 
books  were  purchased:  Bastress,  15;  Oak  Grove,  15;  Sand  Hill,  18; 
Bottle  Run,  18;  Christian  Hill,  24;  Heilman,  32;  Pleasant  Hill,  38; 
Hepburnville,  26;  Balls  Mills,  24;  Klumpps,  25;  Franklin,  28;  Laurel 
Run,  36;  Raker,  58;  Muncy,  65;  Jersey  Shore,  75;  Montgomery,  120. 
The  reports  show  that  1,103  pupils  were  granted  certificates  for 
perfect  attendance  and  punctuality,  a  gain  of  300  over  last  year. 
Of  this  number  Jersey  Shore  had  90,  Montoursville  49,  Hughesville, 
48,  South  Williamsport  48,  Franklin  44,  Muncy  38,  Montgomery  38, 
Washington  37,  Loyalsock  32,  Jordan  30,  Muncy  Creek  30,  Cogan 
House  23,  Hepburn  23,  Pine  23. 

The  county  teachers'  institute  held  in  Jersey  Shore,  Dec.  16-20, 
was  a  most  helpful  and  inspiring  meeting.  The  instructors  were 
Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Education, 
Harrisburg,  Dr.  C.  T.  McFarlane,  Columbia  University,  N.  Y.,  Dr. 
Arthur  D.  Cromwell,  West  Chester  State  Normal  School,  Dr.  Andrew 
Thomas  Smith,  Mansfield  State  Normal  School,  Supt.  F.  W.  Bobbins, 
Lebanon  and  Prof.  O.  H.  Yetter,  Bloomsburg.  The  evening  attrac- 
tions were  Dr.  Edward  Amherst  Ott,  Gov.  Robert  B.  Glenn,  The 
Music  Makers  and  The  Haines-Kellogg  Company.     Over  100  directors 
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were  present  on  Directors'  Day  when  a  number  of  questions  relative 
to  the  duties  of  directors  were  discussed.  At  the  joint  meeting  of  di- 
rectors and  teachers  Dr.  Becht  spoke  on  "The  Director's  Opportu- 
nity," and  Dr.  Cromwell  on  "The  Ideal  School"  (illustrated).  The 
display  work  presented  by  the  pupils  of  the  county  surpassed  that  of 
previous  years  both  in  quality  and  quantity.  Some  of  the  best  speci- 
mens in  drawing,  penmanship  and  hand  work  were  of  sufficient 
merit  to  be  placed  in  the  Educational  Department  of  the  State  Mu- 
seum at  Harrisburg. 

The  monthly  meetings  of  the  county  Teacher's  Exchange  were  well 
attended  throughout  the  year,  at  times  by  over  one-third  of  the  en- 
tire teaching  force.  Important  questions  relating  to  the  school  work 
of  the  county  were  considered  each  month  and  a  chapter  of  Strayer's 
Teaching  Process  reviewed.  Special  speakers  were  Miss  Rena 
Frankeberger,  supervisor  of  drawing,  Williamsport,  Prof.  L.  H. 
Dennis,  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  Harrisburg  and  Dr.  C.  C. 
Ellis,  Juniata  College,  Huntingdon. 

The  March  meeting  of  the  Exchange  was  held  in  conjunction  with 
the  County  Directors'  Association  at  Williamsport,  March  29.  The 
program  included  addresses  by  the  president,  Dr.  J.  L.  Mansuy  of 
Ralston,  Samuel  Sedam,  Muncy  and  W.  R,  Peoples,  Esq.,  Jersey 
Shore.  Delegates  to  the  State  Directors'  Convention,  and  Mrs.  New- 
ton Chatham,  President  of  the  Home  and  School  League  of  Williams- 
port. Supt.  O.  J.  Kern,  of  Rockford,  Illinois,  gave  two  excellent  ad- 
dresses illustrated  with  beautifully  colored  slides  showing  what  can 
be  done  by  teachers  and  pupils  in  the  way  of  improving  school  inte- 
riors, grounds  and  surroundings.  The  effect  of  Supt.  Kern's  work 
is  apparent  in  the  increased  interest  manifested  in  improving  school 
conditions  in  a  number  of  districts  in  the  county. 

The  thirty-sixth  annual  session  of  the  Lycoming  County  Teachers' 
Association  was  held  in  Picture  Rocks,  Feb.  22.  The  day  sessions 
were  taken  up  with  the  discussion  of  practical  school  questions  by 
the  high  school  principals  and  county  teachers.  The  discussion  of 
"Manual  Training  as  Part  of  the  Structure  of  the  Public  Schools," 
by  Supt.  Chas.  Lose  of  Williamsport,  and  the  evening  lecture,  "What 
Makes  the  Wheels  Go  Round,"  by  Charles  H.  Gordinier,  of  the  Mil 
lersville  State  Normal  School,  were  received  by  an  appreciative  audi- 
ence. The  excellent  music  rendered  by  the  local  talent  of  Picture 
Rocks  was  a  pleasing  feature  of  the  program. 

The  course  in  drawing  given  at  the  Lycoming  County  Normal 
School  by  Miss  Frankeberger  of  Williamsport,  was  productive  of 
good  results  in  the  rural  schools.  In  the  graded  schools  the  drawing 
in  Muncy  and  Center  in  Loyalsock  deserve  special  mention.  Prof. 
C.  C.  Hart  of  Williamsport  was  employed  as  supervisor  of  penman- 
ship during  the  year  in  Jersey  Shore,  Montgomery,  Montoursville, 
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Ralston  and  Vallamont.  Through  this  special  instruction  consider- 
able gains  were  made  in  muscular  writing.  Special  supervisors  of 
music  were  employed  by  Moutoursville,  Vallamont,  Hughesville,  and 
Picture  Rocks. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  acknowledge  the  generous  assistance  and 
continued  co-operation  of  teachers,  patrons,  directors,  the  public 
press  and  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 


McKEAN  COUNTY— C.  W.  LILLIBRIDGE. 


The  closing  school  year  has  been  one  of  general  progress  in  the 
school  affairs  of  McKean  county.  Those  factors  which  so  largely 
determine  the  degree  of  success  which  attend  educational  activities — 
teachers,  directors  and  the  public — have  shown  a  most  commendable 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  common  schools. 

Teachers. 

The  corps  of  teachers  has  been  perhaps  the  most  efficient  in  the 
history  of  the  county.  Of  the  225  teachers,  90  are  graduates  of  State 
normal  schools,  36  hold  county  permanent,  the  same  number  hold 
professional  certificates,  while  but  59,  or  26  per  cent,  hold  provisional 
certificates.  Only  33  of  the  entire  number  of  teachers  have  had  no 
previous  experience  in  teaching. 

Directors. 

The  school  directors  of  the  county  are  the  leading  professional 
and  business  men  of  their  respective  communities.  As  a  rule  the 
business  affairs  appertaining  to  the  schools  are  transacted  with  the 
same  dispatch,  integrity  and  zeal  as  attend  the  private  interests  of 
these  same  men,  many  of  whom  serve  their  districts  at  considerable 
sacrifice  both  in  time  and  money. 

Examinations. 

During  May  the  superintendent  personally  conducted  ten  exam- 
inations throughout  the  county  for  high  school  entrance,  while  four 
such  examinations  were  conducted  by  high  school  principals.  At 
these  examinations  178  eighth  grade  pupils  from  the  townships  pre- 
sented themselves.  Of  this  number  133  were  granted  diplomas. 
Two  hundred  ninety-nine  township   pupils  were  promoted   to   the 
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eighth  grade.  There  were  during  the  year  147  township  pupils  en- 
rolled in  neighboring  high  schools.  As  the  total  population  of  the 
townships  in  McKean  county  is  but  21,000  the  above  figures  show 
a  very  promising  school  spirit  in  the  rural  communities. 

High  Schools. 

The  high  schools  of  the  county  are  doing  very  efficient  work.  The 
Eldred  high  school  will  enter  the  first  class  at  the  close  of  this  school 
year,  thereby  making  every  borough  high  school  in  the  county  of 
the  first  class.  Our  only  township  high  school,  located  at  Hazle- 
hurst,  has  a  three  years  course  and  is  also  doing  excellent  work. 
These  schools,  together  with  those  of  Kane  and  Bradford,  afford 
the  people  of  the  county  educational  advantages  seldom  equalled  in 
a  county  having  no  larger  population  than  has  McKean  county. 
The  number  of  high  school  students  both  from  town  and  country 
is  sufficient  proof  of  the  willingness  of  the  boys  and  girls  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  opportunities  offered. 

Course  of  Study. 

The  Illinois  Course  of  Study  is  still  used  as  the  basis  for  our  work 
in  the  township  schools.  Before  this  course  was  used  the  work  in 
many  of  our  schools  was  vague,  indeterminate  and  of  little  value. 
There  is  no  question  but  that  the  use  of  the  Illinois  Course  has  revo- 
lutionized our  district  schools.  Some  of  the  cardinal  features  of 
this  course  are:  The  provisions  for  alternation,  special  adaptations 
suitable  to  the  rural  school,  sufficient  suggestions  both  as  to  subject 
matter  and  method  as  will  enable  the  beginning  teacher  from  the 
first  day  of  school  to  make  her  work  one  of  purpose  with  the  attend- 
ing results.  These  with  the  monthly  examinations  sent  out  and  the 
careful  system  of  recording  results  and  gradation  in  use  make  the 
common  school  as  efficient  as  possible  without  a  more  careful  super- 
vision. 

Institutes. 

Our  annual  institute  was  as  usual  the  great  educational  event  of 
the  year.  It  could  not  be  otherwise  with  such  able  instructors  as 
Dr.  F.  H.  Green,  West  Chester,  Pa.  Dr.  H.  R.  Pattengill,  Lansing, 
Mich.  Dr.  E.  E.  Sparks,  State  College,  Pa.  Dr.  R.  B.  Teitrick, 
Harrisburg  and  Miss  Adah  M.  Jones,  Clarion,  Pa.  Prof.  J.  W. 
Yoder,  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  conducted  the  music  in  his  characteristi- 
cally happy  and  successful  manner.  With  one  exception  all  the  in- 
structors are  from  our  State.  With  no  exceptions,  the  institute  was 
as  good  as  any  yet  held  in  the  county, 

8—7—1913. 
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The  Directors  met  in  annual  convention  during  Wednesday  and 
Thursday  of  institute  week.     They  were  addressed  by  the  several 
institute  instructors.     However,  the  special  feature  of  their  meeting 
was  the  inspiring  and  helpful  talk  of  Deputy  Superintendent  R   B 
Teitrick. 

During  the  year  a  most  helpful  series  of  local  institutes  have  been 
held.  Twelve  such  meetings  were  very  successful.  An  effort  was 
made  in  every  instance  to  bring  the  school  patrons  into  closer  touch 
with  school  matters  and  aims.  In  not  a  few  places  the  results  along 
this  line  were  most  gratifying. 


Penmanship. 

The  teachers  and  the  pupils  of  the  townships  are  still  using  the 
Palmer  system  of  muscular  penmanship.  In  a  few  districts  this 
system  has  been  in  use  long  enough  and  with  sufficient  degree  of 
thoroughness  so  that  the  pupils  use  the  muscular  movement  in  all 
their  written  work. 

Exhibits  of  drawing  and  writing  were  made  at  the  County  Fair 
and  the  Teachers'  Institute.  The  specimens  displayed  showed  a 
marked  improvement  over  those  of  a  year  ago.  Prizes  and  diplomas 
were  offered  to  those  having  the  best  specimens  in  the  districts  and 
the  county.  In  every  instance  those  receiving  prizes  were  from  the 
townships  where  the  Palmer  system  is  in  use. 

There  is  no  question  but  that  the  day  of  the  old  fashioned  copy  book 
with  its  cramped  characters  drawn  with  infinite  care  or  disastrous 
haste,  is  past. 

School  Gardens. 

In  one  of  the  townships  having  nine  months  term  the  teachers 
have  aroused  interest  in  school  gardens.  In  districts  having  but 
seven  or  at  the  best  eight  months  terms  there  is  considerable  diffi- 
culty in  making  a  success  of  such  work.  However,  work  of  this 
nature  is  being  done  by  many  of  the  schools  in  conjunction  with 
the  grange  and  the  County  Fair.  The  pupils  of  the  schools  have 
been  encouraged  to  take  part  in  a  flower  and  garden  seed  contest 
arranged  by  Mrs.  Mary  Howden,  County  Lecturer  of  the  Grange. 
Congressman  Chas.  E.  Patton  of  the  21st  District  furnished  the 
seeds  and  also  offered  a  silver  cup  to  the  boy  or  girl  who  would 
present  the  finest  specimens  grown  from  the  seeds.  One  hundred 
and  one  pupils  applied  for  seeds  and  splendid  results  are  looked 
for  at  the  County  Fair  held  in  September.  One  of  the  conditions 
of  the  contest  is  that  each  contestant  shall  write  an  essay  describing 
the  culture  of  the  plants  grown  from  the  seeds. 
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School  Paper. 

During  the  past  year  the  "Home  and  School  Visitor''  has  found  its 
way  into  twelve  hundred  homes  in  McKean  county.  Half  this  num- 
ber were  sent  to  pupils  in  the  township  schools.  The  others  were 
sent  to  teachers  and  directors  and  those  specially  interested  in  school 
matters. 

The  paper  is  published  four  times  during  the  school  year.  Through 
its  columns  the  superintendent  comes  into  closer  touch  with  the 
pupils,  teachers  and  school  officials.  It  serves  as  the  means  whereby 
announcements  of  examinations,  institutes  and  other  meetings  of 
interest  are  made  known.  In  it  are  printed  poems  for  study,  out- 
lines of  school  subjects  and  essays  written  by  pupils  and  teachers. 
While  the  preparation  and  publishing  of  this  paper  takes  a  consid- 
erable portion  of  the  time  that  would  otherwise  be  leisure,  yet  we 
feel  that  the  results  obtained  are  worth  the  work  incurred  in  its 
publication. 

During  the  school  year  the  superintendent  has  examined  in  five 
examinations  123  applicants  for  provisional  certificates,  conducted 
ten  examinations  for  eighth  grade  pupils,  attended  fifteen  local  in- 
stitutes and  other  public  meetings  in  the  county,  attended  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Central  Pennsylvania  Round  Table  of  Superintendents, 
served  on  the  board  of  examiners  at  a  State  Normal  School,  spent 
six  weeks  at  the  Columbia  University  Summer  School  and  made  over 
three  hundred  fifty  visits  to  the  schools  of  the  county. 

In  conclusion,  we  desire  to  express  our  hearty  thanks  to  the  su- 
pervising principals  of  our  towns  for  their  help  in  local  institutes, 
directors  teachers  and  patrons  for  kind  and  valuable  assistance  ren- 
dered, the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  courtesies  shown 
and  to  all  who  have  contributed  in  making  our  work  during  the 
past  year  pleasant  and  profitable. 


MERCER  COUNTY— H.  E.  McConnell. 


In  presenting  a  brief  report  of  the  educational  happenings  and 
conditions  of  Mercer  county  for  the  school  year  just  ended,  I  do  so 
with  a  feeling,  that  while  many  things  have  given  us  pleasure  and 
gratification,  yet  there  remains  much  to  be  accomplished,  much  in 
which  we  fall  short. 
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The  statistical  report  for  the  year  shows  a  decrease  in  the  num- 
ber of  teachers  holding  provisional  certificates  and  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  those  holding  higher  grade  certificates.  Many  of  our 
teachers  are  seeing  the  necessity  of  better  training  for  the  work.  " 

Our  high  schools  have  manifested  much  enthusiasm  and  interest 
in  the  work.  They  have  shown  a  steady  growth.  Some  of  them  are 
doing  excellent  practical  work  in  agriculture.  Jamestown,  the 
coming  year  will  start  on  a  four  (4)  year  high  school  course,  with  a 
splendid  laboratory  equipment,  Hickory  township  high  school  has 
also  added  another  year  to  the  course  with  special  emphasis  placed 
on  agriculture.  The  borough  of  Grove  City  has  in  erection  a  fine 
modern  high  school  building. 

Our  borough  schools,  under  faithful  and  competent  superintend- 
ents and  principals,  have  shown  much  progress  and  efficiency. 

In  the  rural  schools  effort  has  been  made  to  create  community  in- 
terest. Some  of  our  teachers  and  boards  have  taken  pleasure  in 
the  beautifying  of  school-rooms  and  grounds. 

Within  the  past  year  we  have  formed  "Boys'  Corn  Growing  Clubs" 
and  "Girls'  Bread  Making  Clubs."  We  have,  at  present,  one  hun- 
dred-forty four  (144)  boys  in  a  Corn  Growing  Contest,  and  one  hun- 
dred-fourteen  (114)  girls  in  a  bread  making  contest.  Much  interest 
is  manifested  in  both  clubs.  The  club  movement  has  a  tendency  to 
create  an  interest  in  the  farm  and  the  home  and  teach  the  dignity  of 
labor.  If  we  can  make  country  life  self-satisfying,  pleasant  and 
profitable,  we  may  hope  to  keep  a  standard  people  on  our  farms. 

Mercer  county  is  to  be  congratulated  on  having  a  County  Agricul- 
turist, who  gives  all  his  time  to  the  farmer  and  his  problems.  He 
has  been  of  much  service  to  the  Superintendent  in  the  organization 
of  the  boys'  corn  clubs. 

During  the  past  two  (2)  years  we  have  been  giving  special  atten- 
tion to  reading,  writing,  and  drawing  in  our  schools,  the  results 
have  been  quite  satisfactory.  Teachers  have  been  given  special  in- 
struction in  writing  and  drawing  from  time  to  time. 

For  local  institute  purposes  our  county  is  divided  into  eighteen 
(18)  districts.  The  programs  are  uniform  and  are  made  by  the  Su- 
perintendent. Four  (4)  institutes  were  held  in  each  district,  within 
the  school  year.  Our  school  boards  are  seeing  the  value  of  these 
meetings  and  in  some  places  are  making  attendance  on  the  part  of 
teachers  obligatory. 

The  Annual  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  at  Mercer,  October  7-11. 
The  attendance  broke  all  previous  records.  There  were  only  two 
(2)  teachers  absent.  Our  instructors  were  Dr.  J.  Geo.  Becht,  Dr. 
Jonathan  Rigdon,  Dr.  Paul  Pearson,  Dr.  T.  S.  Lowden,  Dr.  I.  C. 
Ketler,  Miss  Beatrice  Weller,  Prof.  .M.  E.  Bennett,  Prof.  Robt.  J. 
McDowell. 
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The  Annual  Directors'  Convention  was  held  at  Mercer  in  Novem- 
ber, Dr.  O.  T.  Corson  of  Columbus,  Ohio  and  Superintendent  Lose, 
of  Williamsport  gave  valuable  instruction.  Much  interest  was  taken 
in  the  discussion  by  the  directors. 

As  an  inducement  to  regular  and  prompt  attendance  certificate 
of  awards  were  given  to  pupils  who  attended,  six  (6)  months  in  the 
rural  schools,  and  eight  (8)  in  the  borough  schools,  in  succession 
without  being  absent  or  tardy.     Several  hundred  were  issued. 

In  closing  I  wish  to  thank  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction, 
the  teachers,  school  boards,  the  press  of  the  county  and  the  people 
in  general  for  the  many  courtesies  extended  during  the  year. 


MIFFLIN  COUNTY— James  F.  Wills. 


No  great  strides  have  been  made  along  any  particular  line  of  ad- 
vancement, neither  has  there  been  a  backward  step  taken,  but  our 
schools  have  been  moving  along  in  the  even  "tenor  of  their  way," 
with  progress  plainly  evident  at  every  turn.  The  Pennsylvania 
State  Course  of  Study  was  made  the  basis  of  our  work  throughout 
the  greater  part  of  the  year,  replacing  the  Illinois  Course  which  had 
been  used  for  several  terms. 

Directors. 

Our  school  directors  showed  a  splendid  progressive  spirit  in  their 
efforts  to  beautify  the  school  rooms  and  equip  them  with  modern 
appliances.  They  did  more  along  these  lines  this  year  than  ever 
before.  Five  heating  and  ventilating  plants  were  installed  in  our 
rural  schools.  A  number  of  rooms  were  equipped  with  fine  new 
individual  desks.  Bright  new  floors  replaced  the  old  dirty  and  worn 
ones.  Some  painting  and  papering  were  done  in  almost  every 
district.  The  closets  received  their  share  of  attention,  in  some  in- 
stances, the  old  defaced  combined  illegal  building  being  torn  away, 
and  large  roomy  separate  legal  buildings  erected.  The  health  and 
comfort  of  the  teachers  and  pupils  seemed  to  be  the  guiding  thought 
in  the  minds  of  our  school  boards.  Floors  were  oiled  in  some  places 
to  settle  the  dust  nuisance,  while  other  boards  furnished  "dust-down" 
or  a  similar  substance  to  their  teachers  and  janitors  to  minimize 
the  dust  question.  More  up-to-date  text-books  and  better  supplies 
are  being  placed  in  the  schools.  Agricultural  text-books  were  put 
in  the  rural  schools,  as  well  as  the  high  schools,  and  industrial  work 
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found  a  place  in  our  curriculum  for  the  first  time  in  the  form  of 
sewing  and  mechanical  drawing  in  the  Burnham  borough  schools. 
Sanitary  drinking  spigots  and  water-fountains  were  placed  in  many 
buildings.  Supplementary  readers  were  furnished  the  lower  grades 
by  some  boards  and  a  system  of  writing  for  the  township  was  in- 
stalled in  two  townships.  Some  good  pictures  found  a  place  on 
the  walls  of  some  rooms  which  added  greatly  to  their  attractiveness 
and  are  of  inestimable  value  to  the  pupils. 

Teachers. 

The  teaching  force  of  the  county  was  increased  four  during 
the  year.  There  were  one-hundred  thirty-five  teachers  in  the  county. 
One  additional  township  high  school  was  established  with  one  teacher 
in  charge.  Three  teachers  were  added  to  relieve  crowded  conditions 
in  the  grades.  The  professional  spirit  among  our  teachers  is  in- 
creasing as  shown  in  many  ways.  There  were  thirty-five  who  joined 
the  State  Teachers'  Association  this  year  against  seven  last  year, 
and  five  in  nineteen  hundred  eleven.  Nearly  all  our  teachers  are 
members  of  the  county  association.  More  are  in  attendance  at  our 
summer  professional  schools  than  ever  before.  The  county  profes- 
sional reading  course  was  carefully  studied  by  the  majority  of  our 
teachers  and  many  read  additional  pedagogical  books,  while  only  a 
few  were  not  subscribers  for  one  or  more  educational  magazines. 
Too  many  of  our  teachers  take  up  the  work  of  teaching,  and  continue 
in  it  without  taking  a  course  in  professional  training.  If  teaching 
is  to  become  a  profession  in  fact,  as  well  as  name,  professional  train- 
ing must  be  required. 

Pupils. 

Except  for  contagious  diseases  in  a  few  localities,  the  attendance 
throughout  the  term  on  the  part  of  our  pupils  was  very  good.  There 
were  two  hundred  twenty-three  pupils  in  the  county  that  were 
neither  absent  nor  tardy  during  the  entire  term  and  were  presented 
with  certificates  stating  these  facts.  Two  hundred  five  pupils  were 
present  every  day  but  sometimes  tardy.  These  received  certificates 
too,  but  not  as  large  ones  nor  as  nice  as  the  others.  There  are  sev- 
eral pupils  in  the  county  that  have  remarkable  attendance  records. 
Two  of  the  graduates  from  our  high  schools  this  year,  Miss  Helen  B. 
Weidensaul  of  Reedsville  and  Mr.  Nelson  H.  Collins  of  Burnnam, 
but  a  graduate  of  Yeagertown  high  school,  have  each  gone  to  school 
for  twelve  terms,  or  all  their  school  days,  without  ever  having  missed 
a  single  day.  We  consider  these  to  be  enviable  records  and  de- 
serving of  special  mention. 
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There  were  thirty  young  people  graduated  from  our  seven  high 
schools.  The  committee  on  examination  recommended  to  enter  our 
high  schools  next  year  one  hundred  twenty-five  pupils.  The  com- 
mittee was  composed  of  the  county  superintendent  and  eight  prin- 
cipals, who  prepared  the  questions,  gave  the  test  and  graded  the 
papers.  Thus,  there  wa^s  a  uniform  high  school  entrance  examina- 
tion throughout  the  county.  One  hundred  sixty-six  pupils  took  it, 
one  hundred  twenty-five  passed  regularly,  and  seventy-one  of  these 
were  awarded  common  school  diplomas  because  of  high  averages. 
The  highest  average  made  was  ninety-five  per  cent.  Nine  subjects 
were  taken. 

Miscellaneous. 

The  County  Institute  was  held  November  25-29.  One  hundred 
seventy  teachers  were  in  attendance.  Two  teachers  were  absent  on 
account  of  illness.  Lewistown  borough,  T.  Latimer  Brooks,  Super- 
intendent, held  its  institute  with  us.  The  attendance  and  interest 
on  the  part  of  the  public  were  good.  The  pupils'  spelling  contest 
was  an  interesting  feature  again  this  year.  Five  high  school  pupils 
spelled  the  one  hundred  fifty  words  that  were  pronounced  without 
missing  a  word,  and  one  pupil  in  the  grades  below  the  high  school 
had  the  same  record.  Prizes  were  given  the  best  spellers  by  the 
Lewistown  Camp  P.  O.  S.  of  A.,  and  by  two  of  the  leading  merchants 
of  Lewistown.  The  day  instructors  at  institute  were  Messrs.  O.  T. 
Corson,  W.  M.  Pierce,  J.  L.  Allison,  L.  H.  Dennis,  Stanley  L.  Krebs, 
Miss  Rose  M.  Fetterolf,  and  J.  W.  Yoder  leading  the  music.  Evening 
lectures,  Dr.  F.  H.  Green  on  "Wireless  Messages"  and  Hon.  Robert 
B.  Glenn  on  "The  Great  National  Remedy  for  Evil."  Evening  en- 
tertainments, Boston  Male  Quartette  and  Iroquois  Indian  Orchestra. 

There  was  brought  to  the  county  institute  for  exhibition,  some  of 
the  best  work  done  by  the  pupils  of  the  county  and  Lewistown.  This 
proved  a  splendid  educational  feature  of  the  week,  for  our  teachers 
saw  new  plans  of  work  and  got  suggestions  from  the  exhibit,  that 
they  took  home  with  them,  and  put  into  use  in  their  schools.  At 
the  close  of  the  institute,  a  committee  selected  work  to  be  placed  in 
the  State  Museum  at  Harrisburg.  Every  district  in  the  county  is 
represented  in  that  exhibit  at  the  State  capital.  This  is  the  first 
time  Mifflin  county  has  been  represented  in  educational  work  in  the 
State  Museum. 

The  regular  annual  school  directors  convention  convened  in  Lewis- 
town,  January  24-25  with  fifty-four  members  in  attendance.  Super- 
intendent James  M.  Coughlin,  of  Wilkes-Barre,  gave  two  able  inspir- 
ing addresses. 

Four  meetings  of  the  Mifflin  County  Teachers'  Association  were 
held  during  the  year.  The  first  at  Milroy,  October  18,  addressed  by 
High  School  Inspector  W.  M.  Dennison.     The  following  day  a  high 
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school  conference  was  held  in  Lewistown,  with  Prof.  Dennison  lead- 
ing. The  second  meeting  was  held  during  the  county  institute, 
and  was  the  regular  yearly  business  meeting.  The  third  was  held  at 
McVeytown,  January  17,  addressed  by  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis.  The  last  was 
held  in  Lewistown  with  Prof.  Millard  B.  King  of  the  State  Depart- 
ment as  the  principal  speaker. 

Many  local  institutes  and  educational  meetings  were  held  through- 
out the  county  that  were  helpful  and  interesting  to  all  present. 

A  fine  large  flag  was  presented  to  the  McVeytown  schools  by  the 
P.  O.  S.  of  A.  Camp  of  that  place.  Honorable  B.  K.  Focht  was  the 
orator  of  the  day.  Highland  Avenue  schools,  Derry  township,  were 
the  recipients  of  a  similar  gift  from  the  Lewistown  Lodge  P.  O.  S. 
of  A. 

Abram  D.  Hawn,  D.  D.,  Superintendent  of  Mifflin  county  schools 
from  June  3,  1857  to  December  1,  1858,  died  at  his  home  in  Delaware, 
Ohio,  July  4,  1912,  aged  eighty  years.  Dr.  Hawn  was  born  in  Union 
county,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  obtained  his  early  education.  By 
personal  efforts  in  manual  labor  and  teaching,  he  was  enabled  to 
complete  the  course  at  the  University  of  Lewisburg,  now  Bucknell 
University,  in  the  year  1850.  Having  studied  theology  under  private 
instruction,  he  entered  the  ministry  of  the  Presbyterian  church  in 
1859.  After  serving  several  pastorates  for  short  periods,  he  became 
the  pastor  of  the  first  Presbyterian  Church  of  Delaware,  Ohio,  in 
1878  and  for  a  third  of  a  century  served  this  church  and  the  people 
of  Delaware.  His  Alma  Mater,  Bucknell  University,  conferred  on 
him  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  in  1883.  Dr.  Hawn 
was  teaching  school  at  McVeytown  when  elected  Superintendent  of 
Mifflin  county  May  4,  1857. 

In  conclusion,  we  wish  to  acknowledge  the  prompt  replies  received 
to  our  inquiries  and  the  valuable  help  given  us  in  many  ways  by  the 
Department  of  Public  Instruction  at  Harrisburg.  We  owe  the 
school  directors,  teachers,  pupils  and  friends  our  sincere  thanks  for 
their  interest  and  hearty  co-operation  in  our  endeavors  to  increase 
the  efficiency  of  our  schools,  and  are  truly  grateful  for  the  many 
favors  and  courtesies  shown  us  during  the  year  in  our  visits  to  the 
schools  of  the  county.  The  public  press  has  aided  greatly  in  the 
school  work  by  the  use  of  their  columns. 


MONROE  COUNTY— F.  Koehler. 


The  educational  sentiment  in  Monroe  county  for  the  betterment  of 
her  schools  never  rose  higher  than  during  the  past  year. 

This  was  manifested  in  various  ways:  (1)  in  the  remodeling  of 
some  of  our  old  rural  buildings,  by  providing  more  light  and  more 
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sanitary  drinking  vessels:  (2)  in  the  construction  of  new  buildings 
by  meeting  practically  all  the  requirements  of  the  New  School  Code 
as  to  heat,  light,  ventilation,  and  sufficient  grounds  for  play  and  gar- 
dening; (3)  in  the  re-election  of  most  of  our  good  experienced 
teachers  by  a  substantial  increase  in  wages  whenever  the  finances 
permitted. 

One  of  the  great  problems  of  our  day  is  how  to  keep  our  bright, 
thoughtful,  sociable  boys  and  girls  contented  on  the  farm.  The 
rural  population  has  been  drifting  too  rapidly  towards  our  cities  and 
towns,  and  our  bright,  active  boys  are  never  satisfied  until  they  are 
engaged  in  one  of  the  so-called  professions  and  able  to  earn  a  liveli- 
hood in  the  city.  Parents  are  oftentimes  the  leaders  in  this  move- 
ment. They  become  disgusted  with  inefficient  country  schools,  bad 
roads,  a  lack  of  interest  in,  and  knowledge  of  the  farm,  and  so  they 
sacrifice  the  ancestral  home  and  rural  independence  for  the  sake  of 
the  more  attractive  city  life.  If  something  is  not  done  to  stop  this 
migration  to  the  cities,  the  time  will  come  when  all  the  best  of  our 
rural  population  will  have  deserted  the  farm. 

The  schools,  by  demonstrating  the  great  possibility  there  is  for 
agricultural  development,  can  do  much  to  counteract  this  tendency 
and  make  an  interested  and  contented  farm  community. 

I  believe  that  a  farmer  who  can  produce  a  field  of  beautiful, 
waving,  golden  grain,  is  a  greater  artist  than  he  who  paints  it  with 
brush  and  easel. 

Every  step  taken  to  make  the  country  home  more  attractive,  to 
make  the  school  and  its  grounds  more  enjoyable,  to  make  the  way 
easy  to  the  home  of  neighbors,  to  school,  to  church  and  to  the  post 
office,  is  a  step  towards  keeping  on  the  farm,  the  boys  and  girls 
who  are  most  apt  to  succeed  there. 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  report  that  all  the  banking  insti- 
tutions in  Monroe  county  have  become  so  vitally  interested  in  the 
subject  of  agriculture  and  domestic  science  that  they  are  offering 
money  prizes  to  all  of  our  school  boys  and  girls  who  are  contestants 
for  such  prizes. 

While  this  is  the  first  year  that  any  united  effort  has  been  made 
in  our  county  for  school  gardens  and  the  introduction  of  agriculture, 
by  means  of  these  prizes  offered  as  incentives,  quite  a  large  army  of 
boys  and  girls  have  already  entered  the  county  contests,  and  we  are 
anxiously  looking  towards  the  opening  of  the  Annual  County  Insti- 
tute when  the  winners  of  these  contests  will  be  announced. 

I  am  fully  convinced  that  within  a  few  years,  by  a  careful  study 
of  scientific  farming  with  demonstration  work  in  our  high  schools, 
we  should  be  able  to  double  the  produce  of  our  farms,  double  the 
value  of  the  farm  itself,  and  greatly  increase  our  rural  population 
as  soon  as  this  tide  of  emigration  to  our  cities  can  be  counteracted. 
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The  old  cry  "back  to  the  farm,"  was  not  well  heeded  during  the 
past;  the  newer  cry  "educate  for  farm  life,"  seems  to  have  a  truer 
and  better  ring. 

During  the  year  a  committee  composed  of  some  of  our  best  teachers 
minimized  the  State  Course  of  Study  in  English,  making  the  require- 
ments more  specific  for  our  Rural  Districts.  Our  work  in  English 
has,  in  this  way,  become  practically  uniform  throughout  the  county. 

Too  few  schools  in  our  county  contain  the  necessary  reference 
books  to  supplement  the  different  branches  of  study.  It  is  true  that 
that  we  have  many  school  library  books  in  our  schools,  but  a  great 
number  of  these  so-called  library  books  are  either  antiquated  or 
books  too  comprehensive  for  elementary  grades. 

Our  library  committee  has  selected  one  hundred  books  arranged 
by  grades,  which  are  intended  to  supplement  the  work  in  the  grades 
and  high  schools,  and  to  create  a  love  for  more  of  the  world's  best 
literature.  A  list  of  these  books  has  been  published  and  handed 
to  all  teachers  and  directors.  A  number  of  these  books  have  already 
been  introduced  into  our  schools  with  pronounced  success.  Our 
slogan  is  "A  One  Hundred  Volume  Library  in  Every  School !" 

"When  your  daughters  have  grown  to  womanhood,  they  will  not 
remember  whether  their  little  dresses  were  made  of  sheer  linen  or 
domestic  gingham.  Your  young  men  will  not  care  whether  the 
ruffles  on  the  waists  they  wore  in  boyhood  were  stitched  by  hand  or 
machine,  but  they  will  remember  the  walks  and  talks  the  stories 
and  books,  that  did  so  much  to  make  childhood  happy." 

All  our  educational  meetings,  district  institutes,  Directors'  Con- 
vention and  County  Institute  were  well  attended  by  both  teachers, 
directors  and  patrons  of  the  schools. 

The  instructors  at  our  County  Institute  were  Drs.  S.  D.  Fess,  O.  T. 
Corson,  E.  L.  Kemp,  Prof.  L.  H.  Dennis,  Assistant  Expert  in  Agri- 
culture, Prof.  Charles  A.  Dobson,  Musical  Instructor. 

The  work  of  our  borough  and  township  high  schools  has  been  very 
commendable  during  the  past  year.  A  great  many  of  our  citizens 
are  just  beginning  to  realize  what  a  noble  work  such  schools  are 
doing  and  can  do. 

More  of  our  schools  in  thickly  populated  districts  should  be  con- 
solidated; but  this  will  not  be  accomplished  according  to  any  defi- 
nite plan  until  the  State  will  abolish  township  and  borough  lines  and 
pay  the  teachers'  salaries  in  full. 

Great  thanks  are  due  the  State  Department,  the  press  of  our 
county,  the  noble  army  of  teachers,  directors  and  friends  of  educa- 
tion, for  their  hearty  co-operation  in  the  educational  work  of  our 
county. 
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MONTGOMERY  COUNTY— J.  Horace  Landis. 


Healthy  activity  characterizes  the  school  work  of  Montgomery 
county.  Teachers  and  directors  alike  have  absorbed  the  progressive 
and  aggressive  spirit  of  the  times  and  are  forging  ahead  in  educa- 
tional work. 

One  of  the  signs  of  this  progressive  and  aggressive  activity  in  the 
county  is  the  movement  in  favor  of  consolidation  and  centralization 
of  schools.  In  some  townships,  the  movement  is  meeting  with  some 
opposition,  but  the  sentiment  in  favor  of  it  is  steadily  growing. 
Eight  townships  have  either  begun  the  consolidation  of  the  schools 
of  their  respective  townships,  or  are  taking  the  preparatory  steps 
towards  the  consolidation  of  their  schools  next  year.  The  number 
of  one  room  schools  will  steadily  decrease  in  number  in  Montgomery 
county. 

The  increase  in  the  number  and  enthusiasm  of  educational  meet- 
ings of  various  kinds  throughout  the  county  is  another  sign  of  healthy 
educational  activity.  The  eleven  educational  meetings  of  teachers 
and  directors,  held  at  eleven  different  centers  during  the  month  of 
September,  were  particularly  helpful.  The  work  of  the  past  three 
years  was  continued  and  broadened. 

Two  instructors  accompanied  me  at  each  of  these  meetings  and 
discussed  with  teachers  and  directors  the  topics  that  seemed  to  meet 
the  real  needs  of  the  schools.  Miss  Nan  L.  Mildren  gave  instruction 
in  Methods  of  Teaching,  Phonics,  and  Rural  School  work.  Miss 
Caroline  E.  Niblo  took  up  the  subject  of  Literature,  the  Correlation 
of  History,  Geography  and  Literature,  and  the  Use  of  Stories,  while 
the  Superintendent  discussed  School  Management,  School  Organi- 
zation and  School  Sanitation. 

The  annual  county  institute,  held  the  week  October  28  to  November 
t,  1912,  was  the  finest  held  for  years.  760  teachers  were  enrolled. 
The  institute  was  divided  into  five  regular  sections,  holding  daily 
sessions.  Special  sections  were  arranged  for  the  commercial  teach- 
ers, the  music  teachers  and  the  manual  arts  teachers.  By  trained 
instructors  and  the  round  table  conferences  and  discussions,  we  en- 
deavored, as  nearly  as  possible,  to  meet  the  needs  of  those  teachers. 

The  divided  institute  has  proved  to  be  a  more  marked  success  in 
this  institute  than  in  any  preceding  institute.  It  is  the  one  way  in 
which  the  individual  needs  of  the  teachers  in  large  educational  meet- 
ings can  be  more  nearly  answered.  Our  aim  will  be  to  so  shape  our 
sectional  work  that  the  divided  institute  will,  each  year,  more  fully 
answer  the  needs  of  the  individual  teacher. 
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Two  meetings  of  the  Directors'  Association  of  Montgomery  county 
were  held  during  the  year;  the  annual  meeting  at  the  county  seat 
during  the  annual  county  institute  week,  and  the  semi-annual  meet- 
ing at  Ardmore,  March  20,  1913. 

At  the  Ardmore  meeting,  special  emphasis  was  placed  upon  indus- 
trial education.  Wood-working,  sewing  and  cooking  departments 
were  represented  by  special  teachers  of  those  branches. 

Luncheon  for  the  directors,  the  special  teachers,  and  visiting 
friends  was  prepared  and  served  by  the  cooking  classes  of  the  Ard- 
more High  School.  It  was  a  practical  demonstration  of  the  instruc- 
tion given  in  the  school.  The  well  prepared  and  daintily  served 
luncheon  prepared  under  the  directions  of  the  cooking  teacher,  the 
complete  dresses  and  other  garments  desplayed  by  the  sewing 
teacher,  proved  the  value  and  importance  of  having  girls  trained  in 
these  useful  and  housewifely  arts. 

Five  local  institutes  were  held  during  the  year,  and  a  greater  in- 
terest was  manifested  in  the  parents'  meetings  and  other  educational 
meetings.  More  parents'  meetings  have  been  held  this  year  than  in 
any  preceding  year. 

Fourteen  examinations  for  teachers'  provisional  certificates  were 
held,  and  157  candidates  received  teachers'  provisional  certificates. 

At  the  uniform  examinations  given  to  the  pupils  throughout  the 
county,  the  papers  of  298  seniors  and  339  juniors  were  examined  in 
the  County  Superintendent's  office.  This  does  not  include  the  gradu- 
ates of  the  majority  of  the  high  schools  throughout  the  county,  who 
are  examined  under  the  direction  of  the  principals  of  the  respective 
high  schools. 

A  course  of  study  for  the  schools  of  Montgomery  county  is  about 
ready  to  go  into  the  hands  of  the  printer.  The  course  has  been 
revised  and  modified  to  meet  present  needs  and  comply  with  the 
requirements  of  the  State  Course. 

The  watchword  for  the  coming  year  shall  be,  "increase  efficiency 
along  all  lines." 


MONTOUR  COUNTY— Charles  W.  Derr. 


On  going  over  the  work  of  the  past  year,  we  are  warranted  in  re- 
porting improvement  in  the  condition  of  our  schools.  Marked  im- 
provement in  teachers  and  the  employment  of  teachers  of  more  ex- 
perience. 
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Nearly  all  of  our  teachers  have  shown  anxiety  to  succeed  in  their 
work.  A  great  number  possess  a  thorough  preparation  for  their 
work,  others  have  too  limited  a  knowledge  of  the  common  school 
branches.  All  are  now,  with  a  few  exceptions,  making  some  effort 
to  grow  along  lines  of  professional  knowledge.  We  have  many 
teachers  who  are  reading  pedagogical  literature,  thanks  to  the  new 
School  Code  and  many  who  are  a  source  of  inspiration  to  their  pupils. 
I  take  pleasure  in  the  report  I  make  for  our  teachers;  as  a  class, 
they  deserve  the  hearty  co-operation  of  every  friend  of  education  in 
our  country. 

A  number  of  local  institutes  were  held  during  the  year,  all  for 
the  profit  of  those  present  and  taking  part.  The  attendance  was 
large  in  every  instance.  Several  districts  held  monthly  meetings 
and  the  affect  on  their  schools  was  very  noticeable. 

Our  township  high  school  has  done  good  work  and  has  demon- 
strated that  it  pays  to  give  the  boys  and  girls  in  the  country  the  same 
advantages  that  are  provided  in  the  towns  and  cities. 

The  County  Institute,  judging  from  results,  was  a  pronounced 
success.  Care  was  taken  to  get  practical  teachers  as  instructors, 
and  instruction  was  given  that  made  better  teachers,  and  proved  of 
practical  use  in  the  school  rooms  of  the  county. 

Two  innovations  were  attempted  during  the  year:  A  change  in 
the  visitation  of  schools.  After  the  visits  were  made  in  a  township, 
the  teachers  were  called  together  for  a  meeting  corresponding  almost 
to  a  grade  meeting  of  the  cities,  and  the  discussions .  were  along 
revised  outlines  of  the  work,  and  we  found  that  we  came  in  closer 
touch  with  the  work  of  the  school  room,  and  in  many  cases  were  able 
to  give  personal  help  to  the  teachers. 

The  other  one  was  an  attempt  to  have  a  flower  bed  on  each 
school  ground,  and  a  box  in  which  a  bird  could  build  its  nest.  An 
attempt  was  made  to  clean  up  our  school  grounds  and  we  succeeded 
better  than  we  hoped  to  do.  We  had  one  country  school  ground  that 
was  mowed  with  a  lawn  mower. 

Valuable  assistance  has  been  given  by  the  press  of  the  county,  by 
the  directors,  principals  and  teachers,  and  also  by  the  Department 
of  Public  Instruction.  To  all  of  these  I  wish  to  extend  my  heartiest 
thanks. 


NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY— Geo.  A.  Grim. 


It  is  a  pleasure  to  recall  the  many  school  activities  of  the  past 
school  year. 

During  the  summer  we  collected  photographs  of  school  buildings, 
school  rooms,  country  homes,  industrial  plants,  etc.      These  photo- 
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graphs  were  used  in  our  Fiftieth  Anniversary  Souvenir  Book.  Mr. 
Asa  K.  Mcllhaney,  who  for  a  number  of  years  successfully  taught 
the  Bath  grammar  school  contributed  a  much  appreciated  "Brief 
Educational  History  of  Old  Northampton."  Each  teacher  and  all 
of  our  directors  were  presented  with  a  copy  of  the  "Souvenir  Book." 
The  book  was  well  received  and  has  performed  its  mission.  Many 
requests  for  copies  had  to  be  refused  because  the  edition  was  limited 
to  one  thousand  copies.  The  cost  amounted  to  more  than  four  hun- 
dred dollars. 

The  splendid  school  exhibits  of  Nazareth,  Pen  Argyl,  Palmer-Wil- 
son townships,  and  Saucon  Townships  were  visited  by  several  thou- 
sand interested  patrons. 

During  the  school  term  drawing  and  suitable  school  room  pictures 
were  discussed  at  each  of  our  educational  meetings.  A  list  of  suit- 
able pictures  for  primary  rooms,  advanced  rooms  and  rural  schools 
was  prepared  and  teachers  were  urged  to  have  the  pupils  and  parents 
purchase  the  pictures  and  frames.  This  met  with  the  approval  of 
the  majority  of  our  teachers,  now  the  pictures  are  the  property  of 
the  school  and  no  longer  the  private  property  of  the  peripatetic 
teacher  who  always  left  the  walls  bare  at  the  end  of  each  school 
term.  The  opening  day  will  find  some  suitable  pictures  adorning 
the  walls  of  more  than  ninety  per  cent,  of  our  schools.  Thus  our 
rooms  will  look  more  cheerful  and  homelike  the  first  day  of  school. 
Teachers  were  given  instruction  in  grouping  pictures  and  how  to 
interpret  some  real  masterpieces  of  art. 

During  the  present  school  year  fifty-five  applicants  presented  them- 
selves for  provisional  certificates.  Forty-two  were  successful,  all 
except  one  had  completed  a  high  school  course.  Thirteen  profes- 
sional certificates  were  issued.  The  applicants  for  the  professional 
certificates  wrote  a  composite  essay  on  "The  Family,"  the  material 
was  compiled  from  the  following  works,  The  Children's  Hour,  The 
Cotter's  Saturday  Night,  Act  III,  Scene  III,  William  Tell  and  Silas 
Marner.  The  object  is  two  fold.  Teachers  should  think  about  our 
great  questions,  they  also  need  lessons  in  grouping,  comparing  and 
inferring  justly  and  how  to  express  these  conclusions  congently. 
Many  of  the  essays  were  well  written  several  were  returned  and  had 
to  be  re-written. 

Many  of  the  teachers  are  taking  advantage  of  the  Saturday  classes 
offered  by  Lehigh  University  and  Muhlenberg  College.  A  number  of 
teachers  are  attending  summer  schools. 

The  interest  manifested  in  our  educational  meetings  during  the 
year  was  a  very  encouraging  sign  of  real  progressiveness.  The  Local 
Teachers'  Institutes  were  well  attended,  the  programs  were  inspiring 
and  instructive,  the  general  discussions  were  animated. 
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The  Northampton  County  Educational  Club  had  four  regular 
meetings.  The  committee  had  prepared  a  fine  program  for  each 
meeting.  We  all  profited  by  these  meetings.  The  Elementary 
Teachers'  Club  enjoyed  its  second  year  of  profitable  meetings.  Sev- 
eral of  our  rural  teachers  inaugurated  Local  Farmers'  Institutes, 
these  meetings  were  held  in  the  local  school  buildings  and  suitable 
programs  were  rendered.     We  wish  to  encourage  there  meetings. 

The  number  of  teachers  who  are  working  earnestly  for  a  Palmer 
diploma  has  been  increased  during  the  year.  We  already  notice  a 
marked  improvement  in  penmanship.  It  is  our  hope  that  all  of  our 
teachers  will  strive  to  ear  a  Palmer  diploma. 

No  doubt  many  will  be  interested  in  reading  a  chronicle  of  events 
coDcerning  two  of  our  districts,  (1)  Saucon  Township  November 
17th,  Concert  by  the  Peterson  Concert  Company  in  the  High  School 
Building,  $34.00  realized,  $25.00  cleared  by  taking  Larkin  Soap 
orders. 

A  suitable  Christmas  program  rendered  by  the  pupils.  Lincoln 
and  Washington  Patriotic  program,  Saucon  Day  and  School  Exhibit, 
Competitive  races,  base-ball,  jumping,  etc.,  followed  by  a  festival, 
musical  and  an  address  by  the  County  Superintendent.  The  gross 
profits  were  $150.00.  Dr.  Madison  C.  Peters  delivered  his  address 
on  "How  to  get  there  and  how  to  stay  there." 

Seventh  grade  rendered  a  Symposim  on  the  "History  and  Growth 
of  Saucon  Township." 

A  practical  course  in  agriculture  has  been  added.  The  school 
garden  was  a  great  success.  The  boys  made  umbrella  stands,  and 
many  other  useful  articles.  The  girls  busied  themselves  during  the 
spare  moments  sewing.  Their  products  were  sold  at  the  spring  social 
for  $50.00.  The  money  raised  during  the  term  was  used  to  beautify 
the  rooms,  and  paying  for  a  very  fine  piano.  Salaries  have  been  in- 
creased. (2)  Palmer- Wilson  Townships.  The  high  school  has  ad- 
vanced from  a  school  of  the  third  class  to  one  of  the  second  class. 

An  instructor  of  vocal  music  has  been  employed  to  regularly  su- 
pervise the  subject  in  all  the  grades.  The  course  of  study  has  been 
closely  followed  during  the  year.  A  card  index  has  been  made  of  all 
pupils.     An  Athletic  Association  has  been  formed. 

The  Hay  estate  has  granted  the  free  use  of  the  large  field  west  of 
the  Hay  Building  as  an  athletic  field  for  school  use  and  on  it  a  fine 
base  ball  diamond  and  a  tennis  court  have  been  laid  out.  For  both 
of  these  games  a  complete  equipment  has  been  provided  by  friends. 
Fire  alarm  systems  have  been  installed  in  each  of  the  Wilson  Town- 
ship buildings  and  a  regular  system  of  signals  has  been  taught  the 
pupils.  A  hot  water  heating  plant  has  replaced  the  single  stoves  in 
the  Fairview  Building.  Flag  poles  have  been  erected  at  each  of  the 
buildings.  The  class  of  1913  presented  a  beautiful  bust  of  Shakes- 
peare. 
9 
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Grammer  grades  Nos.  7  and  8  of  the  Hay  Building  have  placed 
sixteen  works  of  art  in  the  form  of  framed  pictures  in  the  two  rooms 
occupied  by  them.  The  money  was  raised  by  the  pupils  of  the  two 
rooms  by  an  Easter  flower  sale.  With  the  remainder  of  the  money 
a  school  library  was  started.  Amount  realized  $85.55.  Book  cases 
were  placed  in  all  rooms  that  previously  had  not  been  provided. 

A  piano  has  been  secured.  An  electric  projection  lantern  has  been 
added.     Lawns  at  Fairview  &  Hay  Buildings  have  been  seeded. 

A  bell  has  been  purchased  by  the  pupils.  Two  beautiful  portraits 
of  Lincoln  and  Washington  have  been  placed  on  the  walls  of  room 
No.  2  Fairview  Building. 

Room  5  Hay  Building  and  Rooms  3  and  4  Fairview  Building  have 
as  part  result  of  an  ice  cream  festival  secured  for  each  room  three 
highly  appropriate  framed  pictures. 

A  typewriter  and  mimeograph  have  been  purchased. 

The  teachers  salaries  have  been  increased. 

The  beginning  of  last  school  year  found  the  new  and  commodious 
school  building  at  Hellertown  poorly  equipped  for  the  work  which 
the  Directors  and  Teachers  wished  to  accomplish.  In  order  to  raise 
money  for  equipping  the  schools  more  fully,  the  teachers  and  influen- 
tial citizens  of  that  borough  organized  a  stock  company.  The 
amount  required  to  be  raised  was  $1,050.  This  amount  was  sub- 
scribed for  in  a  very  short  time,  and  a  good  many  citizens  were  dis- 
appointed in  not  getting  a  chance  to  subscribe.  This  company  is- 
sued 210  five  dollar  certificates  of  indebtedness,  paying  four  per  cent, 
interest  annually.  The  money  for  the  paying  of  interest  and  the  re- 
demption of  these  certificates  is  to  be  raised  at  various  functions, 
held  under  the  auspices  of  the  schools  and  school  societies.  The 
money  obtained  from  the  sale  of  certificates  was  applied  for  the 
following  purposes:  To  complete  the  laboratory,  to  complete  the 
piano  fund,  to  add  200  volumes  to  the  library  for  the  lower  grades, 
to  furnish  the  schools  with  reproductions  of  great  paintings,  to  pur- 
chase a  safe,  laboratory  chairs,  library  chairs,  a  reading  desk  for  the 
auditorium,  sectional  bookcases,  and  a  secretary's  desk.  The  total 
amount  raised  privately  during  the  past  three  years  aggregates  about 
$2,000.  Although  the  Board  of  Directors  would  in  time  have  com- 
pletely furnished  this  building,  yet  the  former  method  seems  prefer- 
able for  a  number  of  reasons.  By  it  the  schools  were  completely 
equipped  all  at  once,  so  that  every  pupil  will  have  a  chance  to  derive 
the  full  benefit  of  all  the  appliances.  It  will  not  give  an  opportunity 
for  discussion  whether  or  not  extravagance  was  used,  for  the  donors 
were  willing  to  give,  while  others  find  no  true  excuse  for  criticisms. 
It  also  produces  an  intense  interest  in  the  schools  that  would  other- 
wise be  wanting.  It  makes  the  school  the  social  centre,  and  the 
citizens  of  the  town  contribute  liberally  at  all  functions,  whether 
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conducted  by  the  School  Association,  the  Mother's  Association,  the 
Alumni  Association,  or  the  Public  Schools.  It  may  truly  be  said 
that  at  the  present  time  there  are  few,  if  any,  who  are  not  personally 
interested  in  the  welfare  of  their  schools. 

The  directors  of  North  Catasauqua  and  Roseto  are  erecting  two 
buildings,  each  building  will  have  eight  rooms. 

The  County  Institute  was  conducted  on  the  same  plan  as  our  past 

meetings. 

The  Directors'  Convention  was  pronounced  a  great  success  by  all 
who  attended.  The  pupils  of  the  Bethlehem  high  school  and  their 
leader  Miss  Dow  merit  a  great  deal  of  praise  for  their  fine  musical 

program. 

A  merry  thank  you  to  all  who  have  aided  us  in  doing  good  work. 


NORTHUMBERLAND  COUNTY— I.  H.  Mauser. 


Northumberland  county  has  nothing  startling  to  report  in  its 
school  life  of  the  past  year.  The  school  activities  went  on  in  the 
"even  tenor  of  their  way."  As  a  general  thing  the  teachers  have  done 
earnest,   conscientious   work,    and   the   schools   have   made   decided 

progress. 

A  number  of  new  buildings  were  erected  during  the  year.  The 
borough  of  Northumberland  put  up  a  very  handsome  eight  roomed 
building.  This  town  is  growing  and  although  the  one  building  that 
had  done  service  for  nearly  thirty  years  was  considered  when  it  was 
built  as  a  model  architecturally  and  in  every  other  way,  and  es- 
pecially in  size,  it  has  been  considered  inadequate  for  several  years, 
and  the  new  building  forms  a  contrast  that  marks  the  progress  in 
school  building  construction  during  the  past  score  of  years. 

Mount  Carmel  township  erected  a  very  neat  three  roomed  build- 
ing in  the  Diamondtown  section  of  that  district,  and  East  Cameron 
township  built  two  one  roomed  buildings.  Zerbe  township  remod- 
eled and  partially  rebuilt  one  of  its  buildings,  and  made  of  it  a 
modern  structure  of  four  rooms.  All  these  buildings  are  built  ac- 
cording to  the  most  recent  ideas  of  school  building  construction  with 
proper  ventilation,  heat,  and  light. 

Another  new  school  building  that  merits  special  mention  is  that 
of  the  Odd  Fellows  Orphanage  School  in  Upper  Augusta  township. 
This  building  was  erected  the  past  year.  It  contains  four  schooi 
rooms,  several  recitation  rooms,  and  an  auditorium  with  a  capacity 
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of  300.  Space  is  also  provided  in  the  basement  for  manual  train- 
ing and  domestic  science.  The  building  is  a  model  in  every  way. 
While  the  building  is  owned  by  a  private  corporation,  the  schools, 
by  the  recent  law  for  educating  orphans,  passes  under  public  school 
supervision,  and,  at  least,  nominally  under  public  school  manage- 
ment. Mr.  E.  E.  Chubbock,  the  superintendent  of  the  orphanage,  is 
a  very  efficient  manager,  and  the  handsome  building  with  all  the 
modem  school  conveniences  is  largely  the  result  of  his  planning. 

Two  new  high  schools  were  opened  last  term — Snydertown  and 
Dalmatia.  Both  were  fairly  well  attended,  and  as  both  are  favor- 
ably situated  for  a  liberal  patronage  they  have  a  promising  future. 
The  Gearhart-Riverside  high  school  raised  its  standard  from  the 
third  to  the  second  grade.  With  about  two  more  high  schools  pro- 
perly located,  every  pupil  in  the  county  could  have  easy  access  to 
high  school  privileges. 

The  county  institute  was  a  decided  success  in  every  way — enroll- 
ment, instruction,  interest  manifested,  and  financially.  The  en- 
rollment was  the  largest  in  the  history  of  Northumberland  county 
institutes,  surpassing  even  the  record  of  a  year  ago,  and  the  attend- 
ance was  almost  perfect.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  J.  George  Becht ; 
Supt  W.  A.  Furr,  Jacksonville,  Illinois;  Prof.  Thos.  I.  Maiers,  State 
College;  Supt.  J.  B.  Richey,  McKeesport;  Prof.  Smith  Burnham, 
West  Chester,  and  Miss  Margaret  McCloskey,  Newark,  N.  J.  Rev. 
E.  B.  Bailey  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  was  the  musical  director.  The  even- 
ing lectures  and  entertainments  were  well  attended. 

During  the  past  year  sixteen  local  institutes  and  educational  meet- 
ings were  held  in  different  parts  of  the  county.  These  with  two  ex- 
ceptions were  very  well  attended  by  teachers  and  patrons.  The  ex- 
ceptions were  no  fault  of  the  patrons  but  were  not  sufficiently  pub- 
lished by  the  local  committee.  The  educational  sentiment  through- 
out the  county  is  excellent  and  is  getting  higher  every  day. 

Monthly  teachers'  meetings  are  held  in  many  of  the  rural  dis- 
tricts, and  are  generally  well  attended  with  much  interest  mani- 
fested. The  younger  teachers  especially  derive  much  benefit  from 
these  meetings. 

Quite  a  number  of  the  teachers  attend  summer  schools  of  method, 
but  not  nearly  enough.  Northumberland  county  has  about  570  teach- 
ers, fully  enough  for  an  interesting  summer  school  of  its  own  even 
if  less  than  half  attended.  It  seems  to  me  that  legislation  in  the 
direction  of  local  summer  schools  of  method  encouragement,  if  such 
schools  are  conducted  on  a  proper  standard,  would  be  worth  while 
the  attention  of  coming  legislatures.  The  standard  of  teaching  is 
much  higher  than  it  was  a  few  years  ago,  but  there  is  still  much  room 
for  improvement  and  with  a  properly  conducted  summer  school  with- 
in easy  reach  of  the  rural  teacher  a  great  deal  of  good  could  be  ac- 
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complished.  The  rural  teacher  generally  is  conscientious,  sincere, 
earnest,  but  with  only  the  minimum  salary  and  a  seven  month's 
term,  he  has  little  to  spare  for  better  educational  training,  especially 
if  he  has  a  family  dependent  on  him. 

Thanks  are  due  to  the  teachers  for  their  loyalty,  to  the  district 
superintendents  and  to  the  directors  for  their  co-operation,  and  to 
the  Department  for  numerous  courtesies. 


PERRY  COUNTY— D.  A.  Kline. 


During  the  school  year  just  closed  I  visited  all  of  our  schools 
once,  many  of  them  twice,  and  some  of  them  three  times.  In  most 
instances  I  found  very  commendable  work  being  done. 

The  opening  of  our  schools  was  marked  by  a  good  enrollment,  and 
had  it  not  been  for  an  epidemic  of  measles  that  swept  the  entire 
county  during  the  middle  of  the  term,  the  attendance  record  would 
have  been  the  most  satisfactory  in  the  history  of  Perry. 

The  borough  of  Marysville  formerly  had  three  school  buildings, 
all  in  a  bad  state  of  repair.  The  coming  term  will  find  the  pupils 
of  that  enterprising  town  housed  in  a  single  modern  building.  It  is 
noteworthy  that  only  five  votes  were  cast  against  the  proposed  loan 
for  the  erection  of  the  new  building. 

Seven  high  schools  were  in  operation.  Most  of  them  had  strong 
enrollments;  all  of  them  did  good  work.  A  short  while  ago  the 
boards  of  Spring,  Tyrone,  and  Landisburg  voted  favorably  on  the 
proposition  to  establish  a  joint  high  school  to  be  located  in  Landis- 
burg.  High  schools  are  needed  at  Blain  and  Ickesburg.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  before  long  steps  will  be  taken  to  furnish  the  pupils  of 
those  localities  adequate  school  facilities. 

The  Teachers'  Annual  Institute  was  productive  of  more  good  than 
has  been  observed  of  any  of  recent  years.  Only  one  teacher  was  ab- 
sent. Both  the  night  and  the  day  sessions  were  well  attended  by 
the  general  public. 

The  directors'  Convention  was  held  in  the  Court  House,  New 
Bloomfield,  March  31  and  Feb.  1.  Most  of  our  directors  were  pres- 
ent. Much  interest,  amounting  to  enthusiasm,  was  manifested  in 
the  discussion  of  the  various  subjects. 

Eight  local  institutes  were  held;  the  attendance  on  the  part  of 
the  teachers  was  almost  perfect. 
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Eighty  pupils  were  examined  on  the  last  Saturday  of  March;  sixty 
received  diplomas.  One  hundred  thirty-five  applicants  were  exam- 
ined for  teachers'  certificates;  one  hundred  seven  passed. 

Freely  we  forgive  the  knockers;  fondly  we  cherish  all  the  friends 
of  our  education;  we  acknowledge  our  indebtedness  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Instruction. 


PIKE  COUNTY— Lucian  Westbrook. 


Very  little  has  taken  place  in  the  public  schools  of  the  county 
during  the  year  to  interrupt  their  progress,  except  poor  attendance 
in  some  districts  caused  by  whooping  cough  and  measles.  Measured 
by  the  standard  of  improvement  in  school  facilities  and  a  desire 
on  the  part  of  the  public  generally  for  better  schools,  we  are 
pleased  to  note  indications  of  advancement. 

Many  of  our  teachers  deserve  commendation  for  the  efforts  put 
forth  and  the  sacrifices  made  in  attending  State  College,  Perkiomen 
Seminary,  and  other  institutions  of  learning.  With  a  corps  of  such 
earnest,  conscientious  and  progressive  teachers,  what  might  be  ac- 
complished for  our  schools!  But  the  great  trouble  is  that  we  do 
not  have  in  our  county  a  sufficient  number  of  schools  paying  enough 
salary  to  hold  these  teachers.  The  result  is  that,  after  gaining  their 
experience  in  our  schools  and  working  up  to  the  higher  grade  certi- 
ficates, they  leave  for  more  profitable  fields  of  labor. 

Several  teachers  were  active  in  securing  geographical  collections, 
in  making  additions  to  existing  school  libraries,  and  to  school  ap- 
paratus, and  in  starting  libraries  where  none  existed.  Th rough 
these  activities  agencies  that  arouse  educational  sentiment  and 
create  an  interest  in  the  schools  were  set  in  motion. 

County  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  at  Milford  during  the  week 
of  October  28th  and  in  interest  manifested  and  quality  of  instruction 
given,  was  fully  up  to  the  standard  of  former  years. 

The  usual  number  of  local  institutes  was  held  throughout  the 
county.  They  continue  to  be  important  factors  in  our  educational 
work. 

Matamoras  high  school  graduated  a  class  of  nine  pupils.  Milford 
did  not  graduate  a  class  this  year  owing  to  the  action  of  the  Board 
in  adding  another  year  to  the  course  of  study,  thereby  making  it  a 
four  year  high  school. 
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The  Directors'  Association  convened  at  Milford,  October  31st. 
Forty-one  directors  responded  to  roll  call  and  were  addressed  by 
Drs.  Andrew  Thomas  Smith  and  Stanley  L.  Krebs. 

February  21st  was  observed  as  Patrons'  Day  in  the  schools  of  the 
county.  Keports  received  show  that  421  patrons  visited  in  forty 
schools  on  that  day. 

In  conclusion,  my  thanks  are  due  the  Department  for  counsel,  the 
press  of  the  county  for  giving  notice  of  educational  events,  and  to 
patrons,  teachers  and  pupils  for  their  efforts  to  make  the  year's  work 
successful. 


POTTER  COUNTY— R.  O.  Welfling. 


During  the  school  year  1912-1913  (182)  four  hundred  eighty-two 
pupils  were  neither  tardy  nor  absent.  This  is  equal  to  nine  per 
cent,  of  our  pupils  and  is  an  increase  over  any  previous  year.  We 
have  5,389  pupils  enrolled  in  the  schools  of  this  county. 

One  hundred  sixty-four  (161)  pupils  took  the  examinations  for  the 
common  school  diploma.  The  work  of  these  pupils  showed  better 
preparation    than    heretofore.       Fifty-five  received   common  school 

diplomas. 

We  have  one  hundred  thirty-eight  (138)  rural  schools.  These  gave 
the  following  items  in  their  reports: 

Money  raised  by  school  socials,   $1,465  62 

Number  of  pictures  bought, 113 

Cost  of  these  pictures, I72  85 

Number  of  books  added  to  the  rural  libraries,  691 

Number    of    pupils    enrolled    in    these   138 

schools,    2'363 

Besides  these  schools  the  high  schools  made  very  satisfacotry  re- 
ports. Three  of  the  graduating  classes,  Coudersport,  Lewisville  and 
Roulette  made  commencement  trips  to  Washington,  D.  C. 

The  county  institute  was  up  to  the  standard.     All  teachers  but  two 
were  present.     These  were  absent  on  account  of  sickness. 
The  instructors  were: 

Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 
Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis,  Huntingdon,  Pa. 
Dr.  C.  C.  Gordinier,  Millersville,  Pa. 
Prof.  J.  W.  Yoder,  Huntingdon,  Pa. 
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Eight  well  attended  and  enthusiastic  local  institutes  were  held 
during  the  term. 

Eighty-three  candidates  were  examined  for  teachers'  certificates. 

Fifty-four  provisional  certificates  and  sixteen  professional  certi- 
ficates were  granted.  None  but  high  school  graduates  are  admitted 
to  these  examinations. 

We  wish  to  thank  all  who  have  helped  in  any  way  to  make  it  pos- 
sible for  us  to  report  a  successful  school  year. 


SCHUYLKILL  COUNTY— Livingston  Seltzer. 


In  giving  a  resume  of  the  work  of  the  past  year,  I  find  that  nothing 
startling  enough  to  introduce  a  new  epoch  in  Schuylkill  county  edu- 
cational affairs,  occurred.  In  many  districts  great  improvements 
were  made;  most  report  commendable  progress;  a  few  must  be  re- 
garded as  being  rather  inactive.  I  think  I  can  honestly  report  a 
steady  forward  movement.  While  the  advancement  has  not  been 
so  rapid  along  certain  lines  as  we  might  desire,  yet  there  had  been  a 
steady  growth  in  the  right  direction. 

During  the  year  I  visited  all  the  schools  in  the  county  at  least 
one  time.  Such  schools  as  needed  special  attention  were  visited 
more  than  once.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  we  have  over  six  hundred 
schools  in  the  county,  efficient  supervision  becomes  an  exceedingly 
difficult  problem.  My  plan  has  been  to  visit  the  nine  and  ten  months' 
term  schools  during  the  early  and  late  parts  of  the  school  year.  The 
districts  in  the  farming  sections  were  visited  from  about  the  middle 
of  October  to  the  middle  of  March. 

An  indication  that  directors  are  taking  a  deep  interest  in  educa- 
tional affairs  is  the  fact  that,  almost  without  exception,  especially 
in  the  rural  districts,  the  entire  board  joined  the  Superintendent  in 
visiting  the  schools.  After  the  different  districts  had  been  visited, 
directors,  teachers  and  superintendents  held  an  evening  meeting — 
a  sort  of  Round  Table  Conference — at  which  vital  topics  of  educa- 
tional interest  were  discussed.  The  organization  and  grading  of 
schools,  was  especially  emphasized.  I  believe  that  great  good  was 
accomplished  by  these  meetings,  and  I  purpose  to  continue  the  plan 
during  the  coining  year. 

During  the  year  a  number  of  districts  built  or  improved  school 
buildings.  Some  of  these  improvements  are  being  made  at  the  time 
this  report  is  being  written.  In  Butler  district  a  room  was  added 
to  the  building  at  Lavelle,  owing  to  the  crowded  condition  of  the 
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building  heretofore.     In  Cass  District  a  number  of  rooms  were  re- 
modeled, and  a  room  is  being  added  to  the  Forestville  building. 
Cass  township  deserves  a  great  deal  of  credit  for  recent  improve- 
ments made  on  buildings  and  grounds.     At  Frackville  work  is  being 
done  on  a  new  high  school  building.     The  first  floor  has  four  rooms. 
The  second  floor  will  be  devoted  to  high  school  work  exclusively. 
This  will,  when  completed,  make  one  of  the  finest  school  buildings 
in  the  county.     In  New  Castle  District  several  buildings  were  im- 
proved, and  one  room  was  added  to  the  building  at  New  Castle, 
giving  it  three  rooms.     In  Pine  Grove  township  several  old  brick 
buildings  which  needed  repairs  badly,  were  remodeled.     The  Oak 
Swamp  school  house  was  made  a  two-room  building.     In  Ringtown 
borough  a  fine  modern  two-room  building  was  erected.     Schuylkill 
township  also  built  a  one  room  building.     In   Tremont  township, 
the  high  school  located  at  Lorberry,  was  remodeled  and  a  room  added, 
making  it  a  three  room  building.     East  Union  township  built  an 
up-to-date  school  house  at  Brandonville,  giving  the  people  of  the 
latter  place  the  advantage  of  graded  schools.     The  same  district 
has  at  the  present  time  a  new  township  high  school  building  in  course 
of  construction.     This  will  give  the  children  of  East  Union  town- 
ship an  opportunity  to  secure  a  high  school  education.     Washington 
township  remodeled  the  Swamp  school  house,  making  it  practically 
a  new  building. 

The  Schuylkill  County  Educational  Association  was  very  active 
during  the  past  year,  and  interest  in  the  organization  has  not  lagged. 
Six  forenoon  meetings  were  held  during  the  year  at  Pottsville.  Some 
of  the  meetings  were  attended  by  one-third  of  the  teachers  of  the 
county,  and  nearly  every  district  had  representation  at  all  the  ses- 
sions. Prof.  March,  State  High  School  Inspector,  and  Prof.  Dennis, 
Agricultural  Expert,  were  among  the  speakers.  Topics  of  general 
educational  interest  and  importance  were  discussed,  and  I  am  cer- 
tain that  the  meetings  accomplished  a  great  deal  of  good.  The  High 
School  Association  held  six  afternoon  sessions. 

The  fiftieth  annual  institute  of  Schuylkill  county  was  held  in  the 
Kaier  Opera  House,  at  Mahanoy  City,  from  October  28  to  November 
1,  1912.  The  instructors  were:  Deputy  State  Supt.  R.  B.  Tei trick; 
Supt.  L.  E.  McGinnis;  Prof.  Thomas  Mairs;  Dr.  E.  B.  Bryan;  Prof. 
C.  D.  Koch;  Prof.  T.  C.  Knowles;  Miss  Rose  M.  Fetterolf;  and  Dr. 
P.  M.  Harbold.  The  evening  attractions  were:  Lecture  by  Dr. 
Bryan ;  concert  by  the  Mallory  Company ;  concert  by  the  Welsh  Prize 
Singers;  and  a  lecture  by  Gov.  Robert  B.  Glenn. 

The  teachers  as  a  whole  did  faithful  conscientious  work.  The 
pupils  in  most  sections  of  the  county  attended  regularly.  It  might 
be  of  interest  to  note  that  the  average  attendance  was  about  three 
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per  cent,  better  than  the  year  before — which  was  well  done.  In 
general,  the  interest  taken  by  the  public  in  educational  affairs  was 
gratifying. 

In  closing  my  annual  report  I  desire  to  thank  all  those  who  in 
any  way  assisted  in  making  the  past  year  one  of  the  most  success- 
ful in  the  school  history  of  Schuylkill  county. 


SNYDER  COUNTY— T.  A.  S  teller. 


In  submitting  this  my  fifth  annual  report,  it  is  pleasing  to  be  able 
to  state  that  the  educational  progress  in  the  schools  of  Snyder  county 
has  been  steady  and  encouraging  throughout  the  year.  There  was 
a  marked  improvement  of  teachers  due  to  more  caution  being  exer- 
cised in  their  selection. 

The  majority  of  our  teachers  have  shown  anxiety  to  succeed.  Some 
possess  a  thorough  preparation  for  their  duties,  a  few  have  too  limi- 
ted a  knowledge  of  the  subjects  to  be  taught,  I  believe  all  the  teachers 
in  the  county  are  reading  pedagogical  literature,  thus  showing  that 
they  feel  the  necessity  of  obtaining  a  knowledge  of  educational  move- 
ments and  a  familiarity  with  the  onward  progress  of  educational  re- 
search. I  feel  that  the  teachers  of  the  county  deserve  the  hearty  co- 
operation of  every  friend  of  education. 

Four  public  examinations  were  held.  One  hundred  thirteen  appli- 
cants were  examined,  of  which  twenty-eight  were  rejected. 

An  analysis  of  the  teaching  force  of  our  county  during  the  past 
year  gives  the  following  results: 

Number  who  had  no  previous  experience,  20 

Number  who  held  provisional  certificates,  54 

Number  who  held  professional  certificates,  34 

Number  who  held  permanent  certificates,   22 

Number  who  were  graduates  of  a  State  Normal  School, .  14 

Number  who  were  graduates  of  a  college, 5 

Number  of  female     teachers,    43 

Number  of  male  teachers, 86 

I  visited  all  the  schools  in  the  county  twice,  and  a  number  of  them 
three  times. 

The  borough  of  Selinsgrove  had  a  small-pox  scare,  and  the  schools 
were  closed  for  a  month. 

The  County  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  in  Middleburg,  November 
25  to  29.  Every  teacher  in  the  county  was  present  and  attended 
throughout  the  week. 
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The  following  were  the  day  instructors: 

Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Supt.  of  Public  Instruction,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Dr.  S.  D.  Fess,  Pres.  Antioch  College,  Yellow  Springs,  Ohio. 

Dr.  F.  H.  Green,  West  Chester  State  Normal  School. 

Rev.  H.  R.  Wilkes,  Mifflinburg,  Pa. 

Mrs.  Sue  Brubaker,  Mifflinburg,  Pa. 

The  following  were  the  evening  attractions : 

Monday  evening,  lecture  by  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess. 

Tuesday  evening,  lecture  by  Dr.  F.  H.  Green. 

Wednesday  evening,  entertainment  by  Boston  Male  Quartette. 

Thursday  evening,  lecture  by  Dr.  Edward  Amherst  Ott. 

A  number  of  local  institutes  were  held  throughout  the  county  and 
great  interest  was  shown  by  the  teachers  and  the  citizens. 

Commencement  exercises  were  held  in  Middleburg,  McClure,  Bea- 
vertown,  Beaver  Springs  and  Selinsgrove. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  County  School  Directors'  Association 
was  held  in  Middleburg,  January  8th  and  9th,  1913.  Seventy-five  of 
the  eighty-five  directors  in  the  county  were  present. 

Prof  L  H.  Dennis,  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  ad- 
dressed the  directors  as  did  also  Dr.  D.  J.  Waller,  Principal  of 
Bloomsburg  State  Normal  School.  Many  questions  of  interest  were 
discussed  by  the  directors. 

Valuable  assistance  has  been  rendered  by  the  press  of  the  county, 
by  the  directors,  principals  and  teachers,  and  by  the  Department 
of  Public  Instruction  at  Harrisburg.  To  all  of  these  I  wish  to  ex- 
tend my  thanks. 


SOMERSET  COUNTY— D.  W.  Seibert. 


It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  a  real  progressive  attitude  toward 
public  school  interest  on  the  part  of  citizens  has  taken  a  permanent 
place  in  our  work.  We  still  have  many  hindrances  in  the  path  of 
progress  and  many  obstacles  to  surmount  that  give  us  cause  for 
regret,  but  a  constantly  growing  sentiment  in  favor  of  the  usefulness 
oAhe  school  in  the  life  of  the  community  augurs  well  for  the  near 

future. 

What  seems  to  us  to  be  an  unjust  discrimination  in  providing  an 
educational  equipment  for  boys  and  girls  for  future  usefulness,  is 
the  inequality  of  facilities  furnished  between  the  city  and  the  rural 
child.     Opportunities  for  the  most  practical  education  in  our  rural 
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schools  are  markedly  meager  in  comparison  with  those  of  towns  and 
cities.  This  is  a  cause  worthy  of  study  in  stemming  the  drift  from 
the  county  to  the  city.  Our  rural  schools  have  in  a  great  measure 
been  serving  the  few  instead  of  the  bulk  of  the  children  of  the  rural 
communities.  Instead  of  training  them  for  as  nearly  an  ideal  life 
as  possible  right  within  the  horizon  where  their  eyes  first  saw  the 
light  of  day,  they  have  been  taught  too  much  in  accordance  with  a 
costly  educational  system  designed  for  training  for  the  professions, 
but  unrelated  to  the  country  life  and  practical  needs  of  those  for 
whom  the  rural  school  exists  and  by  whose  money  it  is  maintained. 

The  whole  problem  of  education  is  a  practical  one  and  requires 
for  its  solution  the  best  thought  and  effort,  not  only  of  educators, 
but  of  all  practical  men  and  women  in  the  community  which  the 
particular  school  serves.  To  this  end  we  are  aiming  to  have  credit 
given  by  the  teachers  for  all  work  done  in  the  homes  and  on  the 
farms  during  the  term  of  school.  When  our  rural  schools  find  their 
proper  sphere  every  industry  in  the  community  will  find  its  place 
in  the  school  course.  By  the  use  of  a  scientific  equipment  such  as 
is  furnished  by  the  kitchens,  farms,  gardens,  orchards,  barns  and 
dairies  of  the  district  as  a  laboratory,  there  should  be  no  trouble  in 
having  a  school  that  will  fulfill  the  requirements  of  the  community. 

One  of  the  most  helpful  results,  by  way  of  a  forward  movement 
for  the  benefit  of  those  who  are  now  in  school,  was  obtained  through 
the  organization  of  a  "County  Boys'  Agricultural  Club  and  Girls' 
Domestic  Science  League."  The  interest  taken  by  the  pupils,  and 
also  by  the  parents,  in  all  parts  of  the  county  was  almost  sponta- 
neous. It  was  organized  for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  boys  and 
girls  to  do  useful  things  and  particularly  to  inspire  those  who  have 
never  tried,  or  even  thought  such  prosaic  things  as  raising  corn 
and  baking  bread  were  worth  while.  We  believe  in  this  way  the 
boys  and  girls  may  be  taught  to  derive  pleasure  from  the  work 
which  afterwards  will  be  theirs  to  use  as  a  means  of  earning  a  live- 
lihood. This  work  has  helped  to  give  the  boys  an  interest  in  farm- 
ing by  creating  a  pleasure  in  doing  the  work  which  they  formerly 
looked  upon  as  a  compulsory  task.  In  this  way  the  work  has  been 
powerful  in  moulding  public  sentiment  regarding  the  usefulness  of 
the  school  and  in  creating  a  willingness  to  meet  the  demands  for 
better  rural  schools.  We  sought  to  interest  the  girls  in  everything 
that  pertains  to  home  life  and  to  encourage  them  to  apply  science 
in  the  interest  of  greater  efficiency  and  at  the  same  time  to  eliminate 
the  old  form  of  guess  work. 

That  we  were  successful  in  this  was  clearly  shown  by  the  enthu- 
siasm with  which  the  work  has  been  taken  up  and  by  the  existing 
evidence  of  a  broader  interest  in  home  life. 
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On  account  of  the  close  association  between  development  in  agri- 
culture, domestic  science  and  industrial  work  with  the  progress  of 
rural  schools  we  have  endeavored  to  encourage  the  boys  and  girls 
who  are  willing  to  learn,  to  do  well  some  everyday  useful  thing  by 
holding  a  competitive  exhibit  during  institute  week.  Prizes  were 
awarded  at  the  contest. 

What  was  learned  by  trying  in  last  year's  contest,  on  the  part 
of  boys  and  girls,  speaks  loudly  in  favor  of  the  work  having  a  distinct 
educational  value.  The  real  value,  of  course,  does  not  lie  in  the 
winning  of  prizes  but  in  the  stimulation  for  efficiency  that  is  offered 
by  the  contest.  The  ability  acquired  through  trying  has  produced 
commendable  results  in  the  educational  work  of  the  pupils.  It  seems 
to  me  that  it  is  only  fair  to  state  that,  in  a  general  way,  through 
the  schools  we  have  increased  the  interest  of  the  children  in  the 
home  and  farm  more  than  has  ever  been  done  by  any  other  agency. 
The  plan  we  have  followed  has  taken  but  little  school  time  or  money 
and  has  had  the  effect  of  improving  the  text  book  work  rather  than 
retarding  it,  as  was  at  first  feared.  Probably  this  plan  if  followed 
will  create  a  demand  for  expert  instruction  later  on,  but  it  will 
be  a  great  benefit  to  the  communities.  Since  what  one  does  is  gov- 
erned fully  as  much  by  his  habits  as  by  his  knowledge  it  is  highly 
necessary  that  we  make  the  home  part  of  the  school  and  recognize 
the  father  and  mother  as  accessories  in  the  teaching  process  so  that 
the  habits  and  tastes  of  the  child  can  be  properly  cared  for.  If  this 
condition  could  at  once  be  realized  so  that  the  parents  and  teacher 
would  feel  that  they  have  the  work  in  common  rather  than  have  it 
transferred  from  one  to  the  other  at  different  periods  of  the  year  a 
great  stride  forward  in  the  building  of  citizenship  would  soon  be 
attained. 

I  take  pleasure  in  being  able  to  say  that  our  teachers,  as  a  class, 
have  exhibited  great  earnestness  in  their  work  during  the  year  and 
deserve  the  hearty  commendation  and  co-operation  of  every  friend 
of  public  education.  They  are  nearly  all  making  efforts  to  improve 
along  professional  and  general  lines.  Our  directors  to  a  consider- 
able extent  are  stimulating  the  zeal  of  the  teachers  by  recognizing 
their  efforts  in  the  gradation  of  salaries. 

There  is  a  general  sentiment  among  the  citizens  of  many  of  our 
districts  that  the  salaries  must  be  increased  before  the  better  teachers 
can  be  secured.  Our  boards,  as  a  rule,  have  been  willing  to  recog- 
nize this  and  have  acted  accordingly.  One  of  our  greatest  misfor- 
tunes, so  far  as  the  teachers  are  concerned,  is  still  the  absence  of  a 
reasonable  permanency  in  office.  It  is  unfortunately  true  that  the 
experienced  teacher's  value  to  the  same  school,  which  arises  from  a 
mutual  knowledge  of  teacher  and  pupils,  is  not  appreciated  to  an 
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extent  commensurate  with  its  importance.  The  plan  of  changing 
teachers  each  year  almost  eliminates  their  responsibility  for  the 
work  and  later  life  of  the  child. 

During  the  year  eleven  public  examinations  for  teachers  were  held. 
At  these  two  hundred-eighty  applicants  were  granted  provisional 
and  thirty-four  were  granted  professional  certificates.  Of  those  who 
entered  the  examinations  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  failed  to  make 
the  required  standard.  In  addition  to  the  examinations  for  teach- 
ers thirty-six  examinations  were  held  for  pupils  of  the  different 
districts  who  had  completed  the  work  of  the  eighth  grade. 

Two  hundred  thirty-nine  applicants  and  one  hundred  fifty-four  of 
these  applicants  were  granted  diplomas. 

Windber  School  Board  erected  a  building  that  stands  as  a  great 
credit  to  the  town,  as  well  as  a  lasting  profit  to  the  children.  It  is 
built  of  solid  concrete,  according  to  the  latest  and  most  improved 
plans  of  architecture.  It  contains  twenty  recitation  rooms  besides 
the  library,  offices,  cloak  rooms,  toilets,  and  a  modern  swimming 
pool  in  the  basement.  It  is  furnished  in  harmony  with  the  struc- 
ture and  is  a  model  building  for  the  work  of  pupils  and  teachers. 
Somerset  township  has  in  process  of  erection  one  four-room,  one 
two-room  and  two  one-room  houses.  They  are  being  built  according 
to  the  plans  furnished  by  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  and 
promise  to  be  all  that  could  be  desired  at  the  present  time.  Six 
other  school  houses  are  being  erected.  They  are  designed  to  reflect 
the  new  spirit  of  educational  progress  in  the  line  of  building  and  to 
hasten  the  passing  of  the  traditional  school  houses.  It  is  a  great 
pleasure  to  see  embodied  in  the  erection  of  school  houses  something 
relative  to  the  need  of  grounds,  the  value  of  ventilation,  light,  heat, 
water  supply,  disposal  of  waste  and  proper  drainage. 

The  Annual  County  Teachers'  Institute  continues  with  unabated 
enthusiasm  to  be  the  foremost  educational  event  of  the  year.  The 
interest  in  last  year's  meeting  was  even  greater  than  ever  before, 
although  the  capacity  of  our  Opera  House  has  always  been  crowded 
to  the  point  of  overflowing.  With  a  greater  number  of  earnest, 
loyal  teachers  in  attendance,  Prof.  Jerry  March,  of  Girard  College, 
Dr.  Wm.  A.  McKiever,  of  the  Kansas  Agricultural  College,  Dr.  S.  E. 
Weber  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  College,  Supt.  James  M.  Coughlin 
of  the  Wilkes-Barre  Schools  and  Miss  Eose  M.  Fetterolf  of  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Instruction  as  instructors;  Strickland  W.  Gilli- 
lan,  Dr.  John  Merrittee  Driver,  Mrs.  Agnes  Martin,  Ralph  Bingham 
and  the  Hartford  Male  Quartette  as  lecturerers  and  entertainers,  in 
addition  to  ideal  weather  conditions  our  institute  was  an  entire  suc- 
cess. 

The  Annual  Convention  of  the  School  Directors  of  Somerset 
County  was  held  in  the  Court  House  Nov.  26  and  27.  Our  Conven- 
tion increases  its  enrollment  each  year  and  it  is  becoming  popular 
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with  teachers  and  patrons,  as  well  as  with  the  directors.  Much  en- 
thusiasm is  shown  by  those  who  take  part  in  the  discussions.  This 
speaks  well  for  the  building  of  a  helpful  sentiment  in  favor  of  better 
schools.  Much  of  the  improvement  in  buildings,  grounds  and  better 
sanitation  is  due  to  the  attendance  of  directors  at  these  conventions. 
In  addition  to  the  regular  discussions  able  instruction  was  given  by 
Dr.  McKeever,  Dr.  Weber  and  Supt.  Coughlin. 

Large  local  educational  meetings  were  held  in  some  of  the  dis- 
tricts and  teachers'  gatherings  of  various  kinds  were  held  in  all  of  the 
districts.  The  directors  in  a  number  of  districts  where  the  educa- 
tional enthusiasm  runs  highest  are  entitled  to  a  large  share  of  the 
credit.  Teachers  were  greatly  encouraged  by  the  attendance  and 
support  of  the  members  of  the  school  boards.  Some  of  our  local 
meetings  aroused  much  interest  by  having  class  drills  and  contests 
in  connection  with  the  regular  program.  These  ranked  far  above 
the  ordinary  in  point  of  interest  and  enthusiasm.  The  directors 
have  in  some  instances  shared  the  responsibility  equally  with  the 
teachers. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  express  my  sincere  appreciation  for  the 
many  courtesies  and  the  generous  hospitality  which  have  been  ac- 
corded me.  I  am  sincerely  grateful  to  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction,  and  to  all  who  have  in  any  way  aided  in  this  work  in 
which  we  all  have  a  common  interest. 


SULLIVAN  COUNTY— H.  R.  Henning. 


In  reviewing  and  placing  before  you  the  school  work  of  our  county 
for  another  year  one  can  say  our  schools  show  an  admirable  working 
spirit  and  the  results  are  very  gratifying. 

Not  many  changes  were  made  among  the  teachers  from  the  pre- 
ceeding  year.  We  believe  the  "tenure  of  office"  of  the  school  teacher 
contributes  much  toward  the  success  of  our  schools.  Experience  and 
observation  reveal  that  progress  is  impeded  by  the  frequent  change 
of  the  successful  teacher.  When  a  school  board  has  in  its  employ 
a  good  teacher  who  is  giving  universal  satisfaction,  retain  that 
teacher  as  long  as  possible,  or  as  long  as  good  work  results  from  her 
efforts,  though  it  may  be  necessary  to  make  a  sacrifice  in  advancing 
her  compensation  from  time  to  time. 

In  the  mining  districts  where  progress  has  been  most  hindered 
by  evasions  of  the  law,  and  failure  to  enforce  the  compulsory  law, 
observations  show  that  the  parents  are  taking  more  interest  in  the 
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school  work,  and  are  more  ready  to  respond  to  the  assumption  of 
their  responsibilities.  Hence,  greater  and  more  effective  harmony 
prevails  among  parents,  pupils,  and  teachers  of  those  districts. 

The  coal  companies  deserve  commendation  for  their  loyal  sup- 
port in  upholding  the  law  and  thus  assisting  in  enforcing  the  com- 
pulsory school  law. 

Though  much  of  our  county  is  sparsely  settled  and  in  a  moun- 
tainous section,  our  teachers,  parents,  and  pupils  deserve  recogni- 
tion in  standing  in  the  front  line  in  the  percentage  of  attendance 
of  the  pupils.  During  the  preceding  year  only  two  counties  of  the 
State  maintained  a  better  percentage  of  attendance  than  our  little 
county  of  Sullivan.  Eleven  per  cent,  of  the  pupils  of  the  county 
were  granted  certificates  of  perfect  attendance. 

Our  directors  are  deserving  of  a  vote  of  thanks  for  a  judicious  use 
of  the  finances  of  the  several  districts.  Our  schools  taken  as  a  whole 
were  financed  sixty-seven  cents  less  per  month  for  a  pupil  than  the  cor- 
responding cost  for  the  entire  State.  Yet  many  of  our  districts  are 
financially  distressed.  The  great  question  is,  "Where  can  we  get 
more  money  to  make  our  schools  better  ?"  The  taxpayers  are  assum- 
ing a  heavy  burden,  in  many  of  the  districts  the  rate  being  the  maxi- 
mum. We  are  hoping  the  State  may  make  some  provision  for  the 
unfortunate  dilemma  of  our  poorer  districts. 

The  annual  session  of  the  teachers'  institute  was  held  in  Kline's 
Opera  House,  Dushore,  December  16  to  20.  The  day  instructors  were 
Dr.  A.  Duncan  Yocum,  Department  of  Pedagogy,  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania; Charles  A.  Lose,  City  Superintendent  of  the  Williamsport 
Schools;  Prof.  W.  M.  Dennison,  State  High  School  Inspector;  G.  C. 
Walburn,  Penn.  Chestnut  Tree  Blight  Commission ;  Prof.  G.  W.  Jen- 
nison,  Mansfield  State  Normal. 

Evening  entertainments  were  as  follows:  Monday,  play  by  the 
Dushore  Public  Schools;  Wednesday,  Song  and  Cantilation  in  a 
Vision  of  300  years,  by  the  Dixie  Chorus;  Thursday,  instrumental 
and  vocal  music  and  action  by  the  Hartford  Male  Quartet ;  Tuesday, 
lecture  with  song,  music  and  story  by  Ealph  Bingham.  All  the 
teachers  were  enrolled  and  a  number  of  prospective  teachers.  We 
believe  the  practical  results  of  this  institute  have  never  been  sur- 
passed by  any  previous  effort  of  the  county. 

The  directors  held  their  ninth  annual  meeting  at  Laporte,  April 
18  and  19.  Owing  to  the  resignation  of  my  predecessor,  to  take  effect 
the  first  of  April,  the  meeting  was  held  later  in  the  season  than 
usual,  and  the  farm  duties  of  many  of  the  directors  necessitated 
their  absence  from  the  meeting.  But  what  was  lacking  in  numbers 
was  made  up  in  spirit  and  enthusiasm.  The  following  organization 
was  effected: 

President — J.  Sidney  Fox  of  Eagles  Mere  borough. 

First  Vice  President— John  Swingle,  Fox  township. 
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Second  Vice  President— Otto  Behr,  Colley  township. 

Secretary — F.  A.  Hoag,  Colley  township. 

Treasurer — A.  F.  Heess,  Laporte  borough. 

The  following  delegates  were  appointed  to  attend  the  next  State 
Convention:  Frank  Farrell,  F.  A.  Hoag,  Mathew  Clemons,  B.  W. 
Fawcett  and  L.  R.  Gavitt. 

Addresses  were  delivered  by  Ex- Supt.  Black,  Directors  Otto  Behr 
any  Lyman  Snyder,  and  E.  J.  Mullein,  Esq.  Messrs.  Warder  Bahr 
and  Brady  Secules,  delegates  to  the  directors'  convention,  gave  in- 
teresting reports. 

State  Supt.  Schaeffer  and  City  Supt.  Coughlin  of  Wilkes-Barre 
were  present  and  rendered  valued  assistance  in  several  able  ad- 
dresses. It  is  an  inspiration  to  come  in  contact  with  educators  of 
their  ability. 

Several  teachers'  meetings  were  held  during  the  year.  Seven  meet- 
ings were  held  at  Sonestown,  and  many  of  tbe  districts  held  four  and 
five  meetings  during  the  year.  These  meetings  are  characterized  by 
the  able  discussions  of  the  teachers  in  which  nearly  all  are  ready 
participants.  The  rapidity  with  which  the  State  course  of  study 
has  been  adopted  may  be  attributed  to  our  numerous  teachers'  con- 
ferences. 

Two  meetings  of  the  Teachers'  Association  were  at  Sonestown  and 
Laporte,  the  latter  being  in  conjunction  with  the  Directors'  Con- 
vention. The  following  officers  were  elected  at  the  Laporte  meeting 
for  the  ensuing  year : 

President — Jas.  A.  Bowles. 

Secretary — E.  Jessie  Wrede. 

Treasurer — D.  R.  Lovett. 

Our  nine  high  schools  are  doing  exceptionally  good  work.  Seven 
of  them  graduated  classes  this  year.  The  class  of  the  Colley  town- 
ship high  school  accompanied  the  classes  of  the  Bradford  County 
schools  on  their  annual  excursion  to  Washington,  D.  C.  We  believe 
the  excursion  movement  is  a  potent  factor  in  the  cause  of  education 
and  helps  to  "fasten"  much  of  the  material  that  is  presented  from 
the  text  book. 

In  closing  I  wish  to  thank  the  teachers,  directors,  and  the  many 
friends  of  education  in  this  county  for  their  help  and  support;  also, 
the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  and  the  press. 


10 


144  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc 


SUSQUEHANNA  COUNTY— Geo.  A.  Stearns. 


We  have  no  marked  changes  to  report  in  the  school  work  of  the 
past  year.  A  fair  degree  of  progress  has  been  maintained,  but  with- 
out striking  innovation. 

The  school  attendance  as  a  whole  has  been  somewhat  improved,  and 
a  more  strict  observance  of  the  compulsory  law  has  been  noted.  There 
is  still  some  laxity,  however,  in  this  respect  which  needs  correcting. 
The  special  report  required  last  year  by  the  State  Department  had 
a  beneficial  effect,  and  the  coming  year  teachers  will  be  asked  to  re- 
port chronic  cases  of  non-attendance  to  the  County  Superintendent. 
The  consolidated  schools  of  Brooklyn  township  deserve  special 
mention  regarding  attendance.  There  was  an  enrollment  of  one-hun- 
dred sixty  pupils,  and  fifty  of  these  were  present  every  day  for  the 
eight  months. 

Our  high  schools,  fifteen  in  number,  have  seemed  especially  suc- 
cessful in  both  teaching  force  and  pupils.  Their  total  enrollment 
was  about  four  hundred  seventy-five. 

Oakland  and  Thompson  boroughs  were  added  to  the  list  last  year, 
and  Uniondale  was  given  permission  to  organize  for  the  coming 
year. 

One  hundred  nine  pupils  tried  the  high  school  entrance  examina- 
tions and  sixty-eight  passed.  This  is  about  ten  per  cent,  better  rate 
than  formerly.  Many  of  the  papers  still  show  a  lack  of  neatness, 
and  often  the  answers  indicate  a  narrowness  of  understanding.  A 
good  deal  of  our  teaching  follows  too  strictly  the  text  book  language ; 
and  when  pupils  are  required  to  interpret  terms  of  the  business  world 
and  of  everyday  life,  they  fail.  Teachers  should  acquaint  them- 
selves with  the  business  and  social  activities  of  the  community,  and 
should  train  the  pupils  to  interpret  the  language  of  the  book  into 
that  of  their  own  experiences. 

Agricultural  teaching  is  meeting  with  some  success,  especially,  in 
the  high  schools. 

The  vocational  educational  bill  just  passed  should  induce  some 
district  in  our  county  to  establish  a  school  in  agriculture  and  do- 
mestic science.  If  possible,  a  farm  for  practice  should  be  connected 
with  it.  Such  a  school  in  Susquehanna  county  would,  we  believe, 
be  well  patronized. 

One  of  the  most  serious  evils  of  our  school  management  arises 
from  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  teachers  and  directors  to  change 
positions  each  year.  Last  term  less  than  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  teach- 
ers were  in  the  same  school  as  the  year  before,  and  seventeen  per 
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cent,  of  the  whole  number  had  never  taught.  This  means  an  enor- 
mous waste  in  teaching  power.  One-half  of  the  pupils  must,  each 
year,  become  adjusted  to  the  ways  of  a  new  teacher,  and  these  teach- 
ers must  again  study  out  the  character  and  peculiarities  of  another 
lot  of  children  and  homes. 

Every  sixth  school  is  an  experimental  institution  in  which  some 
beginner  may  perform  experimental  work.  We  are  pleased  to  note, 
however,  that  the  number  who  are  availing  themselves  of  the  Normal 
School  training  is  gradually  increasing. 

The  educational  meetings  in  the  county  were  well  attended,  and 
the  interest  in  some  localities  seemed  to  be  much  improved.  The 
County  Institute  was  unusually  interesting  and  helpful.  Thirteen 
local  meetings  were  held,  especial  interest  being  shown  in  those 
attended  by  Prof.  Gortner,  of  the  Mansfield  Normal,  at  Auburn 
Center,  Lenoxville,  Lawsville,  and  Franklin  Forks. 

The  Teachers'  League  has  been  quite  active  in  its  efforts  to  further 
the  interests  of  the  profession.  The  local  League  of  Susquehanna 
and  vicinity  won  for  itself  worthy  commendation  by  arranging  a 
banquet,  which  was  largely  attended  from  all  accessible  parts  of  the 
county. 

In  looking  to  the  future,  we  wish  that  every  community  might 
take  a  keener  interest  in  the  proper  development  of  its  boys  and 
girls.  If  we  of  the  present  expect  the  future  to  excel  us,  as  we  pride 
ourselves  we  excel  the  past,  we  must  be  willing  to  deny  ourselves, 
as  did  our  forefathers,  for  the  boys  and  girls  of  the  present.  Better 
buildings,  better  teachers,  better  opportunities  in  every  particular, 
is  what  these  boys  and  girls  demand  of  us.     Let  us  not  fail  them. 


TIOGA  COUNTY— E.  A.  Retan. 


The  usual  interest  has  been  taken  in  the  schools  by  pupils,  teach- 
ers, directors  and  patrons.  A  protracted  epidemic  of  measles  in- 
terfered with  the  attendance  throughout  a  large  part  of  the  county. 
An  effort  was  made  by  the  health  officers  to  check  the  spread  of  the 
disease  but  the  methods  employed  proved  of  little  value.  The  same 
rigid  methods  should  be  enforced  to  suppress  this  contagion  that 
are  employed  in  diphtheria  and  kindred  diseases.  There  is  no  reason 
why,  if  an  effective  quarantine  were  established,  a  large  part  of  the 
children  of  the  community  should  be  afflicted  with  this  disease  every 
few  years.     There  were  several  deaths  resulting  from  the  epidemic. 

10—7—1913. 
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That  the  directors  of  the  county  are  alive  to  their  responsibilities 
is  evidenced  by  the  improvements  that  have  been  made  in  both  vil- 
lage and  rural  schools.  Among  the  many  improvements  throughout 
the  county  may  be  mentioned  the  new  building  erected  at  Tioga  by 
the  joint  boards  of  directors  of  Tioga  borough  and  Tioga  township. 
This  building  is  modern  in  every  respect  and  furnishes  educational 
advantages  for  the  children  of  Tioga  borough;  in  addition,  all  the 
schools  of  the  township,  with  one  exception,  are  to  be  transported 
and  a  high  school  of  the  second  grade  to  be  maintained.  The  con- 
solidated school  maintained  by  Richmond  township  and  Mansfield 
borough  closed  a  very  successful  school  year.  This  is  the  first  year 
that  these  districts  have  united  and  the  experiment  is  so  satisfactory 
that  Richmond  will  transport  an  additional  school  there  another 
year.  By  this  consolidation  a  high  school  of  the  first  grade  is  main- 
tained at  Mansfield  borough.  Fewer  rural  schools  are  being  sup- 
ported by  Covington  township  and  more  are  being  transported  to 
Covington  borough.  Both  Clymer  and  Gaines  townships  are  to  close 
and  transport  several  schools  to  central  points.  Brookfield  town- 
ship consolidated  three  weak  schools  into  one  strong  school.  We 
doubt  if  there  be  another  rural  county  in  the  State  that  has  made  as 
great  progress  in  the  way  of  consolidation  as  has  Tioga. 

Jackson  township  constructed  an  additional  room  at  Millerton 
and  established  a  high  school  of  the  third  grade.  Covington  bor- 
ough expended  several  hundred  dollars  in  providing  toilets,  sanitary 
drinking  fountains,  etc.  The  same  action  was  taken  by  Blossburg 
in  equipping  one  of  the  buildings  there.  A  modern  one-room  build- 
ing was  erected  by  Liberty  township  in  which  a  modern  heating  and 
ventilating  plant  was  installed.  Improvements  were  made  in  many 
of  the  one-room  school  buildings.  Several  districts  purchased  heat- 
ing and  ventilating  plants  for  rural  school  buildings. 

In  many  districts  plans  are  already  perfected  for  increasing  the 
educational  advantages  of  the  children  and  providing  them  with 
more  comfortable  accommodations  for  the  ensuing  school  year. 
Westfield  voted  to  bond  the  village  for  a  $25,000  building.  This  vote 
was  almost  unanimous;  but  seventeen  dissenting.  Elklancl,  Mans- 
field and  Covington  will  make  many  improvements  in  their  buildings 
to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Code  as  to  light,  heat  and 
ventilation,  and  to  give  additional  room  for  the  increased  attendance. 
Morris  township  is  building  a  four-room  building  to  take  the  place 
of  the  one  destroyed  by  fire  November  last.  While  much  is  being 
accomplished  for  better  school  conditions,  there  is  still  much  that 
should  be  done.  There  are  still  many  school  houses  that  are  a  dis- 
grace to  the  communities  in  which  they  are  located  and,  with  the 
present  prosperity  of  our  people  there  is  no  excuse  for  such  condi- 
tions to  exist. 
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The  course  of  study  which  was  introduced  in  the  rural  schools 
in  the  fall  of  1911  is  proving  of  decided  benefit  and  the  teachers 
are  giving  it  careful  attention.  During  my  visits  but  two  or  three 
schools  were  found  in  which  the  teachers  were  not  aiming  to  follow 
the  course  and,  as  a  result,  it  is  evident  that  there  is  a  much  better 
organization  of  the  schools  and  more  systematic  work  is  being  ac- 
complished. A  greater  number  of  pupils  took  the  eighth  grade  ex- 
amination for  entrance  to  high  school  than  last  year,  and  more  com- 
mon school  diplomas  were  issued.  The  larger  number  of  these  pupils 
will  enter  high  schools  at  the  beginning  of  the  next  school  year. 

The  county  spelling  contest,  inaugurated  last  year  was  continued 
during  the  present  year,  a  booklet  containing  more  than  a  thousand 
words  being  furnished  the  teachers.  Local  contests  were  held  in 
the  several  districts  and  the  final  contest  was  held  at  Lawrence- 
ville.  Alfred  Hazleton,  of  Delmar  township  and  William  Cleary, 
of  Blossburg,  were  the  successful  contestants,  the  former  of  the 
rural  schools  and  the  latter  of  the  graded  schools.  The  prizes  were 
Webster's  New  International  Dictionaries. 

The  annual  county  institute  was  very  successful.  The  instructors 
were  Dr.  S.  C.  Schmucker,  of  West  Chester,  S.  N.  S.,  Dr.  Charles  Al- 
bert, of  Bloomsburg,  S.  N.  S.,  Dr.  J.  G.  Becht,  of  the  State  Board  of 
Education  and  Dr.  A.  T.  Smith,  of  Mansfield,  S.  N.  S.  Prof.  Robert 
J.  McDowell,  of  Pittsburgh,  was  in  charge  of  the  Music. 

The  Annual  Directors  Convention  was  held  during  the  week  of  the 
Institute.  Addresses  were  made  by  Judge  Cameron,  High  School 
Inspector  Denison,  Dr.  Albert,  Dr.  Schmucker  and  others.  The 
sessions  were  up  to  the  usual  standard  but  the  attendance  of  direc- 
tors was  not  as  large  as  was  expected.  This  convention  is  an  im- 
portant factor  in  the  education  work  of  the  county  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  more  directors  can  be  urged  to  be  present  at  future  meet- 
ings. It  is  their  duty  to  attend  this  convention  and  secure  the  bene- 
fits of  the  interchange  of  experiences  and  opinions. 

Fourteen  local  institutes  were  held  at  various  points  throughout 
the  county.  Excellent  programs  were  prepared  by  the  several  com- 
mittees in  charge  and  the  teachers,  with  few  exceptions,  performed 
the  work  that  was  assigned  them.  Additional  interest  was  created 
and  profit  derived  at  many  of  these  meetings  by  the  presence  of  one 
or  more  of  the  faculty  of  the  Mansfield,  S.  N.  S. 

Upon  looking  over  reports  from  the  teachers  of  the  rural  schools, 
I  find  that  $853.69  were  raised  by  entertainments  and  socials.  This 
money  was  expended  for  books  for  the  libraries,  organs,  maps,  and 
in  various  other  ways  for  the  benefit  of  the  schools.  Many  teachers 
report  that  trees  and  shrubs  were  planted  and  that  improvements 
were  made  to  the  buildings.     But  little  interest  is  taken  in  the  im- 


148  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

provements  of  the  grounds  by  the  teachers  as  a  whole.  We  shall 
continue  to  bring  this  to  their  attention  until  more  is  accomplished 
along  this  line. 

The  21st  day  of  February  was  fixed  for  observing  as  Patrons'  Day 
in  the  schools  of  the  rural  districts.  Notwithstanding  that  the  day 
was  stormy  and  that  the  roads  were  very  muddy,  an  attendance 
of  from  one  to  fifty  was  reported  from  each  of  the  several  schools. 
The  total  number  in  attendance  exceeded  eleven  hundred.  We  were 
well  pleased  with  the  results  of  our  first  attempt  to  bring  the  patrons 
into  closer  relations  with  the  schools. 

Every  school  in  the  county,  with  the  exception  of  thiee  which 
were  closed  on  account  of  sickness,  was  visited  and  many  schools 
were  visited  a  second  and  some  a  third  time.  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  the  appropriation  for  the  assistant  county  superintendents  has 
been  eliminated  by  the  appropriation  committee  of  the  legislature, 
when  practically  every  state  from  Massachusetts  to  Florida  is  de- 
vising ways  to  insure  closer  supervision  of  the  rural  schools.  It  is, 
to  be  deplored  that  the  great  state  of  Pennsylvania  with  all  her 
resources  cannot  furnish  money  for  this  purpose.  The  appropria- 
tion of  a  few  thousand  dollars  less  to  institutions  that  have  no  direct 
claim  for  support  from  the  State  would  provide  sufficient  money 
for  this  purpose. 

In  conclusion  I  desire  to  thank  the  press,  teachers,  directors,  and 
citizens  throughout  the  county  for  their  assistance  and  cooperation ; 
also  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  the  many  courtesies 
that  have  been  shown  to  me. 


UNION  COUNTY— Wm.  W.  Spigelmyer. 


We  have  come  to  the  close  of  another  school  year,  and  in  submit- 
ting this  my  fifth  report  of  the  schools  of  the  county,  I  wish  to  say 
that  there  are  many  things  for  which  we  are  truly  thankful.  The 
work  of  the  schools  has  been  carried  on  very  pleasantly  and  we  think, 
as  a  whole,  quite  profitably.  The  educational  forces  worked  harmo- 
niously and  under  such  conditions  more  progress  is  made. 

The  spirit  of  improvement  has  come  to  stay  and  as  a  direct  result 
it  is  very  gratifying  to  see  how  beautiful  our  school  houses  can  be 
made  if  directors  are  interested.  In  most  districts,  the  directors 
are  pursuing  this  plan,  that  of  beautifying  one  or  as  many  as  their 
finances  will  permit  in  one  year  and  so  take  it  year  after  year  until 
all  their  school  houses  are  in  good  shape.     Most  of  our  play  grounds 
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are  very  small  and  poorly  kept,  except  where  you  find  a  teacher  who 
is  interested  enough  to  direct  the  pupils  in  grading  the  playground, 
planting  trees,  and  making  walks  around  the  school  house. 

Lewisburg  and  Mifliinbiirg  boroughs  made  extensive  changes  to 
improve  the  light  of  some  of  their  school  rooms.  This  improvement 
is  timely,  quite  a  few  of  the  older  school  structures  need  more  light. 

Sister  counties  report  an  increase  each  year  in  the  number  of 
schools,  but  we  must  report  two  schools  closed  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year ;  one  in  Limestone  and  the  other  in  West  Buffalo  school  dis- 
trict, in  the  latter  case  the  pupils  of  the  closed  school  were  trans- 
ported to  another  school.  This  was  a  good  move  as  it  made  one 
strong  school,  instead  of  two  weak  ones.  This  policy  should  be  pur- 
sued in  several  other  districts  where  the  schools  are  very  small. 

Gregg  district  opened  a  grammar  school  to  meet  the  high  school 
condition  which  existed  there. 

Local  institutes  were  held  in  several  of  the  school  districts  and 
were  a  source  of  great  good.  These  were  well  attended  by  the 
patrons  of  the  schools  who  seemed  interested  in  the  discussions.  The 
local  institutes  are  always  helpful  to  the  teachers  who  are  interested 
in  their  work,  and  arouse  a  healthful  educational  sentiment  in  the 
district  in  which  they  are  held.  Since  the  State  offers  the  loan  of 
lantern  slides  to  any  school  that  makes  application,  I  know  much 
good  could  be  accomplished  if  the  teachers  follow  up  this  line  of  work 
and  give  to  their  pupils  and  patrons  the  benefit  of  these  lectures  and 
scenes. 

The  monthly  meetings  which  are  held  in  most  districts  and  the 
grade  meeting  in  the  boroughs  has  done  much  during  the  year  to 
increase  the  educational  interest  which  was  everywhere  manifest. 

The  County  Teachers'  Association  held  two  meetings  which  were 
well  attended  by  the  teachers.  The  papers  and  discussions  were  on 
timely  subjects.  Without  fear  of  contradiction  we  would  say  they 
were  the  most  helpful  ones  we  ever  held. 

Our  Annual  County  Teachers'  Institute,  which  is  the  great  educa- 
tional event  of  the  year,  was  held  in  Lewisburg,  the  week  beginning 
December  16th.  Every  teacher  of  the  county  was  present  at  every 
session.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  John  I.  Woodruff,  Susquehanna 
University,  Dr.  O.  L.  Warren,  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  Prof.  Charles  H.  Albert, 
Bloomsburg  State  Normal.  The  instructors  were  all  good,  practical 
school  men  of  large  experience  and  their  work  was  practical.  This 
was  the  first  year  we  had  sectional  meetings  in  the  institute.  The 
high  school  teachers  had  several  sectional  meetings,  which  were  con- 
ducted more  on  the  conference  plan,  which  were  helpful.  Another 
feature  of  the  institute  that  is  worthy  of  mention,  was  the  singing, 
under  the  direction  of  Dr.  O.  L.  Warren. 
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The  evening  attractions  were — Monday  evening,  the  Teachers'  Re- 
ception, Tuesday  evening,  lecture  on  "Julius  Ceasar,"  Dr.  O.  L.  War- 
ren; Wednesday  evening,  The  Fellows  Concert  Company;  Thursday 
evening  a  lecture  "The  Soul  of  a  Woman,"  Dr.  Guy  Charleton  Lee. 

The  teachers  institute  may  mean  a  great  deal  to  the  teachers  or 
it  may  mean  nothing,  depending  entirely  on  the  attitude  of  the 
teachers.  I  am  glad  to  report  that  our  teachers  are  conscientious 
in  their  work  that  they  are  building  for  the  future,  not  for  the 
present. 

During  the  year  one  of  our  esteemed  directors  of  the  county,  John 
Myers,  of  Hartleton,  was  called  to  his  eternal  reward. 

The  Annual  Directors'  Convention  was  held  in  the  High  School 
Building  at  Lewisburg  during  the  same  week  that  Institute  was  held, 
using  the  Institute  instructors  as  the  speakers  of  the  occasion.  The 
convention  was  well  attended  and  much  interest  was  manifested. 

I  notice  with  much  pleasure  that  the  rural  teachers  are  taking 
up  work  that  was  thought  only  possible  in  the  strictly  graded  schools, 
namely  paper  cutting,  basket  work,  free  hand  drawing,  the  collec- 
tion of  seeds,  beetles,  and  nature  work  in  general.  It  has  all  been  done 
with  much  success  and  adds  greatly  to  the  interest  of  the  school. 
When  the  pupils  have  something  definite  to  do  that  may  be  of  ser- 
vice to  all  the  school,  it  is  a  sure  sign  that  pupils  are  being  educated 
along  natural  channels,  rather  than  by  the  eternal  cramming  pro- 
cess, which  is  too  generally  in  use. 

The  Lewisburg  schools  drew  the  premiums  offered  for  school  dis- 
plays offered  by  the  Union  County  Fair  Association.  The  display 
of  school  work  at  the  county  institute  far  surpassed  anything  along 
this  line  we  have  ever  had  in  our  county,  it  was  the  admiration  of 
all  who  saw  it.  It  is  hoped  that  this  is  only  the  beginning  of  more 
work  along  similar  lines. 

The  three  township  high  schools  have  courses  in  agriculture  which 
mean  something,  and  have  been  doing  splendid  work  along  this  line. 
State  College  has  been  giving  some  valuable  help  to  them  and  I  am 
quite  sure  she  stands  ready  to  help  the  other  schools  just  as  much 
along  agricultural  lines. 

The  grade  of  work  done  during  the  past  year  in  all  the  high  schools 
is  of  high  grade.  The  pupils  seem  to  take  a  greater  interest  in  their 
work. 

Commencement  exercises  were  held  at  all  the  high  schools  and 
forty-eight  pupils  were  given  diplomas.  Commencement  exercises 
were  also  held  in  White  Deer  and  Kelly  townships  and  county  di- 
plomas were  given  to  thirty-two  young  people.  All  the  exercises  were 
well  attended,  which  shows  an  interest  on  the  part  of  the  patrons. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  teachers,  direc- 
tors and  all  citizens  in  various  lines  of  work  who  have  assisted  in 
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making  this  a  pleasant  and  profitable  year  for  me,  and  especially  do 
I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  and  appreciation  to  the  press  of  the 
county,  which  has  been  most  courteous  and  extremely  helpful  in  its 
untiring  efforts  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  Union  county  schools. 


VENANGO  COUNTY— Dallas  W.  Armstrong. 


The  schools  of  this  county  have  had  a  good  year.  The  policy  of 
administration  followed  in  previous  years  was  continued  this  year, 
that  is  an  effort  to  secure  a  closer  and  more  intelligent  co-operation 
among  the  various  school  factors — directors,  teachers,  parents  and 
pupils.  Valuable  assistance  was  given  in  this  effort  by  the  County 
Institute,  the  School  Directors'  Convention,  the  Local  Institutes, 
the  Patrons'  Day,  the  pulpit  and  the  press.  We  have  some  Parents- 
Teachers  Organizations  in  the  county  that  have  been  organized  re- 
cently and  are  doing  very  valuable  service.  What  has  amounted  to 
the  same  thing,  however,  if  known  by  any  name  whatever,  is  known 
by  the  phrase  "The  Co-operation  between  the  Home  and  the  School," 
has  existed  in  the  free  public  schools  in  every  community  in  this 
county  every  year  there  was  a  good  teacher  in  that  particular  com- 
munity since  1834.  This  greater  harmony  and  better  co-operation 
among  the  various  school  factors  is,  therefore,  the  most  encouraging 
sign  in  our  school  progress. 

If  the  amount  of^preparation  indicates  the  efficiency  of  our  teach- 
ers, they  are  becoming  more  efficient.  Only  18^  per  cent,  of  our 
teachers  had  had  no  previous  experience  in  teaching;  only  23  per 
cent,  were  teaching  on  provisional  certificates  as  against  33  per  cent, 
last  year ;  the  number  teaching  on  State  Permanent  Certificates  was 
doubled  over  last  year;  the  number  of  Normal  School  graduates 
was  35  per  cent,  of  the  whole  teaching  force  as  compared  with  11 
per  cent,  in  1905. 

Three  of  our  districts  had  no  change  in  the  percentage  of  attend- 
ance for  the  term ;  fifteen  of  them  had  a  better  percentage  of  attend- 
ance; the  attendance  for  the  whole  county  by  districts  was  increased 
one  per  cent,  over  the  attendance  of  last  year.  A  greater  percent- 
age of  our  children  is  finishing  the  eighth  grade  and  high  school 
work  than  ever  before. 

I  am  happy  to  report  that  the  school  officials  of  Venango  county 
as  such  have  not  undertaken  to  organize  any  Corn  Clubs  or  Sewing 
Clubs,  or  to  manage  any  contests  relating  thereto.  Granting  that 
these  clubs  and  contests  are  still  necessary  to  stimulate  the  necessary 
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interest  in  these  particular  lines,  the  management  of  them  falls  more 
properly  to  the  various  agricultural  societies  and  organizations  of 
the  county,  state  and  nation.  The  Farmers  and  Fruit  Growers' 
Association  of  this  county  has  offered  prizes  to  the  boys  and  girls  in 
this  county  for  the  best  offering  along  these  lines.  These  agricul- 
tural organizations  have  the  hearty  support  of  the  school  officials 
of  the  county  who  are  thus  indirectly  helping  in  this  activity  without 
assuming  the  whole  management  of  it. 

One  of  the  most  foolish  things  that  school  people  in  general  are 
guilty  of  to-day  is  the  innocent  readiness  with  which  they  furnish 
gratis  the  names  of  pupils,  teachers  and  directors  to  any  and  all 
persons  requesting  them.  In  every  case  where  this  information  is 
sought  for  advertising  purposes,  it  should  be  refused.  It  is  not 
right  that  advertising  matter  of  all  description  should  be  allowed 
to  reach  our  teachers,  directors,  and  especially  our  school  children. 
The  school  directors  of  this  county  believe  that  this  custom  is  wrong 
and  are  trying  to  correct  it  in  the  following  way:  At  their  last 
Convention  they  appointed  a  committee  to  secure  a  uniform  teach- 
ers' contract  form  for  the  use  of  the  county.  This  was  accordingly 
done  and  the  contract  form  now  signed  by  all  of  the  teachers  con- 
tains the  following  clause: 

"That  said  teacher  shall  not  permit  any  advertising  matter  to  be 
distributed  among  the  pupils  in  the  school,  shall  not  under  any  con- 
dition furnish  the  names  of  any  of  the  pupils  for  advertising  or  other 
purpose  whatever,  except  as  may  be  required  by  his  or  her  proper 
school  officials,  and  shall  not  permit  himself  or  herself  or  any  pupil 
in  the  school  to  be  canvassed  or  solicited  by  any  agent  of  any  de- 
scription at  any  time  upon  the  school  premises." 

A  copy  of  the  within  mentioned  contract  form  was  sent  to  every 
Superintendent  in  the  State  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  be  of  use 
in  helping  to  abate  this  country- wide  fault  and  nuisance. 

The  School  Directors'  Association  held  its  Annual  Convention  in 
Franklin,  January  23  and  January  24.  The  Convention  was  well 
attended  by  both  directors  and  citizens.  The  members  of  this  conven- 
tion furnished  their  own  discussions  and  addresses.  In  this  way  the 
time  was  used  in  considering  those  questions  which  are  of  every  day 
use  with  our  school  directors.  The  only  outside  help  was  furnished 
by  Dr.  O.  T.  Corson,  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  who  helped  with  the  day 
sessions  and  gave  an  evening  lecture,  and  by  Miss  Katherine  E. 
Griffin,  of  Franklin,  Pa.,  who  gave  some  excellent  readings  at  the 
evening  session.  The  important  things  of  this  convention's  work 
was  published  generally  in  all  of  our  newspapers  of  the  county  and 
printed  in  the  regular  Annual  Year  Book  of  the  county  and  mailed 
to  all  of  our  teachers  and  directors.  This  influence,  therefore, 
reaches  all  parts  of  our  county  directly. 


No.  7.  WARREN    COUNTY.  153 

Our  Annual  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  in  December.  The  Day 
Instructors  were:  Dr.  Isaac  C.  Ketler  of  Grove  City  College,  Dr. 
William  W.  Black  of  the  Indiana  University,  Indiana;  Dr.  F.  A. 
Barbour  of  the  Ypsilanti  (Michigan  Normal  School;  Principal  W. 
S.  Hertzog,  of  the  California  (Pennsylvania)  Normal  School;  Prof. 
I.  T.  Daniel,  of  Charleroi,  Pa.;  Miss  Sarah  P.  Thomas,  of  Philadel- 
phia, Pa.,  and  Dr.  A.  Lincoln  Moore,  of  Franklin,  Pa.  The  feature 
of  the  evening  entertainments  for  the  week  was  the  lecture  given 
by  Hon.  E.  W.  Hoch,  ex-Governor  of  Kansas. 

The  new  school  law  after  having  been  in  force  for  two  years  has 
proved  very  satisfactory  in  almost  all  of  its  provisions.  Sometimes 
where  the  law  seemed  to  be  unsatisfactory,  it  was  found  to  be  satis- 
factory later  when  that  portion  of  it  became  better  understood. 

We  are  glad  to  report  that  not  only  the  school  directors  and  the 
school  teachers  have  generally  adjusted  themselves  and  their  work 
to  the  new  law,  but  also  the  people  have  been  quick  to  understand, 
appreciate  and  apply  it. 


WARREN  COUNTY— C.  S.  KNAPP. 


It  is  a  great  pleasure  to  report  improved  conditions  in  schools 
and  school  property  in  nearly  every  district  in  Warren  county  dur- 
ing the  past  year.  The  directors  are  very  much  alive  to  the  fact 
that  good  comfortable  buildings,  well  heated  and  ventilated,  good 
blackboards  and  books,  and  plenty  of  general  supplies  are  a  real 
necessity  for  a  successful  school.  They  have  received  much  of  this 
enthusiasm  at  the  County  Directors  Convention,  where  we  have  some 
of  the  best  talent  for  this  line  of  work  that  we  can  secure.  We  also 
send  a  good  delegation  to  the  State  Convention,  and  a  number  of 
principals  and  grade  teachers  to  the  State  Educational  Meeting. 
We  have  not  failed  to  find  much  improved  conditions  in  every  dis- 
trict that  has  been  represented  at  the  State  meetings.  They  feel 
more  the  dignity  and  importance  of  their  positions.  They  come 
home,  make  their  report,  and  go  ahead  with  such  work  as  improving 
grounds,  painting  buildings,  erecting  new  out  buildings,  making  ad- 
ditional light  space  in  the  old  buildings,  provide  individual  drinking 
cups,  and  arrange  for  proper  heating  and  ventilating.  This  work 
really  started  about  two  years  ago.  It  has  become  contagious  and 
is  rapidly  spreading  through  the  county.  I  know  of  no  better  way 
to  improve  general  school  conditions  than  to  have  districts  repre- 
sented at  the  State  Convention  and  to  have  a  two-day  county  con- 
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vention.  While  we  are  two  hundred  seventy-five  miles  from  Harris- 
burg,  we  are  devising  ways  and  means  whereby  we  hope  to  have  every 
district  represented  at  the  State  Convention  the  coming  year. 
Teachers  are  better  satisfied  to  teach  in  the  country  districts  when 
the  surroundings  are  pleasant  and  schools  well  equipped. 

One  hundred  ten  pupils  passed  the  eighth  grade  examinations 
and  were  given  common  school  diplomas.  The  system  of  conducting 
the  examination  and  marking  the  papers  that  is  used  in  Warren 
county  makes  it  practically  impossible  for  any  favoritism  to  be 
shown.  All  papers  worth  sixty  or  more  are  sent  to  Warren  and 
examined  by  a  committee  of  principals  appointed  by  the  county 
superintendent.  The  great  majority  of  those  who  passed  the  eighth 
grade  will  enter  the  high  schools  the  coming  year. 

The  Fifty-First  Annual  Institute  was  held  the  week  of  Aug.  26. 
Three  hundred  sixteen  of  the  three  hundred  eighteen  teachers  of 
the  county  were  enrolled.  The  institute  was  pronounced  a  success 
in  every  way.  The  instructors  were:  Deputy  Superintendent  Reed 
B.  Teitrick,  Harrisburg;  Dr.  J.  R.  Street,  Dean  of  the  School  of  Peda- 
gogy of  Syracuse  University;  Thomas  T.  Maiis,  Professor  of  the 
School  of  Agriculture,  State  College;  Miss  Marjorie  Hatmaker,  of 
the  Emerson  School  of  Oratory;  Prof.  A.  J.  Mooney,  of  the  Warren 
Conservatory  of  Music,  Warren,  Pa.,  and  Dr.  Harry  M.  Schafer,  of 
the  Clarion  Normal  School.  Dr.  George  Singer,  of  the  Central  Nor- 
mal School,  and  Dr.  Frank  Baker,  of  the  Edinboro  Normal  School, 
were  also  present  and  addressed  the  institute.  The  evening  num- 
bers were:  Benjamin  Chapin  as  "Lincoln,"  Balmar's  Kaffir  Boy 
Choir,  and  Sidney  Landon.  We  give  below  a  few  of  the  resolutions 
adopted  at  the  close  of  the  institute: 

Resolutions. 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  teachers  of  Warren  county  assembled  in 
their  fifty-first  annual  institute: 

First,  That  we  affirm  the  resolution  of  last  year,  that  the  greatest 
good  is  derived  from  the  institutes  when  they  are  held  at  this  time 
of  the  year,  and  that  we  desire  to  have  our  next  annual  institute 
before  the  opening  of  school. 

Second,  That  we  recognize  Supt.  R.  B.  Teitrick,  of  the  State  De- 
partment, as  a  most  helpful  and  practical  instructor,  who  makes  the 
teacher  feel  the  dignity  and  sanctity  of  his  profession,  and  inspires 
him  with  the  feeling  that  such  service  is  a  privilege. 

Third,  That  in  the  interesting  and  learned  discussions  of  Dr.  J.  R. 
Street,  upon  vital  topics,  so  important  to  our  work  as  teachers,  we 
feel  that  we  have  received  new  inspiration  and  enthusiasm  that  will 
abide  with  us  and  will  make  us  better  teachers. 
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Fourth,  That  we  recognize  the  able  manner,  in  which  Prof.  Thomas 
J.  Mairs  showed  the  great  value  of  agriculture  training  in  the  public 
schools. 

Fifth,  That  we  have  been  highly  favored  to  have  with  us  Dr.  H.  M. 
Shafer,  of  the  Clarion  State  Normal,  who  from  his  wide  experience 
has  enlightened  the  teachers  on  many  points,  Government,  History 
and  Literature. 

Sixth,  That  it  has  been  a  pleasure  to  listen  to  the  lessons  and  read- 
ings of  Miss  Majorie  Hatmaker,  and  that  we  have  realized  the  value 
of  the  natural  and  unassuming  manner  in  the  reading  and  interpre- 
tation of  literature. 

Seventh,  That  we  return  the  hearty  greetings  of  Dr.  George  Singer, 
of  Lock  Haven  State  Normal,  and  of  Dr.  Frank  Baker,  of  Edinboro 
State  Normal,  who  have  favored  us  with  their  presence. 

Eighth,  That  we  appreciate  the  courtesy  of  Supt.  R.  T.  Adams  for 
his  able  assistance. 

Ninth,  That  we  have  highly  enjoyed  the  musical  work  of  our  insti- 
tute. We  hereby  extend  our  sincere  thanks  to  Prof.  A.  J.  Mooney 
for  his  efficient  and  inspiring  leadership  in  this  part  of  our  program. 
We  wish  to  thank  Mrs.  Martin,  Miss  Swanson,  Miss  Ensign,  Mr. 
Schlaack,  Mr.  Agar,  Mr.  Gill  and  Mr.  Watson  for  the  aid  they  have 
given  in  making  the  musical  program  so  enjoyable.  Also  we  thank 
Mrs.  Yates  for  her  faithful  service  as  our  accompanist.  We 
also  extend  our  thanks  to  the  Hill  Piano  Company  for  the  use  of  the 
piano  during  the  institute. 

Tenth,  That  we  express  our  thanks  to  County  Superintendent  C. 
S.  Knapp  for  his  wise  selection  of  speakers  and  entertainers,  who 
have  afforded  us  a  week  of  both  pleasure  and  profit.  That  we  are  in 
sympathy  with  him  in  his  excellent  work  throughout  the  county, 
and  that  we  pledge  to  him  our  loyal  support. 

The  Annual  Directors'  Convention  was  held  in  the  Court  House, 
Thursday  and  Friday,  November  7th  and  8th.  There  was  a  large 
attendance  and  the  interest  shown  could  hardly  be  surpassed.  The 
directors  of  Warren  county  are  certainly  interested  in  whatever 
may  tend  to  the  physical,  intellectual  and  moral  welfare  of  the  pupils. 
Supt.  J.  W.  Sweeney,  of  Elk  county,  was  present  as  an  instructor 
both  days.  His  first  subject,  "Practical  Helps,"  was  pronounced 
"A  splendid  talk  from  which  we  can  derive  much  benefit."  Dr.  David 
H.  Keller  gave  a  talk  on  "Results  of  Medical  Inspection."  The  Dr. 
has  given  this  subject  much  study  and  knew  whereof  he  spoke.  His 
township  has  been  one  of  the  leaders  in  sanitary  school  conditions. 
The  motto  of  the  Board  is,  "Get  Busy  and  Keep  Busy."  Supt. 
Sweeny  gave  as  his  other  talks  "Consolidation  and  Transportation," 
"The  Selection  of  Teachers  and  Reasonable  Economy."     The  report 
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of  Delegates  to  the  State  Convention  was  given  by  George  Colvin  of 
Warren  borough.  The  important  points  of  the  meeting  were  well 
brought  out,  and  Mr.  Colvin  was  heartily  greeted  at  the  close  of  his 
very  interesting  report. 

The  convention  felt  highly  honored  in  having  present  Deputy  Su- 
perintendent Reed  B.  Teitrick,  of  the  State  Department.  The  direc- 
tors had  heard  of  his  excellent  work  at  the  teachers'  institute  and 
greeted  him  with  hearty  applause.  Dr.  Teitrick's  subjects  were: 
Present  Day  Methods,  Directors'  Duties  and  The  School  Code.  These 
subjects  were  ably  presented  and  have  resulted  in  much  good. 

The  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  resulted  as  follows: 
President,  C.  E.  Ruland,  Conewango  township;  First  Vice  President, 
Dr.  L.  E.  Chapman,  Glade  township.  Second  Vice  President,  Allen 
Marsk,  Kinzua  township;  Secretary,  Williston  P.  Wood,  Grand  Val- 
ley borough;  Treasurer,  Gust  Thelin,  Glade  township.  Dr.  L.  E. 
Chapman,  Chas.  A.  Clark  and  Crawford  Brundage  were  elected  dele- 
gates to  the  State  Convention. 

Local  institutes  were  held  at  Spring  Creek,  Sugar  Grove,  Kinzua, 
Russell,  Tidioute,  Youngsville,  Glade  and  Sheffield.  These  meetings 
were  all  well  attended,  over  one  hundred  being  present  at  some  of 
them.  Besides  local  talent  we  were  favored  with  talks  by  Miss  Fet- 
terolf,  of  the  State  Department,  and  Supt.  J.  W.  Sweeny,  of  Elk 
county. 

Personally,  I  have  visited  every  school  in  the  county  once,  and 
several  of  them  two  or  more  times.  I  attended  all  of  the  local  in- 
stitutes and  the  State  meeting  at  Harrisburg.  It  has  been  a  year  of 
hard  work,  but  has  given  me  much  pleasure  as  I  have  noted  so  many 
improvements  through  the  cooperation  of  teachers  and  directors 
with  me  in  my  work.  I  expect  to  be  able  to  present  to  the  State 
Department  some  time  this  next  year,  photographs  of  many  of  the 
school  grounds  and  buildings  where  improvements  have  geen  made. 
I  express  my  thanks  to  the  State  Department,  to  the  teachers  and 
directors  and  all  who  have  assisted  me  in  my  work. 


WASHINGTON  COUNTY— L.  R.  Crumrine. 


We  are  pleased  to  report  that  the  schools  of  Washington  county 
are  making  progress  in  efficiency.  We  have  just  closed  a  year  of  suc- 
cessful work.  It  has  been  a  year  of  honest,  painstaking  work  on  the 
part  of  teachers  and  directors. 
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While  we  have  reason  to  be  encouraged  with  what  seems  to  us, 
educational  progress,  there  are  weak  places  that  give  us  cause  for 
regret.  In  many  instances  plans  and  recommendations  have  been 
successfully  carried  out,  while  in  others  there  has  been  no  apparent 
attempt  to  remedy,  or  even  to  learn  about  existing  conditions.  In 
the  rural  schools,  the  best  results  are  obtained  where  the  good  teacher 
is  retained  in  the  same  school  year  after  year.  The  policy  of 
changing  teachers  about  from  place  to  place  in  a  district  is  a  costly 
one  to  teachers  and  pupils  alike,  for  it  deprives  both  of  the  mutual 
experience  and  knowledge  of  each  other.  Permanency  of  position  is 
almost  as  good  an  inducement  in  retaining  teachers  as  good  salary. 
If  all  districts  would  adopt  the  policy  of  retaining  good  teachers 
in  the  same  position  as  long  as  they  are  Avilling  to  stay  and  rejecting 
poor,  indifferent  teachers  altogether,  the  conditions  for  doing  effi- 
cient work  would  be  much  improved. 

Closer  Supervision. 

We  are  greatly  in  need  of  township  supervising  principals.  One 
person,  attempting  to  supervise  six  hundred  seventy-five  schools, 
cannot  hope  to  keep  in  his  field  of  vision  every  school  house,  every 
teacher,  every  branch  of  study.  We  have  had  clearly  demonstrated 
in  some  of  the  districts  that  competent  supervision  has  enhanced 
the  efficiency  of  the  school  more  than  one  hundred  per  cent.  The 
boroughs  have  solved  this  problem  and  appreciate  the  value  of  such 
supervision,  but  in  many  of  the  rural  districts,  the  sentiment  in 
favor  of  this  movement  has  been  of  slow  growth. 

Closing  Small  Schools. 

We  have  visited  a  number  of  small  schools,  with  an  attendance  of 
from  six  to  ten  pupils  and  but  few  more  on  the  roll.  The  plan  of 
keeping  these  small  schools  open  is  very  expensive  to  the  taxpayers 
and  a  waste  of  energy  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  in  charge.  What 
to  do  with  the  small  schools,  is  a  question  in  connection  with  the 
rural  school  problem  which  should  engage  the  attention  of  direc- 
tors. 

The  consolidation  idea,  with  free  transportation  of  pupils  seems 
to  offer  the  solution.  Two  districts,  Independence  and  Centerville, 
provided  transportation  for  pupils  in  two  of  their  schools  during 
the  past  year.  It  is  only  a  question  of  a  short  time  until  other  dis- 
tricts will  follow  this  example. 

Teaching  of  Agriculture. 

Some  of  our  progressive  school  districts  have  adopted  elementary 
agriculture  and  are  requiring  the  subject  to  be  taught  in  the  rural 
schools.     This  is  a  commendable  move,  as  here  is  the  place  to  in- 
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culcate  a  love  for  country  life,  and  an  appreciation  of  the  dignity 
of  agricultural  pursuits.  The  greatest  drawback  at  present  is  the 
teachers'  lack  of  knowledge  in  the  presentation  of  the  subject.  This 
difficulty  will  be  overcome  in  time.  We  know  of  some  teachers  who 
have  already  solved  the  problem  of  tardiness  and  irregular  attend- 
ance through  interest  created  by  this  subject.  To  connect  the  school 
with  real  life  and  make  the  value  and  need  of  schooling  the  more 
apparent  is  one  of  the  chief  reasons  for  teaching  agriculture. 

Manual  Training  and  Domestic  Science. 

Not  many  of  our  districts  have  done  much  in  the  matter  of  intro- 
ducing manual  training  and  domestic  science.  Two  districts,  East 
Washington  and  Ellsworth,  made  a  start  this  year,  the  former  dis- 
trict by  introducing  manual  training,  and  the  latter  manual  train- 
ing and  domestic  science.  The  work  done  is  most  commendable. 
In  both  places  the  people  are  enthusiastic  over  the  action  taken  by 
the  board.  The  teachers  and  the  pupils  are  deeply  interested  in 
the  work,  and  nothing  is  seemingly  lost  to  the  other  subjects  by 
reason  of  the  time  given  to  these  important  subjects.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  in  the  near  future  other  districts  will  act,  and  equip  de- 
partments in  these  two  important  lines  of  work. 

The  directors  of  Ellsworth  and  Cokeburg  are  to  be  highly  com- 
mended for  their  action  in  consolidating  the  school  affairs  of  the 
two  districts  and  placing  them  under  one  supervising  principal. 
They  have  thus  become  the  pioneers  in  providing  a  system  of  educa- 
tion well  adapted  to  the  industrial  community  in  which  they  are 
located.  The  young  people  in  these  two  districts  are  getting  what 
they  most  need,  training  along  lines  of  work  best  adapted  to  their 
vocations  in  later  life.  Ellsworth  is  destined  to  become  the  Mecca 
for  persons  interested  in  the  investigation  of  a  school  system  well 
adapted  to  mining  centers. 

Educational  Meetings. 

Local  educational  meetings  were  representative  of  the  spirit  of 
progress  in  the  communities  in  which  they  were  held.  In  most  cases 
where  such  meetings  were  held  they  contributed  in  no  small  degree 
toward  making  the  schools  better  and  the  school  sentiment  more 
progressive. 

The  Principals'  Round  Table  of  the  county  had  one  of  the  most 
successful  years  in  the  history  of  the  organization.  Four  meetings 
were  held  during  the  year.  The  large  attendance,  and  the  interest 
manifested  by  our  principals  and  high  school  teachers  in  taking  an 
active  part  in  the  work  of  the  organization  has  never  been  surpassed. 
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An  innovation  of  the  year  was  the  banquet  held  at  the  last  meeting. 
Thirty  members  were  present.  Addresses  were  made  by  Mrs.  Mary 
G.  Noss  and  Dr.  C.  B.  Robertson. 

The  attendance  during  the  two  day  sessions  of  the  school  of 
methods,  held  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  term,  was  beyond  our  ex- 
pectation. The  meeting  was  originally  planned  for  teachers  of  one 
year's  experience  or  less.  The  call  was  responded  to  by  a  majority 
of  the  teachers  of  this  class,  and  by  many  of  the  more  experienced 
teachers  who  are  ever  alert  to  accept  every  opportunity  for  pro- 
fessional improvement.  More  than  300  teachers  attended  the  dif- 
ferent sessions.  The  problems  that  confront  the  teacher  at  the 
opening  of  the  term  were  subjects  for  discussion.  The  instructors 
were  Dr.  J.  B.  Richey,  Miss  Anna  B.  Thomas,  P.  W.  McVay,  and 
Prof.  W.  B.  Hertzog. 

The  County  Institute  was  attended  by  all  teachers  of  the  county 
except  fifteen;  these  were  kept  away  on  account  of  sickness.     Like 
.  all  previous  meetings,  this  was  the  best  that  was  ever  held  in  the 
county. 

Buildings. 
The  following  districts  have  completed  new  buildings  since  our 
last  report:  Canton,  North  Charleroi,  Claysville,  Ellsworth,  West 
Bethlehem,  Chartiers,  Hanover  and  East  Pike  Run,  Peters  township, 
Smith  township,  and  Centreville  borough  have  begun  the  erection  of 
new  buildings  that  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  at  the  opening  of 
the  next  school  term. 

High  Schools. 
Our  county  can  now  boast  of  having  twenty-four  high  schools.  In 
twenty-two  high  schools  under  the  supervision  of  the  County  Super- 
intendent, seven  hundred  eighty-nine  pupils  received  instruction 
during  the  past  year.  From  these  schools  were  graduated  this  year, 
one  hundred  fifty-nine  young  men  and  women.  Ellsworth  and 
Hopewell  districts  established  high  schools  this  year.  The  only  es- 
sential yet  needed  in  other  districts  is  a  school  sentiment  strong 
enough  to  demand,  patronize  and  support  such  a  school.  The  gen- 
eral result  of  the  rural  high  school  is  to  elevate,  enrich  and  dignify 
country  life. 

Certificate  of  Award. 

More  than  nine  hundred  pupils  received  certificates  of  award  last 
year  for  regular  and  punctual  attendance,  a  record  that  has  never 
been  equaled  in  our  county.  We  were  much  pleased  by  the  interest 
created  among  the  young  people  in  their  efforts  to  secure  these  certi- 
ficates, and  next  year  we  look  for  a  better  showing. 
11 
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We  again  thank  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  the  help 
given  us,  and  the  press  of  the  county  for  the  assistance  rendered  in 
furthering  the  cause  of  education,  and  the  public  in  general  for  the 
many  courtesies  received. 


WAYNE  COUNTY— J.  J.  KOEHLER. 


During  the  past  school  year  the  various  school  agencies  of  the 
county  made  a  conscientious  effort  for  greater  efficiency  and  progress. 
Teachers  are  spending  more  time  in  preparing  for  their  work  and  are 
constantly  improving  in  scholarship  and  professional  zeal.  These 
things  have  their  corresponding  effects  upon  our  schools. 

Northing  has  done  more  toward  unifying  our  school  work  than  the 
State  Course  of  Study.  We  are  also  using  a  county  outline  in  the 
rural  schools.  Definite  requirements  bring  definite  results.  This 
is  especially  true  of  inexperienced  teachers  who  are  generally  uncer- 
tain in  deciding  between  essentials  and  non-essentials. 

An  epidemic  of  smallpox  prevails  in  one  section  of  the  county 
which  materially  interfered  with  school  work  in  the  fall.  The  dis- 
ease was  in  a  light  form  and  no  deaths  among  the  school  population 
were  reported.  The  mild  winter  enabled  smaller  pupils  in  sparsely 
settled  sub-districts  to  attend  school  unusually  regularly. 

The  Smith  and  Waterbury  Heating  and  Ventilating  Systems  dis- 
placed the  ordinary  stoves  in  some  of  the  one-room  school  buildings 
in  Clinton,  Salem,  Dyberry  and  Texas  townships.  They  were  in- 
stalled too  late,  in  many  instances,  in  the  school  year  to  be  thor- 
oughly tried  out  and  no  conclusive  report  can  be  made  at  present  of 
their  worth.  However,  the  progress  of  the  times  has  made  it  almost 
mandatory  for  school  boards  to  furnish  heating  and  ventilation  in 
our  country  schools  other  than  the  old  kind  of  stove  and  the  lower- 
ing of  windows. 

The  highest  tax  levy  was  in  the  districts  of  Hawley  and  Scott, 
being  13  mills ;  the  lowest,  in  Lebanon,  being  3^  mills. 

In  May  the  school  board  of  Clinton  township  (whose  residents  are 
mainly  occupied  in  agricultural  pursuits),  voted  to  raise  the  school 
term  to  eight  months.  Lehigh  is  the  only  township  with  a  school 
term  of  nine  months. 

A  large  number  of  school  libraries  were  replenished.  School  en- 
tertainments were  usually  the  direct  means  of  securing  the  money. 
The  teachers  of  Honesdale  took  up  a  subscription  for  a  library  fund 
and  in  a  remarkably  brief  time  raised  more  than  f 600  from  the  towns- 
people. 
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No  new  school  buildings  were  erected  but  a  large  number  of  rural 
school  buildings  were  repaired  and  made  neat  and  comfortable. 
The  school  board  of  Berlin  township  voted  to  erect  a  new  modern 
three-room  graded  school  building.  This  building  is  to  take  the 
place  of  five  country  schools. 

Our  high  schools  are  doing  effective  work  and  are  a  great  educa- 
tional factor  in  the  communities  in  which  they  are  located.  We 
have  fifteen  standard  high  schools  and,  with  several  exceptions,  they 
are  distributed  very  well  over  the  county.  There  is  only  one  town- 
ship beyond  a  reasonable  distance  from  a  high  school.  The  attend- 
ance of  pupils  is  excellent.  A  large  proportion  of  township  high 
school  graduates  enter  the  profession  of  teaching.  More  than  one 
hundred  pupils  studied  agriculture.  In  some  high  schools,  the  sub- 
ject was  treated  in  rather  a  bookish  form,  but  in  several  high  schools 
real  practical  agriculture  was  taught  and  encouraging  results  were 
obtained. 

The  County  Spelling  Contest  proved  very  effective  in  arousing  an 
interest  in  spelling.  After  the  pupils  in  the  various  districts  had 
made  a  thorough  study  of  the  1,500  words  published  by  the  County 
Committee  of  teachers  selected  for  that  purpose,  district  contests 
were  conducted  during  the  latter  part  of  October.  The  winners  of 
the  district  contests  came  to  the  County  Institute  to  receive  appro- 
priate spelling  diplomas. 

The  diplomas  were  presented  by  Hon.  W.  D.  B.  Ainey,  U.  S.  Repre- 
sentative of  the  Fourteenth  Congressional  district,  who  delivered 
an  excellent  address  for  the  occasion.  In  the  county  contest  five 
pupils  made  perfect  marks  in  the  written  contest,  and  in  the  oral 
contest  four  pupils  spelled  the  1,500  words  correctly.  These  were 
presented  with  a  set  of  Carpenter's  Geographical  Readers  and  other 
books  of  value.  A  small  admission  was  charged  at  the  County  Con- 
test and  a  large  audience  was  present. 

The  teachers'  reading  course  consisted  of  Dicken's  "Tale  of  Two 
Cities,"  Colgrove's  "The  Teacher  and  the  School,"  and  Sabin's  "Com- 
mon Sense  Didactics."  In  several  townships  the  teachers  organ- 
ized themselves  into  reading  clubs  and  held  regular  bi-weekly  meet- 
ings to  study  and  discuss  the  contents  of  these  books.  Parts  of  those 
texts  formed  the  basis  for  much  of  our  local  institute  work  in  the 
townships. 

Of  the  246  teachers  employed,  202  were  ladies  and  44  gentlemen; 
11  are  college  graduates,  73  hold  State  Normal  diplomas,  1  holds  a 
State  certificate,  28  hold  county  permanent  certificates,  42  hold  pro- 
fessional certificates,  and  91  hold  provisional  certificates.  The  be- 
ginner teachers  numbered  42.  Approximately  200  eighth  'grade 
pupils  took  the  common  school  examinations  and  160  of  these  appli- 
cants were  granted  common  school  diplomas. 
11—7—1913. 
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Three-hundred  three  visits  to  schools  were  made  by  the  county 
superintendent  and  27  educational  meetings  were  either  conducted, 
or  attended  by  him. 

There  were  172  applicants  for  teachers  certificates,  of  whom  43 
were  granted  professional  certificates,  94  provisional  certificates  and 
35  were  rejected.  However,  of  the  professional  certificates  granted, 
28  were  renewals  of  old  certificates  upon  examination  of  the  appli- 
cants in  two  extra  branches  and  two  books  in  pedagogy  as  specified 
in  the  School  Code.  Ten  certificates  in  special  subjects  were  granted 
to  high  school  teachers. 

Nearly  all  of  the  applicants  for  teachers'  certificates  are  high 
school  graduates. 

December  20th  and  February  14th  were  observed  as  Patrons'  Days. 
Special  programs  were  prepared  and  rendered  in  the  schools  of  the 
county  and  invitations  were  sent  to  the  patrons.  School  work  of 
various  kinds  was  displayed  for  inspection. 

Eleven  district  institutes  were  held  besides  a  number  of  extra  local 
teachers'  meetings.  These  meetings  were  always  well  attended  by 
the  teachers.  Summer  schools  for  teachers  were  conducted  at  Hon- 
esdale,  Ariel  and  Lakewood. 

The  Annual  County  Institute  was  held  at  Honesdale  beginning 
November  11th.  The  instructors  were  Deputy  State  Supt.  Reed  B. 
Teitrick,  Dr.  O.  L.  Warren,  Dr.  C.  T.  MacFarlane,  Miss  Rose  Fet- 
terolf,  Prof.  L.  H.  Dennis  and  Prof.  John  T.  Watkins.  The  chief 
lines  of  discussion  were  school  management,  methods,  reading,  geo- 
graphy, drawing  and  agriculture.  The  work  was  practical  and  many 
suggestions  given  by  the  instructors  could  be  seen  applied  by  the 
teachers  in  their  schools.  The  attendance  of  teachers  was  almost 
perfect  with  scarcely  any  tardiness.  The  public  patronized  the 
sessions  very  well.  Enthusiasm  prevailed  during  the  entire  week. 
The  attitude  of  the  teachers  for  institute  work  is  gratifying  and  their 
desire  to  be  benefited  professionally  and  socially  is  commendable. 
The  evening  numbers  were  as  follows:  Monday, — High  School  Lit- 
erary Contest;  Tuesday,— "Uncle  Sam's  Folks,"  by  Alton  Packard, 
Cartoonist  and  Humorist;  Wednesday, — Instrumental  and  vocal 
music  by  the  Hartfords,  a  male  quartette;  Thursday, — "America 
Facing  the  Far  East,"  by  Dr.  John  Merritte  Driver,  Lecturer.  The 
institute  was  very  successful  from  both  an  educational  and  financial 
standpoint. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  County  Directors'  Association  was 
held  during  the  latter  part  of  institute  week.  The  directors  and 
teachers  met  in  joint  sessions  Thursday  afternoon  and  evening, 
but  held  separate  sessions  on  Friday  morning.  One  hundred  ten 
of  a  total  of  one  hundred  fifty  directors  were  present,  and  sixty-eight 
consisted  of  new  members.       Prof.   O.   L.   Warren  presented   "My 
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School  Experiences,"  and  Supt.  R.  B.  Teitrick  delivered  two  excellent 
and  inspiring  lectures  on  "My  Boy's  Teacher/'  and  "Directors'  Prob- 
lems." Reuben  Lancaster,  speaking  for  the  delegates  to  the  State 
convention,  summed  up  in  a  complete  report  the  work  of  the  con- 
vention. Dr.  A.  J.  Simons  and  J.  A.  Brown,  local  members,  opened 
the  general  discussion  on  "Reminders  for  School  Directors."  This 
series  of  talks  had  the  desired  effect  on  school  directors  and  made 
them  realize  that  they  are  an  important  factor  in  the  success  of  the 
public  schools. 

The  County  Teachers'  Association  held  its  semi-annual  meetings 
at  Ariel  and  Pleasant  Mt.  Dr.  Smith  Burnham  of  West  Chester  de- 
livered two  lectures  at  the  fall  meeting  and  Dr.  J.  George  Becht, 
Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Education,  delivered  a  lecture  at 
the  spring  meeting.  Both  educators  inspired  the  teacher  with  re- 
newed zeal  for  school  work  and  left  a  healthy  school  spirit  with  the 
numerous  patrons  in  attendance. 

In  submitting  this  report,  we  desire  to  express  our  appreciation 
for  the  kind  assistance  from  the  county  press  in  everything  uplift- 
ing in  education,  and  for  the  hearty  co-operation  of  teachers,  direc- 
tors and  patrons. 


WESTMORELAND  COUNTY— Robt.  C.  Shaw. 


The  schools  of  our  county  made  rapid  strides  toward  greater  effi- 
ciency during  the  year  just  closed.  The  attendance  was  good  with 
nothing  interfering  except  an  epidemic  of  measles  and  whooping 
cough  which  affected  the  lower  grades  of  our  schools  and  thi,s  for  a 
short  time  only.  A  good  school  spirit  prevailed  everywhere.  Direc- 
tors, supervisors  and  teachers  worked  harmoniously — all  interested 
in  the  betterment  of  the  schools.  A  great  deal  of  interest  is  being 
shown  in  the  improvement  of  the  physical  conditions  surrounding 
our  schools.  Modern  systems  of  heating  and  ventilating  are  taking 
the  place  of  the  former  bad  systems.  Medical  inspection  is  revealing 
the  causes  of  many  physical  defects  in  children.  A  remedy  is  sought 
at  once  for  to  better  conditions  and  so  prevent  such  defects.  The 
following  districts  erected  beautiful  and  commodious  buildings; 
Arnold,  Derry  borough,  Export,  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  New  Alex- 
andria, Parnassus  and  Penn.  These  are  all  of  the  most  modern  style 
of  architecture  accepted  by  the  State  Board  of  Education.  They  all 
are  heated,  lighted  and  ventilated  so  as  to  meet  all  the  requirements 
of  the  Code. 
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Mt.  Pleasant  township  high  school  building  is  situated  in  the  coun- 
try, somewhat  remote  from  any  town,  has  its  own  electric  plant, 
water  system  throughout  the  building,  large  auditorium,— seating 
capacity  of  five  hundred,  large  library  of  about  thirteen  hundred  vol- 
umes, science  rooms  equipped  with  two  thousand  dollars  worth  of 
apparatus,  and  rooms  well  equipped  for  commercial  courses.  It  is 
certainly  a  credit  to  our  county. 

Our  high  schools  continue  to  grow  at  a  very  rapid  rate.  While  the 
standard  of  admission  has  been  raised  gradually,  yet  the  number  of 
pupils  qualifying  increases  tremendously.  On  account  of  this  growth 
many  of  our  high  school  buildings  are  crowded  until  they  are  too 
small  to  accommodate  all  the  pupils.  As  a  result  the  constructing  and 
equipping  of  adequate  buildings  must  necessarily  be  some  of  the  most 
difficult  problems  for  our  school  boards.  Courses  in  manual  training 
and  domestic  science  together  with  the  work  of  agriculture  are  being 
added  in  many  districts.  The  patrons  of  our  schools  are  demanding 
these  additional  courses. 

A  course  of  study  has  been  prepared  by  the  township  principals 
and  county  superintendent.  The  course  is  based  upon  the  State 
course.  The  aim  of  those  preparing  the  course  has  been  to  suit  it  to 
our  local  needs  as  nearly  as  possible.  More  interest  than  ever  before 
was  shown  in  all  our  educational  meetings  from  the  district  institute 
to  the  meeting  of  the  State  Educational  Association,  where  more  of 
our  teachers  enrolled  than  in  any  previous  year. 

Nearly  all  our  townships  held  institutes  regularly.  In  most  of 
these  the  teachers  showed  great  interest.  Much  good  is  being  done  in 
these  educational  meetings.  Our  township  principals  met  with  the 
superintendent  once  a  month  during  the  school  year.  In  addition 
to  the  work  of  preparing  the  course  of  study,  all  matters  of  interest 
to  the  principals  were  discussed  fully.  In  this  way  we  were  of  much 
mutual  help. 

Our  Superintendents  and  Principals'  Association  met  four  times 
during  the  year,  closing  with  a  banquet  April  19;  at  which  more  than 
one  hundred  were  present.  At  our  last  meeting  the  name  of  our 
association  was  changed  from  the  Westmoreland  Superintendents 
and  Principals'  Association  to  the  "Teachers'  Association  of  West- 
moreland County."  The  change  was  made  so  as  to  admit  to  member- 
ship any  one  actually  engaged  in  school  work  in  the  county.  As  a 
result  of  the  change  a  large  number  of  our  teachers  are  enrolling  for 
the  coming  year.     An  enrollment  fee  of  fifty  cents  is  charged. 

The  professional  spirit  continues  to  grow.  Many  of  our  teachers 
were  in  special  training  schools  during  the  summer. 

Our  yearly  session  of  the  School  of  Methods  was  held  in  Greensburg 
Aug.  19-23.  Nearly  four  hundred  teachers  and  a  number  of  visitors 
attended.     The  interest  was  very  good.     The  work  was  especially 
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for  young  teachers  of  no  experience  and  of  one  year's  experience. 
Nearly  all  of  these  employed  in  our  county  were  present.  The  fol- 
lowing instructors  were  present  in  addition  to  those  of  our  own 
county. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Shoemaker,  Lock  Haven. 

Miss  Cannie  Miller,  Du  Bois. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Rickey,  McKeesport. 

Dr.  Sheldon,  Pittsburgh  University. 

Dr.  C.  B.  Robertson,  Pittsburgh  University. 

Our  county  institute  was  one  of  the  best  ever  held  in  the  county. 
The  following  instructors  were  present  in  the  institute: 

Dr.  Howard  Griggs,  New  York. 

Dr.  Lincoln  Hulley,  DeLand,  Florida. 

Supt.  Reed  B.  Teitrick,  Harrisburg. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Rickey,  McKeesport. 

Prof.  Robt.  J.  McDowell  (music),  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Mr.  Earl  Yearsley  (soloist),  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Evening  Entertainments. 

Lee  Francis  Lybarger,  Philadelphia. 
Dixie  Chorus. 

Dr.  Edward  Howard  Griggs,  New  York. 
Dr.  John  Merritt  Driver,  Chicago. 
Music  Makers. 

Directors'  Convention — Thursday  Forenoon. 

9:15  Devotional  exercises,  Dr.  S.  B.  Mase,  Greensburg. 

9 :25  President's  Address,  J.  R.  Silvis,  Esq. 

9:50  Agriculture  in  County  Schools,  Supt.  Reed  B.  Teitrick. 

10 :20  Discussion  opened  by  Hon.  L.  L.  Lowe,  Youngwood  borough, 
followed  by  John  C.  Giffen,  Derry  township. 

10:50  Paper — Duties  of  Directors  in  the  Selection  of  Teachers, 
Supt.  S.  E.  Downs,  Latrobe.  Discussion  opened  by  C.  H.  Dils,  of 
Monessen  borough. 

At  1 :30  the  Directors  met  with  the  teachers  in  Institute. 

Friday  Forenoon,  December  20,  9:15  to  11:40. 

9:15  Devotional  exercises,  Rev.  E.  D.  Bright. 

9:25  Educational  address,  Dr.  Edward  Howard  Griggs. 

9:55  Paper — Improvement  of  School  Properties.  Mr.  W.  E.  Evans, 
Principal  Unity  township.  Discussion  opened  by  Dr.  E.  E.  McAdoo, 
of  Ligonier  borough,  followed  by  Mr.  R.  A.  Dornon,  of  New  Alexan- 
dria borough,  and  Mr.  O.  H.  Warnock,  of  North  Huntingdon  town 
ship. 
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Afternoon. 

1:30  Educational  address.     Dr.  Lincoln  Hulley. 

2:00  Paper — Suggesting  Amendments  to  the  School  Code.  Geo.  W. 
Flowers,  Esq.,  of  Irwin  borough.  Discussion  opened  by  Robt.  Skemp, 
of  Scotdale  borough,  followed  by  J.  A.  Stevenson,  of  Mt.  Pleasant 
borough. 

Question  Box,  opened  by  Chairman.    ' 

In  conclusion  we  wish  to  thank  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion and  all  others  who  so  generously  rendered  their  services  in  our 
behalf. 


WYOMING  COUNTY— Frank  H.  Jarvis. 


The  year  1912-13  has  been  a  pleasant  and  profitable  one  for 
Wyoming  county  schools.  In  general,  the  teaching  has  been  strong 
and  progressive  and  the  results  have  been  all  that  could  be  reason- 
ably hoped  for.  Out  of  the  forty-seven  eighth  grade  pupils  in  the 
county,  recommended  to  take  the  final  examinations,  twenty-eight 
were  successful  in  receiving  county  diplomas. 

We  have  three  township  and  five  borough  high  schools.  That  the 
boys  and  girls  appreciate  the  advantage  given  them  is  shown  by 
the  fact  that  the  high  school  enrollment  in  the  county  has  increased 
S2  per  cent,  in  the  last  six  years. 

Although  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  teachers  and  pupils  seemed 
to  be  the  guiding  thought  in  the  minds  of  our  school  boards,  a  few 
of  the  districts  failed  to  permit  medical  inspection  of  the  children. 
Possibly  it  may  not  be  known  that  in  all  fourth-class  districts,  and 
we  have  only  such,  the  State  pays  all  the  expense  connected  with 
medical  inspection. 

The  closets  generally  received  their  share  of  attention.  More  up- 
to-date  text  books  and  a  better  grade  of  supplies  are  being  placed  in 
the  schools.  Agricultural  text-books  were  put  in  several  of  the  rural 
schools  as  well  as  in  the  high  schools.  Sanitary  drinking  spigots 
and  water  fountains  were  placed  in  several  buildings.  Supplemen- 
tary readers  were  furnished  in  the  lower  grades  by  some  boards  and 
a  system  of  writing  was  installed  in  some  townships  and  in  Tunk- 
hannock  borough.  Good  pictures  found  a  place  on  the  walls  of  some 
rooms  which  added  greatly  to  their  attractiveness  and  are  of  ines- 
timable value  to  the  pupils. 
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The  annual  county  institute  convened  during  the  week  of  December 
9,  1912.  All  the  teachers  in  the  county  were  present  except  Miss 
Kathryn  Harding,  of  Nicholson  borough,  who  was  absent  on  account 
of  sickness.  The  institute  was  a  complete  success,  equal  to  if  not 
surpassing  all  former  ones.  The  day  instructors  were  at  their  best 
and  proved  helpful  to  our  teachers.  From  reports  gathered,  it  ap- 
peared that  all  were  popular,  including  the  following:  Dr.  N.  C. 
Schaeffer,  Edward  F.  Bigelow,  Dr.  Andrew  T.  Smith,  Prof.  G.  C. 
Walburn,  Dr.  T.  I.  Mairs  and  Dr.  Stanley  L.  Krebs.  The  evening 
attractions  were  of  the  highest  type  and  were  highly  appreciated  by 
the  large  audience  at  each  entertainment. 

The  School  Directors'  Association  held  its  annual  meeting  in  the 
Grange  Hall  during  the  week.  The  sessions  lasted  two  days.  A  very 
successful  meeting  it  was  too.  The  following  officers  were  elected: 
President,  F.  S.  Harding,  of  Eaton  township;  first  vice-president, 
J.  C.  Bowman,  of  Meshoppen;  second  vice-president,  T.  K.  Farr,  of 
Forkston ;  treasurer,  J.  P.  Dix,  of  Lemon ;  secretary,  W.  H.  Shupp,  of 
Factoryville;  Dr.  W.  M.  Cress  and  H.  P.  Bunnell  were  selected  as 
delegates  to  the  State  Convention. 

The  second  annual  contest  in  spelling  was  held  Friday  evening, 
March  14,  in  Tunkhanock.  The  house  was  well  filled  and  the  inter- 
est was  great  from  beginning  to  end,  though  the  session  lasted  until 
nearly  11  P.  M.  The  details  had  been  carefully  arranged  by  Profs. 
Hoover  and  Robinson,  of  the  Tunkhannock  high  school.  The  words 
were  pronounced  by  Prof.  Dennis  D.  Wright,  of  Noxen  high  school, 
and  the  rapid  addition  contest  was  conducted  by  Prof.  Robinson. 
B.  W.  Lewis,  Esq.,  V.  H.  Lyman  and  Miss  Eulalie  M.  Piatt  were  the 
judges. 

A  rapid  addition  contest  followed  the  spelling  contest  and  the  con- 
testants, though  all  comparatively  young,  showed  great  proficiency 
and  rapidity  in  adding.  At  the  close  the  winners  were  announced 
and  the  prizes  given  as  follows: 

High  school  spelling  contest:  First  prize,  Alice  Carter,  Laceyville, 
a  gold  watch,  Waltham  movement;  second  prize,  Hazel  Sanford, 
Tunkhannock  borough,  Works  of  Robert  Louis  Stevenson,  10  volumes ; 
third  prize,  Ella  Carter,  Laceyville,  Masterpieces  of  Wit  and  Humor, 
6  volumes ;  fourth  prize,  Sadie  Vangorden,  Meshoppen  borough,  Web- 
ster's Academic  Dictionary. 

Grade  spelling  contest:  First  prize,  Agnes  Dymond,  LaGrange,  a 
gold  watch,  Waltham  movement;  second  prize,  Leah  Brown,  Field's 
Brook,  Nicholson  township,  Kipling's  Works,  10  volumes;  third 
prize,  Mary  Gregory,  Lake  Winola,  Everybody's  Encyclopedia,  5  vol- 
umes; fourth,  Roy  Wintermute,  of  Forkston,  Masterpieces  of  the 
World's  Best  Literature,  8  volumes. 
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Eapid  addition  contest:  First  prize,  Burton  Dana,  Castle  School, 
Eaton  township,  Webster's  New  International  Dictionary;  second, 
Elizabeth  Stonier,  of  Tunkhannock  borough,  Carpenter's  Geographi- 
cal Readers,  6  volumes;  third,  Loretta  Shaffer,  Eaton  township,  Stu- 
dents' Enclycopedia,  2  volumes;  fourth,  Marie  Piatt,  Tunkhannock 
borough,  Life  of  Lincoln,  2  volumes. 

The  third  annual  contest  instituted  by  the  Citizens'  National  Bank 
of  Tunkhannock  was  held  at  the  court  house  on  Friday  evening, 
March  28,  1913,  and  was  the  best  of  the  series.  The  young  people 
who  had  parts  were  thoroughly  drilled,  and  the  speaking  showed  that 
the  effort  upon  the  part  of  the  bank  to  induce  improvement  in  that 
line  is  bearing  fruit.  In  memorizing,  in  gestures,  in  enunciation  and 
in  poise  the  participants  were  more  nearly  equal  than  in  the  two 
previous  years.  Prof.  C.  W.  Hoover,  of  Tunkhannock  high  school, 
presided  over  the  contest,  and  Revs.  F.  B.  Newman  and  L.  E.  San- 
ford  and  Judge  Chas.  E.  Terry  acted  as  judges.  The  following  is  a 
list  of  those  who  took  part  and  the  selections  they  had  chosen:  Ethel 
M.  Beaumont,  Laceyville  high  school,  "The  Other  Wise  Man" ;  Dru- 
cella  Lutes,  Beaumont  high  school,  "Ben  Thomas'  Trial";  Dorothy 
Decker,  Mehoopany  high  school,  "Bobby  Shaftoe";  Hilda  Colt,  Mes- 
hoppen  high  school,  "The  Mustard  Plaster";  Willet  Hunt,  Nicholson 
high  school,  "Bobby  Shaftoe";  Junia  Carpenter,  Tunkhannock  high 
school,  "Sombre" ;  Madonna  Harris,  Laceyville  high  school,  "Patsy" ; 
Donald  Sheehan,  Mehoopany  high  school,  "The  Unknown  Speaker"; 
Louise  Hahn,  Meshoppen  high  school,  "Judith  of  '61";  Bernice  Strick- 
land, Nicholson  high  school,  "The  Swan  Song";  Sterling  Swetland, 
Tunkhannock  high  school,  "Liberty  or  Death."  At  the  close  of  the 
speaking  the  judges  retired  for  consultation.  Presently  Rev.  Mr. 
Newman  came  in  and,  after  stating  the  difficulty  of  deciding  between 
contestants  where  the  merits  were  so  nearly  equal,  announced  the 
winners,  as  follows:  First  prize,  $25  in  gold,  to  Miss  Bernice  Strick- 
land, of  Nicholson;  second  prize,  $15  in  gold,  Miss  Drucella  Lutes,  of 
Beaumont;  third  prize,  $10  in  gold,  Miss  Madonna  Harris,  Laceyville. 

Following  are  some  of  the  miscellaneous  improvements  made  dur- 
ing the  year : 

Braintrim:  Ventilators  were  put  in  the  building  on  Lacey  street, 
by  the  school  board. 

Clinton:  Interior  of  Glenn  school  house  was  painted,  cost  $32.10. 
The  teacher  held  a  box  social  and  raised  the  money.  Interior  of 
building  at  Timnell  was  painted  and  exterior  improved  by  order  of 
the  school  board. 

Eaton:  New  floor,  black  board  painted  at  South  Eaton.  Neces- 
sary improvements  were  made  at  Sugar  HoIIoav  school.  Castle  school 
added  pictures.     Also  money  was  raised  by  entertainment  given  by 
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pupils  to  paper  school  house.  School  board  repaired  school  house 
and  outbuildings.  Eatonville  school  house  was  supplied  with  new 
curtains. 

Factoryville  borough:  Fire  escapes  were  erected,  pictures  sup- 
plied. The  school  gave  an  entertainment  raised  $40.00  with  which 
new  books  were  bought  and  added  to  the  library  of  the  school. 

Falls:  White's  Ferry  school,  new  coal  house  built  and  some  little 
repairs  on  school  building  and  toilets  by  board. 

Glendale:  NeAv  clock  and  flag  paid  for  by  funds  raised  from  enter- 
tainment by  school.  New  stove,  house  reshingled  and  outbuildings 
repaired  by  order  of  the  board. 

Mill  City  school  held  a  social  raising  money  with  which  a  book- 
case and  dictionary  were  supplied.     School  house  repaired  by  board. 
Pine  Grove  school:     Black  board  painted  by  order  of  board. 
Forkston:    Forkston  primary,  new  floor  and  room  papered  by  order 
of  board. 

Lemon:    East  Lemon  about  $8.00  raised  by  entertainment. 
Meshoppen      Township:     Scranton      Corners     purchased      organ. 
Teacher  and  pupils  raised  $23.00  by  socials. 

Monroe:  Beaumont  Primary,  four  gasoline  lamps  for  chapel. 
$24.00  raised  by  social. 

Nicholson  Borough:  Steam  heat,  city  water,  electric  lights.  Cost 
about  $4000.  by  order  of  Board. 

Nicholson  Township :  West  Nicholson,  Globe  12  in  diameter  bought 
by  pupils,  money  raised  by  Social. 

Fields  Brook,  Dictionary,  curtains  $12.00  by  Social. 
Northumberland:     Gallup  Temple  Organ,  Clock,  New  floor  and  roof 
and  fence  $38.00  for  organ  and  clock,   raised  by  school.     Rest  by 
order  of  board. 

Noxen:  Delia  M.  Cooke,  Piano,  raised  $25.00  Tag  day,  planted 
trees,  painting  school  house  and  material  $190.00  by  Board. 

Overfield:  Beech  Grove,  flag  and  library  books,  $6.00  raised  by  en- 
tertainment. 

Block:     Bell  for  school  $12.00  raised  by  Social. 
Lake  School:     Window  shades  supplied  by  Social. 
Tunkhannock  Township:     Bardwell  school,  interior  of  room  im- 
proved new  organ,  clock,  globe,  Enclycopedia  set  $18.00  raised  by 
Social. 

Shupp  Hill:     New  floor  by  board.     New  shades  $10.00  by  Social. 
Tunkhannock  Borough :     Telephones,  new  individual  desks,  electric 
lights,  pencil  sharpeners,  pictures  by  order  of  Board. 

Washington  :     Vose  school,  black  boards  painted  by  order  of  Board. 
The  school  has  no  business  to  encroach  too  much  on  the  home.     The 
true  way  is  for  the  school  and  the  home  to  co-operate  and  not  to  an- 
tagonize each  other.     In  some  parts  of  the  country  a  wholesome  sys- 
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tern  is  being  adopted  under  which  the  school  teachers  keep  track  of 
what  the  pupils  do  at  home  in  the  way  of  "chores"  and  other  work  for 
the  family,  and  give  them  ciedit  for  it.  I  believe  there  should  be  pro- 
vided a  form  of  report  on  which  the  parents  mark  their  children  for 
"industrial  work" — the  girls  on  sweeping,  dusting,  cooking,  washing 
dishes,  sewing,  ironing,  etc.,  and  the  boys  on  milking,  tending  to  the 
horses  and  other  stock,  feeding  poultry,  getting  in  fuel,  etc.  Pupils 
should  get  credit  for  the  work  they  do  at  home.  Home  grades  should 
be  considered  by  teachers  in  making  the  final  grade  and  to  determine 
promotion.  The  school  is  made  for  the  children  and  not  the  children 
for  the  school.  Anything  that  can  be  done  to  bring  about  closer 
sympathy  and  a  better  understanding  between  the  school  and  the 
home  is  a  good  thing. 

For  seventeen  years  we  have  labored  persistently  with  the  help  of 
citizens,  teachers  and  directors  for  the  educational  welfare  of  Wyom- 
ing County. 


YORK  COUNTY— C.  W.  Stine. 


I  am  happy  to  report  that  the  course  of  study  prepared  by  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Instruction  has  been  adopted  by  the  Directors' 
Association  of  York  county.  The  specific  requirements  in  the  course 
gave  entirely  satisfactory  results.  The  work  is  better  systematized. 
The  teachers  have  a  prescribed  course  of  study  such  as  has  been  per- 
fected by  continued  experiment  and  effort  to  meet  all  requirements  of 
the  case.  The  pupils  are  stimulated  to  attain  definite  results  in  their 
respective  studies.  It  promotes  regularity  of  attendance  and  thor- 
ough work. 

The  examinations  of  pupils  for  the  certificates  furnishes  an  inter- 
esting occasion  for  calling  together  the  teachers  of  the  township  and 
the  board  of  education,  to  witness  exercises  and  take  part  in  things; 
it  thus  promotes  individual  and  general  interest  in  the  work  of  the 
school  room. 

Vocal  music  is  taught  in  many  of  our  schools.  Tn  this  age  of  pro- 
gress, the  educational  value  of  music  cannot  be  fully  measured.  Music 
is  the  greatest  art.  It  stands  for  all  that  is  good.  It  elevates  the 
soul  and  ennobles  the  spirit.  We  speak  of  it  more  as  a  fountain  than 
a  foundation.  The  school  should  not  only  sing,  but  it  must  know 
what  to  sing.  The  songs  in  our  schools  are  planned  according  to  the 
seasons.  The  autumn  songs  should  relate  to  the  harvests  and  their 
completion.     Winter   songs   should   relate   to   the    Christmas    Story 
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Bells,  Jack  Frost,  and  so  forth.  In  the  spring  and  early  summer  we 
have  the  songs  of  the  return  of  the  birds,  the  pussy  willow,  flowers, 
leafing  trees,  rain  and  sunshine.  Songs  for  Decoration  Day,  in 
which  both  reverence  and  patriotism  are  taught,  the  national  hymns 
and  songs  of  the  flags,  do  more  to  inspire  patriotism  than  anything 
else  which  may  be  suggested. 

For  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  teachers  of  the  county  into  active 
service  in  institute  work,  and  of  securing  a  more  general  interchange 
of  views  among  teachers  and  patrons  in  the  district  schools,  we  held 
21  educational  meetings  in  the  county.  Local  educational  meetings 
judiciously  managed  and  generously  supported  will  give  to  the  teach- 
ers a  better  recognition  and  higher  appreciation  of  their  services  in 
the  community. 

The  most  encouraging  feature  of  these  meetings  is  the  interest  man- 
ifested by  parents  and  others  not  engaged  in  the  school  work,  whose 
encouragement  and  co-operation  the  teachers  must  have  in  order  to 
be  wholly  successful.  The  instructors  are  selected  from  the  teachers 
of  the  county.  The  subjects  are  selected  according  to  the  demand 
as  expressed  by  the  teachers. 

The  county  institute  was  held  November  25-29.  The  instructors 
were  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Dr.  Charles  Calvert  Ellis,  Dr.  Frank  B. 
Willis,  Prof.  W.  H.  Dennison,  Prof.  E.  B.  Bailey.  Evening  entertain- 
ments were  given  by  the  Indian  orchestra,  Dr.  Gabriel  Maguire,  Sen- 
ator Elmer  J.  Burkett  and  Clifton  Mallory  and  Company. 

Our  high  schools  are  doing  excellent  work  in  the  different  parts  of 
the  county  in  extending  the  educational  advantages  of  pupils  in  the 
country  district.  Graduates  of  the  schools  compare  favorably  with 
pupils  in  the  borough  high  schools.  We  believe  every  farmer  boy 
should  secure  the  benefits  of  a  high  school  education.  It  trains  for 
better  citizenship.  If  we  hope  to  retain  the  high  place  among  na- 
tions we  must  educate. 

We  must  regard  a  high  school  course  as  an  investment.  We  live 
in  an  age  of  progress.  The  scythe  and  grain  cradle  of  our  grand- 
fathers have  been  laid  aside  for  the  mower  and  the  twine  binder. 
We  seem  to  become  a  machinery-using  people.  Brain  is  showing  its 
superiority  over  brawn.  Chancellor  Kent  said,  "He  who  sends  his 
son  into  the  world  uneducated  defrauds  the  community  of  a  useful 
citizen  and  bequeaths  it  a  nuisance.  It  has  been  the  misfortune  of 
the  high  schools  in  the  past  to  be  closer  to  the  colleges  than  to  the 
people.  The  future  high  school  must  come  into  vital  touch  with  the 
needs  of  society,  must  offer  a  large  place  to  the  practical  study  of 
science  and  to  the  vocational  studies,  including  both  manual  train- 
ing, household  aris  and  the  business  subjects. 

An  education  must  be  offered  to  the  boys  and  girls  that  will  appeal 
to  their  whole  nature  and  that  will  help  them  in  home  affairs.  The 
pupils  should  be  allowed  to  choose  their  own  courses  of  study,  taking 
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what  branches  they  need.  With  this  power  to  select  he  can  cast  aside 
many  of  the  subjects  he  is  now  compelled  to  take  and  strike  straight 
for  the  mark,  be  it  preparation  for  college  or  preparation  for  business. 

One  half  of  the  school  children  in  York  county  are  in  the  rural 
school  and  these  children  will  do  most  of  the  farming  in  the  next  25 
years.  They  get  their  ideas  in  the  school  room.  There  is  a  heavy 
responsibility  on  the  teachers  and  taxpayers.  It  is  the  work  of  the 
rural  schools  to  produce  good  farmers,  not  grocers,  dentists,  physi- 
cians, lawyers.  The  course  of  instruction  in  the  rural  school  should 
lead  young  men  and  women  to  love  and  appreciate  country  life,  and 
should  afford  such  knowledge  as  will  enable  them  to  become  success- 
ful farmers. 

The  general  principles  of  arithmetic  are  universal,  but  the  arith- 
metic of  the  rural  school  should  be  applied  to  the  topics  of  which 
the  child  has  knowledge  and  interest.  Many  of  our  arithmetic  prob- 
lems are  of  the  hypothetical  type.  That  is  not  the  kind  of  work  the 
farmer  boy  and  girl  need  to  fit  themselves  for  the  farm.  Their  arith- 
metic should  include  items  in  measuring  corn  cribs,  problems  in 
drainage,  soil  fertility,  etc.  The  arithmetic  problems  should  be  about 
things  that  the  boy  feels  are  worth  knowing,  the  answers  to  which  are 
more  or  less  value  in  real  life.  Geography  in  recent  years  has  un- 
dergone great  changes.  We  used  to  teach  simply  the  geography  of 
the  sailor  and  the  politician.  The  thing  we  are  most  interested  in  is 
how  this  old  earth's  crust  is  fitted  up  for  the  home  of  man  and  how 
we  may  make  use  of  the  forces  of  nature  and  supply  the  wants  of  man. 
We  may  well  study  the  processes  by  which  were  made  the  deposits  of 
coal,  iron  ore,  etc.  Climate  and  weather  have  so  powerful  an  influence 
upon  our  agriculture  and  upon  soil,  that  it  should  be  well  studied  in 
the  school. 

In  the  study  of  history  we  want  the  knowledge  that  makes  good 
intelligent  voters.  We  want  to  understand  our  institutions,  and  how 
they  may  be  safely  changed  if  change  is  needed.  We  should  keep  to 
the  old  truths  but  always  progress  and  knowledge  to  improve  when 
the  old  truth  becomes  uncouth. 

The  whole  history  of  this  nation  could  be  centered  around  the 
wealth  of  agriculture.  The  different  kinds  of  land,  the  migrations  of 
the  people,  the  conditions  around  the  early  settlers,  and  the  different 
systems  of  labor  in  different  parts  of  the  country  may  be  studied  in 
their  relations. 
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REPORTS  OF  DISTRICT  SUPERINTENDENTS 


ALLENTOWN— F.  D.  Raub. 


The  work  during  the  year  progressed  regularly  and  was  generally 
satisfactory.  The  compulsory  school  law  was  enforced  and  in  its 
operation  eighteen  (18)  arrests  were  made,  and  children  returned  to 
school.  The  attendance  officer  was  active  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties  and  in  connection  with  the  Probation  Officer  and  Secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Charities  succeeded  in  securing  the  attendance  of  pupils 
who  would  otherwise  have  failed  to  avail  themselves  of  the  benefits 
of  the  school  system.  The  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Charities  made 
it  possible  for  some  to  attend  school,  who  would  otherwise  have  been 
prevented  from  doing  so. 

Since  1910,  when  the  duty  of  issuing  employment  certificates  was 
assigned  to  the  superintendent,  3,104  certificates  were  issued,  the 
greater  number  being  issued  to  those  who  ceased  attending  school. 
Some  were  compelled  by  circumstances  to  become  wage  earners,  and 
some  by  the  indifference  of  parents  followed  their  own  inclination 
and  ceased  to  attend  school.  The  number  leaving  is  entirely  too 
large  and  demands  our  best  efforts  to  prevent  such  an  exodus. 

The  school  for  Mental  Defectives  has  now  been  in  existence  for  two 
(2)  years,  and  aside  from  the  benefits  which  these  unfortunate  pupils 
derive  in  such  a  school,  the  fact  that  they  are  removed  from  the  rooms, 
where  their  presence  is  an  annoyance  to  others,  almost  warrants  the 
establishing  of  such  a  school. 

On  Open  Air  School  will  be  opened  in  September.  The  Board  has 
made  an  appropriation  for  the  same,  whilst  the  citizens  have  donated 
a  sufficient  sum  to  provide  such  articles  that  the  Board  is  not  allowed 
to  furnish  from  the  funds  of  the  District.  The  interest  manifested 
by  different  citizens  proves  that  the  opening  of  such  a  school  has 
struck  a  popular  chord.  The  medical  inspectors  reported  that  the 
enrollment  for  this  school  would  number  some  twenty  pupils. 

The  organization  of  Parents-Teachers'  Societies  in  several  sections 
of  the  city  promises  much  for  better  co-operation  and  interest  in  the 
schools.  If  the  spirit  manifested  thus  far  can  be  kept  alive,  the  work 
in  the  school-room  will  be  stimulated  greatly,  and  many  misunder- 
standings arising  will  disappear.  A  proper  comprehension  of  diffi- 
culties between  pupil  and  teacher  frequently  removes  dissatisfaction 
and  leads  to  the  solution  of  a  better  and  happier  relation  of  the  par- 
ties interested. 
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Another  year  is  passed  and  we  are  still  without  a  new  high  school 
building.  The  present  building  cannot  accommodate  all  the  pupils 
so  it  will  be  necessary  to  place  about  a  hundred  pupils  of  this  grade 
in  the  Wolfe  building  a  block  north  of  the  high  school  building.  But 
we  are  assured  that  during  the  coming  year  steps  will  be  taken  to  un- 
dertake the  building  of  a  new  structure  in  the  near  future. 

The  new  ward  (the  14th)  fails  to  have  sufficient  accommodation 
for  its  pupils,  and  the  Board  purposes  to  construct  a  portable  build- 
ing capable  of  seating  90  pupils.  With  these  increased  facilities  we 
hope  to  begin  the  new  year,  with  the  certainty  of  assured  success. 

And  now  in  conclusion  we  wish  to  thank  the  Department  for  courte- 
sies extended  during  the  past  year  and  years. 


ALTOONA— H.  H.  Baish. 


My  annual  report  of  the  Altoona  schools  for  the  year  ending  June 
30,  1913  follows: 

A  total  of  8,211  pupils  were  enrolled  in  all  the  schools  of  this  num- 
ber 1,015  were  enrolled  in  high  school.  The  percentage  of  attendance 
for  the  term  was  95.  Altoona  last  term  employed  227  teachers,  32 
male,  and  195  female  and  paid  them  $143,602.81.  The  average  annual 
salary  paid  the  teachers  was  f  032. 61.  At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  School 
Board  the  salary  schedule  was  amended  by  increasing  the  maximum 
salary  of  grade  teachers  to  $765  a  year,  ward  principals  to  $1350  a 
year  and  high  school  teachers  to  $1600  a  year. 

The  last  two  wooden  frame  school  buildings  in  Altoona  were  torn 
down  several  weeks  ago  and  the  contract  has  been  awarded  for  the 
construction  of  a  modern  fireproof  annex  of  six  rooms  to  the  Curtin 
building  in  the  Twelfth  Ward. 

Modern  toilet  facilities  have  been  installed  recently  in  three  build- 
ings and  sanitary  drinking  fountains  have  been  placed  in  all  of  the 
seventeen  school  buildings  in  the  city.  These  improvements  cost 
about  $20,000. 

About  $10,000  worth  of  new  machinery  and  equipment  has  been 
added  to  the  Industrial  Department  of  our  schools  during  the  last 
year  to  accommodate  the  increased  enrollment. 

There  were  no  changes  or  additions  to  the  curriculum  of  the  elemen- 
tary schools  during  the  year.  In  the  high  school  two  important  ad- 
ditions were  made,  a  Course  in  Household  Chemistry  for  girls  and 
a  Course  in  Shop  Mathematics  for  boys.  The  course  in  Household 
Chemistry  is  planned  to  correlate  with  the  Domestic  Science  Course 
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and  gives  the  girls  a  knowledge  of  the  chemistry  of  foods  and  the 
methods  of  detecting  food  adulteration.  The  Course  in  Shop  Mathe- 
matics was  introduced  for  the  benefit  of  the  boys  who  take  the  Indus- 
trial Course  and  aims  to  acquaint  them  with  the  problems  they  will 
meet  in  actual  shop  practice.  The  text-book  is  supplemented  by 
problems  that  were  furnished  to  us  by  foremen  and  other  mechanics 
in  the  local  railroad  shops.  The  following  subjects  are  included  in 
the  course:  Estimating  material  for  wood  construction,  estimating 
the  sizes  of  pipes  necessary  in  certain  plumbing  work,  a  study  of  the 
relation  of  pulleys  and  their  speeds  and  the  length  of  bolts  required, 
length  of  stock  for  forging,  strength  of  forging,  allowance  for  shrink 
fits  and  the  simple  gears.  Problems  related  to  foundry  work  will  be 
included  in  the  course  next  year. 

During  the  term  of  1912-13  all  previous  records  for  patrons'  meet- 
ings in  the  Altoona  schools  were  broken.  A  total  of  forty  meetings 
were  heM  in  ten  different  buildings  with  an  attendance  of  6,000 
patrons.  About  5,000  citizens  attended  the  exhibit  given  by  the  In- 
dustrial Department  at  the  High  School  on  Friday  evening,  April  4. 

A  course  of  lectures  by  men  prominent  in  the  industrial  and  profes- 
sional life  of  Altoona  has  been  given  in  the  high  school  for  several 
years  under  the  auspices  of  the  Industrial  Department.  The  aim 
of  these  lectures  is  to  supplement  the  regular  academic  and  industrial 
instruction  in  our  high  school  so  that  our  young  men  will  possess 
sufficient  knowledge  to  choose  the  life,  occupation  for  which  they  are 
best  adapted  by  nature  and  training. 

The  following  program  was  given  last  term: 

Dec.  13,  1912 — "Agricultural  Opportunities" — R.  Bruce  Dunlap, 
Agricultural  Expert,  State  College,  Pa. 

Jan.  14,  1913 — "Electrical  Transmission  of  Handwriting" — J.  S. 
Romig,  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Co.,  Altoona. 

Jan.  21,  1913 — "The  Value  of  Ambition" — W.  F.  Eberle,  General 
Foreman  Car  Shops,  Altoona. 

Jan.  30,  1913 — "Drafting  in  Its  Relation  to  Other  Professions" — 
T.  V.  Buckwalter,  Pennsylvania  R,  R.  Co.,  Altoona. 

Feb.  4,  1913 — "The  Atmosphere" — Dr.  M.  E.  McDonnell,  Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad  Co.,  Altoona. 

Feb.  11,  1913 — "Architecture  as  a  Profession" — J.  S.  Freas,  Penn- 
sylvania Railroad  Co.,  Altoona. 

Feb.  18,  1913 — "A  Street  Railway  System,  Its  Design  and  Opera- 
tion"— J.  L.  Minnick,  Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Co.,  Altoona. 

Mar.  6,  1913— "Opportunities  in  the  Printing  Trade" — Chas.  M. 
Kelly  Editor  and  Manager  Altoona  Times,  Altoona. 

Mnr.  11,  1913— "Value  of  a  Knowledge  of  Electricity" — E.  B. 
Greene,  General  Manager  Penn  Central  Light  and  Power  Co.,  Altoona. 
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Mar.  13,  1913— "Theory  and  Practice  of  the  Air  Brake"— J.  R.  Alex- 
ander, Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Co.,  Altoona. 

Mar.  18,  1913 — "Some  Qualifications  Essential  to  Success  in  Busi- 
ness"— Win,  Hahman,  President  University  Club,  Altoona. 

Mar.  25,  1913 — "Railway  Signaling" — A.  H.  Rudd,  Signal  Engineer, 
Bioad  Street  Station,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


AMBRIDGE— Burdette  S.  Bayle. 


The  school  authorities  of  Ambridge  Borough  have  several  problems 
confronting  them,  which  are  at  the  same  time  both  interesting  and 
troublesome.  Building  up  in  the  short  space  of  ten  years  a  modern 
school  system  for  a  town  of  some  7,000  inhabitants,  comprising  four 
large  buildings  accommodating  over  1,000  pupils,  has  required  much 
labor,  planning  and  thinking,  as  well  as  a  large  sum  of  money.  And 
the  end  is  not  yet,  for  we  still  find  our  school  population  increasing  at 
the  rate  of  more  than  10  per  cent,  each  year,  necessitating  additional 
school  rooms  and  teachers,  as  well  as  readjusted  arrangements  of 
grades  and  other  features  of  the  system.  As  stated  in  our  last  an- 
nual report,  the  problem  of  bringing  up  the  retarded  conditions  of 
our  grades  seems  to  be  our  most  fundamental  one — the  one  on  which 
our  energy  should  be  first  concentrated.  With  the  hearty  response 
of  our  Board  in  supplying  additional  teachers,  the  results  obtained 
along  this  line  during  the  year  just  closed  have  been  far  greater  than 
we  had  dared  to  expect.  Our  percentage  of  failures  was  reduced  from 
24  per  cent,  to  4  per  cent.  (We  had  hoped  that  we  might  possibly  re- 
duce it  to  10  per  cent).  To  be  sure,  in  accomplishing  this  a  large 
number  of  pupils  were  promoted  on  conditions,  but  in  every  case,  it 
was  the  conclusion  of  the  teacher  and  superintendent  that  these  pupils 
had  ability  to  do  the  work  of  the  succeeding  grade  wuth  a  little  special 
attention.  While  this,  to  our  mind,  brings  us  a  step  forward,  the 
undesirable  conditions  in  our  grades  are  by  no  means  eliminated  by 
this  one  year's  achievement,  since  nearly  50  per  cent  of  our  pupils 
are  still  one  or  more  years  below  their  normal  grade.  However,  with 
such  a  splendid  beginning,  and  the  problem  so  clearly  outlined,  we 
confidently  expect  in  a  few  years  to  bring  at  least  90  per  cent,  of  our 
pupils  up  to  their  normal  grade. 

We  had  this  year  in  our  first  grades  200  pupils,  who  entered  school 
for  the  first  time.  The  average  age  of  these  pupils  is  but  a  small  frac- 
tion over  six  years,  and  as  the  laws  of  the  State  give  them  to  us  for  the 
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next  eight  years  we  have,  without  fear  of  being  considered  visionary 
or  impractical,  determined  to  prepare  175  of  them  for  high  school  in 
that  time.  To  be  sure,  we  do  not  expect  each  and  every  one  will  thor- 
oughly master  the  same  amount  of  subject  matter  or  make  equally 
successful  records,  but  we  do  believe  that,  allowing  for  actual  defi- 
cients, we  can  so  give  them  the  essentials  of  each  successive  grade 
that  they  can  work  with  intelligence  and  interest  in  the  one  that  fol- 
lows. In  entering  upon  this  course,  Ave  have  abolished  forever  the 
idea  of  judging  our  teachers  by  the  percentage  system,  and  in  its 
place  we  are  attempting,  in  the  limited  number  of  cases  where  it 
seems  necessary,  to  inspire  them  with  such  zeal  for  their  work  that 
the  best  results  they  are  able  to  obtain  will  be  forthcoming. 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  we  could  never  hope  to  carry  out  this 
program  except  through  the  aid  of  an  able  corps  of  teachers.  We  are 
most  fortunate  in  having  a  board  of  directors  who  realize  the  necessity 
of  paying  liberal  salaries  and  exercising  the  utmost  care  in  the  selec- 
tion of  teachers.  I  know  that,  theoretically  the  teachers  of  all  dis- 
tricts are  selected  on  merit,  but  in  Ambridge  this  is  a  fact  as  well 
as  a  theory.  Thus,  depending  upon  the  certain  co-operation  of  the 
board  and  an  enthusiastic  body  of  teachers,  we  have  mapped  out  this 
program  with  every  expectation  of  carrying  it  through.  In  our  fu- 
ture reports,  we  will  give  you  accurate  information  as  to  our  success 
or  failure. 

In  regard  to  the  regular  work  accomplished  in  the  several  branches 
of  study,  during  the  year,  there  is  little  to  report,  which  would  not  be 
considered  commonplace  and  uninteresting.  We  have  tried  at  all 
times  to  confine  ourselves  to  the  producing  of  desirable  results  rather 
than  advertise  ourselves  with  the  introduction  of  untried  theories.  In 
our  printed  instructions  to  teachers,  in  our  personal  supervision,  and 
in  all  our  teachers  meetings,  we  have  emphasized  the  fact  that  re- 
sults alone  are  the  things  at  which  we  must  always  aim.  In  reading, 
spelling,  writing,  language  and  arithmetic,  we  expect  our  pupils, 
even  the  slowest,  to  obtain  a  practical  working  knowledge,  that  will 
not  only  pass  them  to  the  next  grade  but  will  give  to  each  the  pleasur- 
able satisfaction,  aud  personal  confidence,  which  will  enable  him  tc 
find  and  fill  his  place  in  life. 

During  the  year  we  instituted  what  we  call  "Parents'  Hour."  Each 
room  prepares  a  program  of  the  regular  school  work,  and  sends  out 
special  invitations  to  the  parents  to  be  present.  These  programs  are 
about  one  hour  in  length,  being  given  in  each  room  on  a  different  day. 
Notwithstanding,  our  large  foreign  population,  the  interest  shown 
by  the  parents  was  very  gratifying.  In  the  course  of  the  year  over 
500  parents  were  thus  brought  in  actual  contact  with  the  school  work. 
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In  Ambridge  we  are  enforcing  the  vaccination  law  rigidly — abso- 
lutely refusing  to  admit  a  new  pupil  who  has  not  been  vaccinated. 
We  are  also  making  good  use  of  the  law  regarding  compulsory  attend- 
ance, and  are  carefully  guarding  the  interests  of  our  boys  and  girls 
in  regard  to  employment  certificates.  While  some  of  the  sanitary 
conditions  in  our  foreign  district  are  not  all  that  might  be  desired, 
we  are  proud  of  the  fact  that  during  the  year,  with  rigid  enforcement 
of  quarantine  restrictions,  we  successfully  avoided  threatened  epidem- 
ics of  diphtheria,  scarlet  fever  and  measles. 

Our  high  school  continues  to  show  a  small  but  steady  increase  in 
numbers.  While  we  have  tried  to  provide  for  the  social  and  athletic 
interest  of  our  students,  we  have  at  all  times  considered  scholastic 
attainments  first,  and  it  is  very  gratifying  to  know  that  our  student 
body  has  responded  to  this  idea  with  excellent  spirit.  With  our 
limited  number  of  students,  our  Board  has  wisely  held  to  the  theory  of 
a  small  number  of  courses;  but  we  have  tried  to  make  the  work  in 
these  so  good  that  our  students  may  all  get  a  solid  foundation  for  later 
specilization.  As  an  evidence  of  our  faith  in  the  future  of  the  Am- 
bridge High  School,  we  announce  the  determination  to  build  dur- 
ing the  coming  year  a  High  School  building  costing  f  75,000.00  contain- 
ing 10  class  rooms,  auditorium,  gymnasium,  offices,  and  provisions  for 
laboratories,  domestic  and  manual  arts.  This  year  90  per  cent,  of  our 
eighth  grade  graduates  entered  high  school.  While  we  may  not  be 
able  to  make  this  record  every  year,  with  the  increased  incentive  of 
our  new  building  and  additional  facilities,  we  hope  to  approximate  it. 

Thanking  the  Department  and  other  State  officials  for  much  valu- 
able assistance  and  encouragement,  and  with  due  credit  to  our  able 
Board  of  Directors  and  enthusiastic  and  faithful  teachers,  as  well  as 
to  a  sympathetic  and  interested  citizenship,  we  close  this  report. 


ARCHBALD— W.  A.  Kelly. 


Term  of  1912-1913  ended  June  7th.  Total  enrollment  during  term 
was  1350.  The  enrollment  reached  this  number  in  only  one  month ; 
but  if  the  compulsory  education  law  had  been  strictly  enforced  during 
the  term  by  the  truant  officer,  the  enrollment  would  have  surpassed 
1350  in  every  month  during  the  term. 

Teachers'  classes  were  held  regularly  daring  the  term,  taking  up 
the  study  of  English  and  Hamilton's  Recitation ;  part  of  the  period  of 
these  classes  was  given  over  to  "general  information"  with  reference 
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to  school  work  and  general  knowledge.  Much  enthusiasm  was  shown 
at  these  meetings  and  teachers  were  continually  alive  and  willing  to 
take  up  any  discussion  that  might  arise. 

The  work  of  the  high  school  was  all  that  could  be  desired;  the  teach- 
ers were  untiling  in  their  work  to  have  pupils  worthy  of  their  efforts. 
The  gradual  improvement  and  efficiency  of  teachers  is  very  noticeable 
in  the  grades  during  the  term. 

The  present  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  are  conservative  and 
efficient  and  are  ever  ready  to  meet  the  needs  of  teachers  and  pupils. 


ASHLAND— T.  E.  Garber. 


Although  owing  to  the  illness  and  ultimate  death  of  my  predecessor, 
an  account  of  which  I  gave  in  my  report  of  last  year,  I  was  the  super- 
vising officer  during  the  term  of  1911-12,  yet  in  reality  this  year  was 
my  first  as  the  real  superintendent  of  schools.  I  am  happy  to  say 
that  I  find  my  new  work  interesting  and  congenial.  We  have  not 
tried  to  make  any  very  radical  changes  in  the  work  of  the  school,  but 
rather  to  perpetuate  the  good  work  of  my  predecessor  and  to  make 
such  minor  changes  which  no  doubt  he  too  would  have  made  had  he 
been  given  the  opportunity  of  doing  so.  In  school  as  in  all  other 
activities  worth  speaking  of  we  cannot  afford  to  stand  still.  It  must 
be  ever  upward  and  onward.  Unless  we  go  forward  we  fall  behind. 
Progress  must  ever  be  the  watchword. 

The  attendance  of  our  1240  pupils  was  on  the  average  better  than 
usual.  Such  poor  attendance  as  did  exist  was  due  to  poverty,  sickness, 
and  in  a  few  cases  to  lack  of  appreciation  of  the  importance  of  regu- 
lar attendance.  The  first  cause  was  partly  overcome  by  help  from 
charitable  sources;  the  second  by  watchful  care  to  proper  ventila- 
tion, recreation,  cleanliness,  and  fumigation;  and  the  third  we  are 
ti  ying  to  remedy  by  the  use  of  the  press  and  by  personal  contact  with 
the  parents  themselves.  Although  we  have  a  regularly  employed 
truant  officer,  no  parent  was  arrested  or  fined  during  the  year.  But 
we  rather  do  all  in  our  power  to  induce  regular  attendance  by  other 
means.  Of  course  if  after  urgent  appeal  the  parent  still  refused  to 
comply  with  our  request  arrest  would  naturally  follow. 

This  year  for  the  first  time  monthly  reports  giving  the  deportment, 
attendance,  and  grade  (by  letters)  of  the  pupils  in  all  the  schools 
were  sent  home  to  the  parents.  This  experiment  semed  helpful,  al- 
though next  year  we  hope  to  obtain  the  same  good  results  and  yet 
save  the  teacher  some  work  by  issuing  them  but  once  in  six  weeks. 
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In  the  grammar  and  high  school,  however,  reports  have  for  a  number 
of  years  been  sent  home  bearing  the  same  message  except  that  the 
grade  is  given  in  numbers. 

Our  general  teachers'  meetings,  which  was  somewhat  of  an  innova- 
tion, were  conceded  by  all  to  have  been  very  helpful.  Besides  study- 
ing Bryan's  "The  Basis  of  Practical  Teaching,"  the  question  of  de- 
termining the  best  and  most  intelligent  means  of  promotion  was  dis- 
cussed at  a  number  of  meetings.  Up  to  the  present  time  all  promo- 
tions below  the  high  school  were  based  upon  the  result  of  written 
examinations  alone.  Although  we  are  not  altogether  prepared  to 
eliminate  written  examinations  as  a  factor  in  determining  the  fitness 
for  promotion,  we  have  this  year  considered  the  monthly  class  marks 
and  the  results  of  the  written  examinations  as  equal  factors.  It  is  our 
conviction  that  the  ideal  method  of  determining  the  fitness  for  promo- 
tion is  not  by  set  examinations  but  simply  by  the  teachers'  knowl- 
edge of  the  child's  ability  to  do  the  work  of  the  next  grade.  But  such 
keen  and  impartial  judgment  as  well  as  experience  on  the  part  of 
the  teacher  is  needed  to  do  this  that  we  have  felt  that  we  are  not 
ready  to  make  so  radical  a  change.  But  it  is  our  high  ideal  towards 
which  we  will  constantly  strive.  We  used  this  year  for  the  first  time 
the  new  elementary  school  building  which  was  appropriately  named 
in  honor  of  my  predecessor  who  during  so  many  years  molded  the 
school  affairs  of  Ashland.  It  is  a  beautiful,  well  lighted,  scientifically 
heated  and  ventilated,  eleven-room  building,  located  in  the  western 
end  of  our  borough  filling  a  long-felt  need  for  the  people  of  that  sec- 
tion. 

Our  new  four  year  high  school  course  is  now  well  established,  this 
year's  class  having  been  the  last  to  graduate  under  the  old  course.  We 
granted  fourteen  certificates  to  post  graduates  who  did  the  fourth 
year  work  satisfactorily. 

We  offer  now  two  complete  four  year  courses,  namely,  a  classical 
course,  and  a  commercial  course.  For  the  sake  however  of  such  pupils 
who  would  otherwise  drop  out  of  school  entirely  before  entering  the 
high  school,  we  have  made  the  first  two  years  of  the  commercial  course 
almost  strictly  commercial,  and  will  grant  at  the  end  of  two  years  of 
successful  work  a  certificate  of  proficiency.  The  commercial  course 
is  popular  and  our  fear  is  that  too  few  see  the  value  of  the  classical. 

New  "Rules  and  Regulations''  for  the  schools  of  our  borough  have 
been  adopted  and  are  now  in  the  printer's  hands. 

I  am  glad  to  report  also  that  a  step  has  been  taken  to  introduce 
drawing  of  a  practical  kind  into  our  public  schools.  The  services  of 
the  regular  drawing  teacher  of  a  neighboring  city  have  been  secured 
to  meet  our  teachers  once  in  every  three  school  weeks  on  a  Friday 
evening  and  in  a  two  hour  period  work  out  with  them  the  school  work 
for  the  next  three  weeks. 
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I  close  by  expressing  my  appreciation  for  the  courtesies  shown  me 
by  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  and  especially  for  the  help- 
ful suggestions  given  me  by  the  expert  in  Industrial  Education. 


BANGOR— J.  W.  Gruver. 


The  work  of  our  schools  during  the  year  just  closed  has  been  par- 
ticularly pleasant.  Directors,  parents  and  teachers  worked  together 
and  a  spirit  of  harmony  prevailed  throughout  the  year.  With  very 
few  exceptions,  the  teachers  did  excellent  work  and  the  attendance 
of  the  children  was  quite  regular  and  less  interrupted  by  contagious 
diseases  than  in  former  years. 

We  enrolled  1162  children  during  the  year  of  which  there  were 
5S4  boys  and  57S  girls.  Of  the  whole  number,  55  boys  and  54  girls 
were  in  the  high  school.  Our  average  daily  attendance  for  all  the 
schools  was  1009.  The  percentage  of  attendance  was  95.6  per  cent. 
This  good  attendance  was  due  largely  to  the  everlasting  vigilance 
of  the  teachers  and  the  good  work  of  our  attendance  officers  and 
borough  solicitor.  Several  arrests  were  made  for  non-compliance 
with  the  compulsory  attendance  law.  Others  took  warning  and  the 
children  were  kept  in  school  quite  regularly. 

Our  schools  closed  on  June  3.  This  being  the  first  year  our  pupils 
graduated  from  the  regular  four-year  course  in  the  high  school,  the 
class  was  small,  numbering  only  five  boys  and  six  girls.  The  gradu- 
ates asked  permission  to  have  class-day  exercises,  which  was  granted. 
These  were  held  on  the  lawn  in  front  of  the  high  school  building  on 
the  afternoon  of  June  3,  when  many  people  were  present.  The  regu- 
lar commencement  exercises  were  held  in  the  Reformed  Church  on 
June  4,  Dr.  C.  J.  Musser,  of  Philadelphia,  editor  of  the  Church 
Messenger,  delivered  an  inspiring  address  to  the  graduates.  Mr. 
C.  N.  Miller,  president  of  the  Board,  after  picturing  to  the  class  the 
necessity  of  hard  work  as  a  preparation  for  a  successful  career  in 
life,  presented  the  members  with  their  diplomas. 

More  interest  was  manifested  in  our  teachers'  meetings  than  in 
former  years.  As  a  rule,  several  members  of  the  Board  were  present 
at  the  different  meetings  and  often  took  part  in  the  discussions, 
which  consisted  of  live  educational  topics,  and  every  effort  has  been 
made  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  problems  of  the  day. 

We  find  that  our  former  efforts  in  keeping  in  close  touch  with 
the  homes  of  the  children  brought  forth  much  fruit.  During  the 
year,  a  Parent-Teacher  Association  was  organized,  and  we  hope  in 
this  way  to  reach  those  homes  where  at  present  very  little  interest 
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is  taken  in  the  education  of  the  children,  thereby  accomplishing 
much  good  for  our  schools.  The  association  is  already  thoroughly 
organized  and  expects  to  begin  effective  work  at  the  beginning  of 
next  term. 

One  strong  feature  of  the  year's  work  was  the  change  in  the  sys- 
tem of  writing.  At  the  beginning  of  the  term,  the  Board  adopted 
The  Palmer  Method  of  Business  Writing.  The  business  men  and  in 
fact  the  public  in  general,  demanded  a  change  from  the  fad  of  verti- 
cal and  semi-slant  writing,  which  was  merely  a  copying  process  at 
its  best.  We  are  glad  to  see  the  good  work  being  done  in  so  short 
a  time  since  the  children  are  using  the  system  of  muscular  move- 
ment writing.  The  good  work  we  have  already  accomplished  is  due, 
however,  not  alone  to  the  new  sj'stein,  but  to  the  enthusiasm  dis- 
played by  the  teachers  in  their  work.  All  teachers  in  the  grades  at 
once  set  to  work  to  study  the  system  under  the  criticism  of  the 
author.  Weekly  lessons  were  given  by  correspondence,  and  already 
several  of  the  teackeis,  more  apt  than  others  along  this  line,  have 
been  granted  diplomas  from  The  Palmer  School  of  Writing.  From 
this  it  is  plainly  seen  that  if  good  results  are  to  be  expected  in  writ- 
ing, there  must  be  regular  exercise,  systematically  planned  and 
daily  practiced.  We  believe  that  the  hand  of  every  child  can  be 
trained  to  write  legibly  and  rapidly. 

We  are  still  keeping  up  our  yearly  custom  of  conducting  a  series 
of  lectures.  This  year,  we  were  fortunate  enough  to  secure  Prof. 
Louis  Wilkinson,  who  gave  us  a  series  of  four  lectures  on  "Heroes 
of  History."  His  subjects  were,  Napoleon,  Cromwell,  Joan  of  Arc 
and  Washington.  The  lectures  were  well  attended  and  enjoyed  by 
all  present,  and  if  at  all  possible,  we  hope  to  continue  the  course 
next  year. 

Our  observance  of  Arbor  Day,  which  is  always  held  in  April,  was 
as  usual  a  success.  Short  programs  were  rendered  in  the  lower  grade 
schools,  after  which  these  schools  were  dismissed  and  patrons  and 
teachers  assembled  in  the  high  school  auditorium  where  a  splendid 
program  was  carried  out  by  the  March-  Literary  Society  of  the  high 
school.  Rev.  William  Stewart,  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church, 
was  present  and  delivered  an  able  address  on  the  "History  of  Arbor 
Day."  We  hope  in  this  way  the  children  may  be  brought  to  a  realiza- 
tion of  the  importance  of  preserving  our  forests. 

We  are  glad  to  report  at  this  time  that  after  years  of  waiting, 
we  are  at  last  to  see  the  fulfillment  of  our  long  cherished  hope  to 
have  the  study  of  music  added  to  our  course  next  year,  and  I  know 
that  teachers  and  pupils  alike  will  derive  much  profit  and  pleasure 
from  this  study. 

It  is  a  yearly  pleasure  for  me  to  report  the  hearty  co-operation 
of  directors,  teachers  and  the  public  in  general  in  advancing  the  in- 
terests of  our  schools. 
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BEAVER  FALLS— Clyde  0.  Green. 


The  use  of  percentages  in  recording  a  pupil's  class  standing  has 
been  abandoned  and  a  system  of  letters  substituted.  The  letters 
used  are  E,  G,  F  and  TJ,  representing  Excellent,  Good,  Fair  and  Un- 
satisfactory, respectively.  This  method  simplifies  for  the  teachers 
the  task  of  grading  a  pupil,  thereby  insuring  a  more  uniform  stand- 
ard, and  at  the  same  time  it  gives  to  both  the  pupil  and  his  parent 
a  more  intelligible  report.  I  do  not  believe  that  a  pupil's  class  stand- 
ing or  his  fitness  for  promotion  should  be  based  upon  a  cold  mathe- 
matical calculation.  A  pupil's  fitness  to  proceed  to  the  next  grade 
can  be  determined  with  justice  only  when  many  factors  are  taken 
into  consideration,  not  the  least  of  which  is  his  ability  to  receive 
the  advanced  training.  I  am  convinced  beyond  a  shadow  of  a  doubt 
that  a  high  standard  of  work  can  be  maintained  without  the  use  of 
examinations  as  a  prominent  factor  in  determining  a  pupil's  fitness 
for  promotion.  I  believe  that  all  pupils  should  be  required  to  take 
an  examination  at  the  close  of  the  promotion  period  merely  as  an  im- 
portant school  exercise,  but  that  they  should  be  given  to  understand 
that  their  assignment  for  the  succeeding  term  will  not  depend  upon 
the  uncertain  results  of  an  examination  or  even  upon  an  average 
of  monthly  grades.  The  only  equitable  and  businesslike  basis  for 
a  pupil's  promotion  is  his  fitness  at  the  promotion  time;  and  his 
fitness  should  be  determined  by  the  teacher  and  the  principal  after 
a  consideration  of  all  the  factors  in  the  case.  For  convenience  a 
monthly  record  of  a  pupil's  class  standing  should  be  kept.  Under 
ordinary  conditions  the  final  judgment  of  the  teacher  should  be 
consistent  with  this  record,  but  under  no  circumstances  should 
teachers  or  pupils  be  victims  of  such  fallible  agencies  as  monthly  rec- 
ords and  examination  grades. 

If  in  reality  a  pupil's  right  to  proceed  is  to  be  determined  by  his 
fitness  at  the  promotion  time  the  method  sometimes  employed  of 
averaging  his  monthly  grades  is  not  just.  The  following  example 
will  illustrate  my  argument:  John's  grades  in  arithmetic  for  a 
term  of  school  are  as  follows:  First  month,  60;  second  month,  65; 
third  month,  75;  fourth  month,  80.  His  average  is  70.  William  re- 
ceives the  same  grades  but  in  the  reverse  order,  80,  75,  65  and  60.  His 
average  is  also  the  same.  If  the  passing  grade  is  75,  the  teacher 
makes  her  calculation  and  finds  that  both  boys  fail  in  arithmetic. 
She  is  keenly  disappointed  when  she  makes  the  discovery,  for  she 
knows  that  John  has  shown  rapid  progress  and  she  is  certain  that 
he  is  able  to  proceed  with  the  work  of  the  next  grade.     William, 
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however,  has  retrograded  in  his  work  and  she  believes  that  he  should 
repeat.  But  "justice  is  blind,"  and  she  bows  to  the  inevitable.  Theie 
is  a  true  sense  in  which  justice  is  blind,  but  there  is  another  sense 
in  which  justice  needs  all  her  senses  to  prevent  her  from  becoming 
ridiculous. 

The  introduction  of  manual  training,  cooking  and  sewing  was  at- 
tended with  practically  no  friction  at  all.  These  departments  have 
now  been  in  operation  one  year,  and  they  have  been  so  well  received 
by  parents,  teachers  and  pupils  that  T  feel  safe  in  saying  that  there 
is  no  question  about  their  future  usefulness. 

The  four  years'  commercial  course  which  was  introduced  two 
years  ago  has  become  very  popular,  and  while  the  best  results  can- 
not be  expected  until  we  are  able  to  graduate  a  class  of  young  men 
and  women  who  have  had  the  advantages  of  the  full  four  years,  those 
who  received  their  diplomas  this  year  are  well  equipped  in  the 
branches  which  they  have  studied. 

The  introduction  of  the  two  years'  special  industrial  course  less 
than  a  year  ago  has  already  made  it  possible  for  several  young  men 
and  women  to  receive  training  which  otherwise  would  have  been 
denied  them. 

One  of  the  most  important  features  of  last  year's  work  was  the 
close  relationship  which  was  established  between  the  public  schools 
and  the  Carnegie  Free  Library.  Through  the  children's  room  and 
the  story  hour,  hundreds  of  pupils  in  the  elementary  schools  were 
brought  into  contact  with  the  library  and  given  intelligent  direc- 
tions with  respect  to  the  books  they  should  read  and  their  reading 
habits.  This  work  is  very  valuable,  for  proper  reading  is  as  important 
to  a  child's  mental  development  as  "proper  eating"  is  to  his  physical 
development. 

A  definite  course  of  lectures  on  the  use  of  the  library  was  given 
to  all  of  the  high  school  students  by  Miss  Hazel  Clifton,  the  librarian. 
This  was  followed  by  a  demonstration  in  which  the  students  were 
taken  to  the  library  in  classes  and  required  to  use  the  catalogue, 
find  books  and  investigate  topics  and  references. 

A  few  years  ago  the  Board  of  Directors  of  this  city  very  wisely 
adopted  a  schedule  of  salaries  for  teachers  in  the  elementary  schools. 
While  this  schedule  served  a  good  purpose,  I  believe  that  the  revised 
schedule  recently  adopted  is  a  definite  forward  step.  Under  the  new 
schedule  a  teacher's  increase  in  salary  will  depend  solely  upon  her 
increase  in  efficiency.  We  realize  that  this  is  not  a  new  or  untried 
principle  in  public  school  administration.  From  time  to  time  men 
have  come  forward  with  what  seemed  to  be  wise  and  perfectly  just 
methods  of  increasing  the  salaries  of  teachers.  We  have  the  assur- 
ance of  many  competent  school  officials  that  their  schedules,  based 
on  merit,  have  stood  the  test.    We  also  know  of  many  notable  fail- 
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ures.  Those  who  are  familiar  with  tlie  history  of  the  merit  system 
in  this  country  know  that  opposition  has  arisen  usually  from  two 
sources — first,  from  local  politicians  who  desire  to  use  the  public 
schools  for  their  personal  aggrandizement ;  secondly,  from  teachers 
whose  chief  distinction  is  the  number  of  years  they  have  taught. 

The  best  claim  that  we  have  for  the  merit  system  in  operation  in 
Beaver  Falls  at  the  present  time  is  that  "it  works."  Our  plan  is  as 
follows : 

Eules  and   Regulations  Governing  the  Election   and   Promotion   of 

Teachers. 

I.  The  minimum  qualifications  for  the  position  of  teacher  shall 
be: 

1.  Graduation  from  a  high  school  of  the  first  class  or  school  of 
equivalent  rank. 

2.  One  year's  successful  experience  in  a  school  approved  by  the 
Board. 

IT.     Teachers  shall  be  classified  as  follows: 

Class  1.  Teachers  holding  a  Permanent  State  Certificate,  State 
Normal  Diploma,  or  a  Permanent  College  Certificate,  and  showing 
evidence  of  at  least  three  years'  successful  experience  in  schools  ap- 
proved by  the  Board. 

Class  2.  Teachers  holding  a  Professional  Certificate,  State  Nor- 
mal Certificate,  or  Provisional  College  Certificate,  and  showing  evi- 
dence of  at  least  two  years'  successful  experience  in  schools  approved 
by  the  Board. 

Class  3.  Teachers  holding  a  Provisional  Certificate,  State  Nor- 
mal Certificate,  or  Provisional  College  Certificate,  without  two  years' 
successful  experience  in  schools  approved  by  the  Board. 

III.  After  a  limited  period  of  years  teachers  cannot  rely  upon 
the  inspiration  and  information  received  from  schoolroom  experi- 
ence for  increase  in  efficiency.  They  must  show  evidence  that  they 
have  studied  and  prepared  for  better  work. 

IV.  No  teacher  shall  be  advanced  in  salary  after  she  has  ceased 
to  advance  in  efficiency. 

V.  The  elements  to  be  considered  in  determining  a  teacher's  fit- 
ness for  increase  in  salary  shall  be  as  follows: 

1 .  Evidence  of  growth  in  schoolroom  efficiency. 
(a)   Instruction. 

lb)   Management  of  children. 

(c)  Attention  to  details  of  school  work. 

(d)  Professional  zeal. 
Ce)   Personal  qualities. 

2.  Evidence  of  growth  in  scholarship. 

3.  Evidence  of  growth  in  a  knowledge  of  educational  processes 
and  the  philosophy  of  teaching. 

VI.  Successful  experience  and  fitness  for  increase  in  salary  shall 
be  based  upon  an  efficiency  record  kept  by  the  Superintendent  and 
approved  by  the  Board. 
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VII.  A  definite  statement  showing  wherein  she  failed  to  meet 
the  requirements  shall  be  furnished  to  every  teacher  who  is  not  given 
the  increase  in  salary  provided  by  the  schedule. 

VIII.  Graduates  of  the  Beaver  Falls  High  School,  who  after 
graduation,  have  completed  a  training  course  of  not  less  than  two 
years  at  a  State  Normal  School,  shall  start  at  a  minimum  salary 
of  f  45  per  month. 

IX.  Teachers  who  belong  to  Class  1  who  possess  special  qualifica- 
tions may  receive  a  salary  beyond  the  maximum  for  automatic  in- 
crease. 

X.  Teachers  acting  as  principles  of  buildings  shall  receive  an  ad- 
ditional salary  for  their  services. 


SCHEDULE    OF    SALARIES. 


Certificate. 

Successful       exper- 
ience   in    schools 
approved    by    the 
Board. 

Minimum 
Salary. 

Minimum   sal  ary 
for  automatic  in- 
crease. 

Automatic      yearly 
increase  for  satis- 
factory    service. 

Class   I. 

Permanent      State, 
State    Normal 
Diploma,      Perm. 
College. 

At    least    3    years. 

$60.00 

$75.00    Grade    S. 
$70.00    Grades    1-7. 
$65.00    Grades    2-6. 

$5.00. 

Class  II. 

Professional     State 
Normal       Certifi- 
cate,    Provisional 
College. 

At    least    2    years. 

$50.00. 

$60.00. 

$5.00. 

Class  III. 

Provisional,     State 
Normal       Certifi- 
cate,   Provisional 
College. 

Less  than  2  years. 

$10.00. 

$50.00. 

$5.00. 

BETHLEHEM— William  C.  Sampson. 


The  term  of  1912-13  closed  June  27th.  The  total  enrollment  for 
the  year,  was  2,161.  Of  this  number  15.8  per  cent.,  or  343,  were  in  the 
high  school.  This  is  the  largest  enrollment  in  the  history  of  the  bor- 
ough and  we  were  compelled  to  open  an  extra  fifth  grade  and  add 
another  instructor  in  the  high  school.  In  order  to  care  for  the  in- 
creased attendance  during  the  coming  year  the  Board  has  decided 
to  open  an  extra  sixth  grade  and  provide  for  one  extra  teacher  in 
the  high  school. 
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Fifty-two  students  were  graduated  from  the  high  school.  Four- 
teen of  these  expect  to  enter  some  college  and  a  large  number  of 
the  commercial  students  have  secured  positions. 

Manual  training  was  introduced.  This  consisted  of  bench  work 
for  the  boys  of  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  and  the  first  two  years 
of  the  high  school.  The  room  was  fitted  up  with  twenty-two  benches 
and  each  bench  equipped  with  a  full  set  of  tools.  The  work  of  this 
department  was  done  conservatively  and  we  think  a  great  amount  of 
good  has  been  accomplished. 

A  medical  inspector  was  appointed  at  the  opening  of  the  term  and 
all  the  pupils  were  examined.  About  seventy-five  per  cent,  were  found 
to  be  defective  in  some  degree,  but  about  thirty-five  per  cent,  were 
found  to  be  in  need  of  immediate  attention  and  in  a  majority  of 
cases  these  pupils  were  given  proper  treatment  for  their  defects. 

The  work  in  the  grades  was  commendable.  The  teachers  worked 
conscientiously  and  earnestly.  We  were  free  from  any  serious  epi- 
demics. A  slight  epidemic  of  measles  was  the  worst  and  this  was 
confined  to  one  section  of  the  town. 

All  of  the  buildings  are  in  excellent  condition.  Several  were 
painted  and  some  of  the  walls  tinted.  Sanitary  drinking  fountains 
were  placed  in  all  the  buildings  and  the  system  of  lighting  was  in- 
vestigated and  several  changes  will  be  made  as  soon  as  possible. 

A  Home  and  School  Association  was  formed.  The  question  of 
social  activities  of  the  pupils  was  discussed  and  it  was  decided  to 
hold  all  class  parties  in  the  high  school  building  under  direction  of 
parents  and  high  school  faculty  advisors.  These  parties  were  suc- 
cessful and  the  plan  will  be  repeated  during  the  coming  term. 

At  the  close  of  the  term  a  drawing  and  manual  training  exhibition 
was  held  and  the  exhibit  was  visited  by  hundreds  of  parents  and 
patrons. 


BRADDOOK— F.  C.  Steltz. 


After  nine  years  efficient  service  in  the  Braddock  schools,  Superin- 
tendent Grant  Norris  resigned  in  September  to  pursue  other  lines  of 
work.  His  successor,  the  present  superintendent,  was  elected  Sep- 
tember 20th  and  took  charge  of  the  schools  October  1st. 

After  much  visiting  he  found  the  schools  in  excellent  shape,  a 
condition  made  possible  by  the  excellent  organization  maintained  by 
his  predecessor. 
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The  crowded  condition  in  the  lower  grades  and  in  many  of  the 
intermediate  grades  is  a  weak  point  in  the  Braddock  schools.  When 
this  condition  is  remedied  more  pupils  will  be  found  in  the  grammar 
grades  and  in  the  high  school.  Until  the  new  high  school  building  is 
a  reality  not  much  relief  can  be  looked  for. 

Statistics. 

Number  of  teachers  employed, 62 

Number  of  teachers  holding  provisional  certificates, 8 

Number  of  teachers  holding  professional  certificates, 14 

Number  of  teachers  holding  county  permanent  certificates, .  .  1 

Number  of  teachers  holding  State  permanent  certificates,..  15 

Number  of  teachers  holding  State  normal  certificates, 1 

Number  of  teachers  holding  State  normal  diplomas, 17 

Number  of  teachers  holding  provisional  college  certificates,.  1 

Number  of  teachers  holding  permanent  college  certificates,.  6 

Average  salary  per  month  of  male  teachers, $117.50 

Average  salary  per  month  of  female  teachers,  73  20 

Number  of  pupils  enrolled,    2373 

Per  cent,  of  attendance,   95 

Number  of  boys  taking  manual  training,  394 

Number  of  girls  taking  Domestic  Science  and  Art, 340 

Visits  by  parents,    3798 

Visits  by  directors,    256 

Visits  by  superintendent,   1521 

Visits  by  music  supervisor,   1872 

Visits  by  drawing  supervisor,    936 

The  various  parochial  schools  reported  an  enrollment  of  1853, 
while  a  business  college  had  an  enrollment  of  120.  From  this  it  will 
be  seen  that  over  4,000  pupils  were  engaged  in  the^pursuit  of  an  edu- 
cation during  the  past  year  in  our  borough. 

Manual  Training  and  Household  Economics. 

The  best  results  in  these  departments  are  to  be  realized  in  an  in- 
dustrial community  such  as  this,  when  we  are  able  to  get  down  into 
the  grades  as  low  as  possible,  and  to  that  end,  we  have  planned 
to  have  our  fifth  grade  boys  and  girls  take  elementary  work  along 
these  lines  during  the  last  three  months  of  the  school  year. 

Many  of  the  children  in  this  grade  are  over  age,  hence,  we  find 
it  simply  puts  new  life  into  their  work  and  creates  in  them  a  desire 
to  continue  in  school  for  a  longer  period.  In  all  cases  it  is  our  aim 
to  create  in  the  child  the  proper  respect  for  manual  labor.  Eealizing, 
also,  that  so  large  a  percentage  of  our  children  come  from  homes  of 
moderate  means  we  aim  to  teach  our  girls  how  to  cook  a  plain,  sub- 
stantial meal  and  do  good,  serviceable  sewing.  During  the  year  our 
second  year  high  school  girls  each  made  a  dress  and  proudly  wore  it 
to  school  as  soon  as  finished. 
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As  these  subjects  are  brought  more  forcibly  to  the  attention  of 
the  parents,  each  year,  their  importance  is  being  recognized.  This 
was  manifested  by  the  interest  shown  at  the  animal  exhibit  of  this 
work  on  May  16th,  when  over  2000  persons  visited  the  shops.  All 
departments  were  in  full  operation,  afternoon  and  evening. 

Manufacturers  in  this  district  recognize  the  value  of  this  training 
and  offer  inducements  in  more  ways  than  one  to  the  boy  able  to 
read  a  drawing  or  possessing  a  knowledge  of  the  use  of  tools. 

Medical  Inspection. 

During  the  year  our  medical  inspection  has  been  the  means  of  hav- 
ing many  serious  defects  corrected.  While  many  parents  did  not 
heed  the  notices,  we  were  gratified  to  learn  that  no  less  than  400 
heeded  the  inspectors'  warning,  and  as  a  result,  we  have  many 
brighter  children. 

In  our  First  Ward  building  95  per  cent,  of  the  children  come  from 
the  homes  of  foreign  born  parents  and  show  much  lack  of  nutrition. 
These  are  problems  we  are  trying  to  solve  and,  slowly  but  surely,  we 
hope  to  educate  the  parents  through  the  children. 

The  medical  inspection  disclosed  the  fact  that  out  of  2047  ex- 
amined, 1054  were  found  defective  with  a  total  of  3134  defects.  Of 
these,  1254  had  defective  teeth;  706  enlarged  tonsils;  355  defective 
visions;  56  adenoids;  73  defective  hearing,  and  the  others  various 
other  defects. 

Contagious  Diseases. 

One  of  the  unpleasant  features  of  school  work  is  the  dealing  with 
the  quarantine  problem,  since  it  works  so  great  a  hardship  on  the 
pupil  himself  or  upon  those  whose  absence  is  enforced  by  reason  of 
his  illness. 

The  summary  of  our  records  shows  that  we  had  reported  to  us 
during  the  year:  60  cases  of  diphtheria;  40  cases  of  scarlet  fever;  7 
cases  of  whooping  cough;  3  cases  of  typhoid  fever;  2  cases  chicken 
pox;  5  cases  erysipelas;  6  cases  mumps,  and  94  cases  measles. 

High   School. 

The  Braddock  high  school  graduated  twenty-four  students  this 
year  from  its  four-year  course  and  issued  five  certificates  of  work 
done  in  the  two-year  commercial  course,  making*  a  total  of  twenty- 
nine  students  to  go  out  from  the  high  school  at  commencement,  on 
Friday  evening,  May  23,  1913. 

Seventy-five  pupils  finished  the  eighth  grade  and  qualified  for  the 
high  school  next  year,  which  will  mean  an  enrollment  of  about  200, 
the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  high  school. 
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Steps  have  already  been  taken  looking  toward  the  erection  of  a 
new  high  school  building.  We  are  looking  forward,  anxiously,  to 
the  realization  of  these  plans  when  we  shall  have  ample  accommoda- 
tions for  all  and  an  equipment  that  will  enable  us  to  do  our  work 
still  better. 

During  the  year  the  high  school  conducted  three  public  meetings. 
On  February  21st,  the  Washington  and  Lincoln  Literary  Societies 
held  a  literary  contest,  in  which  the  former  was  victorious  on  ora- 
tions and  debate,  while  the  latter  Avon  on  essays.  Each  successful 
contestant  received  an  appropriate  gold  medal.  On  May  2nd,  the 
graduating  class  rendered  the  plays,  ''A  Kentucky  Belle"  and  "A 
Perplexing  Situation."  This  is  also  an  annual  affair  and  was  highly 
patronized.  The  money  thus  obtained  was  used  to  add  to  the  statu- 
ary in  the  high  school  assembly  hall,  the  athletic  association,  and 
the  matter  of  gymnasium  practise  for  the  girls  of  the  high  school. 
The  third  meeting  was  that  of  commencement. 

Public  Meetings. 

Several  meetings  were  held  during  the  year.  In  November  the 
sixth,  seventh  and  eighth  grades  were  given  a  lecture  on  the  "Battle 
of  Gettysburg"  by  Prof.  George  H.  Lamb,  superintendent  of  the  Brad- 
dock  Carnegie  Free  Library. 

On  April  4th,  Dr.  Edwin  E.  Sparks  gave  his  delightful  lecture, 
"The  Great  Crucible."  Hon.  M.  Clyde  Kelly,  representing  this  dis- 
trict in  Congress,  addressed  the  student  body  of  the  high  school  Fri- 
day, February  21st. 

For  the  future  we  contemplate  holding  parents'  meetings,  conduct- 
ing social  centers,  and  having  at  least  two  free  educational  lectures 
each  year. 

Teachers'  Meetings. 

Under  the  direction  of  the  superintendent  and  ward  principals, 
a  systematic  study  of  Seeley's  School  Management  was  taken  up  in 
September  and  continued  throughout  the  term.  Allen's  "Civics  and 
Health"  was  taken  as  an  additional  book  by  all  those  who  were  pre- 
paring for  professional  certificates. 

The  superintendent  held  frequent  meetings  throughout  the  year 
both  grade  and  general.  It  has  been  our  policy  to  stand  for  better 
trained  teachers  and  to  that  end  we  have  made  a  rule  not  to  grant 
certificates  to  anyone  unless  they  have  had  at  least  two  years'  train- 
ing in  some  professional  scbool.  This  is  in  accordance  with  the 
wishes  of  the  State  Superintendent.  As  a  result  our  provisional 
certificates  have  been  reduced  to  a  minimum  and  in  a  few  years  will 
be  entirely  eliminated. 
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Employment  Certificates. 

We  are  pleased  with  the  requirements  of  the  law  concerning  em- 
ployment certificates.  Since  July  1,  1912,  210  employment  certifi- 
cates were  issued.  Of  these,  the  ages  of  179  were  verified  from  the 
school  register;  15  from  baptisimal  certificates;  6  from  affidavits; 
2  from  passports;  8  from  other  religious  records.  Aside  from  those 
above  mentioned  we  bad  applications  from  98  others,  who  were 
either  too  young  or  unable  to  read  and  write,  intelligently. 

By  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  deputy  factory  inspector,  Mr. 
Thomas  Quinn,  violations  of  the  law  were  reduced  to  a  minimum  on 
the  part  of  employers  and  as  a  result  every  courtesy  was  shown  us. 

Teachers'   Salaries. 

In  our  efforts  to  hold  our  good  teachers  we  have  induced  our  Board 
to  adopt  the  following  schedule  of  salaries : 

Maximum  salary  for  first  grade  teachers  (all  beginners), |80  00 

Maximum  salary  for  other  first  grade  teachers, 75  00 

Maximum  salary  for  second  grade  teachers,  70  00 

Maximum  salary  for  third  grade  teachers, 70  00 

Maximum  salary  for  fourth  grade  teachers,   70  00 

Maximum  salary  for  fifth  grade  teachers, 75  00 

Maximum  salary  for  sixth  grade  teachers, 80  00 

Maximum  salary  for  seventh  grade  teachers, 85  00 

Maximum  salary  for  eighth  grade  teachers 90  00 

Maximum  salary     (teacher  with  no  experience),    provisional 

certificate,    40  00 

Maximum  salary  (teacher  with  no  experience),  normal  or  col- 
lege  graduate,    50  00 

Experience  Required  to  Receive  the  Maximum  Salary. 

Eighth  grades,  ten  years;  seventh  grades,  nine  years;  first  and 
sixth  grades,  eight  years;  one  and  one-half  and  fifth  grades,  seven 
years;  second,  third  and  fourth  grades,  six  years. 

The  above  applies  to  teachers  holding  certificates  other  than  nor- 
mal or  college  diplomas.  For  those  holding  normal  or  college  diplo- 
mas, the  required  experience  shall  be  two  years  less  in  each  case. 

A  teacher  beginning  with  the  minimum  salary  shall,  with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Board,  be  increased  in  salary  each  year,  at  the  rate  of 
five  dollars  a  month  until  the  maximum  is  reached. 

Public  Playgrounds. 

The  Wonr    .'s  Club  of  Braddock  has  established  two  centers  for 

this  work  iji  our  borough  this  year.    This  was  made  possible  by  an 

additional  appropriation  from  the  Braddock  Board  of  Education. 

The  efforts  of  these  noble  women  for  the  uplift  of  our  children  can- 
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not  receive  too  much  praise.  Through  their  efforts  they  keep  many 
a  ragged  urchin  off  the  streets  and  arouse  in  him  a  love  for  the  right, 
the  beautiful,  and  the  good. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  thank  the  Department  for  its  courtesy 
and  promptness  during  the  year,  whenever  we  had  occasion  to  ask 
advice.  I  wish  to  thank  Dr.  J.  George  Becht  for  his  promptness  in 
sending  the  minutes  of  all  school  legislation  during  the  sessions  of 
the  Legislature. 

My  sincere  thanks  are  due  to  the  members  of  the  Braddock  Board 
of  Education  for  the  loyal  support  given  me  and  to  the  Hon.  John 
F.  Lowers  for  the  courtesies  extended  to  our  schools  by  way  of  se- 
curing for  us  two  complete  geographical  cabinets  from  the  Commer- 
cial Museums. 


BRADFORD— E.  E.  Schermerhorn. 


Generally  speaking  the  work  of  the  year  has  been  fairly  satisfac- 
tory. 

Owing  to  an  epidemic  of  measles  and  scarlet  fever  the  Health 
Board  deemed  it  necessary  to  close  the  schools  for  a  period  of  three 
weeks  during  the  middle  of  the  term,  and  since  then  both  teachers 
and  pupils  have  been  striving  to  make  up  lost  time.  That  their  ef- 
forts have  been  successful  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  the  percentage 
of  promotions  at  the  close  of  the  term  compares  favorably  with  that 
of  former  years. 

During  the  year  we  had  enrolled  2473  pupils,  444  of  which  were 
in  the  high  school.  This  high  school  enrollment  is  an  increase  of 
28  over  the  previous  year,  and  an  increase  of  149  since  the  erection 
of  the  present  high  school  building.  Recognizing  the  necessity  for 
more  room  our  Board  is  planning  to  build  an  addition  in  the  near 
future  which  will  correct  this  congestion,  and  also  furnish  an  up- 
to-date  gymnasium  where  the  physical  well-being  of  our  students  may 
be  looked  after  to  better  advantage.  The  necessary  land  was  pur- 
chased during  the  year,  and  plans  for  Ihe  building  are  being  pre- 
pared. 

As  in  former  years  our  teachers  pursued  a  course  of  professional 
reading,  and  meetings  were  held  at  stated  times  for  the  purpose  of 
discussing  the  topics  treated  in  the  different  books.  A  critical  study 
was  made  of  Strayer's  "Brief  Course  in  the  Teaching  Process." 
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A  lecture  course,  under  the  auspices  of  the  senior  class  of  the  high 
school,  was  conducted  during  the  year  in  a  very  successful  manner. 
Much  good  was  derived  from  an  educational  standpoint,  and  over 
$200  profit  was  realized  by  the  class.  This  money  was  used  to  help 
defray  the  expenses  of  the  class  trip  to  Washington  during  the  Easter 
vacation. 

A  new  feature  of  our  school  work  this  year  was  the  medical 
examination  of  school  children  by  a  committee  of  doctors  and  den- 
tists, who  gave  their  time  and  labor  free  of  charge  to  the  school  dis- 
trict. We  hope  and  believe  that  this  work  has  resulted  in  bettering 
the  physical  condition  of  many  children. 

Our  schools  closed  on  Friday,  June  6th.  One  hundred  and  nine 
pupils  completed  the  work  of  the  grammar  grades,  and  on  Tuesday 
evening,  June  3rd,  over  800  friends  and  relatives  gathered  in  Assem- 
bly Hall  to  listen  to  their  graduation  exercises. 

The  high  school  commencement  took  place  on  Friday  evening,  June 
6th,  when  62  young  men  and  women  received  their  diplomas  at  the 
hands  of  the  vice-president  of  the  School  board.  A  good  percentage 
of  these  graduates  expect  to  continue  their  work  in  higher  institu- 
tions of  learning. 


> 


BRISTOL— Louise  D.  Baggs. 


Another  year  has  passed  and  as  ever,  it  is  difficult  to  measure  re- 
sults, for  the  real  aim  of  the  real  teacher  is  character  building.  That 
is  of  slow  growth  and  only  time  can  tell  what  superstructure  will 
be  built  on  the  foundation  laid  in  the  school  days.  But  as  in  the 
past,  the  School  Board,  alert  to  the  best  interests  of  the  children 
and  the  town,  introduced  medical  inspection.  This  was  very  thor- 
oughly done;  a  number  of  parents  were  notified  that  their  children 
needed  medical  attention  and  in  nearly  all  cases  they  responded  to 
these  notices.  Because  of  this  children  received  treatment  for  small 
matters  and  so  are  fortified  against  greater  physical  ills.  We  believe 
this  will  have  much  to  do  with  improving  the  general  health. 

To  further  safeguard  the  children,  the  common  drinking  cup  was 
abolished,  floors  of  all  the  buildings  were  oiled.  This  has  given  great 
relief.  An  epidemic  of  typhoid  fever  occurring  some  miles  up  the 
river,  the  School  Board  forbid  the  use  of  river  water  in  the  schools 
and  provided  distilled  water  and  manufactured  ice,  and  there  was 
no  typhoid  in  the  schools.     Soft  crayon  and  slates  have  also  been 
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abolished  in  all  the  schools.  On  this  same  line  of  improving  the 
health  of  the  children  much  attention  has  been  given  to  the  directed 
play  during  the  recess  periods  and  after  school.  We  believe  that 
the  emphasis  placed  to-day  on  play  for  children  is  of  great  importance 
and  we  are  studying  the  needs  of  our  particular  district  in  that 
matter. 

Earnestness  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  was  shown  in  their  hearty 
co-operation  with  the  School  Board  and  superintendent.  Several  of 
them  attended  summer  schools  and  all  did  professional  work  during 
the  year.  Part  of  that  work  was  the  review  of  Pennsylvania  his- 
tory and  each  teacher  wrote  an  essay  on  the  subject.  Some  also  re- 
ceived inspiration  and  new  interest  by  attending  the  State  Educa- 
tional Association  at  Harrisburg  and  the  Department  of  Super- 
intendence of  the  N.  E.  A.  in  February  in  Philadelphia. 

We  have  been  shaping  our  course  of  study  both  in  the  primary  and 
secondary  grades  along  the  lines  suggested  in  the  manual  issued 
by  the  State  Department.  Special  attention  has  been  given  to  the 
course  in  History  and  we  are  gratified  by  the  great  interest  shown  by 
the  pupils  in  that  subject. 

The  high  school  graduated  a  class  of  22,  the  largest  class  in  the 
history  of  the  school.  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis,  of  Juniata  College,  was  the 
speaker  of  the  evening.  Much  interest  continues  to  be  taken  in  the 
commercial  course;  of  the  22  graduates,  16  were  from  the  commer- 
cial course.  Several  of  these  have  positions  in  the  town.  The  busi- 
ness men  are  always  ready  to  take  the  graduates.  Several  others 
will  go  to  normal  schools  or  other  schools  of  higher  learning. 

The  larger  use  of  the  school  plant  is  being  advocated,  and  much 
interest  is  being  manifested  by  the  people  of  the  town.  Two  of  the 
school  yards  will  be  open  all  summer  as  public  playgrounds.  The 
parents  and  teachers'  meetings  continue  and  make  for  the  good  of 
the  school  very  decidedly. 

Our  most  difficult  problem  is  the  old  one  of  children  leaving  school 
in  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades,  but  we  still  hope  to  make  some 
greater  gain  next  year. 


BUTLER— John  A.  Gibson. 


The  local  history  of  the  school  year  1012-1913  developed  no  strik- 
ing characteristics  which  differentiated  it  in  general  character  from 
the  annals  of  its  predecessors.  The  Butler  public  schools  have  had 
a  continuous  growth  in  numbers  as  well  as  in  the  broadening  of  aims 
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and  increase  of  efficiency  in  the  life  of  the  general  community.  These 
results  have  come  from  the  economic  team  work  of  all  the  educational 
interest  of  the  community.  The  School  Board,  teachers,  parents,  and 
the  community  in  general  have  uniformly  displayed  a  spirit  of  hearty 
co-operation  and  loyalty  to  high  ideals  which  have  resulted  in  a 
continual  betterment  of  the  schools.  For  the  past  two  years,  this 
tendency  of  the  school  community  has  found  efficient  expression  in 
the  Parent-Teachers'  Association  under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  Porter 
W.  Lowry  as  president.  This  association  has  assisted  the  school 
authorities  in  growth  of  interest  in  school  visitation,  observation  of 
visitors'  days,  receptions  for  our  parents  and  teachers,  free  public 
lectures,  patriotic  exercises,  and  the  general  development  of  the 
school  influence  of  the  community  along  legitimate  and  conservative 
lines. 

Another  gratifying  feature  has  been  the  growth  of  our  high  school. 
Five  years  ago  this  school  had  an  enrollment  of  about  200  and  was 
supposted  by  a  not  overly  enthusiastic  public  sentiment.  A  pro- 
gressive School  Board  with  far-sighted  vision  erected  a  high  school 
building  to  accommodate  700  students,  believing  that  this  would 
anticipate  a  growth  of  a  generation.  For  the  past  year,  the  total 
high  school  enrollment  was  619.  The  two  entering  classes  for  the 
year  numbered  over  200  and  68  students  were  graduated.  This 
growth  has  taken  place  in  a  period  in  which  the  population  of  the 
borough  has  been  practically  stationary.  It  reflects  the  enthusiastic 
belief  of  the  common  people  in  the  efficacy  of  education.  It  also 
justifies  the  wisdom  of  expanding  the  high  school  curriculum  to  meet 
the  cosmopolitan  needs  of  the  children  of  all  classes  and  conditions 
which  constitute  the  average  community. 

Butler  has  taken  advanced  ground  on  broad  public  questions  of 
morality  and  righteousness.  She  has  exiled  the  saloon  and  frowns 
on  tobacco.  There  is  a  bright  future  for  her  educational  interests  if 
the  teachers  of  the  public  schools  can  rise  to  meet  her  hopes  and  give 
the  community  that  service  for  which  an  intelligent  School  Board 
has  so  wisely  planned. 


CARBONDAL^— Thomas  L.  Gilmartin. 


Ater  a  rather  checkered  school  year  as  regards  length,  our  schools 
closed  on  June  18th.  Through  the  schools  being  kept  closed  by  order 
of  the  Ilealth  Department  all  pupils  lost  a  full  month;  through  re- 
fusal to  be  vaccinated  or  sickness  resulting  from  vaccination  many 
children  lost  from  one  to  three  months'  schooling. 
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From  one  high  school,  we  graduated  a  closs  of  32 — 5  males  and  27 
females.  The  commencement  address,  "Hitting  the  Mark,"  by  Prof. 
Ellis  was  timely  and  to  the  point.  These  exercises  were  largely  at- 
tended and  the  audience  seemed  to  appreciate  them. 

The  number  of  pupils  that  failed  of  promotion,  or  in  other  words 
are  retarded,  is  173.  They  are  classified  by  the  teachers  as  follows: 
Absence  and  lack  of  application,  7;  lack  of  application,  10;  physical 
defects,  42;  absence,  39;  late  entrance,  46;  on  trial  in  grade,  2;  lazi- 
ness, 1 ;  slow,  9 ;  inability  to  do  the  work  of  the  grade,  17.  Under  the 
heading  "inability"  there  was  one  pupil  who  worked  so  much  outside 
of  school  that  he  was  not  in  physical  condition  to  do  the  work  of 
the  school.  He  peddled  papers  after  school  and  later  worked  in  a 
lunch  room  far  into  the  night. 

During  the  year  just  closed  there  were  improvements  made  in 
buiidii.gs  three  and  eight.  These  buildings  were  equipped  with  the 
"Smead  Wills"  system  of  heating  and  dry  closets.  This  system  was 
replaced  by  a  steam  plant  for  heating  and  closets,  having  sewer  con- 
nections in  building  number  eight.  At  the  number  three  building  a 
new  hot-air  heating  apparatus  and  fan  were  installed  and  instead 
of  the  "dry  closets,"  closets  having  sewer  connections.  While  these 
changes  are  classified  as  repairs  they  are  nevertheless  improvements  of 
which  the  board  may  feel  justly  proud.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that 
financial  conditions  do  not  warrant  similar  improvements  at  build- 
ing number  seven  this  year. 

This  district  is  badly  in  need  of  a  new  high  school  building  of 
modern  design  and  structure,  one  that  will  conform  to  the  wants 
of  the  time.  Some  of  the  class  rooms  in  the  present  buildings  are 
deficient  in  lighting  area  and  breathing  space.  The  seating  capacity 
of  these  rooms  is  not  sufficient  for  the  classes  that  use  them.  At 
the  Brooklyn  street  school,  we  were  obliged  to  introduce  the  part 
time  plan  to  relieve  the  congestion  in  the  primary  room.  A  more 
commodious  and  sanitary  building  is  badly  needed  in  this  rapidly 
growing  district  to  replace  the  present  superannuated  structure.  The 
furniture  in  three  school  rooms  has  been  in  use  for  a  long  time  and  is 
so  badly  defaced  that  a  refurnishing  of  them  would  be  welcomed. 

During  the  year  teachers'  meetings  were  held  monthly.  These 
meetings  were  well  attended  and  questions  pertaining  to  the  activi- 
ties of  the  school  room  were  ably  discussed  by  the  corps.  One  of 
the  notable  changes  of  the  year  was  the  introduction  of  departmental 
work  in  the  eighth  and  ninth  grades. 
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CARLISLE— John  C.  Wagner. 


The  school  year  just  closed  witnessed  many  improvements  in  our 
schools. 

During  the  vacation  season,  all  the  buildings  were  thoroughly 
renovated.  New  furniture  was  placed  in  several  rooms,  so  that  we 
now  have  modern  furniture  in  good  condition  in  every  school  room 
in  Carlisle.  The  rooms  in  two  of  our  buildings  were  frescoed,  mak- 
ing them  cheerful  and  attractive.  Sanitary  drinking  fountains  dis- 
placed the  drinking  cup  in  the  Penn  and  Wilson  building.  Consid- 
erable money  was  spent  on  two  of  the  playgrounds,  so  as  to  render 
them  more  useful  to  the  children. 

The  northwestern  section  of  our  town  has  been  growing  steadily 
for  some  years;  and  while  we  are  not  able  at  this  time  to  erect  a 
modern  school  building  in  that  section,  our  Board  last  July  pur- 
chased a  very  beautiful  piece  of  ground  consisting  of  two  acres,  well 
elevated  and  advantageously  located,  which  they  will  hold  as  a  future 
building  site. 

In  order  that  we  may  abandon  seven  school  rooms,  in  old  and 
badly  located  buildings,  and  at  the  same  time,  provide  some  indus- 
trial, or  technical  education  for  high  school  pupils,  our  Board  de- 
cided to  build  a  new  building  planned  to  accommodate  both  the 
academic  and  industrial  or  technical  work  of  all  the  high  school 
pupils,  and  utilize  our  present  high  school  building  for  grade  schools. 
To  this  end  they  bought  a  plot  of  ground  consisting  of  four  acres,  and 
at  a  recent  meeting,  let  a  contract  for  the  erection  of  a  well  planned 
high  school  building.  In  order  to  finish  and  equip  this  building 
complete  it  has  become  necessary  to  ask  our  people  to  vote  for  a 
small  increase  of  bonded  indebtedness.  As  our  people  take  great 
pride  in  their  schools  and  want  the  best  education  for  their  children 
that  they  can  afford,  I  feel  sure  that  they  will  cheerfully  grant  the 
Board's  request  in  this  matter. 

For  the  first  time  in  our  history  we  had  medical  inspection  in  the 
schools.  Two  medical  inspectors  were  appointed  by  the  Board  in 
September.  The  willingness  with  which  pupils  submitted  to  the 
various  tests  and  the  facility  with  which  the  inspectors  performed 
their  work  was  very  gratifying.  The  inspection  revealed  many  more 
physical  defects  than  the  school  authorities  had  anticipated.  Out 
of  a  total  of  1,592  pupils  examined,  502  were  defective  in  vision, 
only  01  of  these  were  wearing  glasses.  Fifty-four  were  defective  in 
hearing,  380  had  bad  teeth,  324  had  enlarged  tonsils.  The  other 
defects  were  not  nearly  so  numerous. 
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The  parents  of  841  pupils  were  notified  of  the  defects  apparently 
found  by  the  inspectors.  Of  this  number  287,  or  34  per  cent.,  reported 
as  having  consulted  their  physicians  and  taken  treatment.  The  fact 
that  only  61  of  the  school  pupils  of  Carlisle  were  wearing  glasses 
while  502  were  found  defective  in  vision  seems  to  prove  the  oft  re- 
peated assertion  that  many  children  do  not  know  and  many  parents 
do  not  suspect  defects  which  interfere  materially  with  the  pupil's 
progress  in  school.  Teachers  found  the  reports  of  the  inspection  very 
valuable  in  assisting  them  to  deal  with  defective  pupils  more  ad- 
vantageously. 

For  reasons  that  we  cannot  always  understand,  some  pupils  fall 
behind  in  their  work  during  the  year  and  cannot  be  promoted  at  the 
end  of  the  term.  In  some  cases  it  seems  advisable  for  a  pupil  to 
make  up  back  work  during  the  vacation,  that  he  may  go  on  with 
his  class.  The  expense  of  tutoring  and  the  lack  of  sufficient  stimula- 
tion when  studying  without  a  tutor  renders  the  problem  of  making  up 
work  difficult.  In  order  to  give  those  high  school  pupils  who  seemed 
able  to  make  up  sufficient  to  do  creditable  work  in  the  next  grade,  our 
Board  opened  a  summer  school  for  a  term  of  eight  weeks  and  fur- 
nished an  experienced  teacher  at  the  expense  of  the  district.  While 
the  term  has  not  yet  closed,  and  while  the  full  results  of  this  experi- 
ment cannot  be  determined  until  the  work  of  the  next  term  is  well 
under  way,  we  are  of  the  opinion  at  this  time  that  this  is  a  good  plan 
and  that  the  results  fully  justify  the  expense  to  the  district. 


CARNEGIE— T.  J.  George. 


During  the  past  year  almost  1,600  children  were  enrolled  in  the 
public  schools  of  Carnegie  borough,  and  were  taught  by  44  teach- 
ers, most  of  whom  were  deeply  interested  in  their  work,  and  got 
splendid  results  in  their  respective  schools.  The  attendance  was 
good;  the  average  percentage  of  attendance  for  the  year  was  93; 
parents  generally  co-operating  with  teachers  and  other  school  of- 
ficials in  having  their  children  in  school  regularly  and  punctually. 
A  good  school  spirit  prevaded  the  district  so  that  little  difficulty 
was  experienced  in  maintaining  very  satisfactory  discipline.  But 
little  corporal  punishment  was  used  and  yet  the  discipline  and  at- 
tention in  the  various  rooms  were  good,  a  splendid  improvement 
on  the  previous  year.     We  were  encouraged  by  the  frequent  visits 


No.  7.  OHAMBERSBURG.  199 

of  teachers  from  neighboring  districts  who  came  to  inspect  our  work 
in  language,  number  work  and  writing.  The  work  in  the  above  sub- 
jects especially  featured  our  work  during  the  past  year. 

But  what  has  been  most  pleasing  has  been  the  improvement  in 
the  conduct  of  the  boys  and  girls.  No  feature  of  the  school  has 
given  greater  pleasure  to  the  management  than  the  noticeable  de- 
crease in  profanity  and  vulgarity  on  the  streets  and  about  the  school 
premises  among  the  school  children.  Tobacco,  especially  that  poison- 
ous cigarette,  was  much  less  used. 

This  moral  uplift,  we  believe,  was  due  in  a  very  large  part  to  the 
mingling  of  the  teachers  among  the  children  upon  the  school  grounds; 
not  directing  them  in  their  play  particularly,  but  the  mere  presence 
of  the  teachers  apparently  creating  a-  refining  influence.  The  rough 
boy  was  not  so  rough,  nor  his  tongue  so  foul. 

Truancy  was  greatly  reduced  and  compulsory  attendance  quite 
well  enforced.  In  fact  we  had  but  little  truancy  the  past  year  and 
not  more  than  three  prosecutions  for  non-attendance. 

Our  high  school  continues  to  do  good  work.  We  have  no  trouble 
in  reaching  college  from  our  three-year  course,  but  we  trust  our  di- 
rectors may  soon  see  their  way  clear  to  make  it  a  strong  high  school 
of  the  first  class.  We  expect  more  room  to  be  provided  the  coming 
year  when  a  four-year  course  will  naturally  follow  and  some  form 
of  vocational  training  adopted. 


OHAMBERSBURG— Samuel  Gehvix. 


Our  school  year  closed  with  many  pleasing  experiences  as  well  as 
some  regrets.  We  are  not  so  easily  pleased  as  to  say  that  our  ex- 
pectations have  been  fully  realized,  but  we  do  affirm  that  commendable 
progress  has  been  made  in  all  grades. 

The  loss  of  one  of  our  buildings  by  fire  somewhat  discommoded 
us  for  a  while,  but  in  a  week  after  the  conflagration  temporary  ac- 
commodations had  been  provided  and  the  work  went  forward  with- 
out much  interruption.  The  loss  of  the  luilding  will  perhaps  prove 
a  blessing,  as  a  commodious  eight-room  house,  modern  in  its  con- 
struction and  equipment  will  be  erected  the  present  summer.  It  is 
not  probable  the  building  will  be  ready  fcr  occupancy  in  September, 
but  we  can  afford  to  wait. 

At  the  close  of  the  term  33  young  peope  in  the  high  school  were 
awarded  diplomas.  We  this  year  fell  in  liae  with  the  advanced  idea 
of  commencement  exercises, — only  two  of  the  graduates  reading  es- 
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says  on  that  occasion.  The  address  of  the  evening  was  delivered  by 
Dr.  A.  Duncan  Yocum,  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  It  would 
be  useless  to  attempt  to  sound  the  praises  of  Dr.  Yocuin,  as  all  who 
know  him  will  bear  testimony  to  the  fact  that  what  he  says  is  sound, 
logical  and  to  the  point. 

Our  total  enrollment  was  2,131.  These  pupils  are  presided  by  49 
teachers.  The  high  school  faculty  is  composed  of  nine  members, 
eight  of  whom  are  regular  college  graduates,  the  ninth  being  a  gradu- 
ate of  a  commercial  school. 

Our  own  knowledge  of  the  weak  points  in  our  high  schjool  curri- 
culum and  the  suggestions  of  High  School  Commissioner  Dennison 
have  lead  to  the  strengthening  of  our  course,  so  that  our  boys  and 
girls  are  now  able  to  select  such  work  as  will  meet  requirements  in  the 
higher  institutions  they  may  select  to  attend. 


CHARLEROI— Thomas  L.  Pollock. 


I  consider  it  a  pleasure  to  submit  this,  my  first  annual  report  of 
the  schools  of  Charleroi  borough,  for  the  time  which  I  have  been 
in  charge.  The  appointment  of  James  G.  Pentz,  the  former  super- 
intendent, to  the  position  of  State  High  School  Inspector,  made  it 
necessary  to  make  a  change  in  the  administration  of  affairs  at  a 
very  critical  time.  Mr.  Pentz's  successor  was  not  elected  until  Au- 
gust 23,  and  did  not  assume  his  duties  until  September  1,  1912.  It 
was  unfortunate  for  the  school  system  that  a  change  had  to  occur 
at  this  time. 

A  great  many  changes  have  been  made  in  the  Charleroi  schools 
during  the  last  year  and  a  half.  Six  new  members  of  the  Board  of 
Education  took  their  oath  of  office  on  the  first  Monday  of  December, 
1911.  The  schools  began  the  term  just  closed  with  a  new  superin- 
tendent, a  new  high  school  principal  and  three  new  high  school  teach- 
ers. Of  the  corps  of  50  teachers,  22  taught  their  first  term  in  our 
district  last  year. 

Any  person  acquainted  with  school  affairs  can  easily  see  that  such 
great  changes  are  certain  to  make  the  management  of  affairs  very  dif- 
ficult. I  feel  that  the  school  authorities  and  teachers  are  to  be  con- 
gratulated for  the  manner  in  which  they  have  conducted  the  schools 
under  such  un propitious  circumstances. 

The  Charleroi  teaching  force  is  composed  of  43  grade  teachers, 
5  high  school  teachers  and  1  music  supervisor.  While  a  large  pro- 
portion of  our  teachers  were  new,  I  am  certain  that  no  mistake  will 
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be  made  when  I  state  that  efficient  work  was  done  by  them.  Too 
much  importance  can  not  be  placed  on  the  strength  of  the  teaching- 
force. 

The  school  reports  show  an  enrollment  of  2,124  pupils.  One  hun- 
dred and  forty  of  this  number  were  enrolled  in  the  high  school  and 
1,984  in  the  grades.  The  average  per  cent,  of  attendance  for  the 
term  was  96.  The  attendance  was  good  when  we  consider  that  dur- 
ing the  term  we  had  several  epidemics — diphtheria,  measles,  whoop- 
ing cough  and  mumps.  A  great  amount  of  sickness  also  existed 
among  the  teachers.  We  were  fortunate  to  secure  good  substitutes 
for  their  places  so  that  the  progress  of  the  work  was  not  impeded. 

The  civic  pride  in  the  schools  is  worthy  of  special  mention  since 
about  3,000  visits  were  made  by  the  interested  patrons  during  the 
term.  I  feel  that  the  educational  sentiment  in  the  community  is 
very  good,  although  there  are  some  whom  we  have  not  been  able 
to  interest.  I  hope  next  term  that  we  will  be  able  to  have  a  closer 
relationship  between  the  home  and  the  school  than  we  have  ever 
had  before.  I  realize  the  importance  of  co-operation  in  school  work. 
A  great  deal  of  the  success  of  the  schools  depends  upon  keeping  them 
before  the  public  in  the  right  light.  I  find  that  the  citizens  of  our 
district  allow  no  selfish  interests  to  enter  into  the  school  affairs 
and  are  not  satisfied  with  anything  except  the  very  best  that  can  be 
produced.  On  all  occasions,  they  are  willing  to  render  their  services 
to  assist  with  school  progress,  realizing  that  the  public  schools  and 
churches  are  the  criteria  by  which  the  culture  of  the  community  is 
to  be  measured. 

The  School  Board  made  arrangements  to  relieve  the  crowded  con- 
dition in  the  primary  grades.  Three  additional  teachers  were  em- 
ployed so  that  no  teacher  would  have  an  unreasonable  number  of 
pupils  and  to  comply  with  the  law  in  regard  to  the  amount  of  air 
space  required  for  each.  The  employment  of  these  additional  teach- 
ers improved  the  conditions  in  the  primary  grades  very  much. 

The  ward  principals,  who  are  remarkably  strong  teachers,  were 
placed  in  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  as  teaching  principals.  This 
arrangement  made  it  possible  to  put  proficient  teachers  in  our  gram- 
mar school  grades. 

At  a  recent  election,  the  voters  of  the  district  gave  their  consent 
to  the  Board  of  Education  to  issue  bonds  to  the  amount  of  f  70,000 
for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  grounds  and  the  erection  of  a  high 
school  building  which  will  contain  fourteen  class  rooms,  a  gymnasium 
and  a  large  auditorium.  The  building  will  contain  all  the  modern 
school  improvements.  The  high  school,  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades 
will  occupy  this  new  building  in  the  fall  of  1913.  A  grammar  school 
department  will  be  conducted  on  the  departmental  system.  Commer- 
cial work  and  domestic  science  will  also  be  introduced  into  the 
high  school  next  year. 
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The  high  school  course  has  heen  lengthened  from  three  years  to 
four,  which  will  make  our  school  a  first  class  high  school  instead  of 
a  second  which  it  has  been  in  the  last  few  years. 

The  educational  interest  among  the  teachers  was  good.  During 
the  year  they  were  addressed  by  the  following  persons:  Professor 
Edward  Rynearson,  Mrs.  Mary  G.  Noss,  Miss  Anna  Buckbee,  W.  S. 
Hertzog,  W.  D.  Pollock,  H.  J.  Booth,  Dr.  F.  C.  Stahlman,  Dr.  J.  W. 
Manon  and  Rev.  C.  P.  Bastian. 

The  teachers  of  Monongahela  City,  Donora  and  Charleroi,  about 
150  in  number,  have  formed  a  Tri-Distiict  Teachers'  Institute  and 
arrangements  have  been  made  to  hold  the  institute  in  Charleroi  dur- 
ing the  week  of  September  1st  to  the  5th,  1913.  Prominent  educators 
have  been  procured  and  an  interesting  institute  is  assured. 

In  conclusion,  I  believe  that  Charleroi  has  a  good  school  system 
which  is  managed  by  a  progressive  and  competent  Board  of  Educa- 
tion. I  predict  many  improvements  will  be  made  in  our  schools  and 
trust  that  they  will  continue  to  progress  and  that  the  standard  of 
efficiency  will  not  be  lowered  under  the  new  regime. 


CHELTENHAM    TOWNSHIP,    MONTGOMERY    COUNTY— Wm. 

G.  Cleaver. 


Substantial  additions  to  two  of  the  school  buildings  of  the  town- 
ship have  been  completed  since  the  close  of  the  last  school  year. 
These  were  made  necessary  by  the  steady  increase  of  population, 
and  perhaps  to  a  greater  degree,  by  the  larger  percentage  of  chil- 
dren between  the  ages  of  six  and  sixteen  who  are  held  in  our  schools. 
At  Glenside  the  second  half  of  the  building  has  been  completed,  and 
the  very  latest  type  of  heating  and  ventilation  system  installed.  An 
additional  acre  of  ground  adjoining  the  school  has  also  been  pur- 
chased, thus  providing  a  spacious  playground.  At  Wyncote  the 
building  was  thoroughly  overhauled  and  remodelled  by  the  addition 
of  a  second  story,  and  a  hot  water  heating  plant  was  introduced.  In 
both  these  schools  provision  has  been  made  for  manual  training 
shops.  The  number  of  available  school  rooms  in  the  district  was 
increased  by  six  through  these  additions. 

The  most  progressive  step  taken,  however,  during  the  year  was 
the  purchase  of  about  five  acres  of  ground  adjoining  the  high  school 
for  the  purpose  of  providing  an  athletic  field  for  the  people  of  the 
township.  The  field  has  been  graded  at  considerable  expense  in  order 
to  adapt  it  as  fully  as  possible  to  its  purpose.     Tt  contains  an  oval 
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quarter-mile  running  track,  a  football  field,  baseball  diamond,  pits 
for  jumping  and  vaulting  and  two  tennis  courts.  Lumber  for  the 
first  section  of  a  bleacher  stand  was  donated  by  the  High  School 
Alumni,  and  this  has  been  designed  and  erected  entirely  by  the  boys 
of  the  school  under  the  direction  of  the  manual  training  teacher. 
The  field  was  formally  opened  with  a  splendid  meet  in  which  six 
high  schools  took  part.  The  total  cost  of  the  field  and  the  improve- 
ments named  above  was  about  f  60,000. 

During  the  months  of  July  and  August  it  is  proposed  to  throw  all 
the  advantages  of  this  athletic  field  open  to  the  residents  of  the  town- 
ship, and  the  young  people  will  be  encouraged  to  make  use  of  the 
playground  on  every  week  day.  A  competent  supervisor  has  been 
engaged,  who  will  have  full  charge  at  all  times.  Extensive  prepara- 
tions have  also  been  made  for  a  suitable  celebration  of  Independence 
Day,  which  will  take  place  under  the  auspices  of  a  committee  repre- 
senting the  entire  township,  and  for  which  the  high  school  grounds 
will  be  used. 

In  all  respects  our  school  wori:  during  the  year  has  been  success- 
ful and  highly  satisfactory.  Five  new  teachers  have  been  added  to 
the  number  previously  employed,  two  of  whom  have  been  required 
by  the  largely  increased  enrollment  in  the  high  school.  At  the  close 
of  the  term  77  pupils  were  promoted  from  the  eighth  grade  to  the 
high  school,  of  whom  68  have  expressed  their  intention  to  enter  our 
high  school,  and  the  remaining  9  expect  to  enter  other  higher  schools. 
The  graduating  class  of  the  high  school  numbered  39,  an  increase  of 
50  per  cent,  over  the  largest  class  previously  graduated. 


CHESTER— Thomas  S.  Cole. 


Chester  has  but  little  to  report  this  year. 

We  have  returned  to  the  old  plan  of  continuous  sessions  for  our 
annual  institute.  The  teachers  prefer  this,  and  our  experience  seems 
to  show  that  such  an  institute  is  more  stimulating. 

Our  new  Franklin  grammar  school  will  be  dedicated  September 
1st.  It  contains  eighteen  class  rooms,  an  assembly  room  seating 
326  persons,  and  a  complete  manual  training  equipment  for  both 
sexes. 

Our  failure  to  secure  justice  for  girls  desiring  to  become  teachers 
is  a  subject  of  sincere  regret  to  all  who  understand  the  situation 
in  this  city. 
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COAL     TOWNSHIP,     NORTHUMBERLAND      COUNTY— P.      F. 

Brennan. 


In  submitting  this  my  second  annual  report  to  the  Department, 
it  affords  me  a  great  degree  of  satisfaction  to  state  that  the  progress 
shown  during  the  year  has  been  most  gratifying.  The  schools  of 
this  district  made  commendable  progress  during  the  year.  There  was 
no  friction  in  any  shape  or  form  that  could  have  had  a  tendancy  to 
retard  their  progress.  This  is  due  in  a  large  measure  to  the  excellent 
professional  spirit  of  our  teaching  force. 

We  have  in  course  of  contemplation  a  large  eight-room  addition 
to  the  McKinley  building.  This  is  necessitated  by  the  crowded  con- 
dition of  the  schools  in  that  locality. 

The  high  school  had  an  enrollment  of  94  students,  the  per  cent. 
of  attendance  was  97.  This  is  a  good  showing  taking  into  considera- 
tion the  distance  the  greater  number  of  students  come  to  school. 
Twenty-four  students  were  graduated,  15  of  these  took  the  commer- 
cial course,  9  the  Latin-scientific  course.  It  is  anticipated  that  fully 
50  students  will  enter  the  high  school  the  incoming  year. 

A  departure  was  made  in  the  graduating  exercises  from  the  usual 
recitations,  essays,  etc.  The  class  produced  an  interesting  and  en- 
tertaining drama,  "The  School  Ma'am.''  At  the  matinee  and  even- 
ing performances,  fully  3,000  persons  attended.  The  presentation 
of  diplomas  was  conducted  by  the  Board  of  Education  and  the  ex- 
ercises incident  to  this  feature  was  most  gratifying. 

The  Board  has  in  view  the  purchase  of  playgrounds  and  an  athletic 
field.  Portion  of  the  ground  will  be  devoted  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits. 

Patrons'  Day  was  held  on  May  28th.  This  date  served  a  double 
purpose,  for  in  addition  to  the  usual  exhibit,  appropriate  exer- 
cises were  held  suitable  to  Memorial  Day.  The  school  children 
of  the  district  are  always  interested  in  the  Memorial  Day  pro- 
gramme, besides  they  are  generous  contributors  to  the  purchase 
of  flowers,  showing  a  patriotic  devotion  to  the  heroes  of  61-64. 
The  exhibit  work  displayed  by  the  teachers  was  the  best  ever  seen 
by  the  larger  number  of  patrons. 

The  fourth  annual  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  in  the  high  school 
auditorium.  Every  teacher  was  in  attendance  every  day.  The  in- 
structors were  Dr.  Byron  King,  president  King's  School  of  Oratory, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.;  Prof.  O.  L.  Warren,  Elmira,  N.  Y.;  Miss  Helen  E. 
Rhoades,  critic  teacher,  Central  State  Normal  School,  Lock  Haven, 
Pa.    Prof.  Warren  was  also  instructor  of  music.    A  special  feature 
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of  the  institute  was  the  exercises  on  Wednesday  afternoon.  The 
High  School  Orchestra  and  Chorus  furnished  the  instrumental  and 
vocal  music.  A  sight-singing  class  from  the  fourth  grade  pupils 
gave  a  very  satisfactory  exhibition  of  their  work  in  sight  music. 
The  teachers  and  public  announced  the  institute  the  most  success- 
ful ever  held  in  this  section.  . 

Mght  schools  were  opened  in  various  localities  of  this  district 
in  order  to  meet  the  growing  demands  of  the  Mining  Institute.  Five 
teachers  were  employed  and  fully  250  students  enrolled.  Interest 
was  manifested  to  such  an  extent  by  the  students  that  they  re- 
quested a  continuance  of  the  time  which  was  freely  granted  by  the 
Board. 

Permit  me  to  say  in  conclusion  that  this  has  been  a  most  pleasant 
and  profitable  year.  The  School  Board  has  always  cheerfully  re- 
sponded to  any  demands  for  the  uplifting  of  our  schools.  Their 
moral  and  official  support  can  always  be  counted  on  for  progressive- 
ness,  for  this,  I  am  extremely  grateful.  I  tender  my  thanks  to  the 
School  Department  for  favors  received,  and  to  directors,  teachers 
and  citizens  for  their  uniform  kindness. 


COATESVILLE— W.    T.    Gordon. 


Notwithstanding  the  prevalence  of  a  severe  epidemic  of  measles 
and  scarlet  fever  during  the  greater  part  of  the  winter  months,  and 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that  many  of  our  teachers  were  obliged 
to  labor  under  exceedingly  unfavorable  conditions  on  account  of 
their  pupils  being  crowded  into  small,  poorly  heated,  illy  ventilated 
and  badly  lighted  rooms,  the  year  which  has  just  closed  may  be 
reckoned  as  one  of  general  success  in  matter  educational.  The 
year  was  marked  by  earnest  and  faithful  work  on  the  part  of  our 
teachers  and,  with  few  exceptions,  by  cheerful  co-operation  on  the 
part  of  pupils.  When  these  conditions  exist,  progress  is  sure  to 
be  made. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  (certainly  the  most  to  be  regretted) 
event  of  the  year  was  the  overwhelming  defeat  of  a  school  loan  by 
our  voters  at  the  November  election.  Owing  to  the  destruction  of 
a  part  of  our  Main  street  buildings  by  fire,  which  practically  put 
out  of  commission  twelve  grade  rooms,  our  Board  of  Education  de- 
cided early  last  fall  to  erect  a  new  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  high 
school  building  and  to  use  the  rooms  in  our  present  high  school 
building  for  grade  purposes.    To  carry  out  this  project  it  was  found 
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that  at  least  one  hundred  fifty  thousand  dollars  ($150,000)  would 
be  required.  In  as  much  as  our  district  had  already  borrowed  up 
to  its  legal  limit,  it  became  necessary  to  secure  the  consent  of  our 
voters  before  the  requisite  bonds  could  be  issued.  The  proposition 
was,  therefore,  put  up  to  the  voters  at  the  November  election,  with 
the  result  that  it  was  defeated  by  an  almost  two-to-one  vote. 

The  defeat  of  the  high  school  pioposition  made  it  necessary  to 
devise  some  other  means  of  providing  rooms  to  take  the  place  of 
those  destroyed  by  fire.  It  was  accordingly  decided  to  erect  a  new 
twelve-room  building  at  the  corner  of  East  Main  street  and  Columbia 
avenue  and  to  levy  a  special  tax  sufficiently  high  to  pay  for  it  as 
soon  as  completed.  This  building,  now  well  under  way,  will  be  a 
two-story  fire-proof  building  with  all  modern  equipments  and  thor- 
oughly up-to-date  in  every  particular.  We  expect  the  building  to  be 
ready  for  occupancy  on  or  before  January  1,  1914. 

Another  important  event  was  the  organization  of  a  Parent-Teacher 
Association  early  last  spring.  After  the  meetings  for  completing 
the  organization,  two  very  interesting  and  well  attended  meetings 
were  held  in  the  high  school  auditorium.  Great  interest  and  much 
enthusiam  were  manifested,  especially  on  the  part  of  parents.  I 
am  convinced  that  this  organization  will  bring  about  a  hearty  co- 
operation of  parents  and  teachers,  and  that  it  will  prove  to  be  a 
great  benefit  to  our  schools  in  many  ways. 

At  the  close  of  last  term  four  of  our  best  teachers  resigned,  but 
we  have  succeeded  in  filling  the  vacancies  thus  caused  by  teachers 
who,  we  hope,  will  prove  to  be  just  as  competent  as  those  who  re- 
signed. Our  high  school  faculty  has  been  strengthened  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  two  additional  teachers. 

While  we  shall  be  obliged  to  labor  under  unfavorable  conditions 
during  a  portion  of  the  coming  year  we  hope  by  strenuous  effort  to 
make  it  one  of  the  most  successful  in  our  history. 


COLUMBIA— H.  W.  Dodd. 


Our  schools  closed  Friday,  June  6th,  when  30  young  men  and 
women  were  awarded  diplomas  by  the  Board  of  Education.  This  is 
the  largest  class  to  graduate  in  the  history  of  our  schools. 

During  the  year  our  total  registration  was  1,708 — 841  boys  and 
867  girls.  An  excellent  attendance  record  was  made:  boys  94  per 
cent.,  girls'  93  per  cent.  This  good  attendance  is  due  in  great  meas- 
ure to  the  excellent  services  of  our  medical  inspector,  and  hearty 
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co-operation  of  the  local  health  board.  Although  schools  were  closed 
all  about  us  in  the  county,  with  the  exception  of  several  half-days 
for  fumigation,  our  schools  missed  no  time  because  of  epidemics. 

An  effort  has  been  made  toward  better  classification  and  promo- 
tion of  pupils.  With  this  end  in  view  our  Board  established  the 
card  record  system  recommended  by  the  N.  E.  A.  We  can  already 
see  the  effects  of  the  adoption  of  such  a  system. 

To  further  aid  this  classification  there  was  established  what  we 
call  our  6- A  grade,  into  which  is  collected  the  brightest  children. 
Also,  there  was  established  what  is  practically  an  ungraded  room 
into  which  was  placed  the  slowest  pupils. 

So  well  did  this  work  during  the  year  that  for  the  ensuing  year 
permission  has  been  given  for  the  establishing  of  a  7- A  grade. 

The  departmental  teaching  of  our  A  grammar  school,  which  really 
was  a  misnomer,  has  been  overhauled,  and  a  departmental  teaching 
system  established  whereby  each  teacher  is  made  the  head  of  one 
department.  This  conserving  of  energy,  and  directing  of  effort,  we 
hope  to  see  produce  better  all-around  work. 

In  addition  to  grade  meetings  for  the  discussion  of  methods  of 
teaching  the  various  subjects,  regular  monthly  meetings  were  held, 
at  which  were  discussed,  after  special  preparation  by  the  teachers 
selected,  the  following  subjects: 

December  2,  1912 — The  Physical  Efficiency  of  a  School  System. 

February  17,  1913 — The  Teaching  Efficiency. 

April  14,  1913 — An  Efficient  Curriculum. 

May  12,    1913— Results. 

Retardation,  Elimination,  Promotion.  Prof.  McMnrry's  "How  to 
Study,  and  Teaching  How  to  Study,"  was  read  during  the  month, 
and  discussed  at  each  meeting. 

We  are  directing  most  of  our  energy  toward  securing  a  new  high 
school  building  which  is  our  most  vital  need.  So  far  have  we  gone 
in  this  matter  that  the  Board  of  Education  will  ask  the  people  to 
vote  upon  a  bond  issue  at  the  coming  fall  election. 

We  hope  to  establish,  when  we  secure  a  new  building,  a  course 
in  vocational  education.  Looking  toward  that  end,  and  at  the 
same  time  for  the  sake  of  proper  classification,  finding  the  weak- 
ness of  our  teaching,  and  curriculum,  and  securing  the  best  knowl- 
edge of  every  boy  and  girl,  an  age-grade  census  of  all  boys  and  girls 
in  the  first  eight  grades  was  taken  two  years  in  succession.  Below 
is  a  copy  of  this  census.  You  will  note  that  not  only  does  it  give 
at  a  glance,  the  normal  and  sub-normal  children,  but  also,  the  super- 
normal. Also,  it  indicates  the  pupils  in  the  grades  who  will  be 
benefited  by  vocational  education,  even  if  such  a  course  were  ap- 
plicable only  to  a  high  school. 
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I  want  to  thank  the  Department  for  its  helpful  suggestions  dur- 
ing the  year,  and  especially  Prof.  Koch,  whose  interest  in  the  things 
we  are  trying  to  do  has  been  inspiring. 


CONNELLSVILLE— Stanley  P.  Ashe. 


The  school  year  of  1912-13  closed  June  5th  with  a  graduating 
class  in  the  high  school  of  66,  and  a  class  passing  from  the  eighth 
grade  to  the  freshman  class  in  high  school  of  128.  We  think  that 
the  work  this  year  has  been  quite  successful.  It  was  especially  in- 
teresting on  account  of  this  being  the  first  year  of  our  work  under 
manual  training,  domestic  science,  and  reconstructed  drawing  and 
hand-work  courses.  The  new  courses  were  highly  successful.  They 
were  not  only  a  success  in  their  own  departments,  but  gave  added 
zest  to  our  other  work. 

Our  City  Institute  was  a  very  good  one,  being  attended  by  not 
only  the  teachers  of  our  town  but  by  many  from  surrounding  towns. 
Our  instructors  were  Dr.  R.  Edwin  Lee,  of  Meadville,  Pa.;  Supt. 
Reed  B.  Teitrick,  of  Harrisburg,  Pa.;  Miss  Anna  B.  Thomas,  of 
California,  Pa.;  Miss  Agnes  Connell,  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa.;  Dean  Clif- 
ford B.  Connelly,  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa. ;  Prof.  Willis  Y.  Welch,  of  Clar- 
ion, Pa. ;  Prin.  Walter  S.  Hertzog,  of  California,  Pa. ;  Mrs.  Alice  M. 
Carmalt,  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  Our  High  School  Musical  Club  and 
our  High  School  Lecture  Course  consisting  of  six  members  were 
very  interesting  activities  of  the  year. 

The  only  discouraging  feature  we  have  to  offer  this  year  is  the 
crowded  condition  of  our  second  and  third  ward  buildings.  How- 
ever, before  the  coming  year  we  hope  to  have  the  congestion  relieved. 


CONSHOHOCKEN— Frank  L.  Cloud. 


The  year  of  1912-1913  is  the  beginning  of  a  new  era  for  the  Con- 
shohocken  public  schools.  Marked  progress  can  be  noted  all  along 
the  line  of  work.    From  the  scholastic  side,  I  can  say  that  in  spite 
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of  six  new  teachers  out  of  our  corps  of  twenty-five  good  work  has 
been  done,  especial  emphasis  being  laid  on  fundamental  work  in 
reading  and  English. 

A  new  course  of  work  has  been  put  in  force  for  the  sewing  de- 
partment, and  an  extension  of  the  work  in  mechanical  drawing  and 
wood  work  has  placed  our  boys  and  girls  in  a  position  where  they 
can  receive  practical  work  of  real  value  in  our  manual  training  de- 
partment. The  work  of  the  commercial  department  has  shown  ad- 
vance over  the  high  standards  set  in  previous  years. 

When  our  schools  opened  in  September,  1912,  a  new  flush  toilet 
system  had  just  been  installed  at  a  cost  of  $3,000.  Our  high  school 
department  has  been  renovated  and  a  new  metal  ceiling  placed  over 
our  assembly  room  at  a  cost  of  $400. 

On  January  2,  1913,  a  near  catastrophe  occurred  in  the  high 
school.  During  a  high  wind  storm,  a  brick  chimney  was  blown  over, 
crushed  through  the  roof  into  one  of  the  high  school  class  rooms  de- 
molishing the  ceiling  and  a  number  of  desks  and  seats.  Fortunately, 
the  class  room  was  empty  at  the  time,  as  the  accident  occurred  at 
1.28  P.  M.,  classes  were  assembling  in  the  main  room  at  1.30.  The 
damage  amounted  to  $350.  Repairs  were  made  immediately,  and 
by  a  happy  readjustment  of  classes  and  rooms  only  one  day's  time 
was  lost  in  part  of  the  schools. 

During  the  month  of  March,  the  Board  of  Directors  purchased  a 
lot  of  ground  (120  ft.  x  186  ft.)  on  the  main  street  of  the  town  for 
the  purpose  of  erecting  a  new  high  school  building,  price  $8,500. 
An  issue  of  bonds  amounting  to  $43,000  was  made,  and  this  together 
with  the  moneys  on  hand  and  that  which  will  come  in  from  an  in- 
crease in  taxes,  will  give  us  a  new  high  school  building.  The  plans 
for  the  same  are  completed  and  bids  are  now  being  received. 

Another  step  forward  was  taken  when  at  the  June  meeting  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  by  a  unanimous  vote,  a  four-year  course  for 
the  high  school  was  decided  upon. 

Our  commencement  exercises  were  held  June  27,  1913.  Dr.  A.  C. 
Rothermel,  Principal  of  the  Keystone  State  Normal  School,  was  the 
speaker.  A  class  of  fourteen  girls  and  nine  boys  received  diplomas 
on  this  occasion.  At  the  commencement  exercises,  the  Order  of  In- 
dependent Americans  presented  the  school  district  with  nineteen 
handsome  bibles. 

I  wish  to  take  advantage  of  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my 
hearty  appreciation  of  the  co-operation  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the  pupils. 
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CORRY— C.  L.  Wilson. 


Co'rry  public  schools  closed  a  successful  year  June  eleventh,  1913. 

Plans  were  adopted  and  the  contract  let  for  an  addition  of  four 
rooms  to  the  First  Ward,  or  Concord  Building  to  be  completed  by 
September  15,  1913. 

This  addition  will  double  the  size  of  this  building  and  make  avail- 
able 2S  recitation  rooms  below  the  high  school. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  superintendent  and  principal  of  the 
high  school  resigned  to  enter  other  work. 


DANVILLE— D.  N.  Dieffenbacher. 


The  year  1912-13  for  the  Danville  schools  has  been  one  of  continued 
prosperity.  One  new  school  was  opened  to  accommodate  the  in- 
creased enrollment  in  the  sixth  and  seventh  grades,  and  one  more 
teacher  added  to  the  corps. 

Harmony  and  good- will  have  prevailed  throughout  the  entire  school 
system,  thus  aiding  materially  the  effective  work  of  teachers  and 
instructors.  With  a  deep  appreciation  of  the  class  and  character 
of  the  work,  the  teachers'  salaries  have  been  increased,  and  much 
has  been  accomplished  to  elevate  the  standard  of  our  public  schools. 

The  school  buildings  and  rooms  throughout  the  borough  have  been 
more  or  less  repaired  and  improved.  Besides  the  annual  cleaning 
of  the  school  buildings  during  the  summer  vacation,  the  Board,  be- 
lieving that  a  mid-term  cleaning  would  conduce  to  the  comfort  and 
the  general  healthfulness  of  pupils,  very  wisely  made  a  departure 
this  year,  causing  all  the  buildings  to  be  thoroughly  cleaned  from 
top  to  bottom  during  the  Christmas  holiday  season,  precisely  as  is 
done  during  the  summer  vacation. 

Up  to  the  present  time,  the  high  school  has  had  but  few  reference 
books  on  general  and  special  topics,  being  obliged  to  rely  largely 
upon  the  Thomas  Beaver  Free  Library.  AVhile  the  books  obtained 
from  this  source  assist  the  school  very  much,  it  can  not  compare  with 
the  advantages  of  having  a  library  in  the  school  building,  containing 
the  reference  books  that  have  been  recommended  by  the  department 
of  public  instruction  as  the  best  adapted  for  school  work.  The  first 
step  was  taken  during  the  year  toward  procuring  a  library  for  the 
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high  school.  A  handsome  walnut  bookcase,  The  New  International 
Encyclopedia  bound  in  half  russia,  and  a  number  of  other  reference 
books  were  purchased  by  the  Board.  Some  fifty  additional  volumes, 
books  of  various  sorts,  have  been  presented  to  the  school  by  different 
persons  living  in  the  district.  These  have  been  placed  in  the  new 
bookcase  as  a  nucleus  of  a  comprehensive  and  valuable  library. 

The  principal  public  events  in  our  schools  during  the  year  were 
as  follows:  Washington-Lincoln  and  Parents'  Day  observed  in  all 
schools  February  21st;  annual  musicale  and  drawing  exhibition  in 
all  grades  May  16th ;  grammar  school  commencement  in  high  school 
auditorium,  May  28th ;  annual  contest  between  the  Lincoln  and  Gar- 
field Literary  Societies,  May  29th;  baccalaureate  sermon  by  Eev. 
J.  N.  Bauman,  Reformed  Church,  June  1st;  class  day  and  commence- 
ment exercises,  afternoon  and  evening  of  June  3rd  in  the  opera 
house.  Large  and  appreciative  audiences  were  present  on  all  these 
occasions.  Sixty-four  pupils  were  graduated  from  the  grammar 
schools  and  thirty-one  from  the  high  school,  including  thirteen  from 
the  commercial  department  of  the  high  school.  Eleven  of  the  acad- 
emic graduates  will  enter  college  this  year. 

The  last  Legislature  enacted  laws  designed  to  encourage  and  aid 
industrial  education.  Danville,  being  the  center  of  industrial  ac- 
tivities, may  well  be  interested  in  such  legislation.  Whatever  con- 
ditions the  State  imposes  upon  us  should  be  met  by  suitable  action 
in  order  to  secure  the  benefits  available. 

Pupils  in  our  schools  should  have  an  opportunity  to  acquire  the 
education  and  training  that  will  best  fit  them  to  become  efficient 
wage  earners,  efficient  and  skillful  in  the  trades  and  handicrafts 
they  intend  to  follow.  We  are  particularly  concerned  in  this  because 
of  our  large  manufacturing  interests,  and  the  increasing  demand  for 
skilled  mechanics.  The  many  industries  located  here,  and  destined 
to  increase  and  expand,  will  require  intelligent  and  trained  me- 
chanics. To  meet  these  conditions  we  assume  a  responsibility  and 
duty  to  open  avenues  for  practical  instruction  and  industrial  train- 
ing for  all  who  intend  to  work  with  their  hands  with  as  much  consid- 
eration as  we  show  to  those  who  plan  to  pursue  the  more  intellectual 
pursuits  of  life. 

Industrial  education  and  vocational  training  have  received  a  large 
share  of  public  attention  in  recent  educational  movements.  Reports, 
recommendations,  and  theories  of  committees  and  educators  have 
been  presented  and  given  unusual  consideration.  Much  stress  has 
been  placed  on  the  need  of  this  kind  of  training  without  offering  any 
satisfactory  method  or  plan  for  incorporating  into  our  school  curri- 
culum this  industrial  demand.  Danville,  being  a  manufacturing  cen- 
ter, is  vitally  interested  in  this  phase  of  education.     When  a  satis- 
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factory  solution  is  found  for  these  problems  we  should  then  be  pre- 
pared to  enter  upon  the  work  with  zeal  and  courage. 

I  desire  to  express  to  the  State  Department  and  to  the  members 
of  the  Danville  School  Board  my  deep  appreciation  for  the  generous 
support  and  unfailing  courtesy  accorded  me.  For  the  teachers  I  have 
only  words  of  commendation  and  praise  for  their  earnest  and  faith- 
ful efforts  to  advance  the  interests  of  our  schools. 


DARBY— Charles  P.  Sweeny. 


No  radical  changes  have  been  made  in  the  administration  of  our 
schools  during  the  current  year,  thirty-one  teachers  were  employed, 
and  of  this  number  twenty  were  graduates  of  State  Normal  Schools, 
and  four  held  permanent  certificates. 

Early  in  the  school  term,  through  the  activities  of  the  Board,  the 
teacher  and  pupils  of  the  eight  grade,  Walnut  Street  building,  gave 
an  entertainment  in  the  high  school  auditorium  and  the  funds  raised 
were  sufficient  to  pay  for  a  fine  upright  piano.  We  now  have  two 
upright  pianos  also  one  grand  piano  in  our  schools. 

The  progress  in  our  schools,  especially  in  the  primary  grades,  has 
been  very  much  harassed  and  retarded  by  the  prevalence  of  con- 
tagious diseases.  For  twelve  days,  iu  February,  the  schools  were 
closed  by  order  of  the  local  board  of  health.  Owing  to  the  crowded 
condition  of  the  grammar  grades  in  our  Walnut  Street  building  the 
pupils  of  the  seventh  grade  will  be  put  on  half  time  for  the  coming 
school  year,  unless  the  Board  sees  its  way  clear  to  erect  a  new 
building. 

Our  teachers  have  been  faithful  to  their  duties  and  are  to  be 
praised  for  the  good  work  wrought  in  the  field  of  popular  education. 

On  the  evening  of  May  27th  last,  the  Board  of  School  Directors 
gave  a  reception  to  the  old  soldiers  and  members  of  the  local  patriotic 
societies.  Hon.  Wm.  H.  Berry,  of  Chester,  Pa.,  gave  a  stirring  and 
well  timed  address,  while  the  teachers  and  pupils  of  our  Ridge  Ave- 
nue building,  lent  a  cheer  by  marches,  drills  and  patriotic  songs. 

The  annual  commencement  was  held  Thursday,  June  26th,  and 
the  annual  address  was  given  by  Dr.  John  P.  Garber,  associate 
superintendent  public  schools,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

In  conclusion,  T  am  pleased  to  thank  the  Department  for  assistance 
and  acts  of  courtesy. 
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DICKSON  CITY— James  P.  Wilson. 


During  the  school  year  1912-1913,  1,639  pupils  were  enrolled  in 
this  district.  Thirty-five  teachers  were  employed  for  all  the  time 
and  a  musical-  director  gave  one-half  of  his  time  to  the  work  in  the 
district.  There  are  three  good  buildings,  all  built  within  the  last 
three  years;  one  one-room  building  built  two  years  ago;  and  one  old 
four-room  building  that  needs  repairs  as  the  heating  and  ventilation 
are  very  poor. 

The  teachers  have  been  very  diligent  in  their  work  and  have  done 
their  part  to  make  the  school  year  a  success.  Nothing  that  could 
be  done  by  them  for  the  benefit  of  the  schools  has  been  neglected. 
This  year  the  Ward  system  of  reading  has  been  adopted  and  the  re- 
sults have  been  most  gratifying  due  to  the  energy  of  our  first  grade 
teachers. 


DUBOIS— William  R.  Strauglin. 


The  enrollment  in  our  schools  for  the  past  year  was  2,433,  with 
an  average  attendance  of  94.59  per  cent.  During  the  year  we  were 
threatened  with  several  epidemics  of  diseases,  but  fortunately  schools 
were  not  closed.  In  spite  of  these  conditions  our  average  attendance 
was  as  high  as  the  year  previous  when  there  were  no  epidemics.  One 
hundred  and  ninety-three  pupils  were  not  absent  during  the  year, 
and  1,779  were  not  even  tardy  once  during  the  year.  We  have  had 
little  difficulty  in  keeping  our  pupils  in  school,  as  the  compulsory 
attendance  law  has  been  rigidly  enforced. 

A  home  and  school  league,  consisting  of  parents  and  teachers, 
was  organized  during  the  year  and  has  been  a  great  factor  in  aiding 
our  schools.    All  of  the  meetings  were  well  attended. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  school  year  manual  training,  sewing,  and 
mechanical  drawing  were  introduced  into  our  school  course  and 
proved  so  successful  that  these  subjects  will  be  placed  in  the  gram- 
mar grades  next  year. 
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To  encourage  pupils  to  do  better  work  in  daily  recitations  and 
at  the  same  time  to  afford  teachers  an  opportunity  for  more  individual 
instruction,  we  tried  the  plan  of  dismissing  those  pupils  whose  recita- 
tions for  the  day  were  entirely  satisfactory  one-half  hour  early  in 
the  afternoon.  The  one-half  hour  was  used  to  help  deficient  pupils. 
Where  this  plan  was  tried  the  teachers  were  entirely  satisfied  with 
the  results.  We  shall  have  the  programs  arranged  next  year  so 
that  this  can  be  done  more  generally. 

Peace  Day  was  celebrated  throughout  the  public  schools  on  May  18, 

The  first  public  school  entertainment  course  was  a  success.  Every 
one  seems  to  have  been  pleased  with  the  lectures  and  entertainments 
which  were  given.  The  course  left  us  with  a  net  gain  of  f  138  to  help 
meet  the  expenses  of  another  year. 

The  school  directors  equipped  the  high  school  auditorium  and 
stage,  and  beautified  the  high  school  grounds. 

The  control  of  high  school  athletics  has  been  placed  under  the 
faculty. 

Through  the  encouragement  of  the  Alumni  Association  of  the  high 
school  two  literary  societies  were  organized.  Regular  weekly  meet- 
ings were  held  and  good  results  obtained.  The  Alumni  Association 
offers  annually  an  oak  shield  to  the  society  winning  the  highest  num- 
ber of  points  in  debates  and  in  recitations.  The  Irving  was  the 
winner. 

A  vacation  school  for  boys  of  the  grades  who  desired  to  take  man- 
ual training  was  organized  and  operated  during  the  month  of  July. 
A  large  class  availed  themselves  of  this  opportunity.  The  results 
were  so  satisfactory  that  during  the  next  summer  vacation  the  schools 
will  be  opened  more  extensively  to  other  departments. 

A  teachers'  training  class  was  organized  shortly  after  the  open- 
ing of  school  and  many  of  our  young  teachers  obtained  professional 
encouragement  and  advanced  ideas  in  teaching.  All  of  the  teachers 
have  been  studying  professional  lines,  and  regular  Ward  meetings 
have  been  held  for  the  discussion  of  the  books  read. 


DUNMORE— C.  F.  Hoban. 


The  school  year  of  1912-1913  was  one  of  great  advancement.  Re- 
in idation  reached  its  minimum,  there  being  a  greater  percentage  of 
promotions  than  in  any  previous  year.     It  is  a  great  satisfaction  to 
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report  that  every  child  under  fourteen  years  of  age  in  this  borough, 
was  in  school;  that  more  boys  and  girls  over  fourteen  years  of  age 
were  enrolled  than  in  any  previous  year. 

Substantial  progress  was  made  along  all  lines.  The  teachers  were 
given  substantial  increases  in  salary.  They  proved  to  the  Board  the 
wisdom  of  the  investment  by  rendering  a  higher  degree  of  efficient 
service.  All  of  them  took  courses  in  the  Palmer  system  of  penman- 
ship and  over  half  of  them  qualified  and  received  certificates.  The 
others  hope  to  qualify  the  coming  year. 

In  response  to  an  invitation  from  the  Committee  on  Evaluation 
of  School  Subjects,  our  teachers  made  a  very  careful  study  of  time 
values  the  consideration  of  which  occupied  a  period  of  seven  months. 
As  a  result  of  this  study,  we  have  a  new  set  of  values  and  a  much 
enriched  curriculum  in  Dunmore. 

I  regard  this  as  the  richest  and  most  helpful  piece  of  work  ever 
performed  by  our  teachers. 

Following  the  presentation  of  the  report  of  our  teachers  to  the 
School  Board,  a  resolution  was  passed  by  the  board  to  the  effect 
"that  beginning  with  the  school  year  1913-1914,  the  teachers  be  paid 
for  twelve  months,  provided  they  attend  a  summer  school  for  six 
weeks  during  the  summer  vacation" ;  and  a  committee  of  three  mem- 
bers of  the  board  was  appointed  to  act  with  the  superintendent  in 
making  a  study  of  vocational  training,  a  report  of  which  is  to  be 
submitted  to  the  board  at  its  first  meeting  in  December. 

To  accommodate  our  rapidly  increasing  school  population,  the 
School  Board  has  contracted  for  a  four-room  addition  to  the  Long- 
fellow building  and  a  two-room  addition  to  the  Eugene  Field  build- 
ing. 

Although  our  present  high  school  building  was  erected  only  four 
and  one-half  years  ago,  it  is  now  much  too  small  for  the  needs  of 
Dunmore.  The  School  Board  is  contemplating  the  erection  of  a 
new  high  school  building  that  will  be  modern  in  every  respect. 

The  annual  institute  was  held  during  the  week  preceding  the 
opening  of  school  in  September.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  McNeal, 
of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  and  Dr.  J.  W.  Sweeny, 
superintendent  of  Elk  county,  both  of  whom  gave  very  inspiring  ad- 
dresses on  pedagogy ;  Miss  Beatrice  Weller,  of  New  York,  whose 
work  in  drawing  with  the  teachers  was  of  a  most  practical  and  help- 
ful nature,  and  Prof.  A.  N.  Palmer,  the  great  penmanship  enthusiast, 
who  did  much  in  his  splendid  work  with  the  teachers  to  secure  better 
wilting  in  Dunmore. 
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EASTON— Robert  E.  Laramy. 


The  item  of  most  interest  in  the  school  year  was  the  loss  to  the 
schools  on  March  1st  of  their  distinguished  and  long-time  leader, 
Dr.  William  White  Cottingham.  Taking  charge  of  the  schools  in 
1853  and  having  practically  completed  sixty  years,  his  record  stands 
alone  in  point  of  service  in  this  country.  It  is  not  necessary  here 
to  review  his  life  and  work.  In  the  reports  of  1877  and  1878  his 
careful  history  of  the  schools  of  Easton  will  be  found.  In  the  1904 
volume  his  faithful  assistant,  Supervising  Principal  A.  J.  LaBarre, 
reviewed  Dr.  Cottingham's  work  up  until  the  remarkable  celebration 
of  his  fifty  years  in  service  by  a  mass  meeting  in  the  Able  Opera 
House  on  the  28th  of  October,  1903.  The  ten  years  since  only  added 
to  his  honors  and  the  news  of  his  death  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  88 
years  was  received  with  regret  throughout  the  entire  city.  It  is 
seldom  that  any  public  man  anywhere  is  so  honored  as  was  he  in 
the  attention  given  by  all  citizens,  young  people  and  children  to 
the  ceremony  of  his  burial.  Easton  school  district  may  well  cherish 
the  works  and  memory  of  Dr.  Cottingham. 

The  present  superintendent  assumed  office  on  June  2nd.  On  June 
16th,  Monday  of  Easton's  Home  Week  Celebration,  the  school  chil- 
dren paraded  to  the  number  of  4,000  in  elaborate  costumes  and  drills 
which  had  been  carefully  planned  in  the  sixteen  buildings  and  two 
parochial  schools.  The  parade  was  impressive  and  inspiring — to 
most  people,  probably,  the  feature  of  a  memorable  week. 

The  library  is  well  supported  by  the  district  and  has  just  com- 
pleted a  splendid  addition  to  the  building.  All  phases  of  modern 
library  work  are  conducted,  including  a  well  equipped  auditorium 
and  a  book  binding  department. 

Manual  training  through  all  the  grades,  domestic  science  and 
sewing  courses  were  given  during  the  year  and  will  be  extended. 
Drawing  does  not  receive  the  attention  it  should  have  and  will  be 
carefully  considered  during  the  new  year. 

The  buildings  of  the  district  are  in  good  condition  and  will  have 
a  notable  addition  when  the  Francis  A.  March  building  now  in  pro- 
cess of  erection  is  completed.  This  building  will  have  twelve  school 
rooms  besides  all  the  extra  rooms  and  equipment  of  a  modern  up-to- 
date  school  building. 
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ERIE— H.  C.  Missiiner. 


For  the  school  year  ending  June,  1913,  there  were  enrolled  in 
the  public  schools  of  Erie,  including  the  public  night  schools  and 
the  mechanical  drawing  school,  9,SG1  pupils,  of  which  1,071  belonged 
to  the  high  school  and  8,416  to  the  grades  below  the  high  school. 

Twenty-five  years  ago  there  were  less  than  5,000  pupils  in  the  vari- 
ous branches  of  the  public  school  service  in  Erie,  and  nominally  a 
very  few  in  the  parochial  schools;  to-day,  and  for  the  current  school 
year,  the  enrollment  for  Erie  will  run  over  10,000  pupils,  and  for 
the  parochial  schools  over  4,000. 

Twenty-five  years  ago  there  were  about  150  teachers  engaged  in 
the  service  of  the  public  schools;  to-day  we  have  300  teachers. 

Twenty-five  years  ago  the  subjects  below  the  high  school  were  the 
usual  ordinary  English  branches  called  for  by  law.  The  high  school 
was  purely  an  academic  institution.  To-day  the  ordinary  English 
branches  have  been  extended  to  twelve  different  subjects,  all  re- 
quired by  law,  exclusive  of  music,  drawing,  manual  training,  phy- 
sical training,  cooking,  the  playground  movement,  the  joint  parent 
and  teachers'  associations  and  other  activities  of  school  work. 

Whether  the  multiplicity  of  subjects  and  the  extension  of  school 
activities  are  wise  or  unwise,  the  future  will  tell.  It  strikes  me  that 
while  social  and  industrial  conditions  are  demanding  more  work  of 
the  public  schools  than  they  did  twenty-five  years  ago,  their  work 
still  should  be  very  largely  confined  to  the  fundamental  branches 
and  that  their  energies  should  not  be  frittered  away  and  spread  over 
too  much  ground. 

Among  the  subjects  not  required  by  law  and  receiving  conspicuous 
attention  in  our  courses  of  study  is  the  teaching  of  German. 

Forty  years  ago  one-half  of  the  city  was  distinctively  German, 
and  one-half  of  the  city  to-day  is  of  German  descent,  but  while 
forty  years  ago  we  heard  German  on  the  streets, — and  that  was 
the  only  language  in  certain  sections  of  the  city, — to-day  the  uni- 
versal language  spoken  in  this  city  is  English.  The  grandfathers  of 
forty  years  ago  in  these  sections  spoke  nothing  but  German;  their 
sons  spoke  German  and  English  and  the  third  generation  of  to-day 
speaks  nothing  but  English. 

Erie  is  the  only  city  in  the  State  teaching  German  in  all  grades 
of  school  work,  giving  to  it  an  average  of  six  hours  per  week.  About 
90  per  cent,  of  the  primary  grades  take  it;  80  per  cent,  of  the  fifth 
grade  children  take  it;  60  per  cent,  of  the  sixth  grade  children;  50 
per  cent,  of  the  seventh  grade  children,  and  but  30  per  cent,  of  the 
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eighth  grade  children  taken  it.  While  the  teaching  of  the  language  is 
desirable,  it  is  extremely  doubtful  whether  the  results  are  of  prac- 
tical value.  Nowhere  in  any  German-American  city  can  there  be 
shown  an  American  child  of  English  speaking  parents  that  learns 
to  speak  German  from  its  study  of  the  language  in  the  grades,  or 
even  in  the  high  school.  It  gets  from  such  study  only  a  vocabulary, 
some  knowledge  of  the  grammar  and  a  reading  knowledge  of  the  lan- 
guage. It  never  learns  to  speak  it;  that  comes  only  from  association 
with  people  who  do  speak  it. 

The  cost  of  carrying  on  the  German  in  this  city  is  about  f  10,000  a 
year. 

The  methods  of  teaching  are  the  same  as  those  used  in  other  Ger- 
man-American cities,  and  the  results  are  practically  the  same. 

During  the  school  year  297  teachers,  including  substitutes,  car- 
ried on  the  work  of  the  schools.  The  high  school  had  38  teachers  cer- 
tified as  follows: 

Twenty-eight  hold  college  and  university  certificates; 

Four  hold  permanent  certificates; 

Three  hold  professional  certificates; 

Two  hold  normal  diplomas; 

One  holds  an  Erie  high  school  and  a  normal  school  diploma. 

The  grades  had  229  teachers  certified  as  follows : 

Two  hold  college  certificates; 

One  hundred  sixty  hold  permanent,  or  life  certificates; 

Thirty-four  hold  professional  certificates; 

Twenty-three  hold  provisional  certificates; 

Ten  hold  normal  school  or  life  diplomas. 

We  had  23  special  teachers  certified  as  follows: 

Six  hold  permanent  or  life  certificates; 
Two  hold  professional  certificates; 
One  holds  a  normal  or  life  diploma; 
Fourteen  hold  special  certificates. 

We  had  seven  substitutes  certified  as  follows: 

Four  hold  permanent  certificates; 
Two  hold  provisional  certificates; 
One  holds  a  special  certificate. 

Summary: 

A  total  of  297  teachers,  certified  as  follows: 

Thirty  college  certificates; 

One  hundred  seventy-four  permanent  certificates; 

Thirty-nine  professional  certificates; 

Twenty-five  provisional  certificates; 

Fourteen  normal  diplomas; 

Fifteen  special  certificates. 
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Of  the  14  teachers  in  our  force  who  hold  normal  diplomas, — 
that  is,  life  certificates  for  teaching,  two  are  from  New  England  Nor- 
mal Schools  and  12  are  from  Pennsylvania  Normal  Schools.  The 
latter  represent  from  two  to  four  years  of  mixed  academic  and  nor- 
mal training,  and  have  had  but  one  examination  and  two  years' 
experience  to  secure  a  normal  diploma,  a  certificate  good  for  life. 
The  174  permanent  life  certificates,  the  39  professional  certificates, 
and  the  25  provisional  certificates,  238  in  all  in  our  teaching  force, 
represent,  with  us,  six  years'  preparation  for  teaching;  four  years  of 
Erie  high  school  academic  work  and  two  years  of  separate,  and  addi- 
tional normal  training  and  all  subject,  by  grace  of  the  Code,  before 
the  life  certificate  goal  is  reached,  to  from  four  to  twelve  examina- 
tions, and  from  four  to  twenty  years  of  actual  and  continuous  teach- 
ing— six  years  more  than  Jacob  ever  served  for  Rachel,  the  daughter 
of  Laban. 

Why  the  fundamental  school  law  thus  discriminates  between  these 
two  classes  of  teachers,  the  normal  graduate,  and  the  four  years 
academically  trained  high  school  graduate,  plus  two  additional  years 
of  normal  training,  no  one  can  understand.  The  normal  school  de- 
mands no  standard  of  preliminary  scholarship,  whatever,  for  ad- 
mission to  its  courses.  The  four  years  high  school  admits  no  one 
who  has  not  completed  the  studies  of  the  eighth  grade  or  its  equiva- 
lent. The  one  trains  mainly  for  the  rural  school  and  cannot  meet 
in  its  training  the  conditions  that  obtain  in  a  city  graded  school 
system.  One  examination  and  but  two  years'  experience  for  the 
teacher  of  the  one  school  for  a  life  certificate,  and  from  four  to 
twelve  examinations  and  from  four  to  twenty  years'  experience  for 
a  graduate  of  the  other  school  representing  better  scholarship,  and 
two  years'  extra  training  for  the  work  of  teaching  for  the  same  cer- 
tificate. 

Why  the  injustice  perpetrated  upon  the  one  teacher,  of  broader 
scholarship  and  professional  training,  and  why  the  granting  of  spe- 
cial privilege  to  the  other  teacher,  of  a  narrower  range  of  scholar- 
ship, and  no  better  professional  training?  Will  the  State  Board 
take  the  matter,  in  the  near  future  into  consideration? 


FARBELL— L.  B.  Eckles. 


The  school  year  was  marked  by  an  increased  attendance  of  over 
100  pupils,  necessitating  the  employment  of  an  additional  teacher. 
The  grades  were  all  well  filled. 
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Although  an  epidemic  of  measles,  diphtheria,  mumps,  etc.,  was 
the  greatest  in  the  history  of  the  borough,  132  being  quarantined  at 
one  time,  the  schools  were  not  closed  owing  to  a  rigid  quarantine 
and  thorough  fumigation.  The  work  was  handicapped  for  a  time  but 
later  the  epidemic  passed  the  work  for  the  year  closed  satisfactorily. 

The  school  library  was  increased  during  the  year  now  containing 
600  volumes.  The  library  committee  has  $175  to  invest  in  books  from 
the  proceeds  of  the  lecture  course,  plays,  etc.  The  School  Board  pur- 
chased sectional  bookcases  adding  much  to  the  appearance  and  con- 
venience of  the  library. 

A  four-year  commercial  course  was  added  and  the  work  will  com- 
mence at  the  beginning  of  the  school  year.  This  being  a  manufactur- 
ing town  the  Board  believes  it  will  be  the  means  of  inducing  many 
pupils  to  remain  longer  in  the  high  school. 

The  directors  have  purchased  for  the  coining  year  a  drinking  foun- 
tain and  stand  for  each  room,  an  aluminum  drinking  cup  for  each 
pupil,  paper  towels,  liquid  soap  and  containers.  Their  aim  is  to 
conform  to  all  the  sanitary  conditions  of  school. 

The  high  school  laboratory  has  received  substantial  equipment 
each  year  for  the  four  years  it  has  been  in  operation.  The  large 
equipment  ordered  this  year  will  make  it  one  of  the  best  furnished 
laboratories  in  a  school  of  this  class. 

Our  teachers  were  addressed  this  term  by  Prof.  C.  Blaine  Smathers, 
of  Grove  City;  Supt.  H.  E.  McConnell,  of  Mercer  county;  Dr.  J.  F. 
Bigler,  of  Grove  City,  and  Dr.  J.  A.  Shott,  of  New  Wilmington.  We 
found  these  addresses  very  helpful  to  the  teachers  and  expect  to 
have  more  addresses  the  coming  year. 

Our  schools  closed  May  29th,  at  which  time  11  were  graduated 
from  the  high  school.  Fifty-eight  were  promoted  to  the  high  school 
from  the  eighth  grades.  We  are  well  prepared  for  opening  school 
this  year  and  expect  the  year  to  be  the  best  we  have  yet  had. 


FRANKLIN— N.  P.  Kinsley. 


The  schools  opened  Monday,  September  2,  1912,  and  closed  Wednes- 
day, June  4,  1913 — length  of  term,  nine  months. 

Whole  number  of  pupils  enrolled,   1,744 

Average   daily    attendance,    1,372 

A  comparison  of  these  items  with  the  corresponding  items  of  last 
year  shows  an  increase  in  enrollment  of  100,  in  average  daily  at- 
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tendance  of  48.  To  meet  the  demands  of  this  increased  enrollment 
an  additional  room  will  be  opened  next  year. 

In  the  general  management  of  the  schools  we  tried  to  keep  close 
to  well  established  lines,  not  deviating  therefrom  very  far  to  make 
untried  experiments. 

A  feature,  however,  new  to  us,  was  the  establishing  of  a  summer 
term  of  six  weeks,  morning  sessions  only,  expressly  for  the  benefit 
of  the  pupils  of  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  who  had  not  been 
promoted  with  their  classes  because  of  failure  in  one  or  two  branches. 
This  school  proved  most  satisfactory  in  its  results;  and  the  half- 
day  session,  summer  term,  is  to  be  retained  as  a  supplement  to  the 
regular  school  term. 


GREENSBURG— J.  H.  Alleman. 


Our  school  work  has  moved  forward  along  essential  lines  of  progress. 
Our  teaching  force  was  capable  and  efficient,  and  the  year's  work 
was  characterized  by  unity  and  harmony  of  effort  among  teachers, 
directors  and  parents. 

In  fact,  our  only  hindrance  to  progress  is  due  to  an  overcrowded 
high  school,  and  unless  our  directors  take  aggressive  steps  towards  a 
speedy  solution  of  this  problem  it  will  mean  infinite  loss  to  the  ris- 
ing generation  of  Greensburg  school  district.  It  is  false  economy 
to  postpone  the  solution  to  such  important,  vital,  far-reaching  prob- 
lems in  school  administration  when  delay  means  the  sacrifice  of  op- 
portunities  and   possibilities   of    children. 

Our  directors  took  aggressive  steps  in  medical  inspection  of  school 
children,  and  local  physicians  rendered  their  services  voluntarily 
and  gratuitously  during  the  careful  and  thorough  examination  of 
our  pupils.  The  following  report  is  self-explanatory  and  shows  the 
necessity  for  medical  inspection  in  every  district  in  Pennsylvania: 
Viz.  :— 

Male  pupils  examined,   1,270 

Female  pupils  examined,    1,299 

Defective  vision, 1,067 

Defective  hearing, 282 

Defective  teeth, 1,897 

Englarged   tonsils,    855 

Enlarged  cervical  glands,   597 

Tuberculosis,    4 

Nervous  diseases, 12 
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Skin  diseases, 48 

Head  lice,    12 

Nits, 107 

Heart  trouble,    7 

Adenoids - 94 

Catarrh, 34 

Enlarged  Thyroid  Glands  (Goitre),  60 

Throat,   * 64 

Nose,  108 

Mucous  Membrane,   21 

During  the  last  week  of  school  the  departments  of  manual  train- 
ing, mechanical  drawing  and  domestic  science  and  art  held  a  pub- 
lic exhibit  which  was  attended  by  not  less  than  3,000  citizens,  and 
which  was  pronounced  by  specialists  from  State  College  and  other 
schools  of  Pennsylvania  as  the  most  commendable  exhibit  they  had 
ever  attended. 

The  graduating  class  numbered  ninety-two,  the  largest  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  Greensburg  high  school. 


GREENVILLE— G.  B.   Gerberich. 


The  school  year  of  1912-13  closed  on  June  5th.  It  was  a  year  of 
substantial  growth  and  progress  in  the  various  phases  of  school 
work. 

Our  enrollment  for  the  year  was  1,340, — 638  boys  and  711  girls,— 
an  increase  of  40  over  the  preceding  year.  The  percentage  of  at- 
tendance was  96.  In  the  high  school  there  was  an  attendance  of  270 
pupils, — 117  boys  and  153  girls.  This  was  an  increase  of  40  over 
the  previous  year.  This  increase  in  the  high  school  attendance  re- 
quired an  additional  teacher  and  the  use  of  the  entire  building  for 
high  school  purposes.  At  the  close  of  the  year  88  pupils  were  pro- 
moted from  the  grades  to  the  high  school  and  40  pupils  completed 
the  high  school  course  and  received  their  diplomas. 

During  the  year  we  had  medical  inspection  of  pupils.  This  inspec- 
tion revealed  quite  a  number  of  pupils  defective,  principally  in  teeth 
and  eyes.  The  examination  was  beneficial  to  pupils,  teachers  and 
parents.  During  the  entire  school  year  we  were  free  from  contagious 
diseases, — the  first  for  some  years.  This  accounts  for  the  high  per- 
centage of  attendance. 
15 
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An  exhibit  of  the  work  in  drawing,  busy  work,  composition,  etc., 
was  prepared  by  the  various  teachers  of  the  grades  and  on  May  9th, 
parents  and  patrons  visited  the  schools.  Judging  by  the  number  in 
attendance,  Patrons'  Day  was  a  splendid  success. 

Under  the  subjects  of  reading,  history  and  composition  consider- 
able attention  was  given  to  dramatization  and  oral  expression.  In 
every  grade  below  the  high  school  this  work  was  utilized  with  the 
work  in  mnsic  in  giving  entertainments  by  the  various  pupils  to  their 
parents  in  the  auditorium  some  time  during  the  year.  AH  of  these 
meetings  were  well  attended  and  a  fine  appreciation  expressed  by 
the  visitors.  We  had  more  visitors  in  the  schools  during  the  past 
year  than  ever  before.  This  was  due  to  the  fact  that  interest  was 
created  by  a  better  articulation  of  the  school  work  with  the  home. 
Teachers  visited  all  their  pupils  at  least  once  during  the  year.  A  large 
lantern  and  GOO  slides  were  secured  for  the  schools,  partly  by  the 
Board  of  Education  and  partly  by  funds  raised  in  the  schools.  These 
have  been  utilized  in  the  teaching  of  geography  and  history.  We 
consider  them  a  valuable  addition  to  the  school  equipment. 

Our  grade  and  high  school  teachers'  meetings  were  interesting  and 
helpful.  In  the  grades  we  used  Ohubb's  Teaching  of  English  as  ;i 
basis  for  study  and  in  the  high  school  DeGarmo's  Ethical  Training. 
Both  of  these  boo^rs  were  found  extremely  suggestive  for  practical 
school  application. 

It  gives  us  pleasure  to  close  the  year's  work  with  a  grateful  ap- 
preciation of  the  co-operation  of  directors,  teachers,  parents  and 
pupils  in  making  good  schools  better  and  serving  a  community  to 
its  fullest  extent. 


HANOVER— J.  C.  Carey. 


The  past  school  year  in  Hanover  has  been  marked  by  several  ad- 
vances along  with  our  steady  growth  in  size. 

The  most  important  innovation  was  the  establishment  of  a  spe- 
cial school  for  hoys.  Boys  from  several  grades,  especiallv  the  fourth, 
fifth  and  sixth,  who,  because  of  indifference,  lack  of  home  influence, 
truancy,  or  physical  defects  had  been  clogging  the  machinery  of  the 
regular  schools,  were  placed  in  this  school.  In  charge  of  their  regu- 
lar teacher,  these  pupils  followed  their  customary  school  work  three 
hours  every  day,  stiess  being  placed  upon  reading,  writing,  arithme- 
tic, and  spelling,  and  pupils  being  fitted  into  classes  according  to 
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their  ability  as  well  as  our  schedule  would  permit.  Two  hours  each 
day  were  spent  in  manual  training  and  the  drawing  work  connected 
with  it. 

More  interest  in  school  was  shown  by  these  pupils.  They  were 
far  more  regular  in  attendance  and  in  every  way  they  profited  greatly. 
An  exhibition  of  the  work  of  these  boys  was  made  in  a  large  store 
window  in  town  and  caused  much  favorable  comment.  This  display 
has  aided  greatly  in  convincing  the  public  that  manual  training  is  a 
good  thing  ard  it  will  be  continued  in  several  grades  of  the  regular 
schools  next  year.  Probably  the  most  valuable  result  of  this  school 
was  seen  in  the  regular  schools  from  which  the  boys  had  been  taken. 
These  were  relieved  of  a  disturbing  element  and  moved  along  with 
greater  progress  and  less  friction.  The  school  will  be  continued  next 
year  and  will  contain  girls  as  well  as  boys. 

During  the  year  medical  inspection  was  started.  Two  physicians 
were  employed  each  having  in  charge  the  children  of  two  buildings. 
In  addition  to  the  individual  examination  of  children,  buildings 
were  inspected  monthly  and  a  few  cases  of  supposedly  communicable 
diseases  among  children  in  school  were  investigated.  While  our 
medical  inspection  aroused  little  or  no  opposition  we  are  as  yet 
unable  to  report  any  benefit  from  it  because  full  reports  have  not 
been  made  to  parents.  This  resulted  from  too  much  dependence 
upon  the  State  Health  Department  by  our  inspectors.  Much  better 
work  and  quicker  results  would  have  been  secured  had  our  inspec- 
tors proceeded  independently  as  is  the  intent  of  the  law  in  districts 
of  this  class.  Medical  inspection  will  be  discontinued  until  we  can 
see  some  tangible  results  from  this  year's  work. 

Music  and  drawing  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  one  supervisor  in- 
stead of  two  as  heretofore,  the  teachers  doing  a  correspondingly 
greater  part  of  the  work. 

A  six-room  building  was  enlarged  to  accommodate  ten  schools 
and  two  apartments  in  the  basement  were  fitted  up  for  manual  train- 
ing. 

Our  high  school  enrolled  181  pupils  and  these  taxed  our  building 
to  its  limit.  Next  year  we  anticipate  200  pupils.  An  additional 
teacher  has  been  employed  and  more  room  will  be  secured. 

For  next  year,  our  plans  include  manual  training  for  the  boys 
in  the  fifth,  sixth,  seventh  and  eighth  grades  and  the  freshman  class 
of  the  high  school,  with  sewing  for  the  girls  in  the  same  schools.  Ad- 
ditional laboratory  equipment  will  be  provided  for  science  work  in 
the  high  school  and  this  department  will  be  encouraged  and  pushed. 
Our  other  efforts  will  be  in  the  direction  of  eliminating  from  our 
grade  subjects  emphasizing  the  more  practical  matter  in  every  line 
of  work. 

15—7—1913. 
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HARRISBURG— F.  E.  Downes. 


The  total  school  enrollment  during  the  year  was  10,813;  aver- 
age number  belonging,  9,871;  average  daily  attendance.  8,842;  per- 
centage of  attendance,  91.  The  total  high  school  en; oilmen t  was 
1,211,  of  which  number  605  were  boys  and  606  were  girls.  The  Cen- 
tral high  school  enrollment  was  916  and  the  Technical  high  school, 
295.  Our  Teachers'  Training  School  em  oiled  37.  During  the  yea:- 
the  Central  High  School  losses  were  146;  the  Technical  High  School 
losses,  52.  The  extent  of  losses  in  the  former  institution  is  unusual, 
being  no  doubt  due  to  the  unsatisfactory  physical  conditions  exist- 
ing there  during  the  past  year. 

We  have  reason  to  feel  greatly  encouraged  over  the  gradual  im- 
provement in  our  schools  with  respect  to  parental  interest  and  co- 
operation. Serious  differences  between  the  home  and  school  are  be- 
coming more  rare  from  year  to  year.  Much  of  this  improvement 
may  undoubtedly  be  accounted  for  by  the  inauguration  of  Patrons' 
Day  a  few  years  ago,  which  brings  hundreds  of  parents  and  others 
into  the  school  in  contact  with  teachers  and  pupils  and  their  wor'\ 
More  than  3,000  visits  were  reached  on  our  last  Patrons'  Day,  which 
was  celebrated  on  February  21st.  On  the  evening  of  May  23rd  an 
open  session  of  the  Technical  High  School  was  held.  This  also  has 
been  an  annual  event  for  several  years.  The  shops  in  all  departments 
were  in  full  operation,  and  the  building  throughout  was  lighted 
and  accessible  to  visitors.  About  2,000  persons  availed  themselves 
on  a  stormy  night  of  this  opportunity  to  visit  the  school  and  observe 
its  work. 

Our  Board  has  decided,  pending  the  erection  of  a  new  high  school, 
to  relieve  congestion  by  holding  double  sessions  in  the  general  high 
school.  The  plan  will  be  put  into  operation  at  the  opening  of  schools 
in  September.  Sessions  will  extend  from  8.00  A.  M.  to  12.30  P.  M., 
and  from  12.45  P.  M.  to  5.15  P.  M.,  one-half  of  the  entire  school  be- 
ing accommodated  during  each  session.  The  morning  and  after- 
noon  programs  will  alternate  monthly. 

A  new  free  public  library  has  recently  been  erected  in  the  city. 
This  will  mean  much  to  our  boys  and  girls.  The  School  Board  lias 
made  a  generous  appropriation  for  maintenance  for  the  coming 
year,  in  accordance  with.  Section  2510  of  the  Code.  Doubtless  this 
action  will  be  accepted  as  a  precedent  in  future  years. 

During  the  year  the  salary  schedule  has  been  gi early  improved, 
the  changes  affecting  particularly  the  elementary  grades.  By  recent 
action  of  the  Board  the  maximum  salary  in  grades  eight  and  nine 
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was  raised  from  $80  to  $90  per  month,  and  in  other  elementary 
grades  from  $75  to  $85  per  month.  The  annual  monthly  increase  to 
teachers  of  five  years'  experience  was  made  $5.00  instead  of  $2.50. 
All  teachers  held  back  in  salary  by  former  low  maxima  have  been 
raised  to  salaries  corresponding  with  the  new  schedules.  Half  pay 
for  sickness  will  be  granted  for  an  absence  of  four  weeks,  instead 
of  two  as  formerly.  A  number  of  salaries  in  grade  principalships 
were  also  raised. 

The  enactment  of  the  new  School  Code,  in  1911,  imposed  unjust 
and  unreasonable  certification  requirements  upon  all  graduates  of 
city  teachers'  training  schools.  Any  law  which  makes  no  distinction 
as  to  certification  between  individuals  who  have  had  six  years  of 
academic  education  and  professional  training  beyond  the  elementary 
grades  and  those  who  have  had  little  or  no  high  school  or  professional 
training  cannot  be  approved  by  the  fairminded  public  or  endured 
without  protest.  The  matter  of  securing  relief  from  these  burdens  of 
existing  legislation  has  been  the  subject  of  much  earnest  discussion 
during  the  past  two  years,  but  as  yet  all  efforts  to  amend  the  law 
have  been  unavailing.  One  objection  after  another  was  raised  to 
every  reasonable  proposition  that  was  made  during  the  last  legisla- 
tive session,  the  evident  purpose  being  to  grant  nothing,  however 
pressing  or  worthy  the  cause  might  be.  It  is  hoped  that  some  con- 
sideration may  be  forthcoming  in  the  next  Legislature,  and  that  the 
Department  of  Public  Instruction  may  see  its  way  clear  to  lend  its 
needed  aid  in  the  accomplishment  of  the  ends  desired. 

An  open-air  school  was  organized  in  the  fall  of  1912.  In  planning 
the  school  an  effort  was  made  to  incorporate  all  the  best  features 
of  similar  schools  elsewhere.  Accommodations  were  at  first  pro- 
vided for  an  enrollment  of  twenty-five,  but  before  the  year  closed 
it  became  necessary  to  provide  for  a  larger  number  and  to  supply 
an  assistant  teacher.  Upon  entering  the  school,  pupils  are  supplied 
with  individual  blankets,  soapstones,  towels,  wash  cloths,  tooth 
brushes,  etc.  They  are  given  light  lunches  at  10.15  and  12.15,  con- 
sisting principally  of  milk  and  egg  preparations  in  varied  forms.  Car 
fare  is  furnished.  Careful  medical  attention  is  given  to  each  pupil. 
In  fact,  no  detail  in  the  pupil's  physical  interests  is  omitted.  Re- 
sults show  improvement  in  weight,  general  appearance,  blood  tests, 
rate  of  progress  in  studies,  etc.  A  movement  is  now  under  way  to 
open  more  schools  of  this  kind  in  different  sections  of  the  city. 

The  work  of  the  year  lias  progressed  smoothly  and  without  serious 
drawbacks  of  any  kind.  For  this  we  are  indebted  to  those  who  have 
been  associated  with  us  in  our  work — a  loyal  and  efficient  body  of 
principals  and  teachers  who  have  been  ever  ready  and  willing  to 
co-operate  along  the  lines  of  continued  educational  advancement. 
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HAZLETON— David  A.  Harman. 


The  year  just  closed  has  been  encouraging  in  most  respects.  The 
new  high  school  building  was  completed  and  dedicated  November 
29th.  We  probably  have  as  modern  and  complete  a  building  as  can 
be  found  in  any  of  the  smaller  cities.  It  will  accommodate  seven- 
hundred  pupils  and  was  erected  and  equipped  for  a  little  less  than 
|120,000.  The  construction  is  Kittanning  brick  for  the  exterior  and 
re-enforced  concrete,  tile  and  common  brick  throughout  the  interior. 
The  building  contains  an  auditorium  seating  814  persons;  a  study 
hall  containing  160  desks,  a  gymnasium  45x70  with  locker-rooms, 
shower  baths,  etc. ;  two  large  rooms  that  provide  550  lockers ;  a  suite 
of  four  rooms  thoroughly  equipped  as  laboratories  and  work  rooms 
for  the  teaching  of  the  natural  and  physical  sciences;  two  rooms  for 
drawing;  two  for  principal's  office;  two  for  teachers  of  the  building; 
all  necessary  lavatories  and  supply  rooms;  three  for  commercial  de- 
partment; fourteen  regular  class  rooms  and  two  small  recitation 
rooms.  Every  modern  convenience  is  provided  in  the  way  of  pro- 
gram clocks,  electric  class  bells  and  fire  gongs,  vacuum  cleaners,  tele- 
phones, indirect  steam  heating  with  fan  system  and  temperature 
control  by  thermostats,  rest  room  for  sick  students,  etc.,  etc. 

We  think  that  we  have  a  remarkably  cheap  building  for  the  size, 
style  and  equipment  and  have  given  this  brief  description  for  the 
information  of  any  Board  that  may  be  planning  the  erection  of  a 
similar  building.  The  School  Board  of  this  city  has  recently  em- 
ployed the  same  architect  to  furnish  plans  and  specifications  for  a 
ward  school  that  shall  contain  a  small  assembly  room,  gymnasium, 
two  rooms  each  for  manual  training  and  domestic  science;  one  for 
sewing,  one  for  applied  science,  sixteen  regular  school  rooms  and 
all  necesary  lavatories,  locker  rooms,  supply  rooms,  rest  rooms,  etc. 
The  architect  is  limited  to  $75,000  for  this  building. 

The  industrial  work  for  the  school  term  of  1913-14  has  been  in- 
creased four-fold,  but  we  cannot  introduce  metal  work  yet.  There 
will  be  three  manual  training  teachers,  three  domestic  art  teachers, 
two  domestic  science  teachers  and  two  teachers  of  industrial  work 
below  the  sixth  grade. 

Twelve  of  our  teachers  went  to  summer  schools. 

A  supervisor  of  writing  has  been  employed.  The  schools  will  be 
overcrowded  the  coming  year,  but  we  will  take  care  of  the  excess  by 
employing  a  sufficient  number  of  teachers  and  assigning  two  to  one 
school  room  in  the  first  grade — one  teacher  occupying  the  room 
from  8  to  10  and  from  12  to  2;  the  other  from  10  to  12  and  from 
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2  to  4.  Experience  has  proved  that  this  is  a  much  better  plan  for 
us  than  having  one  teacher  hold  her  school  from  8  to  12  and  the 
other  from  12  to  4. 

Our  School  Board  is  fully  alive  to  the  needs  of  the  district  and 
we  are  looking  forward  to  the  most  successful  year's  work  of  our  long 
connection  with  the  schools  of  Hazleton. 


HAZLE  TOWNSHIP,  LUZERNE  COUNTY— Joseph  B.  Gabrio. 


Many  of  our  teachers,  both  in  the  high  school  and  the  grades,  are 
taking  advantage  of  the  different  summer  schools  in  the  State. 

This  is  a  source  of  gratification  to  me  and  shows  that  there  exists 
among  our  corps  of  teachers  a  spirit  of  progressiveness. 

The  Board  of  Directors  have  recognized  this  commendable  move- 
ment by  a  substantial  increase  in  the  salaries  of  the  teachers  who 
have  manifested  an  interest  to  improve  their  efficiency  by  attendance 
at  some  summer  school. 

This  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  School  Board  to  recognize  the 
efforts  of  the  wide-awake  teacher  cannot  fail  to  cultivate  a  healthy 
spirit  of  ambition  among  our  teachers. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  our  art  department  was  established. 
Drawing  is  taught  systematically  in  all  the  grades,  including  the 
high  school.  It  is  our  purpose  to  continue  drawing  through  the  four 
years  of  the  high  school.  Mechanical  drawing  is  elective  in  the 
junior  and  senior  years. 

A  very  competent  instructor  from  the  Pennsylvania  School  of 
Industrial  Arts  is  at  the  head  of  this  department  and  an  unusual 
interest  has  been  aroused  during  the  past  year.  The  students,  in  all 
the  grades,  have  manifested  a  deep  interest  in  the  work,  and  the 
results  have  surpassed  our  highest  expectations. 

The  patrons  have  not  failed  to  express  their  approval,  while  the 
Board  is  preparing  to  extend  and  broaden  the  sphere  of  its  activity. 
Our  aim  is  to  make  the  work  in  this  department  not  merely  ethical 
but  also  utilitarian.  I  have  the  hearty  support  of  the  Board  and 
the  teachers  in  my  efforts  to  establish  the  art  department  along 
substantial  lines. 

The  School  Board  is  gradually  replacing  the  old  and  inconvenient 
school  buildings  by  new,  modern  and  sanitary  structures.  This  they 
do  as  rapidly  as  the  funds  permit.  It  is  their  purpose  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  State  regulations  in  every  respect,  and  to  give 
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the  children  of  the  district  the  best  and  most  wholesome  surround- 
ings possible.  They  do  not  merely  erect  new  buildings  on  unattrac- 
tive lots,  but  they  also  give  careful  attention  to  beautifying  the 
grounds  so  as  to  make  the  school  locality  attractive  and  elevating 
in  tone. 

I  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  my  utmost  approval  at  the  mod- 
ern tendency  of  the  Board  in  recognizing  the  value  of  suitable  en- 
vironment. It  is  one  effective  way  to  promote  the  ethical  tone  of  the 
community,  the  fruition  of  which  will  be  reflected  in  the  years  to 
come  in  a  cleaner  citizenship,  both  morally  and  physically. 

The  high  school  shows  a  constant  growth.  Fifteen  years  ago  the 
enrollment  was  sixteen.  Last  year  one  hundred  and  sixty  (160) 
students  were  enrolled.  Twenty-seven  students,  fourteen  boys  and 
thirteen  girls,  were  graduated  from  the  high  school  at  the  close  of 
the  term  in  June.  The  commencement  exercises  were  held  in  the 
Palace  Theatre,  Hazleton,  Pa.  The  spacious  theatre  was  crowded 
to  the  doors  and  the  exercises  were  a  grand  success. 

Dr.  R.  B.  Teitrick,  Deputy  State  Superintendent  of  Public  In- 
struction, delivered  the  address  on  this  occasion,  and  his  remarks 
delighted  the  audience  and  every  one  congratulated  the  management 
for  having  obtained  so  gifted  a  speaker.  Dr.  Teitrick  certainly  left 
an  enviable  record  as  a  commencement  speaker. 

A  class  of  seventy-five  has  been  admitted,  by  examination,  to  the 
high  school  for  next  year. 

Indications  point  to  the  highest  enrollment  in  the  high  school's 
history  when  the  term  opens  in  September. 

The  merit  system  was  adopted  two  years  ago  and  its  operation  has 
been  an  admirable  success,  and  its  continuance  is  assured. 


HOMESTEAD— Landis  Tanger. 


From  the  fact  that  I  have  held  the  office  of  superintendent  of  Home- 
stead schools  but  twenty  weeks,  my  report  will  be  brief.  Yet  the 
time  has  been  sufficient  to  observe  the  excellent  co-operation  exist- 
ing in  the  supervisory  and  teaching  forces  and  the  interest  of  the 
Board  and  the  public  in  general  in  promoting  good  work  in  the 
schools. 

My  predecessor,  Superintendent  W.  S.  Deffenbaugh,  who  resigned 
to  become  head  of  the  Bureau  of  Statistics  in  the  Department  of  Edu- 
cation in  Washington,  D.  C,  left  the  school  organization  in  good 
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working  order.  Among  the  many  good  things  T  found  are:  Estab- 
lishment of  teachers'  reading  courses;  the  elimination  of  non-essen- 
tials from  the  course  of  study;  and  the  emphasis  on  drill  of  essen- 
tials in  the  elementary  grades;  the  establishment  of  the  departmen- 
tal system  in  the  eighth  grade  and  ground  was  broken  for  special 
schools  for  exceptional  children. 

I  can  heartily  endorse  this  work.  The  departmental  system  will 
be  extended  to  the  seventh  grade  this  coming  year.  The  Board  has 
provided  two  teachers  for  the  special  schools. 

The  work  of  these  schools  will  be  to  give  to  boys  and  girls,  out 
of  step  with  their  grade,  a  chance  to  work  one-half  time  on  the  com- 
mon branches  and  the  remainder  of  the  time  on  manual  training 
or  domestic  science.  Through  this  special  school  we  hope  to  keep 
many  boys  and  girls  in  school  who  would  otherwise  drop  out  with 
very  little  training  of  any  kind. 

To  meet  the  growing  needs  of  our  school  four  additional  teach- 
ers have  been  added  in  the  grades,  one  in  the  high  school,  and  one 
in  the  manual  training  school,  and  an  art  teacher  is  now  employed 
for  full  time. 

The  school  property  generally  is  in  good  repair.  The  buildings 
are  well  ventilated  and  the  school  equipment  is  up  to  date.  The 
Central  School  is  now  equipped  with  class  rooms,  physical  and  chem- 
ical laboratories,  an  auditorium  and  a  gymnasium. 

The  spirit  of  the  supervising  and  the  teaching  forces,  the  inter- 
est of  the  School  Board  and  of  the  people  generally,  make  for  good 
school  work  in  Homestead. 


HUNTINGDON— W.  M.  Rife. 


Two  months  of  the  school  term  were  completed  when  I  was  chosen 
to  succeed  Superintendent  E.  R.  Barclay,  now  of  Pottsville,  in  the 
direction  of  the  Huntingdon  schools.  Whatever  of  succes  and  ef- 
ficiency belongs  to  the  record  of  the  year  had  its  start  in  the  plans 
and  organization  of  my  predecessor. 

On  the  27th  of  May  we  graduated  a  class  of  27  young  persons. 
Fifty  per  cent,  of  this  class  have  already  declared  their  intention  of 
continuing  their  studies  in  normal  school  or  college  next  year.  The 
spirit  of  the  high  school  is  excellent.     Late  in  the  year  we  made  an 
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experiment  in  student  government  in  the  two  upper  classes  of  the 
high  school.  The  results  were  decidedly  favorable  to  its  fuller  adop- 
tion. 

The  percentage  of  attendance  in  all  the  schools  is  high.  There 
is  little  truancy.  A  strong  sentiment  in  favor  of  regular  attendance 
and  punctuality  has  been  fostered  by  the  local  camp  of  the  P.  O.  S. 
of  A.,  which  offers  a  certificate  of  merit  to  every  pupil  whose  record 
in  attendance  and  punctuality  for  the  year  is  a  perfect  one. 

A  feature  of  the  year's  work  is  the  systematic  study  of  music  in 
all  the  schools,  and  under  a  competent  supervisor. 

On  March  7th  and  8th  we  held  a  borough  institute  of  three  ses- 
sions. The  local  teachers  participated  in  all  the  discussions.  Strong 
addresses  were  made  by  Prof.  R.  M.  Steele,  of  the  Latrobe  high 
school ;  Dr.  T.  Harvey  Brumbaugh,  of  Juniata  College,  and  Dr.  Van- 
Ormer,  of  Shippensburg. 

The  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Directors  to  erect  a  new  12-room 
school  building  in  the  Fourth  ward  failed  because  the  bids  of  the 
contractors  were  much  higher  than  the  Board  expected  them  to  be. 
Doubtless  the  chronicle  of  another  year  will  record  the  erection  of 
this  building. 


JEANNETTE— T.   B.    Shank. 


Our  schools  were  open  nine  months  and  the  year  was  one  of  marked 
success.  Medical  inspection  was  continued  and  quite  a  number  of 
towns  have  followed  our  example  and  introduced  the  inspection  of 
children  upon  our  plan.  An  unusually  large  class  was  graduated 
from  the  high  school  and  we  expect  a  large  increase  in  enrollment 
the  coming  year.  A  commercial  course  has  been  adopted  by  the  board 
for  next  year  and  we  expect  it  to  add  to  the  popularity  of  the  high 
school.  It  will  meet  a  long  felt  want  in  the  town.  We  had  very 
few  contagious  diseases  during  the  school  year  and  we  attribute  this 
largely  to  medical  inspection,  as  both  parents  and  children  are 
very  careful. 

We  are,  as  usual,  grateful  to  the  Department  for  its  many  cour- 
tesies and  to  the  members  of  the  local  Board  for  their  hearty  co- 
operation in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  good  of  the  schools. 
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JOHNSTOWN— J.    N.   Adee. 


During  the  past  year  we  stressed  the  following  thought, — The  or- 
ganization of  the  entire  school  system  and  each  room  of  the  city 
so  that  every  child  whether  bright  or  slow  will  have  an  opportunity 
to  work  to  the  maximum  of  his  ability.  All  through  our  schools  we 
are  trying  to  make  children  "conscious  of  power"  and  not  "conscious 
of  failure";  we  mean  to  "emphasize  success"  and  not  "evolve  a  con- 
sciousness of  defeat."  I  shall  briefy  mention  a  few  things  we  are 
attempting  in  order  to  bring  this  about. 

Supervision. — For  many  years  Johnstown  has  had  an  efficient 
primary  supervisor.  Outside  of  that  there  have  been  but  two  su- 
pervising principals.  Last  year  we  eliminated  the  supervising  prin- 
cipals, divided  the  city  into  four  districts,  and  provided  each  dis- 
trict with  a  supervisor  for  all  its  intermediate  and  grammar  grades. 
Their  problem  was  to  help  their  teachers  and  to  study  the  needs  of 
each  child  under  their  jurisdiction.  The  result  has  been  more  in- 
dividual promotions  and  fewer  failures  at  the  close  of  the  year  than 
during  any  past  year.  We  brought  down  our  retardation  from  63 
per  cent,  to  53  per  cent. 

Grammar  and  Primary  Grade  Centers. — We  have  continued  the 
plan,  begun  last  year,  of  bringing  the  pupils  of  the  primary  and 
grammar  grades  of  a  district  into  a  centrally  located  building  of 
that  district.  This  enables  us  to  divide  the  children  of  each  grade 
into  groups  according  to  ability  and  capacity  to  work  and  decidedly 
facilitates  the  promotion  of  children. 

The  Group  System  and  Promotions. — The  group  system  makes  it 
possible  for  every  child  to  do  his  best  for  we  try  to  keep  in  each 
group  those  of  nearly  equal  ability  and  let  each  group  go  as  fast  as 
it  can.  Thus  it  is  beneficial  to  both  bright  and  slow  pupils.  The 
number  that  will  enter  next  September  one  and  one-half  grades  high- 
er than  the  one  entered  at  the  beginning  of  this  year  is  305;  the 
number  that  will  enter  two  grades  higher  is  351.  By  giving  them 
a  chance  to  work  to  their  full  capacity,  65(5  pupils,  or  9  per  cent,  of 
those  enrolled  in  the  elementary  schools,  have  done  more  than  a 
year's  work  during  the  past  school  year. 

Semi-Annual  Promotions  and  Departmental  Work. — Our  board  has 
adopted  the  plan  of  semi-annual  promotions.  Last  year  we  had  53 
teachers  working  on  the  departmental  plan  of  teaching.  Both  of  these 
measures  have  helped  us  to  carry  out  the  thought  that  every  child 
should  be  given  a  chance  to  work  to  the  limit  of  his  ability. 


234  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

Smokers. — Closely  related  to  the  physical  life  of  the  child  and  his 
rate  of  progress  through  the  grades  are  his  habits,  especially  that 
in  respect  to  the  use  of  tobacco.  The  following  table  shows  what  we 
are  attempting  along  this  line. 


Grades. 

1      2 

3       4 

5 

6 

7 

8  Total 

Number  who  use  tobacco, . . 
Number   retarded,    

.     5     27 
,      5     11 

22     61 
12     27 

86 
40 

67 
14 

36 

6 

25    329 
6     121 

Parent-Teacher  Association. — The  parents  have  given  us  great  as- 
sistance through  the  five  strong  parent-teacher  associations,  which 
were  organized  this  year  with  a  membership  of  750  parents. 

Spelling. — The  subject  which  chiefly  claimed  our  attention  at  the 
grade  meetings  was  spelling.  We  centered  our  discussion  around 
two  points — the  method  of  teaching  it  and  the  advisability  of  a 
briefer  and  more  practical  list  of  spelling  words.  In  methods  we 
were  concerned  with  two  plans — The  Independent  and  Class  Study 
Method.  After  an  experiment  similar  to  that  described  in  "Teach- 
ers' College  Record"  for  January,  1912,  we  found  the  latter  the 
much  more  effective  plan  of  teaching  spelling.  The  method  of  teach- 
ing spelling  in  our  schools  next  year  is  embodied  in  a  monograph, 
issued  this  month  by  our  teachers  and  grade  supervisors.  The  other 
results  of  a  year's  study  of  spelling  has  been  the  selection  of  4,000 
words,  distributed  among  the  grades  as  their  spelling  words  during 
the  coming  year.  The  first  four  grades  will  be  responsible  for  two 
a  <lay;  and  the  last  four  for  five  a  day. 

Johnstown  School  News.  Motive  For  Language  Work. — We  have 
found  the  "Johnstown  School  News,"  a  little  paper  published  by 
the  grade  children,  a  fine  motive  for  improving  our  language  work. 
An  average  of  3,000  copies  a  week  was  published. 

Manual  Training,  Domestic  Science. — Next  year  we  teach  manual 
training  and  sewing  in  the  sixth  grade  and  extend  the  time  of  each 
of  these  subjects  to  one-half  a  day  instead  of  one-fourth  a  day  in 
the  eighth  grade. 

Two-Year  Commercial  Course  High  School. — To  cause  more  of  our 
eighth  grade  pupils  to  enter  the  high  school  and  not  drop  out  to  go 
to  work  or  into  a  business  college,  we  have  adopted  a  two-year  com- 
mercial course,  which  is  as  follows: 
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First  Year.    . 

English  (including  Spelling  and 

Correspondence) . 
Bookkeeping. 
Shorthand. 
Typewriting. 
Penmanship  and  Commercial 

Arithmetic. 


Second  Year. 

Required: 

English  (including  Spelling  and 
Correspondence) . 

Bookkeeping. 

Shorthand. 

Typewriting. 

Commercial  Law  and  Local  Indus- 
tries (with  their  Belated  Com- 
mercial Geography). 

Elective: 

Manual  Training. 

Drawing. 

Domestic  Science. 


JUNIATA— M.  B.  Wineland. 


In  submitting  to  the  Department  my  first  annual  report  of  the 
Juniata  borough  schools,  I  feel  gratified  to  state,  that  considering 
the  remarkable  growth  of  our  borough  and  the  financial  conditions 
arising  therefrom,  our  schools  have  been  highly  satisfactory.  A 
brief  resume  of  the  work  of  the  past  few  years  follows: 

The  past  four  years  is,  perhaps  noted  above  all  others  in  the  ma- 
terial growth  of  the  borough  schools.  One  of  the  greatest  problems, 
confronting  the  Board  of  Education  has  been,  and  perhaps  still  is, 
how  to  provide  adequate  accommodations  for  the  rapidly  increasing 
school  population.  Four  years  ago  there  were  but  22  school  rooms 
in  the  three  buildings  which  accommodated  an  enrollment  of  1,148 
pupils  in  the  grades  and  94  in  the  high  school,  making  a  total  of 
1,240,  an  average  of  58  pupils  to  the  teacher.  In  the  spring  of  1910, 
after  the  enumeration  of  the  school  children  had  been  made,  it  was 
found  that  additional  school  rooms  must  be  provided,  with  the  re- 
sult tbat  an  annex  was  built  to  the  Keystone  building.  Half-day 
sessions  were  held  in  the  primary  grades  until  the  annex  was  com- 
pleted, which  was  about  the  middle  of  tbe  year.  Tbe  enrollment 
during  this  year  in  the  grade  schools  was  1,1.96,  high  school  122, 
making  a  total  of  1,318,  an  increase  of  78  pupils  over  1910.  The 
outlook  in  the  spring  of  1911  for  still  a  greater  increase  in  the  en- 
rollment gave  the  School  Board  no  little  concern,  and  after  much 
discussion  relative  to  the  issuance  of  bonds,  etc.,  a  resolution,  pro- 
posing to  build  a  four  room  annex  to  the  Keystone  building  and  a 
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new  eight  room  building  in  the  First  ward  was  passed.  Up  until 
January  15,  1912,  the  time  when  the  Keystone  annex  was  completed, 
half-day  sessions  were  again  held  in  all  primary  grades,  and  even 
after  being  placed  on  full  time,  the  schools  were  much  congested.  The 
enrollment  for  the  year  1911  and  1912  was  as  follows:  Grade  schools, 
1,345;  high  school,  142;  total,  1,487,  an  increase  of  169  over  1911. 

The  new  Noble  school,  a  strictly  up-to-date,  fire-proof  building, 
consisting  of  eight  rooms,  and  costing  approximately  $45,000,  was 
completed  just  before  the  opening  of  the  school  term  last  September. 
Seven  of  the  eight  rooms  were  occupied  last  term,  thus  leaving  but 
one  vacant  room  in  each  of  the  Noble  and  Keystone  schools,  or  two 
in  the  district,  to  accomodate  an  increased  enrollment  of  approxi- 
mately 200  to  225  children  for  the  coming  year.  The  entire  enroll- 
ment for  the  year  just  closed  was  1,580,  1,405  were  in  the  grade 
schools  and  175  in  the  high  school,  an  increase  of  91  pupils  over  the 
previous  year. 

The  force  of  teachers  has  increased  during  the  last  four  years 
from  24  to  36,  an  average  of  three  per  year,  and  from  present  indica- 
tions perhaps  from  three  to  five  additional  teachers  may  be  employed 
during  the  coming  year. 

The  borough  schools  for  the  present  year  closed  June  6th,  with 
high  school  graduating  exercises  in  the  M.  E.  Church.  A  class  of  20 
students,  8  boys  and  12  girls,  finished  the  course.  Possibly  50  per 
cent  of  the  class  expect  to  continue  school  work  in  normal  or  college. 
Sixty-five  pupils  were  promoted  to  the  high  school. 

During  the  year  each  teacher  was  given  a  day  with  full  pay  to 
visit  schools  in  other  districts.  Quite  a  number  of  city  and  borough 
schools  were  visited,  with  the  result  that  teachers  manifested  a 
greater  interest  in  their  school  work.  Reports  of  these  visits  were 
made  to  the  superintendent  and  Board. 

The  citizens  of  our  town  seem  interested  in  their  schools,  and 
with  their  continued  co-operation  we  hope  to  accomplish  more  in 
the  future  than  we  have  in  the  past. 

Our  thanks  are  due  the  Department  for  the  many  courtesies  ex- 
tended, the  local  Board  for  their  co-operation  and  the  community  for 
loyal  support. 


KANE— F.  R.  Neild. 


It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  approximately  90  per  cent,  of  the 
pupils  in  the  system  were  promoted  which  shows  quite  conclusively 
that  the  work  of  the  year  has  been  successful  and  carried  to  a  sue- 
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cessful  close.  Great  care,  however,  has  been  exercised  to  prevent 
the  promotion  of  such  pupils  as  are  unable  to  perform  the  advanced 
work.  Throughout  the  year  we  have  placed  more  stress  on  the  daily 
work  of  the  pupil.  Therefore,  in  determining  the  promotion  of  a 
pupil  not  only  has  the  mark  gained  in  examination  been  counted 
but  the  class  standing  based  on  the  daily  record  of  the  term  has 
been  most  carefully  considered  and  given  move  weight  than  the  ex- 
amination. The  one  question  which  must  be  answered  in  the  af- 
firmative, before  the  pupil  could  be  promoted  was:  Is  the  pupil 
able  to  do  the  work  of  the  higher  grade?  Then  this  will  be  followed 
up  by  observing  whether  the  pupil  maintains  in  the  grade  to  which 
he  has  been  promoted  the  same  relative  rank  that  he  held  in  the  lower 
grade. 

Departmental   Teaching. 

The  first  year  of  the  departmental  teaching  in  the  eighth  and 
ninth  grades  can  be  designated  in  no  other  way  than  as  a  success. 

Last  March  this  question  was  given  the  pupils  of  the  eighth  and 
ninth  grades:  "Do  you  consider  the  plan  of  departmental  teaching 
superior  to  the  plan  formerly  used?    Give  reasons  for  your  answer." 

Ninety  per  cent,  of  the  pupils  favored  the  departmental  plan.  Of 
those  favoring  80  per  cent,  have  three  reasons:  Teachers  explained 
their  special  subject  better.  The  class  work  was  made  more  inter- 
esting and  the  work  was  more  systematically  planned. 

These  statements  of  the  pupils  themselves  are  significant. 

Supplementary  Reading. 

The  past  year  we  have  insisted  on  more  reading  in  the  lower 
grades  and  the  result  has  been  that  we  have  had  to  purchase  more 
supplementary  readers.  Some  12  or  15  new  sets  have  been  intro- 
duced and  read  in  addition  to  the  regular  grade  readers.  For  ex- 
ample, some  of  the  first  grades  have  read  as  many  as  seven  different 
books  and  we  have  not  yet  reached  the  maximum. 

Record  Cards. 

Early  in  the  year  we  added  a  directory,  admission  and  discharge 
card  to  our  card  system.  I  might  add  that  our  cards  have  been  a 
valuable  asset  in  working  out  many  of  the  minor  details  of  the  schools. 
I  have  been  especially  pleased  with  our  card  for  keeping  account 
of  our  books  and  supplies.  The  fact  that  we  have  been  able  to  keep 
the  cost  of  books  and  supplies  below  the  $1,500  mark  for  the  past 
year  is  due  in  no  small  measure  to  this  systematic  method  of  ^ac- 
counting for  every  item  that  has  been  used  in  the  system. 
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Temperature  Charts. 

Temperature  record  charts  were  used  in  every  room  throughout 
the  system  during  the  late  fall  and  winter  months  and  answered  the 
purpose  of  keeping  the  temperature  in  the  rooms  more  nearly  normal. 
Before  their  introduction  it  was  quite  common  to  find  thermometers 
in  some  rooms  registering  from  75  to  80  degrees  Fahrenheit.  Under 
such  conditions  we  can  not  expect  our  pupils  to  do  good  work. 

Distribution  of  Enrollment  by  Ages  and  Grades. 

Since  last  February  an  exhaustive  study  has  been  made  below  the 
high  school  of  acceleration  and  retardation  in  our  system.  It  is  not 
my  intention,  at  this  time,  to  enter  into  any  lengthy  discussion  of  this 
investigation  but  merely  point  out  the  salient  features. 

Before  giving  any  statistics  it  might  be  well  to  explain  what  we 
had  in  mind  at  the  outset  of  this  investigation  and  the  basis  on 
which  our  data  was  taken. 

We  wished  to  know  first  of  all  what  percentage  of  our  pupils  was 
in  advance,  even  with  or  behind  grade  throughout  the  system.  We 
considered  seven  years  as  the  normal  age  for  the  child  of  the  first 
grade,  which  is  the  age  usually  taken  for  this  grade  in  compiling 
statistics,  and  added  one  year  for  each  succeeding  grade  with  the 
exception  of  the  ninth  which  is  only  a  half  step. 

At  the  time  the  investigation  was  made  we  had  enrolled  in  the 
grades  1,099  pupils.  The  pupils  were  distributed  by  grades  as  fol- 
lows: First  grade,  175;  second,  158;  third,  174;  fourth,  145;  fifth, 
130;  sixth,  117;  seventh,  86;  eighth,  82;  ninth,  23. 

Accordingly,  we  find  that  in  the  first  grade  61  per  cent,  are  in  ad- 
vance of  their  grade,  26  per  cent,  normal  and  13  per  cent,  below 
normal.  In  the  second  57  per  cent,  are  in  advance,  28  per  cent,  nor- 
mal and  15  per  cent,  below.  In  the  third  we  find  a  marked  difference, 
45  per  cent,  in  advance,  31  per  cent,  normal  and  24  per  cent,  below 
normal.  The  fourth  has  42  per  cent,  in  advance  of  their  grade,  26  per 
cent,  normal  and  32  per  cent,  sub-normal.  The  same  conditions  are 
evident  in  the  fifth,  37  per  cent,  being  in  advance,  25  per  cent,  nor- 
mal and  38  per  cent,  from  one  to  three  years  behind  their  grade.  In 
the  sixth  the  same  conditions  continue,  33  per  cent,  being  from  one 
to  two  years  in  advance,  while  30  per  cent,  are  normal  and  37  per 
cent,  sub-normal.  In  the  seventh,  however,  'we  see  a  very  marked 
change,  42  per  cent,  being  in  advance,  29  per  cent,  normal  and  29 
per  cent,  sub-normal.  There  is  a  general  forward  movement  also  in 
the  eighth  grade,  40  per  cent,  being  in  advance  of  the  normal  age 
for  this  grade,  37  per  cent,  normal  and  23  per  cent,  behind  in  their 
work  from  one  to  three  years.  In  the  ninth  65  per  cent,  are  ahead 
of  their  grade,  22  per  cent,  normal  and  13  per  cent,  below  normal. 
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Summing  up  the  system  we  find  that  47  per  cent,  are  from  one 
to  two  years  in  advance  of  their  grade,  28  per  cent,  are  of  normal 
age  for  their  grade  and  25  per  cent,  are  from  one  to  four  years  be- 
hind their  grade. 

To  me  these  statistics  are  significant.  Such  investigations  as  we 
have  made  have  been  carried  out  in  many  other  systems  throughout 
the  United  States  and  in  the  majority  of  cases  the  percentage  of 
pupils  behind  their  grade  has  been  found  much  higher  than  we 
found  here  in  our  system.  Therefore,  viewing  our  situation  from  a 
comparative  standpoint  Ave  have  reason  to  feel  that  while  conditions 
are  not  ideal,  we  are  better  off'  than  many  other  systems  where  simliar 
investigations  have  been  made. 

However,  the  problem  for  us  next  year  will  be  to  ascertain  the 
reasons  for  the  retardation  of  25  per  cent,  of  our  pupils,  and  do 
our  best  to  remove  the  causes.  While  we  cannot  hope  for  perfect 
conditions  in  the  matter  of  retardation,  I  do  believe  we  can,  through 
studying  the  needs  of  our  system  greatly  improve  them. 

The  high  per  cent,  of  retardation  in  the  fifth  and  sixth  grades  is 
probably  the  cumulative  effect  of  retardation  in  the  preceding 
grades.  Then,  too,  in  these  grades,  particularly  the  sixth,  the  over- 
aged  boys  and  girls  go  to  work.  In  the  fifth,  too,  we  find  not  only 
those  who  have  repeated  one  year  but  also  the  chronic  repeaters 
who  have  lost  two,  three  or  four  years  time  and  there  in  the  fifth 
grade  their  inability  to  earn  promotion  keeps  them  until  escape  is 
provided  by  law.  We  find  that  one-half  of  retardation  is  due  to  the 
combined  effect  of  the  causes,  irregular  attendance  and  lack  of  abil- 
ity. Late  entrance  physical  condition  and  indifference  accounts  for 
the  most  of  the  rest. 


Schools  Visited. 

During  the  past  year  it  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  have  visited 
the  following  school  systems:  Philadelphia,  Harrisburg,  Jamestown, 
Bradford,  Warren,  Smethport,  Tidioute,  Johnsonburg  and  Eldred. 
Some  of  the  above  schools  have  been  visited  in  search  of  teachers  for 
the  coming  year  while  others  have  been  visited  to  get  ideas  for  our 
own  system. 

Manual  Training,  Dom.  Sci.  and  Art  Exhibitions. 

Too  much  credit  cannot  be  given  the  grade  teachers  throughout 
the  system  for  the  grand  success  of  our  manual  training,  domestic 
science  and  art  exhibitions.  Those  outside  the  actual  school  work 
can  hardly  realize  the  amount  of  work  involved  in  preparing  for  en- 
tertainments such  as  we  had  during  our  exhibitions. 
16 
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The  exhibits  in  many  respects,  were  in  my  estimation,  the  best 
we  have  had  since  the  two  departments  have  been  established.  We 
should  expect  this  for  both  departments  are  getting  a  firmer  foot- 
hold  in  onr  system  and  are  being  more  fully  appreciated  both  by  on. 
pupils  and  patrons. 

We  did  not  have  quite  as  many  people  in  attendance  this  year  as 
last  but  the  building  was  crowded  all  three  evenings,  there  being 
all  told  about  2,500  out.  Our  net  proceeds  amounted  to  almost 
1300.00  which  is  being  used  to  purchase  books  for  the  library 
especially  for  the  pupils  in  the  grades.  A  preliminary  order  for 
about  150  books  has  already  been  placed. 

During  the  year  we  have  had  139  boys  taking  the  manual  train- 
ing and  mechanical  drawing,  and  142  girls  in  the  domestic  science 
and  art  departments. 

The  boys  and  girls  have  been  very  much  interested  in  this  work 
as  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  the  attendance  in  both  branches 
has  been  uniform  throughout  the  year  although  both  courses  are  elec- 
tive after  freshman  year  in  the  high  school.  The  boys  have  put  in 
a  great  amount  of  extra  time  in  the  shop,  some  working  until  late 
in  the  afternoon  and  all  day  Saturday. 

Both  departments  have  kept  well  within  the  $150  limit  allowed 
by  the  board.  The  domestic  science,  costing  $138.21  and  the  manual 
training  $98.20. 

In  accordance  with  the  will  of  the  board  the  work  of  the  manual 
training  and  domestic  science  departments  will  be  extended  to  in- 
clude the  sixth  grade  pupils  throughout  the  system  the  coming 
year.  This  can  be  accomplished  without  asking  for  any  additional 
appropriation  at  least  for  not  more  than  $25. 


Other  Changes. 

Other  changes  are  recommended  for  next  year  and  already  acted 
upon  by  your  board  are:  The  elimination  of  the  ninth  grade  for 
the  first  half  year,  thereby  discontinuing  the  mid-year  promotion  into 
the  high  school,  the  idea  being  the  final  elimination  of  the  ninth 
grade  as  soon  as  it  can  be  accomplished.  2. — The  moving  of  the 
upper  half  of  the  seventh  grade  Central  to  the  High  School  building 
in  order  to  make  room  at  Central  for  the  overflow  that  we  shall  un- 
doubtedly have  in  the  fifth  grade  in  the  Welsh  and  Central  districts, 
and  also  for  the  purpose  of  including  this  grade  in  the  department 
plan  of  teaching.  3.— To  make  advanced  algebra  in  the  high  school 
elective  and  place  it  in  the  third  year  instead  of  the  second  year  as 
at  present. 
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High  School. 

In  the  high  school  public  speaking  was  continued  the  past  year. 
Much  more  interest  was  taken  than  the  previous  year  especially  in 
the  upper  classes,  all  of  the  seniors  entering  the  contest. 

Our  graduating  class  numbered  14,  the  smallest  class  to  graduate 
since  1897.  However,  our  class  next  year  promises  to  be  the  larg- 
est in  the  history  of  the  school. 


LANCASTER— Joseph  N.  K.  Hickman. 


The  average  enrollment  of  pupils  was  6,160,  and  the  precentage 
of  attendance  91.20,  both  of  which  were  larger  than  the  preceding 
year.  An  effort  was  made  to  increase  the  number  of  pupils  in  the 
two  high  schools  (which  registered  only  633)  with  the  result  that 
more  than  700  will  enter  in  the  fall.  The  plan  of  promoting  an- 
nually is  still  followed  here.  The  enrollment  in  every  grade  is 
heavy,  and  many  teachers  have  two  full  grades  in  their  schools.  Ef- 
forts are  being  made  to  relieve  this  congestion  so  that  there  may 
be  semi-annual  promotion. 

During  the  year  medical  inspection  was  provided  and  individual 
examination  made  of  all  pupils  in  the  grades,  the  results  recorded, 
and  notices  sent  to  parents.    The  general  results  were: 

Number  of  children  with  no  physical  defects,  ....  2,867 
Number  of  children  with  slight  physical  defects, .  1,098 
Number  of  children  with  serious  defects,   1,578 

The  more  serious  cases  were  distributed  as  follows: 

Number  of  children  whose  eyes  needed  attention,  345 

Number  of  children  whose  hearing  was  imperfect,.  134 
Number  of  children  whose  teeth  were  in  bad  condi- 

ton,     781 

Number  of  children  having  various  skin  diseases,  42 

Number  of  children  having  adenoids,    221 

Number  of  children  whose  tonsils  were  enlarged 

and  in  bad  condition,  63 

The  common  drinking  cup  has  been  banished  and  in  the  absence 
of  sanitary  drinking  fountains  each  pupil  has  his  own  cup.  Local 
organizations  are  co-operating  in  working  out  plans  for  free  school 
dental  clinics  and  an  open-air  school.  Attention  to  the  physical 
welfare  of  school  children  is  not  being  withheld.    Vigorous  physical 

16—7—1913. 
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exercises  with  windows  open,  .supervised,  playground  recreation, 
illustrated  health  lectures  and  community  meetings  are  some  of  the 
means  adopted. 

Believing  that  the  schools  should  he  adapted  to  the  needs  of  the 
child,  three  kinds  of  special  schools  have  been  organized — a  special 
school  for  defectives,  one  for  the  oral  teaching  of  deaf  children,  and 
eight  ungraded  schools  for  backward  and  exceptional  children.  In 
these  schools  specially  trained  teachers  are  employed  who  use  meth- 
ods suitable  to  their  work. 

The  evening  school  reached  a  new  high  record  of  322  in  enrollment. 
There  is  a  growing  demand  for  educational  opportunities  on  the  part 
of  those  who  have  left  school  early.  A  wider  use  of  the  school  plant 
as  provided  in  evening  schools  and  neighborhood  gatherings  is  meet- 
ing these  needs. 

Our  teaching  force  was  but  slightly  changed  on  account  of  resigna- 
tions, leave  of  absence,  and  additions  because  of  increased  enroll- 
ment. The  salaries  of  all  teachers  were  increased  about  eight  per 
cent,  this  year,  dependent  on  preparation  and  experience.  Of  the 
138  grade  teachers,  four  hold  provisional,  32  professional,  and  40 
permanent  certificates;  and  62  normal  school  diplomas.  In  the 
two  high  schools  there  are  six  teachers  holding  State  permanent  cer- 
tificates, six  normal  school  diplomas  and  11  college  diplomas. 

Vacation  study,  visiting  days  with  pay  during  the  year,  and  groups 
organized  for  professional  reading,  are  being  utilized  to  supplement 
the  work  of  the  regular  institute  and  grade  meetings.  Special  instruc- 
tion is  also  given  the  teachers  in  art,  music,  penmanship  and  primary 
methods  by  special   supervisors. 

A  number  of  agencies  are  contributing  to  the  interest  taken  in 
the  schools.  Among  these  is  a  young  and  enthusiastic  Parent- 
Teachers'  Association  which  regularly  holds  central  and  sectional 
meetings  in  different  school  buildings  of  the  city.  During  the 
month  of  May  all  the  schools  observed  a  Patrons'  Day  when  2,180 
parents  came  to  visit  the  schools  and  inspect  the  work. 

The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  offering  to  provide  physical  instruction  for 
the  schools,  and  the  Y.  W.  0.  A.  in  starting  classes  in  industrial 
work  on  Saturdays  and  during  the  summer  vacation,  deserve  com- 
mendation. 

The  public  library  has  inaugurated  a  plan  to  provide  reference 
/work  for  teachers,  and  classified  suitable  books  for  the  children,  at 
all  times  keeping  in   touch  with   the  school  needs. 

The  Play-Ground  Association  provided  the  necessary  apparatus 
and  supervisors  for  six  play-ground  centers.  Properly  organized 
recreation  and  instruction  in  the  manual  arts  prominently  char- 
acterized the  work.  Some  interest  is  also  shown  in  school  gar- 
dens, but  this  activity  is  limited  by  location  of  school  and  property 
conditions, 
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The  Kindergarten  Association  with  help  from  the  Board  supports 
three  kindergarten  schools,  with  an  eniollment  of  124.  Lack  of 
room  and  funds  hinder  an  extension  of  these  school-. 

The  course  of  study  in  the  high  school  has  been  modified  to  per- 
mit of  an  elective  plan.  Twenty  units  are  lequired  to  graduate  and 
each  student  carries  at  least  five  units  of  work  a  term. 

This  was  the  first  year  for  s]  ecial  supervision  in  drawing.  Super- 
vision in  penmanship  for  all  the  grades  has  heen  provided  for  the 
coming  year.  Industrial  courses  have  Hot  yt  been  provided  bu1 
are  under  consideration.  Consolidated  departmental  grammar 
schools  are  also  being  urged.  These  two  modifications,  together 
with  relief  for  overcrowded  schools,  will  do  much  toward  retain- 
ing the  children  in  school  after  the  age  of  fourteen. 

In  different  schools  of  the  city  various  organizations  have  been 
formed  among  the.pupils  which  contribute  to  their  preparation  for 
life.  These  activities  are  directed  by  the  pupils  under  the  guidance 
of  teachers.  Among  these  are  Junior  Civic  Leagues.  Humane  and 
Audubon  Societies.  High  School  and  Grammar  School  Athletic  and 
Literary   Organizations. 

In  concluding  this,  my  first  report  from  Lancaster  city.  I  wish 
to  acknowledge  the  co-operation  of  Directors.  Teachers.  Parent- 
Teachers'  Association,  and  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  in 
the  important  work  of  educating  the  children  of  the  community. 
Without  a  genuine  community  interest,  high  ideals  of  social  ser- 
vice, and  helpful  co-operation  on  the  part  of  all  agencies  of  uplift, 
the  results  achieved  would  not  have  been  possible. 


LAXSFOPD—  E.  E.  Kuntz. 


On  June  3rd,  1913,  the  most  successful  school  year  in  the  history 
of  Lansford  closed.  The  commencement  exen-ises  were  held  on  the 
evening  of  June  5th  for  the  graduating  class  consisting  of  five  boys 
and  four  girls.  Honorable  Henry  Houck  gave  the  commencement 
address  which  was  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  the  crowded  house.  Dur- 
ing the  week  following  the  dose  of  school,  the  graduates  accom- 
panied by  the  superintendent  spent  a  week  touring  Washington. 
D.  C.  The  enrollment  for  the  year  was  one  thousand  seventy-two 
1 1.072'.  The  percentage  of  attendance  was  ninety  six.  In  addi- 
tion to  this  number  of  pupils  about  three  hundred  fifty  attended 
the  Roman  and   Polish   parochial  schools. 


244  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  t)ff.  Doe. 

The  year  was  the  most  successful  from  the  standpoint  of  the 
amount  and  kind  of  work  done,  which  has  raised  the  standard  of 
the  schools.  Not  only  was  the  general  work  of  the  schools  satisfac- 
tory, but  the  first  year's  work  in  manual  training  was  of  an  excellent 
standard.  Our  work  in  manual  training  consisted  of  paper  cutting, 
tearing,  folding,  reed  and  raffia  work,  and  some  sewing  in  the 
first  four  grades.  In  the  fifth  and  sixth  grades  the  boys  were  given 
whittling  and  the  girls  sewing;  in  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades 
the  boys  were  instructed  in  woodwork  and  the  girls  in  sewing;  in 
the  high  school,  both  boys  and  girls  did  shopwork,  making  many 
excellent  articles  from  wood.  The  boys  also  took  a  course  in  me- 
chanical drawing.  During  the  coming  year  the  girls  of  the  high 
school  will  take  sewing  and  the  study  of  domestic  economy  instead 
of  woodwork. 

At  the  close  of  the  school  year  a  very  satisfactory  exhibition  of 
all  school  work  was  given  and  was  highly  commented  upon  by  the 
public. 

During  the  year  physical  culture  was  given  to  the  schools.  The 
instruction  being  given  chiefly  by  the  teachers;  the  teachers  being 
instructed  by  Miss  Catherine  Longshore  in  the  Preece  system. 

The  movement  is  now  on  foot  toward  the  building  of  an  up-to-date 
high  school  building. 

During  the  year  the  superintendent  made  one  thousand  thirty- 
five  (1,035)  visits  to  the  schools.  This  large  number  of  visits  was 
made  possible  by  the  addition  of  a  clerk  in  the  superintendent's  of- 
fice. With  this  clerical  help,  we  have  been  able  to  introduce  the 
card  index  system  and  to  keep  up  a  daily  report  of  plans  by  the 
teachers.  This  system  of  daily  plans  has  aided  materially  in  im- 
proving the  work  in  the  schools. 

We  have  been  practically  free  from  the  contagious  diseases  com- 
mon to  children  except  for  about  two  or  three  weeks  before  the 
close  of  school  when  there  were  numerous  cases  of  measles.  The 
proper  attention  has  been  given  to  enforcing  the  compulsory  at- 
tendance law  as  shown  by  the  three  hundred  and  four  visits  made 
by  the  truant  officer,  by  the  thirty-one  summons  issued  by  him,  and 
by  the  eight  arrests  of  parents  who  failed  to  keep  their  children 
in  school  after  receiving  the  summons. 

An  active  interest  is  being  taken  by  a  great  many  of  the  pupils 
in  summer  gardening.  About  a  third  of  all  the  school  children 
bought  seeds  early  in  the  spring  and  are  now  caring  for  their  small 
gardens  during  the  summer.  Late  in  the  summer  or  early  fall  we 
will  have  an  exhibition  when  all  the  children  will  be  allowed  to 
bring  specimens  of  their  products  raised  during  the  summer. 

Beginning  with  the  coming  school  year  Lansford  will  have  in 
operation  a  series  of  school  room  libraries.  These  libraries  will 
consist  of  about  twenty -five  books  in  each  room  to  begin  with.     The 
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same  will  treat  on  history,  geography,  fiction,  fa  hies,  nature  study, 
and  biography.  The  libraries  will  be  furnished  to  every  grade  from 
the  first  to  the  eighth  inclusive.  The  books  will  be  such  as  can  be 
easily  read  and  understood  by  the  pupils  of  the  respective  grades. 

The  chief  purpose  of  these  libraries  is  to  encourage  the  proper 
kind  of  reading  by  the  pupils.  The  books  will  also  be  used  for 
reference  in  connection  with  the  regular  studies. 

In  addition  to  allowing  the  pupils  the  use  of  these  books,  the  pu- 
pils will  receive  instruction  on  "how  to  read  to  the  best  advantage" 
and  "what  to  read."  The  schemes  for  encouraging  this  extra  read- 
ing on  the  part  of  the  pupils  and  the  manner  in  which  they  shall 
be  used  are  various. 

At  the  proper  periods  the  teacher  will  read  to  her  pupils;  at 
other  periods  pupils  will  be  given  access  to  the  books  for  reading 
during  specified  times  during  school  hours.  For  instance,  those 
pupils  who  have  done  their  daily  work  satisfactorily  may  be  allowed 
the  use  of  these  books  during  the  last  half  hour  of  the  school  ses- 
sion while  the  teacher  is  giving  individual  instruction  to  those  pu- 
pils who  have  not  completed  their  day's  work  satisfactorily  and 
backward  pupils. 

At  any  time  during  the  day  when  the  pupil's  work  is  completed, 
they  may  have  access  to  the  books.  For  a  certain  degree  of  effort 
on  the  part  of  the  pupils  doing  their  daily  work  they  may  be  al- 
lowed to  take  the  books  home  for  reading  at  night. 

Using  the  books  for  reference,  thus  leaving  the  pupils  the  proper 
practice  in  referring  to  other  books  on  any  subject  matter,  will  be 
a  strong  feature  of  the  plan. 

Racks  to  contain  these  books  have  been  made  by  the  manual  train- 
ing department.  More  books  will  be  added  according  to  the  needs 
and  demands  on  the  part  of  the  pupils. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  officers  of  the  State  Department  for  their 
courtesies  during  the  year,  and  extend  to  our  excellent  Board  of 
Directors  and  corps  of  teachers  our  appreciation  for  their  support 
and  hearty  co-operation  in  all  our  school  vitalities. 


LATROBE—  S.  Edgar  Downs. 


The  annual  school  term  of  the  Latrobe  public  schools  which  opened 
Tuesday,  September  4th,  1012,  was  completed  Wednesday,  June 
4th,  1913. 


246  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

We  feel  that  it  was  a  prosperous  year.  Fifty  teachers  were  em- 
ployed regularly.  The  enrollment,  both  in  the  high  school  and  in 
the  elementary  grades,  was  the  highest  in  the  history  of  the  schools, 
as  was  also  the  average  attendance. 

A  class  of  twenty-eight  graduated  from  the  high  school  course, 
and  a  very  large  class  will  take  up  first  year  work  in  the  high  school 
this  coming  year. 

During  the  year,  our  electors  voted,  at  a  ratio  of  more  than  four 
to  one,  in  favor  of  bonding  the  District  for  a  modem  high 
school  plant,  and  the  building,  the  plans  of  which  were  recently 
submitted  to  the  State  Department,  is  now  under  process  of  con- 
struction. 

The  Board  condemned  and  seized  an  acre  and  a  quarter  of  ground, 
in  the  center  of  the  town,  and  expects  to  erect  a  building  which, 
when  complete,  wil  cost  approximately  fl50,000.  It  will  include 
gymnasium,  auditorium,  seating  1,100,  boys'  and  girls'  shower  baths, 
domestic  science,  manual  training,  commercial  and  natural  science 
departments,  and  about  twenty-five  class  rooms.  The  excavation  is 
now  almost  completed,  and  the  contracts,  except  for  the  plumbing, 
have  been  let. 

This  building  is  located  but  four  squares  from  a  ten-acre,  level 
athletic  field  which  the  Alumni  Association  fenced  this  year,  and 
the  Railway  Steel  Spring  Company  has  given  free  of  rent  for  the 
use  of  the  high  school.  The  high  school  boys  have  made  a  quarter- 
mile  cinder  track,  and  have  erected  a  grandstand.  The  field  is  suited 
for  both  football  and  baseball. 

The  first  independent  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  this  year  by 
Latrobe,  the  following  instructors  being  present  during  the  five 
days'  sessions:  Deputy  State  Superintendent  R.  B.  Teitrick,  Dr.  C. 
C.  Ellis,  Dr.  L.  B.  Wickersham,  Superintendent  R,  C.  Shaw,  Super- 
intendent J.  H.  Alleman,  Mrs.  Mary  Graham  Noss,  Dr.  O.  T.  Corson, 
Dean  Will  Grant  Chambers,  Dr.  F.  H.  Green,  Dr.  Edwin  E.  Sparks, 
Mrs.  Alice  M.  Carmalt,  and  MacGonuis  Neilson. 

There  were  ten  one-half  day  sessions,  and  three  night  entertain- 
ments and  lectures,  all  free  to  the  public.  The  teachers  were  so 
pleased  with  the  Institute  that  they  voted,  at  its  close,  to  contribute 
110.00  each  for  its  support  next  year,  and  we  hope  to  make  our  sec- 
ond even  better  than  the  first  session. 

With  the  permission  of  the  Board,  the  superintendent  secured  a 
High  School  Lecture  Course  for  the  year,  which  included  the  follow- 
ing numbers:  Capt.  Richard  Pearson  Hobson,  Dr.  L.  B.  Wicker- 
sham, Benjamin  Chapin,  International  Operatic  Company,  and  the 
Kaffir  Boy  Choir. 

The  course  was  a  success  in  every  way,  and  we  have  already 
scheduled  the  following  numbers  for  the  coming  year:     Dr.  Hugh 
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Black,   Oxford    Concert    Company,    Metropolitan    Grand    Quartette, 
A.  E.  Wiggam  and  U.  S.  Senator  Kenyon. 

We  have  very  much  appreciated  the  assistance  of  the  Department, 
not  only  in  our  Institute,  but  in  the  general  work  of  the  schools, 
and,  with  its  assistance,  believe  that  we  can  still  advance  the  work 
of  the  Latrobe  public  schools. 


LEBANON— F.  W.  Bobbins. 


In  general  the  school  year  has  been  very  satisfactory.  The  en- 
rollment has  increased  slightly  over  that  oi  last  year.  The  total 
enrollment  for  the  year  is  3,058 ;  3G4  in  the  high  school— an  increase 
of  44 ;  and  2G94  in  the  grades — a  decrease  of  33,  making  a  net  increase 
of  11  in  the  total  enrollment. 

During  the  year  an  epidemic  of  measles  materially  affected  the 
attendance  of  children  in  the  lower  grades.  However,  in  most  cases, 
through  individual  attention  by  the  teacher,  upon  the  return  of  the 
pupil,  he  was  able  to  keep  his  place  in  class 

The  special  school  for  truants  and  incoriiglbles  was  not  opened 
this  year.  There  seemed  to  be  no  especial  need  for  it,  except  in  a 
few  chronic  cases,  which  were  disposed  of  in  other  ways;  two  by 
suspension,  and  five  others  by  the  application  of  the  compulsory 
attendance  act  and  through  the  juvenile  court.  The  conduct  of  the 
pupils  in  the  different  schools  was,  if  anything,  improved  over  that 
of  last  year.  Discipline  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  was  not  more 
difficult  than  heretofore.  In  many  instances  the  discipline  was 
probably  less  difficult  on  this  account,  because  some  children  pre- 
ferred the  special  school,  and  purposely  committed  offenses  in  order 
to  be  sent  there. 

In  the  high  school  the  increased  enrollment  was  due  partly  to*  ad- 
mitting eighth  grade  pupils  who  had  made  an  average  of  85  or 
above  and  were  recommended  by  their  teachers.  Of  those  so  admitted 
last  year  all  passed  the  work  of  the  first  year  in  the  high  school, 
and  two  ranked  among  the  first  ten  of  the  class  at  the  end  of  the 
term.  This  year  36  pupils  will  probably  be  admitted  from  the 
eighth  grade,  resulting  in  the  elimination  of  one  ninth  grade,  but 
requiring  the  employment  of  an  additional  teacher  in  the  high 
school. 

In  the  manual  training  department  there  was  a  total  of  45  stu- 
dents distributed  among  the  four  classes  last  year.  The  probable 
estimate  for  next  year  is  39  in  this  course,  of  which  at  least  32  will 
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be  in  the  first  year  class.  A  comparison  of  the  past  three  years 
shows  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  students  of  the  three  upper  classes 
of  this  course. 

In  the  domestic  science  department,  which  extends  over  the  first 
two  years  of  the  high  school  course,  45  students  were  enrolled  last 
year,  and  at  least  48  will  take  up  the  work  next  year. 

In  the  commercial  class,  the  number  of  students  will  be  53  next 
term,  as  against  41  this  term.  The  demands  of  the  various  local 
industries  for  the  graduates  of  this  department  are  always  greater 
than  the  supply. 

In  the  elementary  schools  there  were  few  changes.  Very  much 
of  the  work  was  well  done.  Ninety  children  were  transferred  from 
lower  to  higher  grades  during  the  term  on  account  of  special  abil- 
ity, on  recommendation  of  teachers.  Special  attention  was  given 
to  over-aged  children,  that  is,  those  who  are  two  years  or  more  than 
two  years  too  old  for  the  grade.  Teachers  were  urged  to  work  with 
them  individually  and  endeavor  to  prepare  them  for  the  next  higher 
grade.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  failures  in  proportion 
to  the  number  of  promotions  was  very  small.  The  total  number  of 
failures  in  all  the  grades  was  190,  of  which  28  were  in  the  ninth 
grade,  6  in  the  eighth  grade,  4  in  the  seventh  grade,  9  in  the  sixth 
grade,  20  in  the  fifth  grade,  10  in  the  fourth  grade,  15  in  the  third 
grade,  26  in  the  second  grade,  and  72  in  the  first  grade.  Most  of 
the  first  grade  children  not  promoted  entered  at  the  middle  of  the 
school  term. 

The  attendance  officer  reports  that  in  enforcing  the  compulsory  at- 
tendance law  during  the  present  year,  it  was  necessary  for  him  to 
bring  suits  against  five  parents  for  failing  to  send  their  children  " 
to  school.  Of  these  delinquents,  five  were  convicted  and  fines  of 
five  dollars  were  imposed.  In  some  instances  the  fines  were  remitted, 
and  in  other  cases  the  boys  were  paroled  or  sent  to  a  State  institu- 
tion by  order  of  the  Court. 

On  the  recommendation  of  the  teachers'  committee  and  the  super- 
intendent at  the  April  meeting  it  was  decided  by  the  Board  to  at- 
tempt to  open  school  gardens  during  the  present  vacation.  After  a 
full  discussion  of  the  question  the  superintendent  was  authorized 
to  proceed,  if  in  his  judgment,  conditions  warranted  the  outlay. 
Because  of  the  delay  in  getting  started,  the  lateness  of  the  season, 
the  extreme  dry  weather,  and  the  difficulty  of  securing  a  capable 
person  to  undertake  the  work  it  was  thought  inadvisable  to  proceed 
further  in  the  matter  this  year,  but  to  arrange  for  beginning  the 
work  next  year  about  the  first  of  May,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  pos- 
sible, while  the  schools  are  in  session. 
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LEWISTOWN— T.  Latimer  Brooks. 


Our  school  work  was  greatly  hampered  during  the  past  year  be- 
cause of  the  continued  prevalence  of  contagious  diseases  in  one  form 
or  another.  Diphtheria,  chicken  pox,  whooping  cough,  scarlet  fever, 
and  measles  were  epidemic  during  the  year.  At  times  we  had  three 
of  these  different  epidemics  existing  and  several  houses  were  pla- 
carded for  two  of  the  diseases  at  the  same  time.  Schools  were  closed 
for  two  weeks  during  November  on  account  of  the  epidemic  of  diph- 
theria. Seventeen  of  the  33  cases  were  school  children,  although 
we  did  not  have  more  than  one  case  from  any  one  school  room.  When 
we  consider  that  diphtheria  was  epidemic  from  September  tilfl 
December  and  that  scarlet  fever  and  measles  continued  from  Feb- 
ruary to  July  we  were  yet  fortunate  to  get  as  much  school  work 
accomplished  as  we  did.  Ignorance,  fear  of  the  quarantine,  and 
carelessness  were  in  large  part  the  causes  for  the  persistence  of  the 
epidemics,  for  the  health  and  school  authorities  surely  used  every 
means  available  for  the  extermination  of  the  diseases.  After  the 
experience  of  the  past  year,  I  am  convinced  that  a  revision  of  the 
quarantine  regulations  of  the  health  code  could  be  made  whereby 
they  would  become  decidedly  less  obnoxious  and  consequently  more 
effective. 

Several  changes  were  made  in  the  teaching  force  during  the  year. 
Three  teachers  were  elected  to  better  positions  and  were  released. 
Two  entered  other  professions  and  one  was  unable  to  finish  the 
term  because  of  ill  health.  One  additional  teacher  was  added  to 
the  high  school  faculty.  Thus  the  Board  was  compelled  to  engage 
seven  teachers  during  the  progress  of  the  term.  We  were  able  to 
maintain  a  satisfactory  corps  of  teachers  and  all  but  three  have 
been  engaged  for  next  term.  Fifteen  of  our  teachers  are  members 
of  the  State  Educational  Association  and  all  are  members  of  the 
Mifflin  County  Teachers'  Association.  Nine  of  the  teachers  and 
the  superintendent  will  attend  the  sessions  of  some  of  our  universi- 
ties, colleges,  and  normal  schools  during  the  present  summer. 

The  total  number  of  pupils  enrolled  for  the  term  was  1,728.  The 
average  monthly  enrollment  was  1,498.  The  percentage  of  attend- 
ance for  the  term  was  92  per  cent.  One  hundred  and  ninety-three 
pupils  were  enrolled  in  the  high  school.  Twenty-seven  pupils,  15 
boys  and  12  girls  were  graduted.  Fifteen  of  our  graduates  are  mak- 
ing arrangements  to  attend  normal  schools  and  colleges  this  fall. 
This,  we  believe,  is  a  record  for  our  town  and  one  of  which  we  may 
be  justly  proud. 
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Since  last  year  we  have  completed  a  four-room  addition  to  one 
of  our  buildings  and  now  four  of  our  buildings,  28  school  rooms, 
will  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Code  for  school  room  construction. 
Our  high  school  building,  which  also  contains  four  grade  rooms,  is 
short  on  a  system  of  ventilation  and  is  too  small  for  our  require- 
ments. Five  school  rooms  have  been  fitted  with  new  single  desks 
and  new  desks  have  been  ordered  for  the  commercial  room.  Several 
alterations  and  repairs  have  been  made  that  will  add  to  the  con- 
venience and  comfort  of  the  teachers  and  pupils.  Three  of  our  play- 
grounds have  been  graded  and  covered  with  limestone  screenings 
and  are  open  to  the  public. 

Several  sets  of  books  for  supplementary  reading  in  the  grades 
were  purchased  during  [he  year  and  several  sets  of  wall  maps  and 
charts  have  been  added  to  the  equipment  in  different  grades.  The 
Board  made  an  appropriation  of  $200  to  the  library  fund  with  a 
promise  of  a  substantial  yearly  appropriation.  The  science  depart- 
ment equipment  was  replenished  and  arrangements  made  for  a 
yearly  addition  to  the  equipment.  New  text  books  have  been  pur- 
chased and  courses  rearranged  wherever  the  ends  seemed  to  justify 
the  means. 

We  have  less  than  $30,000  with  which  to  run  our  schools  for  1,500 
pupils  in  five  buildings  with  37  teachers.  Consequently  many  of  the 
desirable  and  very  attractive  features  of  modern  education  are 
beyond  our  means.  Our  aim  is  to  teach  what  we  have  as  thoroughly 
and  as  effectively  as  possible,  trying  to  inspire  our  pupils  with  a 
high  appreciation  of  their  opportunities  and  to  give  them  the  kind 
of  instruction  that  will  enable  them  to  render  the  most  effective 
service  in  future  work.  The  improvement  in  attendance  and  in  the 
character  of  the  work  done  in  our  higher  grades,  the  increase  in  the 
number  going  to  higher  schools,  and  the  success  of  those  going  to 
work  immediately  after  graduation  inspires  us  with  the  hope  that 
we  are  at  least  on  one  of  the  roads  that  leads  to  success. 


LOCK  HAVEN— Edward  S.  Line. 


The  work  of  the  school  year  at  Lock  Haven  was  filled  with  many 
encouraging  features,  encouraging  alike  to  superintendent,  teachers, 
the  Board  of  Education  and  the  patrons.  A  large  enrollment  was 
coupled  with  good  attendance.  In  the  high  school  the  attendance 
was  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  school,  requiring  the  services 
of  an  additional  instructor  and  crowding  another  elementary  school 
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out  of  the  high  school  building.  This  increased  enrollment  has  made 
the  need  for  a  new  high  school  building  very  imperative  and  the 
question  was  agitated  throughout  the  year,  the  project  receiving 
the  endorsement  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  the  Civic  Club.  It  will 
come  up  before  the  voters  of  the  city  in  the  near  future,  since  the 
necessary  funds  for  a  new  building  must  be  provided  by  an  issue 
of  bonds  that  requires  the  endorsement  of  the  people  before  becoming 
available.  There  is  no  doubt  of  the  need  but  some  doubt  as  to  there 
being  sufficient  appreciation  thereof  to  insure  its  being  met,  when 
pn1  to  a  vote  of  the  people. 

Tl»e  school  was  unfortunate  in  the  loss  of  the  principal,  Mr.  J.  A. 
Youn-  ,  who  had  served  the  school  with  signal  success  for  four  years. 
Mr.  Young  is  engaged  as  a  supervisor  of  schools  at  Calchester,  Con- 
necticut. Principal  J.  C.  Weirick,  of  the  Central  grammar  school, 
stepped  into  the  position  with  great  effectiveness,  however.  His 
executive  ability  and  strong  teaching  power  have  stood  him  in  good 
stead  and  he  has  more  than  maintained  the  efficiency  of  the  high 
school. 

The  teachers  in  grade  meetings  studied  some  books  on  education 
with  good  effect.  The  primary  section  read  "Teaching  to  Read"  by 
Hughes,  and  "Primary  Arithmetic,"  by  Suzzallo.  The  intermediate 
section  used  "Training  the  Memory,"  by  Watt  "The  Teaching  of 
Spelling,"  and  the  "Report  of  the  Committees  of  Eight"  on  History 
teaching,  and  "Report  of  the  Committee  of  Fifteen"  on  Elementary 
schools  were  studied  by  the  grammar  school  section.  The  high  school 
teachers  read  "High  School  Education"  by  Johnson  and  others. 

A  supervisor  of  drawing  and  elementary  manual  training  was 
employed  this  year  for  the  first  time  in  Lock  Haven  schools.  The 
Board  was  very  fortunate  in  the  selection  of  one  of  the  local  teach- 
ers. Miss  Mary  E.  Sloan,  to  inaugurate  this  work.  An  exhibit  of 
drawing  and  elementary  manual  training  work,  and  of  the  sewing 
accomplished  by  the  Central  grammar  school  class,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Miss  Marie  L.  Packer  was  very  encouraging  and  illuminating. 
It  was  attended  by  several  hundred  patrons  in  May. 

In  severing  his  connection  with  the  Lock  Haven  schools  the  writer 
desires  to  convey  his  sense  of  gratitude  to  teachers  and  patrons,  to 
members  of  the  progressive  Board  of  Education,  to  the  members 
of  the  Parent-Teachers'  Association  and  the  Civic  Club,  to  news- 
papers and  other  agencies  which  rendered  such  fine  service  during 
the  writer's  incumbency  of  the  office  of  superintendent. 

To  the  department  of  public  instruction  and  the  State  Board  of 
Education  special  thanks  are  due.  and  their  assistance  is  gratefully 
acknowledged. 
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LOWER  MERION  TOWNSHIP,  MONTGOMERY  COUNTY— H. 

Wightman. 


I  have  the  honor  to  present  my  fifth  annual  report  as  superintend- 
ent of  Lower  Merion  township.  The  annual  report  of  the  secretary 
is  being  delayed  in  order  to  have  its  balances  agree  with  the  findings 
of  the  auditors  and  avoid  discrepancies. 

The  schools  have  been  subjected  to  unusual  quarantines  during  the 
year.  These  quarantines  alone  have  caused  the  loss  of  nearly  60,- 
000  days  attendance  in  a  district  with  an  enrollment  of  less  than 
2,100  children.  This  condition  has  recently  stirred  the  Board  of 
Education  to  bring  about  co-operative  relations  between  the  Board 
of  Health  and  the  Medical  Inspectors  of  the  schools,  which  we  hope 
will  improve  conditions  in  the  future. 

This  district  has  employed  a  general  supply  teacher  on  regular  sal- 
ary for  each  twenty  teachers  assigned  to  regular  grade  classes.  It 
has  been  conclusively  proved  here  that  these  teachers  should  not  all 
be  beginners,  if  the  welfare  of  the  schools  is  alone  to  be  considered. 
All  of  the  supply  teachers  during  the  past  year  have  been  local  can- 
didates and  inexperienced.  This  policy  of  the  Board  will  be  changed 
next  year,  going  back  to  the  plan  previously  instituted,  by  the  super- 
intendent, of  having  at  least  one  supply  teacher  with  the  vital 
training  of  experience. 

Nearly  40  per  cent,  of  the  teaching  force  of  Lower  Merion  are  new 
this  year  due  to  political  conditions.  The  lack  of  unanimity  of  the 
Board  of  Education  and  constant  agitation  to  ungrade  or  abolish 
all  classification  of  pupils  according  to  their  ability  to  work  to- 
gether, with  other  schemes  equally  antiquated  have  kept  the  schools 
under  an  undesirable  tension  of  uncertainty.  This  has  shown  its  ef- 
fect in  the  average  attendance  which  for  1911  was  1,994,  for  1912  was 
1,901,  and  for  1913  was  1,630.  There  is  a  growing  feeling  among 
the  teachers  that  promotions  and  salary"  reward  no  longer  come  on 
account  of  good  work  and  efficient  service.  This  is  one  of  the  condi- 
tions most  needing  remedy  in  this  District. 

A  new  twelve  room  grammar  school  annex  to  the  Ardinore  grade 
building,  with  a  separate  heating  plant  for  the  entire  school  which 
includes  thirty-two  class  rooms,  an  auditorium  seating  800,  manual 
training  shop,  playgrounds,  etc.,  is  now  under  way.  This  will  cost 
approximately  f  112,000.  One  hundred  thousand  dollars  4£  per  cent, 
bonds  were  recently  sold  for  this  purpose. 

Dr.  Edwin  E.  Sparks,  president  of  State  College,  made  one  of  the 
sanest  commencement  addresses  ever  heard  in  this  District.  His 
address,  besides  being  inspirational  for  better  and  more  practical 
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conditions,  exactly  fitted  the  needs  of  this  School  District.  I  trust 
time  will  bring  about  a  wider  use  of  our  fine  school  buildings  for  the 
entertainment  and  enlightmeni  of  the  public  by  addresses  and  en- 
tertain men  Is. 


McKEESPORT— J.  B.  Richey. 


Medical  Inspection. 

In  June,  1911,  the  Board  of  Education  elected  thirteen  practicing 
physicians  of  this  city  as  medical  inspectors.  Each  inspector  was 
assigned  to  a  single  building  with  the  exception  of  the  Highland 
and  Fawcett  buildings  which  were  assigned  to  one  inspector.  All 
the  children  attending  the  public  schools  of  the  city  (6,789)  were 
examined  for  such  physical  defects  as  would  hinder  their  progress 
in  the  schools. 

We  have  acted  slowly  in  the  matter  because  we  were  not  quite 
sure  just  how  the  public  would  receive  medical  inspection,  but  we 
are  very  glad  to  say  that  the  great  majority  of  the  people  have  wel- 
comed the  work  which  has  been  done  and  have  assisted  us  very 
materially  in  carrying  it  out.  I  am  sure  that  the  parents  are  now 
satisfied  that  medical  inspection  will  do  a  great  deal  for  the  school 
children,  both  from  an  educational  and  a  hygienic  standpoint. 

We  found  in  many  cases  that  the  parents  were  unable  to  employ 
a  specialist  to  treat  their  children  after  their  physical  defects  had 
been  pointed  out  by  the  medical  inspectors.  This  is  certainly  a  very 
serious  problem.  It  is  not  a  wise  policy  of  school  administration 
to  spend  money  in  erecting  school  buildings,  hire  efficient  teachers, 
and  supply  the  proper  materials  for  work,  if  the  children  come  to 
school  in  a  physical  condition  that  does  not  permit  them  to  profit 
by  the  instruction  which  they  receive  from  day  to  day.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  time  has  come  in  this  country  when  it  is  a  matter 
of  good  business  management  from  the  standpoint  of  the  State  to 
furnish  sufficient  money  to  pay  for  the  free  treatment  of  indigent 
children  who  have  some  physical  ailment  which  interferes  with  their 
progress  in  the  schools. 

Many  of  the  parents  had  their  children's  defects  treated  at  once; 
many  were  indifferent;  some  were  bitterly  opposed;  while  others 
were  unable  to  pay  for  such  treatment.  I  am  sure  we  have  accom- 
plished something,  and  we  will  accomplish  more  in  a  very  short 
time. 
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We  need  one  or  two  school  nurses  to  go  into  the  homes  and  talk 
to  (teach)  the  people  the  importance  of  cleanliness  and  sanitary 
conditions  upon  the  health  of  the  children  They  should  also  teach 
the  mothers  how  to  take  care  of  children  from  the  standpoint  of  feed- 
ing, rest  and  sleep;  how  to  take  care  of  the  sick,  and  should  teach 
those  who  are  opposed  to  having  their  children  treated  for  their 
physical  defects  which  retard  their  progress  in  school,  the  necessity 
for  such  treatment.  We  have  found  many  parents  who  are  bitterly 
opposed  to  having  their  children  taken  to  the  hospital  for  treat- 
ment when  children  are  not  sick  as  the  parents  say.  It  will  be  a 
long  time  before  we  will  be  able  to  overcome  all  the  objections  of 
the  superstitious  and  ignorant. 

The  following  gives  the  results  of  the  medical  inspection  for  the 
year  just  closed: 

Total  number  examined,    6,878 

Defects. 

Vision, 1,247 

Hearing,    504 

Nasal   breathing,    338 

Tonsils,    1,225 

Lymphnodes,    318 

Lungs,    39 

Heart,    38 

Nervous    System,    58 

Orthopedic   Defects,    ' 30 

Teeth 2,696 

Nutrition,    228 

Palate,    8 

Chicken    Pox, .  ,        5 

Mumps,    \ 

Conjunctivitis,    25 

Pediculosis,    29 

6,789 

Report  to  the  Superintendent  By  Principals  Showing  the  Results  of 
Medical  Inspection. 

Number  of  pupils  examined 6,878 

Number  of  notices  sent  home,  3,527 

Number  of  notices  receiving  attention,   1,088 

Number  of  notices  not  receiving  attention,  .  .2,355 
Number  of  pupils  that  have  secured  glasses,.  107 
Number  of  pupils  that  have  been  treated  for 

tonsils,  etc.,    142 

Number  of  pupils  reporting  that  parents  can- 
not afford  to  have  defects  treated, 109 

Number  of  pupils  saying  there  was  nothing 

wrong,    \    212 

Number  giving  attention  to  teeth,   734 
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Growth  of  the  High  School. 

Since  1892  the  high  school  has  grown  from  200  to  700  pupils.  The 
increase  has  been  phenomenal.  The  splendid  high  school  building 
which  was  erected  fourteen  years  ago  is  now  crowded.  The  Board 
of  Education  has  rented  rooms  in  the  Magnet  building,  on  Walnut 
street,  for  the  business  department  of  the  school  system,  thus  giv- 
ing us  three  additional  rooms  for  school  purposes.  But  this  is 
only  temporary.  In  a  city  like  ours  we  should  have  a  complete 
course  in  cooking,  sewing,  including  scientific  millinery.  We  should 
have  a  complete  industrial  course  with  equipment  for  mechanical 
drawing  and  shops  for  wood  work,  machine  work,  pattern  making, 
foundry,  electricity,  and  laboratories  for  applied  science.  We  should 
also  have  a  swimming  pool,  shower  baths,  gymnasium  and  library. 

For  those  boys  who  expect  to  go  to  work  as  soon  as  they  leave 
school,  we  should  have  a  shop  equipment  to  give  them  three  or  four 
hours'  shop  practice  each  day  instead  of  two  or  three  hours  a  week, 
as  at  the  present  time.  A  single  shop  will  provide  accommodations 
for  about  forty  boys,  and  at  the  present  time  we  are  accommodating 
185  boys  in  one  shop. 

What  is  true  of  the  vocational  training  for  boys  is  equally  true 
for  the  vocational  training  for  girls.  So  it  is  very  evident  to  every 
citizen  who  wants  the  children  of  McKeesport  to  be  provided  with 
an  education  that  will  make  it  possible  for  our  boys  and  girls  to 
learn  a  useful  trade  while  they  are  being  educated  in  our  schools 
that  a  new  high  school  is  a  real  necessity.  Money  invested  in  edu- 
cation, after  all,  brings  greater  returns  to  the  community  than 
money  invested  in  any  other  way.  Education  increases  the  earning 
power  of  the  individual  and  makes  him  a  better  citizen. 

What  we  need  is  a  new  high  school  building,  so  that  we  can  pre- 
pare our  boys  and  girls  to  meet  the  new  social  and  economic  condi- 
tions. The  education  which  does  not  fit  for  definite  work  no  longer 
fulfills  the  i  equii  ements  of  modem  social  conditions.  Make  an 
investment  in  the  enrichment  and  efficiency  of  the  individual  and  you 
have  started  the  solution  to  many  of  the  vexed  social  problems  which 
confront  all  municipalities  at  the  present  time.  You  cannot  teach 
a  man  religion,  honesty,  sobriety,  and  virtue  when  he  is  hungry. 
As  a  rule,  he  is  a  dangerous  citizen  when  he  is  without  work,  and  he 
is  not  a  good  citizen  when  his  earning  power  does  not  provide  for 
himself  and  his  family  the  real  necessities  of  life.  So  the  best  way 
I  know  to  raise  the  standard  of  citizenship  is  to  provide  the  means 
whereby  our  boys  and  girls  going  out  from  the  schools  will  be 
equipped  to  be  more  useful  to  themselves  and  to  those  with  whom 
they  are  associated  in  the  business  and  industrial  world. 
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Manual  Training. 

Manual  training  work  during  the  past  year  has  a  general  marked 
improvement  over  the  first  year.  The  work  consisted  of  mechanical 
drawing  and  shop  practice  in  wood  work.  The  300  boys  of  the  sev- 
enth and  eighth  grades  received  one  half  day  each  week  either  in 
mechanical  drawing  or  shop  practice.  The  177  boys  of  the  high  school 
also  received  instruction  in  the  same  subjects.  The  work  was  very 
popular  with  the  boys  and  they  were  very  much  interested.  In  fact, 
the  increased  number  of  boys  in  the  grammar  school  and  high  school 
is  due  largely  to  the  fact  that  this  department  appeals  to  their  ac- 
tivities. Boys  want  to  be  doing  something  with  their  hands  and  this 
department  is  furnishing  the  opportunities  for  the  development  of 
the  motor  education.  What  we  have  started  in  the  manual  training 
department  is  only  a  means  to  an  end  and  I  hope  that  end  will  be 
a  complete  and  well  organized  system  of  vocational  education  which 
will  prepare  our  boys  to  hitch  on  in  the  right  way  at  the  right  place 
when  they  leave  the  public  schools. 


Charity. 

Our  teachers  and  principals  are  doing  a  very  worthy  and  com- 
mendable work  along  the  line  of  real  charity.  They  are  not  only 
contributing  their  hard-earned  money  helping  those  who  are  in 
need,  but  they  exercise  a  great  deal  of  energy  and  spend  a  great 
deal  of  time  in  collecting  shoes  and  clothing  for  the  children  who 
otherwise  would  have  been  kept  out  of  school  on  account  of  insuf- 
ficient clothes  and  shoes.  In  some  cases  they  have  furnished  the 
necessary  food  so  that  they  would  not  come  to  school  hungry.  Will 
the  time  ever  come  when  the  municipal  affairs  of  all  communities 
will  be  so  administered  that  the  mothers  and  children  will  not  suffer 
from  the  lack  of  clothing,  food  and  fuel? 

School  Spirit. 

During  the  past  year  we  have  had  the  finest  school  spirit  that 
has  existed  in  the  schools  of  the  city  since  I  have  been  superintend- 
ent. The  teachers,  without  exception,  are  hard-working,  enthusiastic, 
and  willing  to  co-operate  in  every  way  possible  to  make  the  schools 
fulfill  their  functions.  There  has  been  a  wonderful  change  in  the 
attitude  of  the  teachers  toward  the  children.  They  believe  that  the 
child's  love  and  esteem  is  absolutely  necessary  for  successful  teach- 
ing. They  are  appealing  to  the  best  that  is  in  the  child  and  the  re- 
sults have  been  wonderful. 
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The  excellent  condition  of  the  school  work  in  this  city  at  the 
present  time  is  the  resultant  of  all  the  educational  forces  of  the 
city.  The  Board  of  Education,  supervisors,  teachers,  principals, 
pupils,  citizens,  and  the  public  press  have  all  contributed  their  share. 
I  certainly  appreciate  very  much  the  co-operative  efforts  of  all  these 
educational  forces.  I  see  no  reason  why  the  schools  of  this  city  will 
not  continue  to  improve  year  by  year  under  such  favorable  condi- 
tions. 


McKEES  ROCKS— T.  K.  Johnston 


The  school  year  just  closed  has  been  very  successful  and  has 
brought  us  many  improvements. 

Increased  interest  on  the  part  of  the  teachers,  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  duty  by  our  Board  and  the  cordial  support  of  our 
patrons  were  some  of  the  factors  in  producing  good  school  condi- 
tions. 

The  work  in  the  primary  and  intermediate  grades  has  been  im- 
proved very  much,  and  throughout  the  schools  the  desire  of  the 
pupils  to  do  good,  honest  work  has  been  very  evident. 

The  music  and  drawing  including  industrial  work  is  the  best  we 
have  ever  had. 

Four  additional  teachers  were  needed  to  take  care  of  the  increased 

attendance. 

Our  new  high  school  has  been  very  successful  in  literary  work 
in  athletics,  and  especially  in  the  several  branches  of  study  as  shown 
by  examinations  in  the  normal  schools. 

Under  the  direction  of  the  superintendent,  the  teachers  studied 
Seeley's  New  School  Management  and  almost  every  teacher  belonged 
to  the  State  Teachers'  Association. 

Patrons'  Day  about  the  middle  of  May  was  attended  by  more 
than  500  visitors. 

During  the  term  more  than  100  neighboring  teachers  visited  and 
inspected  the  work  in  arithmetic,  mental  arithmetic,  spelling,  read- 
ing and  langugae. 

Our  enrollment  for  the  year  was  1,676:  per  cent,  of  attendance, 
95;  visits  by  patrons  and  teachers,  954;  visits  by  drawing  and 
music  supervisors,  three  times  per  week;  visits  by  writing  super- 
visor, two  times  per  month;  visits  by  superintendent  averaging  75 
per  month. 

17—7—1913. 
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MAHANOY  CITY— W.  N.  Ehrhart. 


Off.  Doc. 


Our  schools  closed  June  10th,  followed  by  the  usual  closing  exer- 
cises of  the  eighth  grade  and  high  school.  The  high  school  com- 
mencement address  was  delivered  by  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  who  brought 
his  usual  message  of  humor,  good  cheer  and  good  sense.  Sunday 
evening  prior  to  the  closing  of  the  schools,  an  eloquent  baccalaureate 
sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  O.  P.  Steckel  of  the  Calvary  Episcopal 
Church.  The  theme  was  "The  Value  of  Ideals."  The  discourse  was 
highly  appreciated  by  a  large  congregation  of  graduates,  teachers, 
and  friends  of  education. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-two  pupils  completed  the  course  pre- 
scribed for  the  grades,  and  received  certificates  of  admission  to  the 
high  school.  A  bright  class  of  thirty-three,  thirteen  boys  and  twenty 
girls,  graduated  from  the  high  school.  About  175  different  pupils 
were  enrolled  in  the  high  school,  and  2,672  different  pupils  attended 
the  grades.  The  average  daily  attendance  in  all  the  schools  was 
2,463.  The  percentage  of  attendance  was  92,  a  slight  falling  off 
compared  with  the  previous  year.  The  only  reason  I  can  assign 
for  this  is  that  the  mild  weather  of  the  latter  part  of  winter  and 
early  spring  may  have  caused  some  to  leave  school  in  order  to  go 
to  work,  while  a  few  were  doubtless  tempted  to  enjoy  the  warm 
sunshine  outside  the  schoolroom.  An  attendance  officer  was  em- 
ployed as  usual,  who  did  all  in  his  power  to  keep  the  truant  in 
school. 

The  Steadman  system  of  writing  was  adopted  by  the  Board  and 
came  into  use  last  September.  The  change  was  anticipated  the 
previous  year,  and  considerable  preparation  had  been  made  to  meet 
it.  The  teachers  in  all  the  grades  took  vigorous  hold  of  the  work, 
and  all  had  a  fair  degree  of  success.  In  some  of  the  schools  this 
was  quite  pronounced.  The  vertical  and  semi-slant  fads,  as  well 
as  the  cramped  finger  movements  which  accompanied  them,  are  now 
matters  of  memory,  and  we  are  back  to  the  style  of  writing  in  vogue 
half  a  century  ago  when  the  Scribner's  and  Spencer's  were  supreme 
in  the  field  of  penmanship  art. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  report  progress  in  the  field  of  vocal  music. 
We  are  not  so  fortunate  as  to  have  a  supervisor.  The  teachers 
under  the  direction  of  the  superintendent  have  charge  of  the  subject 
The  coming  year  the  subject  will  be  continued  in  the  high  school.  I 
personally  examined  all  the  eighth  grade  pupils,  and  found  that 
practically  all  of  them  could  read  an  ordinary  piece  of  music  at 
sight. 
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The  lack  of  sufficient  school  room  was  more  keenly  felt  than  ever 
before.    For  the  first  time  probably  in  the  history  of  the  school  dis- 
trict some  of  the  children  were  put  on  half  time.    We  ought  to  have 
had  three  additional  rooms.     It  is  cheering,  however,  to  note  that 
a  new  six-room  building  is  now  in  process  of  erection.     This  will 
give  us  sufficient  room  for  the  grades  the  coming  year. 
'  It  is  also  worthy  of  note  that  the  electors  of  this  district  last 
November,  by  a  decisive  majority,  voted  to  increase  the  indebted- 
ness to  the  extent  of  $100,000  for  the  erection  of  a  new  high  school 
building.    This  was  a  step  in  the  right  direction  as  our  high  school 
facilities  are  at  present  quite  inadequate.      Ft   is,  however,   to   be 
greatly  regretted  that,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  procuring  a  suit- 
able site  for  the  proposed  building,  nothing,  at  this  writing,  has 
been  done  in  the  way  of  its  erection.    We  are  all  never  the  less  hope- 
ful that,  by   September,   1914,  we  shall   see   completed   a  building 
which  will  meet  the  requirements  of  a  first  class  high  school. 


MAHANOY     TOWNSHIP,     SCHUYLKILL     COUNTY— Frank     J. 

Noonan. 


The  school  term  which  ended  in  June,  while  uneventful,  was,  at 
the  same  time,  quite  successful  and  satisfactory.  No  new  innova- 
tions were  introduced  into  our  schools  during  the  year,  but  good 
work  was  done  in  all  the  subjects,  especial  efforts  being  put  forth 
along  the  lines  of  spelling,  language  and  literature. 

This  office  has  been  inclined  for  some  time  to  ask  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  special  teachers  in  music,  drawing  and  penmanship,  but 
has  refrained  from  doing  so,  believing  that  the  near  future  will 
bring  a  complete  readjustment  of  educational  affairs  in  this  district. 
I  believe  that  all  interested  will  agree  that  good  work  has  been 
done  in  our  schools  for  several  years  past,  with  a  harmonious  board 
of  directors  regularly  continuing  an  intelligent  corps  of  teachers  to 
the  advantage  of  the  children  and  the  evident  satisfaction  of  the 
parents.  But  we  can  have  better  work  when  better  facilities  are 
at  hand,  and  I  believe  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  the  work 
now  being  done  in  twenty,  small,  scattered  school  buildings  will 
be  done  much  better,  and  just  as  economically,  in  six  perfectly 
equipped  buildings,  carrying  with  them  sanitary  and  hygienic  con- 
ditions and  facilities  for  work  that  are  impossible  in  the  present 
structures. 
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We  work  under  rather  strange  conditions  here.  Just  imagine  a 
township  worth  millions  upon  millions  in  its  wealth  of  mineral  de- 
posits, with  an  endless  ramification  of  mines,  yet  without  a  single 
freeholder,  and  so  poor  that  it  can  scarcely  provide  a  perfectly 
safe  and  solid  site  for  a  school  building.  Only  those  intimate'y 
acquainted  with  the  circumstances  can  imagine  the  anxiety  caused 
school  officials  at  times  by  these  conditions.  But  we  have  a  lot  of 
valuable  boys  and  girls  here  who  should  have  their  due.  And  they 
shall  have  it. 

The  graduating  class  this  year  consisted  of  twelve  girls  and  six 
boys,  all  of  whom  acquitted  themselves  in  a  very  creditable  manner 
to  the  delight  of  the  large  audience  present. 

As  ever,  my  thanks  are  due  the  Department  for  kindness  and 
courtesies  extended. 


MEADVILLE— R.  H.  Bellows. 


While  the  total  enrollment  of  the  Meadville  schools  remained 
about  the  same  as  last  year,  our  high  school  enrollment  and  our 
total  average  attendance  showed  slight  increases. 

Our  high  school  graduated  sixty-six  pupils  in  two  classes  and 
the  results  showed  a  good  improvement  over  last  year  both  in  the 
number  of  graduates  and  in  the  quality  of  work  done. 

After  an  inspection  of  our  high  school  building  by  the  acting 
•State  Architect  and  a  report  recommending  a  new  building,  our 
Board  decided  to  submit  the  proposition  of  a  new  high  school  to 
the  voters  at  the  next  regular  election.  Everything  now  points  to 
a  favorable  result. 

For  several  years  past  we  have  felt  the  need  of  a  gymnasium  and 
an  athletic  field  and  for  five  years  I  have  repeatedly  recommended 
that  proper  provision  be  made  for  the  promotion  of  health  among 
our  school  children  by  providing  these  things.  No  definite  action 
was  taken  until  this  spring,  when  our  Board  became  thoroughly  in- 
terested in  the  matter  and  began  to  look  up  available  properties 
suitable  for  athletics. 

On  the  west  edge  of  our  city  is  situated  one  of  the  finest  half-mile 
driving  parks  in  this  section  of  the  State.  The  track  has  been  used 
constantly  for  training  horses  and  is  now  in  excellent  condition.  A 
grandstand  with  plenty  of  space  on  the  first  floor  for  dressing,  bath 
and  property  rooms  adjoins  the  tracks  and  is  a  part  of  the  property. 
A  good  sized  stream  is  one  of  the  boundary  lines,  which  will  fur- 
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nish  a  fine  swimming  pool  at  slight  expense.  The  land  inside  the 
track  and  the  piece  adjoining  contain  at  least  eighteen  acres,  is 
comparatively  level  and  will  give  us  plenty  of  land  for  football,  base- 
ball, tennis,  basket  and  volley  ball. 

All  this  has  been  purchased  by  our  Board  for  $6,000.00.  As  this 
field  is  not  far  from  the  center  of  our  city  and  is  on  the  city  trolley 
line,  it  will  be  a  joy  and  a  benefit  to  the  young  people  of  Meadville 
for  generations. 


MIDDLETOWN— H.  J.  Wickey. 


Our  schools  closed  a  successful  year's  work  May  29th.  A  class 
of  twenty  young  people  received  the  diploma  of  the  school.  A  very 
impressive  baccalaureate  sermon  was  delivered  by  Dr.  T.  C.  McCar- 
rell,  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The  commencement  address 
was  made  by  Jesse  E.  B.  Cunningham,  Esq.,  Deputy  Attorney  Gen- 
eral of  Pennsylvania. 

The  total  enrollment  during  the  year  was  1,093,  an  increase  of 
65  over  last  year  and  the  largest  enrollment  for  several  years.  Al- 
though we  were  visited  by  an  epidemic  of  measles,  our  average  at- 
tendance was  847.  The  general  work  of  the  schools  was  well  done, 
a  very  small  percentage  of  the  pupils  having  failed  to  be  promoted. 

Grade  and  general  teachers'  meetings  were  held  regularly  during 
the  year.  Special  stress  was  laid  on  the  teaching  of  penmanship, 
reading,  and  language. 

Our  new  high  school  building  is  gradually  becoming  somewhat  of 
a  social  center.  It  is  the  regular  meeting  place  for  the  Choral  So- 
ciety, Citizen's  Debating  Club,  High  School  Literary  Society,  and 
the  Mothers'  Congress  Circle.  In  addition  to  these  stated  meetings, 
the  Farmers'  Institute,  Spelling  "Bees,"  and  the  James  G.  Hatz 
Oratorical  Contest  were  features  of  considerable  educational  inter- 
est. On  June  2nd,  the  reorganized  Alumni  Association  rendered  an 
excellent  literary  program  which  was  followed  by  an  elaborate  ban- 
quet. Thirty-three  of  the  thirty-four  classes  were  represented.  Al- 
together 130  former  graduates  gathered  in  the  building  for  this  de- 
lightful occasion. 

The  course  of  study  for  the  high  schoool  was  extended  to  include 
chemistry.     A  well  equipped  laboratory  was  fitted  up  at  a  cost  of 
The  course  in  chemistry  proved  to  be  one  of  the  most  interest- 
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ing  of  the  senior  year.  Ten  40-minute  periods  per  week  were  given 
to  the  subject.  Few  subjects  in  our  course  have  the  same  power  to 
stimulate  the  student  body  all  along  the  line. 

The  only  elective  work  we  have  in  our  high  school  is  Latin  and  Ger- 
man during  the  junior  and  senior  years.  We  hope  the  time  is  not 
far  distant  when  we  can  report  a  fully  equiped  commercial  course. 
Such  an  addition  would  result  in  holding  a  larger  number  of  stu- 
dents in  our  high  school. 

The  most  important  problem  confronting  us  at  the  present  time 
is  the  matter  of  reducing  our  nine  years'  course  below  the  high 
school  to  eight  years.  Although  the  average  age  of  our  graduates 
is  about  184  years,  we  find  that  the  majority  of  those  who  enter 
the  high  school  at  the  age  of  15  or  16  years  do  not  remain  to  com- 
plete the  course.  By  eliminating  non-essentials,  and  by  doing  a 
little  more  intensive  work,  it  will  be  possible  to  arrange  our  course 
so  that  our  students  will  reach  the  high  school  one  year  earlier.  We 
expect  to  be  able  to  report  later  that  such  a  step  has  been  taken. 


MILTON— W.  A.  Wilson. 


I  take  pleasure  in  reporting  a  successful  school  vear.  Our  at- 
tendance has  been  good,  nearly  95  per  cent.  Our  teachers  have 
been  earnest  and  our  pupils  happy. 

We  were  compelled  to  add  two  teachers  to  the  corps  during  the 
last  year  and  have  added  three  for  the  coming  year. 

We  have  75  pupils  from  outside  townships,  paying  over  |2,500.00 
tuition,  in  our  high  school. 

The  Board  of  Education  has  strengthened  the  commercial  course 
in  the  high  school.  This  was  done,  because  we  found  that  of  more 
than  300  high  school  pupils,  considerably  over  half  were  choosing  the 
commercial  course.  Since  this  course  is  the  only  course  in  the  Mgh 
school,  which  can  be  called  vocational  and  which  is  proving  to  be 
really  vocational,  our  Board  of  Education  desired  to  make  it  as 
strong  and  as  practical  as  possible. 

In  addition  to  the  double  lots,  adjoining  our  Pollock  building, 
which  our  Board  of  Education  purchased  last  year,  the  same  Board 
has  this  year  purchased  a  centrally  located  plot  of  ground  of  over 
three  acres  for  a  playground. 

The  Parent-Teachers'  Association  and  Civic  Club  are  interested 
and  active  in  co-operating  with  the  teachers  and  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion in  the  improvement  of  our  school  system. 
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I  am  under  obligations  to  the  Department  for  courtesies,  and 
to  the  local  Board  of  Education  for  aid  and  support  during  the 
past  year. 


MINERSVILLE— W.   M.   Yeingst. 


Our  schools  closed  a  successful  term  on  June  6th.  We  had  an 
enrollment  of  1,448  in  all  grades.  The  high  school  showed  an  at- 
tendance of  174.  Of  this  number  we  graduated  a  class  of  twenty- 
nve> — fifteen  young  men  and  ten  young  ladies.  Ten  have  made  ar- 
rangements to  attend  higher  institutions  of  learning.  The  remainder 
have  secured  positions  and  to  all  intents  and  purposes  are  wage- 
earners. 

Our  commencement  exercises  were  held  on  the  evening  of  June  6th. 
We  were  very  fortunate  to  have  with  us  on  this  occasion  our  worthy 
State  Superintendent,  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  who  gave  us  an 
address  which  will  be  long  and  favorably  remembered  by  the  large 
audience  which  completely  filled  the  Opera  House.  His  visit  did 
more  for  the  uplift  of  our  schools  than  perhaps  any  other  single 
event  of  the  year. 

But  few  changes  were  made  in  the  teaching  corps.  It  gives  me 
great  pleasure  to  say  that  practically  all  our  teachers  did  their 
utmost  to  bring  our  schools  to  a  higher  plane  of  efficiency.  While 
ideal  results  were  not  always  attained  yet  there  was  a  constant  aim 
on  their  part  to  have  better  work  than  that  of  the  preceding  year, 
which  is  gratifying  to  say  the  least.  Considering  that  almost  fif- 
teen per  cent,  of  the  children  entering  our  schools  cannot  speak  a 
word  of  English,  in  many  respects  the  work  was  remarkable  and 
the  teaching  corps  deserve  a  great  deal  of  credit. 

During  the  year  the  Second  street  building  was  equipped  with 
closets  and  sanitary  plumbing.  This  is  but  one  of  the  many  efforts 
of  our  progressive  Board  of  Education  to  keep  abreast  the  times 
and  to  make  conditions  as  pleasant  as  possible  for  the  pupil.  The 
increase  in  our  population — over  fifty  per  cent,  during  the  past  ten 
years — has  necessitated  the  erection  of  new  buildings  and  the  em- 
ployment of  more  teachers.  These  items  have  taken  considerable 
of  our  available  money  for  school  purposes.  This  would  not  be  so 
serious  if  the  valuation  would  keep  pace  with  the  necessary  ex- 
pense. Our  Board  is  to  be  congratulated  upon  the  efficient  manner 
in  which  it  has  met  all  problems  relating  to  school  work. 
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Compulsory  attendance  has  given  us  but  little  trouble  this  year. 
We  were  compelled  to  enter  suits  against  parents  who  persisted  in 
keeping  their  children  home;  but  summary  convictions  in  each  case 
had  decided  effect. 

We  have  issued  to  July  1st,  263  employment  certificates.  While  this 
means  more  work  for  school  officials,  yet  we  feel  it  is  time  well 
spent.  It  not  only  affords  an  easy  method  of  keeping  track  of  boys 
and  girls  who  leave  school,  but  keeps  many  in  school  for  several 
years  who  otherwise  would  be  roaming  the  streets.  We  make  bold 
in  advancing  the  opinion  that  if  a  provision  were  made  for  the  cer- 
tification of  boys  and  girls  between  the  ages  of  twelve  and  fourteen 
for  the  months  of  June,  July  and  August  alone,  school  attendance 
would  be  increased.  This  would  necessitate  the  issuing  of  a  special 
certificate,  under  certain  conditions;  but  we  feel  as  though  school 
men  throughout  the  State  would  not  consider  this  an  extra  burden, 
but  rather  a  step  in  advancement,  and  gladly  give  their  services. 

We  are  under  obligations  to  an  appreciative  public,  which  has 
done  much  to  help  raise  the  standard  of  our  schools.  Our  thanks 
are  also  due  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  which  at 
all  times  aided  us  with  advice  and  encouragement. 


MONESSEN— H.  E.  Gress. 


Our  schools  closed  May  29th.  On  May  28th,  a  class  of  twenty- 
one  graduated  from  our  high  school.  This  was  the  largest  class 
that  ever  graduated  from  the  Monessen  high  school.  Among  the 
twenty- one  members  of  the  class,  there  were  eleven  boys  and  ten 
girls. 

The  crowded  condition  of  our  schools  at  the  beginning  of  the  term 
in  September  was  relieved  by  the  addition  of  three  portable  build 
ings.  After  the  mid-term  promotions  and  admissions  our  rooms 
were  as  much  crowded  as  ever.  This  with  the  addition  of  McMahan 
borough  necessitates  the  erection  of  two  new  buildings  for  the  com- 
ing year.  The  Board  has  already  made  plans  for  a  new  grade  build- 
ing and  a  new  high  school  building.  Funds  for  these  two  buildings 
have  been  provided  for  by  a  bond  issue  amounting  to  $175,000.  Both 
of  these  buildings  will  be  modern  in  every  respect.  In'  the  high 
school  building  there  will  be  domestic  science  rooms,  manual  train- 
ing rooms,  physical,  chemical,  and  biological  laboratories,  and  a 
lecture  room,  a  library  room,  an  auditorium  and  a  gymnasium  with 
shower  baths  and  lockers. 
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Teachers'  meetings  and  grade  meetings  were  held  monthly  through- 
out the  year.  Seeley's  New  School  Management  was  the  basis  for 
study  and  discussion  at  the  general  teachers'  meetings. 

Again  during  this  year  Dr.  Robert  A.  Armstrong,  of  the  University 
of  West  Virginia,  gave  a  series  of  lectures  and  lessOns  on  Literature 
and  Education.  The  lectures  were  attended  by  all  the  teachers. 
Several  took  lessons  and  an  examination  for  credit  in  the  Uni- 
versity. 

During  this  year  Monessen  held  its  first  teachers'  institute.  An 
able  corps  of  instructors  and  lectures  was  secured  and  much  inter- 
est was  taken  in  the  institute,  not  only  by  the  teachers  but  also  by 
the  patrons.  I  believe  that  the  institute  has  helped  to  arouse  an 
educational  sentiment  in  the  town.  We  have  arranged  for  an  insti- 
tute again  the  coming  year. 

A  public  school  library  has  been  opened.  This  is  something  we 
felt  the  need  of  very  much  for  sometime.  Much  interest  has  been 
taken  in  the  library,  especially  by  the  school  children. 

As  here-to-fore  much  attention  has  been  given  to  reading,  spell- 
ing, writing,  arithmetic,  and  language.  The  progress  of  the  pupils 
has  been  quite  satisfactory,  although  the  attendance  in  many  cases 
was  irregular,  this  being  caused  by  an  epidemic  of  mumps  and 
measles.    This  term  our  per  cent,  of  failures  has  decreased. 

Manual  training  and  sewing  were  taught  in  the  7- A,  8-B,  and  8-A 
grades  the  same  as  the  preceding  year. 

No  system  of  schools  can  advance  beyond  the  average  efficiency 
of  its  body  of  teachers.  For  this  reason  much  credit  is  due  our 
corps  of  teachers  for  the  success  of  the  schools.  They  have  been 
interested  in  the  welfare  and  progress  of  their  pupils,  and  have 
responded  cheerfully  to  all  suggestions  given,  or  requirements  asked. 
During  last  summer  quite  a  number  of  our  teachers  attended  sum- 
mer school  at  some  university  or  college,  and  more  contemplate  do- 
ing so  this  summer. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  Board  of  Directors  for  the  interest  taken 
in  the  schools,  and  for  their  co-operation  and  good  will  in  every  de- 
partment of  the  school  work. 


MONONGAHELA  CITY— R.  G.  Dean. 


We  closed  our  term  of  nine  months  on  May  29th,  after  a  term  of 
successful  school  work.  During  the  past  year  the  work  in  our 
schools  has  been  quite  satisfactory.     The  year  has  not  been  char- 
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acterized  by  anything  eventful,  but  has,  I  believe  been  productive 
of  definite  results.  Our  city  has  been  free  from  much  contagion,  and 
as  a  result  our  attendance  has  been  regular  throughout  the  year 
We  enrolled  during  the  term  1,800  pupils,  and  had  96  per  cent,  in 
term's  attendance. 

Our  school  houses  are  all  in  good  repair.  Because  of  crowded 
conditions  in  the  First  ward,  the  Board  is  building  there  an  annex 
of  five  rooms.  This  is  being  built  of  buff  brick,  and  at  the  same 
time,  the  present  building,  which  is  frame,  is  being  veneered  with 
brick  of  the  same  sort.  When  completed  it  will  give  us  a  beautiful 
and  permanent  building  in  the  First  ward,  with  sufficient  room  to 
accommodate  all  the  pupils  of  the  ward. 

Our  high  school  has  been  the  largest  in  its  history.  At  the  be- 
ginning of  the  term  160  pupils  enrolled.  It  is  our  intention  to  open 
a  commercial  course  as  soon  as  conditions  will  permit. 

During  the  year  we  have  studied  in  our  teacher's  meetings  Mc- 
Murray's  "How  to  Study  and  Teaching  How  to  Study;"  Much  good 
has  resulted  from  this  study.  We  also  studied  during  the  year,  "The 
Teaching  of  English  in  the  Elementary  and  the  Secondary  School  " 
by  Prof.  Chubb.  We  believe  the  "Mother  Tongue"  should  be  well 
taught,  that  language  is  the  key  to  unlock  other  studies,  and  that 
stress  should  be  laid  upon  work  in  English,  story  telling,  composi- 
tion work  and  supplementary  reading. 

We  received  from  the  Carnegie  Library  at  Braddock,  about  twenty 
sets  of  literature  books,  carefully  selected,  which  were  placed  in 
rooms  in  primary  and  intermediate  grades,  and  were  circulated 
among  the  pupils  in  those  rooms.  This  gives  the  child  a  wealth  of 
literature  suitable  to  his  grade. 

A  school  savings  fund  was  established  in  our  schools  twelve  years 
ago.  Money  is  deposited  each  Monday  morning.  We  believe  this 
banking  system  a  means  of  teaching  the  pupil  habits  of  economy 
and  saving. 

We  have  conducted  class  in  sewing  in  the  fifth  and  sixth  grades 
during  the  term.  We  hope  to  soon  extend  tins  to  all  grades^above 
the  fifth,  and  also  to  establish  a  department  in  cooking  and  also  in 
manual  training  for  the  boys. 

On  March  15th  we  observed  our  Patrons'  Day.  Regular  programs 
of  work  were  carried  on.  More  than  1,100  Visitors  came  to  the 
school  rooms  on  that  day. 

We  hope  for  greater  results  in  the  future,  we  hope  to  add  to  past 
attainments,  and  to  be  able  to  better  1he  condition  of  our  schools 
each  month.  As  conditions  change  and  call  for  a  reconstruction  of 
courses  of  study,  and  new  plans  of  work,  we  hope  the  work  of  our 
schools  may  keep  abreast  of  the  times. 
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MOUNT   CARMEL—  S.   H.   Dean. 


June  3rd  closed  one  of  the  most  successful  years  in  Mt.  Carmel. 
All  miners  that  came  to  the  night  schools  were  taught  by  the  best 
teachers  on  the  day  force.  It  was  certainly  a  charming  sight  to  see 
men  and  women  learning  to  speak,  write  and  read  the  English  lan- 
guage. 

I  see  the  law  forbidding  the  children  in  towns  to  work  during 
vacation,  unless  they  are  14  years  old,  is  to  be  in  force  during  another 
two  years. 

Our  high  school  continues  to  grow  and  we  have  a  good  four  years 
course  with  six  teachers,  three  male  and  three  female,  and  all  grad- 
uates of  college. 

The  increase  in  the  cost  of  living  is  far  more  rapid  than  the  in- 
crease in  teachers'  salaries. 

The  literary  society  of  the  high  school  was  under  the  supervision 
of  the  superintendent  and  is  a  credit  to  our  public  school  system. 


NANTICOKE— Alton  P.  Diffendafer. 


The  Nanticoke  public  schools  endeavored  during  the  year  just 
closed  to  educate  all  boys  and  girls  from  six  to  eighteen  years  of 
age.  We  have  no  kindergarten  to  take  care  of  those  who  are  younger 
than  six  years. 

The  compulsory  law  holds  all  the  boys  and  girls  until  they  are 
fourteen  years  of  age  but  we  are  not  satisfied  to  allow  them  to  quit 
school  work  at  that  age.  We  have  tried  to  show  them  that  they 
will  be  abundantly  repaid  for  remaining  in  school  four  years  more. 
Some  are  appreciating  the  importance  of  getting  a  high  school  ed- 
ucation, but  many  are  compelled  to  join  the  army  of  workers  before 
their  elementary  education  has  been  completed. 

An  evening  class  was  formed  to  help  the  boys  and  men  who  are 
employed  about  the  mines.  Instruction  in  the  subject  associated 
with  their  vocation  was  given.  The  course  was  a  profitable  one  and 
much  appreciated  by  the  men.  The  results  demonstrated  the  fact 
that  industrial  courses  can  be  conducted  successfully  in  the  evening 
classes.  In  the  coming  year  more  extensive  vocational  courses  will 
be  introduced. 

No  important  changes  were  made  in  the  regular  curriculum. 
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NEW  BRIGHTON— Floyd  Atwell. 


Notwithstanding  that  ten  regular  grade  teachers,  two  substitute 
teachers,  and  two  high  school  teachers  were  new  ones  in  the  New 
Brighton  schools  last  year  and  that  four  of  these  had  had  practically 
no  experience  in  teaching,  the  usual  high  standard  of  work  was 
maintained.  During  the  first  two  months  of  the  terra  I  have  always 
much  anxiety  regarding  the  success  of  the  work  of  a  new  teacher 
and  this  is  doubly  true  if  the  teacher  has  had  little  or  no  experi- 

on  nek  *■ 


ence 


I  am  pleased  to  say  that  with  two  or  three  exceptions  our  new 
teachers  carried  on  their  work  wisely  and  successfully  from  the  first 
without  necessity  for  continued  cautioning  and  direction.  In  regard 
to  the  teachers  who  had  formerly  taught  in  the  New  Brighton  Schools 
and  continued  their  work  last  year,  I  wish  to  say  that  they  mani- 
fested during  the  year  just  closed  the  same  conscientious  effort  and 
enthusiasm  that  has  been  in  evidence  in  former  years. 

The  establishment  of  the  position  of  supervising  principal  in  the 
New  Brighton  schools  at  the  opening  of  the  school  year  of  1912-13 
marked  the  beginning  of  this  work  not  only  in  our  district  but  in 
Beaver  County.  One  of  our  most  capable  superintendents  on  hear- 
ing of  the  action  of  the  New  Brighton  board  in  this  connection  said 
that  it  was  one  of  the  best  educational  movements  that  had  been 
made  in  the  county  recently. 

After  a  year's  trial  of  the  work,  I  am  very  well  satisfied  that  it 
was  one  of  the  important  factors  operating  for  the  good  of  the  school 
Miss  McComb's  work  in  this  capacity  not  only  contributed  to  the 
success  of  the  schools  for  the  year  just  closed,  but  it  gave  our  teach- 
ers who  were  under  her  supervision  a  training  of  great  value  to 
them  personally  of  which  they  could  not  have  had  the  advantage 
under  the  conditions  of  our  former  organization.  As  the  members  of 
the  Board  are  aware,  arrangements  are  being  perfected  by  which  the 
supervising  principal  may  be  relieved  of  the  work  of  a  ward  princi- 
pal at  the  Kenwood  Building  and  thus  devote  her  entire  time  to  the 
work  of  supervision.  This  change,  doubtless,  will  be  a  step  towards 
extending  the  efficiency  of  our  schools. 

In  connection  with  our  last  high  school  commencement  exercises 
I  stated  that  in  New  Brighton  we  are  not  in  a  position  to  offer  the 
broader  courses  of  study  that  are  being  introduced  in  a  great  many 
good  schools  on  account  of  our  crowded  condition  in  the  Central 
Building.  Certainly,  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  high  school 
will  have  to  be  removed  from  this  building  and  the  rooms  of  the  entire 
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building  be  occupied  by  the  grade  pupils.  This,  of  course,  will  neces- 
sitate the  erection  of  a  new  high  school  building,  which  project,  ac- 
cording to  my  judgment,  should  receive  the  consideration  of  the 
Board  during  the  years  of  the  immediate  future.  With  a  new  high 
school  building  completed,  I  believe  that  the  schools  of  the  district 
can  be  organized  and  administered  according  to  sane,  modern  ideas 
for  many  years  to  come. 

The  special  work  for  backward  and  retarded  pupils  which  was 
introduced  at  the  beginning  of  the  school  year  of  1911-12  was  con- 
tinued this  year  with  very  satisfactory  results.  A  good  number  of 
these  pupils  were  prepared  for  promotion  who  would  have  failed 
without  the  advantages  of  this  individual  help.  Many  others  were 
given  instruction  of  special  value  to  them  that  could  not  have  been 
given  by  the  regular  teachers  with  an  enrollment  of  forty  or  more 
pupils. 

On  account  of  poor  health  our  supervisor  of  music  resigned 
during  the  year,  thus  making  it  necessary  to  fill  the  position  at  an 
inopportune  time.  However,  we  were  fortunate  in  this  selection  and 
the  term's  work  was  completed  without  the  break  and  reorganization 
usually  incident  to  such  changes.  We  are  pleased  to  report  a  success- 
ful year's  work  in  this  department. 

During  the  year  just  closed  our  supervisor  of  drawing  gave  her 
entire  time  to  the  work  of  the  New  Brighton  Schools.  In  former 
years  two  days  per  week  was  as  much  time  as  had  been  given  to  the 
supervision  of  this  work.  This  additional  time  and  attention  given 
to  our  drawing  work  has  had  its  effect  in  bringing  it  up  to  a  higher 
standard.  A  successful  year's  work  was  accomplished  and  we  are 
anticipating  still  better  results  in  the  future. 


NEW  CASTLE— T.  A.  Kimes. 


June  4th  marked  the  close  of  a  successful  school  term.  While 
quiet  and  uneventful,  yet  advancement  can  be  noticed  along  different 
lines.  A  larger  per  cent,  of  our  pupils  did  the  year's  work  successfully 
than  ever  before,  as  did  more  of  our  pupils  do  two  years'  work  in  one 
than  any  previous  year. 

The  introduction  of  sewing  and  mechanical  drawing  into  the  sixth 
grade  has  demonstrated  its  popularity  with  the  pupils.  Our  year's 
experience  would  indicate  that  it  contributed,  rather  than  other- 
wise, to  the  success  of  the  academic  work. 
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The  addition  of  three  cobbling  outfits  to  the  manual  training 
equipment  in  the  eighth  grade  building,  although  late  in  the  term, 
has  also  demonstrated  its  worth.  Not  only  did  the  boys  take  pleasure 
in  half-soling  the  shoes,  but  some  thirty  or  forty  children  were  en- 
abled to  attend  school  with  dry  feet,  who  in  all  probability  would 
have  been  compelled  to  remain  at  home,  because  of  the  shoes  not 
being  fit  to  wear,  and  the  parents  at  that  particular  time  unable  to 
have  the  necessary  repairs  made.  Judging  from  our  limited  exper- 
ience with  the  venture,  we  have  added  nothing  to  our  equipment 
that  gives  evidence  of  more  practical  value  than  these  outfits,  and 
that,  at  a  very  reasonable  expense. 

There  are  many  reasons  over  which  no  one  has  control,  that  make 
it  questionable,  because  of  weakness  in  one  or  more  subjects,  whether 
certain  pupils  could  do  the  next  year's  work  successfully.  Many  of 
these  pupils  have  lost  time  unavoidably,  and  because  of  this,  are 
placed  on  the  doubtful  list.  Believing  that  it  is  much  better  to 
give  such  pupils  an  opportunity  to  make  up  this  work  during  the 
summer  than  to  have  them  repeat  the  year's  work,  much  of  which 
they  do  not  need,  we  have,  for  the  first  time  in  our  history,  estab- 
lished a  six  weeks  vacation  school.  An  average  attendance  of  more 
than  140  pupils,  would  indicate  that  there  was  a  demand  for  such  a 
school. 

In  the  way  of  entertainment,  we  have  made  free  use  of  our 
High  School  Auditorium  by  bringing  high  class  attractions  here 
during  the  year  to  which  school  children  were  admitted  for  ten 
cents  and  adults  for  twenty-five  cents.  This  has  given  many  of  our 
children  an  opportunity  to  enjoy  entertainments  that  under  the 
usual  lecture  course  plan,  they  would  never  be  able  to  hear,  and 
older  persons  the  same  opportunity  at  a  much  reduced  price. 

For  the  success  of  these  various  movements,  the  credit  is  due  to 
an  efficient  and  hard-working  corps  of  teachers,  a  healthy  public  sen- 
timent, and  the  hearty  support  on  the  part  of  the  school  board. 


NEW  KENSINGTON— J.  E.  HERSHBERGER. 


I  take  pleasure  in  submitting  to  the  Department  my  first  report 
of  the  New  Kensington  Public  Schools.  The  year  of  1912  and  1913 
has  been  a  very  successful  one  although  we  did  not  quite  reach  the 
goal  for  which  we  were  striving.  Without  exception  we  have  had 
an  earnest,  enthusiastic  body  of  teachers  who  maintained  a  high 
standard  of  efficiency  throughout  the  year. 
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The  attendance  for  the  year  was  good,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  at  one  time,  diphtheria  became  so  prevalent  as  to  almost  be- 
come an  epidemic.  Only  the  splendid  work  of  the  Board  of  Health 
and  School  authorities  prevented  it  becoming  such.  Our  record  of 
attendance  for  the  year  reached  94  per  cent.  By  the  public  at  large 
it  is  generally  conceded  that  good  attendance  is  an  outward  mani- 
festation of  interest  in  school  work. 

During  the  year  we  have  given  the  subject  of  penmanship  more 
attention  than  heretofore  by  engaging  Prof.  Bennett  as  supervisor. 
The  work  shows  a  marked  improvement  in  this  line,  and  we  hope 
to  do  still  better  work  during  the  coming  year.  In  no  other  subject, 
however,  have  we  made  greater  stride  than  in  our  work  in  English. 
We  have  attempted  to  teach  our  pupils  that  the  language  is  the  ex- 
pression of  thought  and  not  a  compendium  of  rules  and  definitions. 
The  Story  Hour  in  the  primary  grades  and  the  Literature  Hour  in 
the  upper  grades  have  been  periods  of  work  which  were  both  enjoy- 
able and  profitable.  Much  of  the  work  for  both  oral  and  written 
composition  was  brought  out  during  these  periods.  Pupils  were 
brought  in  touch  with  that  which  is  best  in  literature  in  a  way 
that  in  the  regular  language  and  reading  lessons  they  could  not 
comprehend.  Not  only  was  the  thought  dwelt  upon  but  also  the 
forms  of  reproduction,  giving  oral  work  the  preference.  Much  of 
the  work  in  arithmetic  has  been  eliminated,  more  attention  being 
given  to  the  work  that  will  function  in  the  child's  experience. 

However,  the  crowded  conditions  of  our  schoolrooms  made  our 
work  more  difficult  than  it  should  have  been;  but  the  Board  of 
Education  rose  nobly  to  the  occasion  and  decided  to  erect  a  new 
building,  which  is  now  rapidly  pushed  to  completion.  We  expect 
to  use  the  new  building  by  Jan.  1,  1914.  The  new  building  when 
completed  will  be  one  of  the  most  complete  high  school  buildings  in 
Western  Pennsylvania.  The  building  contains  ten  classrooms,  a 
principal's  office,  bookroom,  physician's  room  and  toilets  on  the  first 
floor;  eight  classrooms,  one  assembly  room,  library,  teachers'  room 
and  toilets  on  the  second  floor;  a  large  gymnasium  and  four  rooms 
on  the  third  floor.  The  basement  comprises  eight  rooms  for  indus- 
trial work,  some  of  which  can  be  used  for  classrooms,  a  large  recrea- 
tion room,  rooms  for  the  heating,  ventilating  and  vacuum  cleaning 
apparatus  and  toilet  rooms.  The  building  will  be  lighted,  heated 
and  ventilated  in  the  most  modern  and  approved  manner. 

During  the  last  week  in  August,  1912,  New  Kensington  held  its 
first  Teachers'  Institute  and  it  was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  all 
that  it  was  a  success  and  we  are  asked  to  hold  our  own  Institute 
again.  The  following  instructors  gave  us  a  week  of  excellent  in- 
struction: Supt.  L.  E.  McGinnes,  of  Steelton,  Pa.,  Dr.  W.  G.  Cham- 
bers and  Prof.  C.  B.  Robertson  of  the  University  of  Pittsburgh, 
18 
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Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  Miss  Anna  Buckbee  of  the  California  Normal  School, 
California,  Pa.,  Prof.  M.  E.  Bennett,  of  Wilkinsburg,  Pa.  Miss 
Helen  Boethelt  not  only  conducted  the  music  in  a  most  excellent 
manner,  but  also  delighted  all  by  her  vocal  solos  as  did  Miss  Mary 
Bellman  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  Wilson. 

Our  lecture  and  entertainment  course  comprised  Dr.  Hagerman, 
Dr.  Driver  and  the  Pittsburgh  Mixed  Quartette. 

We  are  looking  forward  to  this  coming  year  with  a  great  deal 
of  interest.  During  the  year  the  Board  of  Education  decided  upon 
having  a  supervisor  in  drawing,  domestic  science  teacher,  manual 
training  teacher  and  also  a  commercial  teacher. 

Upon  entering  the  new  building  we  expect  to  have  completed  our 
organization  upon  the  basis  of  6-3-3.  This  we  had  fondly  hoped 
to  do  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  but  the  room  is  not  such  as  to 
permit  the  complete  arrangements  until  we  get  into  the  new  building. 

The  spirit  of  the  teachers  and  pupils,  splendid  co-operation  of  the 
patrons  and  the  excellent  foresight  of  our  Board  of  Education  give 
promise  for  a  most  successful  year  during  1913-1914. 


NEWPORT  TOWNSHIP   (Luzerne  county)— H.  U.  Nyhart. 


The  year's  work  closed  on  the  twentieth  day  of  June.  The  gradu- 
ating exercises  were  held  in  the  auditorium  of  the  High  School  build- 
ing on  the  evening  of  June  nineteenth.  The  class  was  composed 
of  four  young  ladies  and  two  young  gentlemen. 

We  have  no  report  of  any  great  changes  in  the  regular  school  work. 
The  teachers  worked  earnestly  to  secure  the  best  results  in  all  grades 
along  the  lines  already  established. 

Teachers'  meetings  were  held  each  month  during  the  term. 

Vocal  music  and  drawing  were  taught  in  all  our  schools. 

During  the  months  of  May  and  June,  the  fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  and 
eighth  grades  gave  evening  entertainments  in  the  high  school  audi- 
torium. One  of  the  features  of  these  programs  was  the  spelling 
contest  between  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  of  Alden,  Wanamie 
and  Glenlyon.  Teams  from  these  towns  entered  the  contest  in  oral 
and  written  spelling.  No  pupil  was  allowed  to  enter  both  contests. 
This  arrangement  increased  the  number  of  contestants.  These  con- 
tests created  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  spelling  during  the  year. 
The  people  of  the  community  showed  their  interest  by  crowding  the 
auditorium  at  each  entertainment. 
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The  annual  "Field  Day"  exercises  were  held  at  the  high  school 
grounds.    The  interest  in  these  exercises  is  increasing. 

The  lecture  course  conducted  under  the  auspices  of  the  teachers' 
local  institute  was  a  success  in  every  respect.  The  companies  were 
secured  through  the  Redpath-Brockway  Lyceum  Bureau. 

The  school  board  of  this  district,  working  in  conjunction  with 
the  Nanticoke  Mining  Institute,  conducted  evening  vocational 
schools  for  teaching  mining.  Although  this  was  an  entirely  new 
idea  in  the  public  school  work  in  this  community,  the  results  were 
very  gratifying.  Many  men  holding  responsible  positions  about  the 
coal  mines  were  given  instruction  in  mining.  We  believe  that  this 
is  only  the  beginning  of  an  important  work  among  the  men  engaged 
in  this  industry. 

The  regular  evening  schools  were  well  attended. 

We  wish  to  commend  the  members  of  the  school  board  for  the  in- 
terest which  they  manifested  in  these  evening  schools. 

We  wish  to  acknowledge  the  valuable  assistance  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Instruction  through  Prof.  Millard  B.  King,  Expert 
Assistant  in  Industrial  Education,  in  establishing  the  evening  vo- 
cational schools. 


NORRISTOWN— A.    S.   Martin. 


During  the  school  year  ending  July  1st,  1913,  3,844  pupils  were 
enrolled  in  the  Norristown  Public  Schools.  The  largest  attendance 
during  any  particular  month  was  3,545.  The  largest  attendance 
of  the  high  school  for  the  same  month  was  502. 

Five  hundred  and  eleven  (511)  beginners  were  admitted  during 
the  school  year.  Three  hundred  and  seventy-nine  were  admitted 
during  September  and  132  during  February.  There  are  now  201 
pupils  in  the  eighth  year  grade.  One  hundred  and  sixty-nine  (169) 
pupils  were  promoted  to  the  high  school.  Sixty-five  were  promoted 
in  February  and  104  were  promoted  in  June. 

The  number  of  pupils  of  the  first  year  classses  of  the  high  school 
was  179,  of  the  second  year  classes  124,  of  the  third  year  classes 
143,  and  of  the  fourth  year  classes  92.  Seven  graduated  in  the 
manual  training  course,  23  in  the  commercial  course,  31  in  the  regu- 
*ar  course,  16  in  the  classical  course.  There  were  38  males  and  39 
pemales  in  the  graduating  class. 

The  average  salary  of  the  elementary  school  teachers  including 
the  principals  was  $590.70.  The  average  salary  of  the  high  school 
18—7—1913. 
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teachers  and  principal  and  special  teachers  was  |976.08.  The  aver- 
age salary  of  all  the  teachers  and  principals  was  $684.21. 

A  night  school  with  an  average  attendance  of  ninety  pupils  was 
successfully  maintained  two  evenings  a  week  for  twenty  weeks.  The 
work  of  the  school  included  the  essentials  in  reading,  spelling,  writ- 
ing and  English.  There  was  also  a  class  in  mechanical  drawing. 
Seven  teachers  were  employed. 

Three  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty-four  (3,244)  pupils  were 
examined  by  the  medical  inspectors.    The  results  follow: 

Defective   vision,    g22 

Defective  hearing,    14g 

Defective  teeth,  2  272 

Throat  and  nasal  defects,   623 

Other  defects,    82 

The  parents  of  1,750  children  were  notified  that  their  children 
should  have  immediate  professional  attention.  One  thousand  and 
fourteen  (1,014)  parents  acknowledged  these  notices.  Eight  hundred 
and  nine  (809)  expressed  their  intention  to  comply  with  the  recom- 
mendations. 

The  common  playground  (School  athletic  field)  has  been  very 
popular  during  the  year.  It  is  7*  acres  in  area  and  contains  an 
oval  track,  a  straightway  track,  jumping  track  for  broad  jumping 
and  pole  vaulting,  foot  ball  and  base  ball  fields,  tennis  and  croquet 
courts,  quoit  boxes,  grandstand,  and  dressing  rooms  with  shower 
baths.  The  common  playground  was  purchased  and  equipped  in 
1908.  It  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  physical  director  during  the 
summer  as  well  as  during  the  spring  and  fall.  Much  interest  is 
taken  in  the  improvement  of  the  school  playgrounds.  Sand  boxes 
for  the  use  of  the  smaller  children  were  donated  by  the  Ladies'  Civic 
Club.  During  the  school  year  233  labor  certificates  were  issued. 
Since  January  1,  1910,  exclusive  of  the  certificates  then  re-issued, 
805  labor  certificates  were  issued. 

The  School  Savings  Fund  had  its  inception  in  1890.  Since  then 
the  school  children  deposited  $231,439.53.  The  amount  withdrawn 
by  the  school  children  to  date,  July  1,  1913,  was  $202,049.27.  The 
amount  remaining  on  deposit  in  favor  of  the  school  children  July  1, 
1913,  was  $29,390.26.  During  the  school  year  2,156  children  de- 
posited $12,985.44. 

There  was  a  marked  spirit  of  co-operation  manifested  among  the 
different  factors  concerned  in  the  public  schools.  Numerous  Parents- 
Teachers  Meetings,  nine  local  Teachers'  Institutes,  six  University 
Extension  Lectures,  and  numerous  other  educational  movements 
were  of  particular  interest  to  the  parents  and  teachers  of  Norris- 
town. 


No.  7.  NORRISTOWN.  275 

The  high  school  sessions  were  extended  one  hour  and  fifteen 
minutes.  The  school  opened  at  8.45  and  closed  at  3.30.  There  was 
an  intermission  of  thirty  minutes  at  12  o'clock  for  lunch.  A  lunch- 
counter  is  maintained  in  the  High  School  Building  by  the  school 
district.  Lunch  is  furnished  the  high  school  pupils  and  teachers 
at  cost. 

The  school  sessions  consist  of  six  one-hour  periods.  The  last  half 
of  each  period  is  devoted  to  recitation.  The  first  half  of  each  period 
is  devoted  to  study  under  the  direction  of  the  teacher  who  has  charge 
of  the  recitation.  During  this  portion  of  the  period,  the  teacher 
does  not  use  the  time  for  marking  papers  or  to  prepare  herself  to 
teach  the  lesson.  She  devotes  the  entire  time  to  the  quiet  super- 
vision and  direction  of  the  study  of  the  pupils.  Laboratory  work, 
typewriting,  manual  training,  and  domestic  art  occupy  the  whole 
period.  In  addition  to  the  half-hour  study  periods,  each  pupil  has 
an  hour-study  period. 

The  following  benefits  are  expected  to  be  derived  from  the  above 
plan : — 

1.  An  opportunity  to  teach  how  to  study. 

2.  The  student  is  placed  under  the  influence  of  the  teacher  for  one 

hour  instead  of  forty-five  minutes. 

3.  More  work  will  be  done  in  daytime  in  school,  less  at  home. 

4.  It  will  reduce  the  injurious  effects  of  too  much  night  study. 

5.  It  will  insure  some  preparation  by  every  pupil. 

6.  It  will  mean  greater  companionship  of  parents  and  children 

during  the  high  school  period. 

7.  The  plan  recognizes  the  value  of  a  rhythmic  life: — A  time  for 

work;  a  time  for  relaxation  and  recreation  and  a  time  for 
sleep. 

The  above  plan  was  in  operation  last  year  and  will  be  continued 
next  year. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  School  Board,  the  Superintendent 
submitted  the  following  subjects  for  consideration  by  the  School 
Board  and  the  citizens  of  Norristown : 

1.  The  improvement  of  the  teachers. 

2.  The  supply  of  an  adequate  number  of  teachers. 

3.  A  special  two  years  vocational  course  elective  to  pupils  who 

enter  the  eighth  grade  at  the  age  of  fourteen  or  more. 

4.  Classification  of  over-age  children  according  to  their  needs  in 

special  schools. 

5.  A  truant  school. 

6.  Public  kindergarten  schools. 

7.  A  school  year  of  four  terms  of  sixty  days  each.     Attendance 

during  three  terms  compulsory  and  voluntary  for  the  fourth. 

8.  Improvement  of  school  fdaygrounds. 
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The  teachers  and  directors  deserve  great  credit  for  their  contri- 
butions towards  a  successful  school  year.  They  were  faithful  and 
earnest  in  the  performance  of  their  respective  duties.  The  parents 
too  deserve  a  great  deal  of  credit  for  the  interest  which  they  mani- 
fested in  the  public  schools. 

I  gratefully  acknowledge  the  support  which  I  have  received  from 
the  School  Board,  the  teachers,  the  local  press,  and  the  Department 
of  Public  Instruction  in  the  supervision  of  the  schools. 


NORTHAMPTON— W.  D.  Landis. 


The  school  year  of  1912-1913  closed  June  20  with  an  enrollment 
of  1231  for  the  term.  There  was  no  epidemic  of  any  kind  to  inter- 
fere with  the  attendance  which  is  94.5  per  centum  for  the  year.  The 
teaching  corps  numbered  thirty-two,  two  holding  college  diplomas, 
twenty-eight  normal  diplomas  and  two  permanent  certificates. 

Music  was  introduced  in  our  schools  at  the  opening  of  the  term 
and  the  work  done  the  first  year  is  far  beyond  the  expectations  of 
every  one.  The  First  Annual  Concert  in  May  filled  our  large  audi- 
torium to  overflowing.  The  influence  of  such  a  training  is  not  only 
felt  in  the  schools  but  in  the  homes  and  the  churches  as  well. 

The  teachers  met  regularly  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  subjects 
relative  to  their  work.  There  were  two  types  of  meetings.  The 
general  meetings  took  up  problems  in  which  all  teachers  were  inter- 
ested. The  grade  meetings  took  up  questions  referring  more  par- 
ticularly to  their  own  work. 

The  high  school  faculty  conducted  very  successfully  the  following 
Lyceum  Course:  The  Anitas  and  Mrs.  Dunbar,  Hon.  E.  W.  Hoch. 
The  Dixie  Chorus,  and  Strickland  W.  Gillilan.  The  good  of  such  a 
course  in  a  community  can  hardly  be  overestimated. 

Patrons'  Day  was  again  observed  in  each  building  with  the  same 
interest  on  the  part  of  patrons  and  friends  that  manifested  itself  in 
former  years.  While  the  work  on  exhibition  was  being  inspected 
the  opportunity  was  given  the  public  to  observe  the  teacher  and 
pupils  while  at  work.  This  gives  the  parents  some  idea  of  modern 
school  work  and  methods  so  frequently  not  understood  or  misunder- 
stood by  them. 

The  graduating  exercises  were  held  on  Tuesday  evening  June  24. 
The-  class  numbered  seventeen,  three  completing  the  college  prepara- 
tory course,  eight  the  regular  course  and  six  the  commercial  course. 
This  is  the  first  class  graduating  commercial  students.     The  com- 
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menceinent  address  was  delivered  by  Deputy  State  Superintendent 
of  Public  Instruction  Eeed  B.  Teitrick.  This  was  his  second  address 
here  and  was  very  much  appreciated  by  all  who  heard  him. 


OIL  CITY— James  J.  Palmer. 


The  last  year  in  the  Oil  City  Schools  was  an  uneventful  year.  We 
mean  by  this  a  year  of  quiet  work,  which  after  all  is  the  condition 
of  the  schools  which  we  most  desire.  The  teachers  were  uniform  in 
their  remarks  that  the  school  term  passed  very  quickly,  as  well  as 
pleasantly.  Our  enrollment  keeps  growing,  reaching  the  total  of 
i!,209  pupils  last  year. 

Many  provisions  of  the  code  have  worked  out  successfully.  One 
of  the  most  noticeable  of  these  is  [he  administration  of  the  affairs  of 
the  School  Board.  Under  the  old  law  we  had  twenty  members  divided 
into  comittees  which  were  practically  independent  of  each  other  and 
each  with  a  policy  only  partly  under  the  direction  of  the  Board. 

The  lack  of  a  definite  policy  was  apparent  in  the  Board's  finances, 
for  the  deficit  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  usually  several  thousand 
dollars,  and  several  times  reached  amounts  ranging  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  thousand  dollars.  Under  the  present  policy  of  financing  the 
business  for  the  year  and  the  careful  making  of  a  budget,  the  finan- 
cial statement  at  the  close  of  this  year  showed  a  safe  balance  in  the 
bank  after  all  bills  had  been  paid. 

The  tax  rate  for  the  new  year  was  reduced  one  mill,  which  with 
the  present  management  of  the  finances  of  the  Board  will  give  a  neat 
surplus  at  the  close  of  the  year,  after  all  expenditures  have  been 
made.  All  this  has  been  accomplished  by  careful  management  rather 
than  by  retrenchment,  for  all  departments  of  the  schools  for  the  past 
j  ear  have  been  even  better  provided  for  than  in  former  years. 

Our  Institute  Sessions  are  held  at  five  different  dates  during  the 
year.  The  Institute  Instructors  for  the  current  year  and  their  sub- 
jects are  as  follows : 

Edward  H.  Griggs:  "Principles  of  Government  in  Home  and 
School";  "The  Use  of  the  Margin";  -The  Influence  of  the  Parent 
and  Teacher  in  Moral  Education." 

S.  H.  Clark :  "The  Interpretation  of  the  Printed  Page" ;  "The  Blue 
Bird"— Maeterlinck.     Dramatic  Recital:  "The  Spirit  of  Literature." 

A.  P.  Brigham:  "The  Use  of  Maps  in  Teaching  Geography"; 
"Across  the  North  American  Continent";  "The  Story  of  Wheat." 
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C.  N.  Kendall:  "Conservation  and  Waste  in  the  Work  of  the 
Schools";  "Factors  Which  Determine  School  Efficiency";  "The  Five 
Purposes  of  School  Instruction." 

Samuel  Hamilton:  "Mathematical  Skill";  "Dull  Pupils  and  Dull 
People";  "Mathematical  Power." 

The  growing  prevalence  of  cigarette  smoking  among  school  boys 
has  been  the  subject  of  concern  with  us  as  well  as  with  most  schools. 
The  School  Board  took  action  on  this  matter  during  the  year,  which 
has  helped  the  condition  in  Oil  City  very  much.  Through  the  Secre- 
tary the  Board  notified  every  tobacco  dealer  in  the  city  that  the  cigar- 
ette law  would  be  enforced,  and  then,  in  a  few  cases  brought  to  their 
attention,  followed  that  notification  by  prompt  warning  through  a 
police  officer  that  prosecution  would  follow.  This  helped  the  Super- 
intendent and  teachers  to  quietly  insist  on  much  less  use  of  tobacco 
among  the  boys  attending  the  schools;  so  that  our  schools  are  much 
improved  in  this  particular. 

School  people  sometimes  complain  that  the  community  is  not  in- 
terested enough  in  its  schools,  and  yet  there  is  no  other  enterprise  in 
the  community  that  demands  so  much  thought  and  care  from  the 
community  at  large  as  the  interests  of  the  children  in  their  school 
work.  In  many  eases  patrons  might  profitably  visit  the  school  more 
than  they  do,  but  if  by  visiting  they  measured  up  to  the  requirements 
of  the  complaints  sometimes  made  about  them,  teachers  would  be 
able  to  do  little  but  entertain.  Patrons  of  Oil  City  schools  are  very 
sympathetic  and  loyal  in  their  support  of  the  schools  in  every  way 
needful. 

In  closing  this  report  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the 
splendid  service  rendered  by  the  teachers  of  the  public  schools,  the 
spirit  of  willing  workers  manifested  by  the  pupils  in  their  work  from 
day  to  day,  the  efficient  administration  of  the  School  Board,  and 
the  helpful  interest  of  the  community  at  large,  as  well  as  the  co-opera- 
tion of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  in  making  the  school 
year  in  Oil  City  both  pleasant  and  profitable. 


OLD  FORGE— Francis  R.  Coyne. 


I  feel  pleased  to  report  that  our  board  is  continuing  to  make  an 
honest  and  conscientious  effort  to  bring  our  school  up  to  the  highest 
standard  possible.  Our  commercial  department,  now  under  the  di- 
rection of  a  special  teacher,  is  doing  good  work.  We  have  one  hun- 
dred children  taking  a  four  year  high  school  course.     We  have  but 
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four  provisional  certificates  out  of  a  total  of  fifty  teachers.  Our 
pupils  gave  a  grand  exhibition  of  drawing  and  map-making  at  our 
commencement  exercises. 

The  compulsory  law  is  rigidly  enforced. 

Two  annexes  and  one  new  building  were  completed  and  occupied, 
—eight  additional  rooms  in  all— and  these  are  filled  to  excess. 
Manual  training  and  domestic  science  will  be  taken  up  next  term. 


OLYPHANT— M.  W.  Cummings. 


The  principal  features  of  the  last  school  term  were  the  extensive 
improvements  and  alterations  made  by  the  board  in  several  of  our 
schools  during  the  summer  vacation.  Most  prominent  among  these 
improvements  was  the  installing  of  modern  sanitary  systems  in  the 
Columbus,  Washington  and  Lincoln  Buildings.  It  is  no  reflection 
upon  the  several  boards  of  directors  that  have  managed  the  district 
in  the  past,  to  state  that  the  sanitary  conditions  in  these  schools 
were  positively  bad.  When  they  were  built,  we  had  no  sewers  in  the 
district,  and  as  a  consequence  we  were  obliged  to  install  a  system  of 
dry  closets.  This  system  has  proved  unsatisfactory  for  school  pur- 
poses even  under  the  most  favorable  conditions,  and  in  the  schools 
named  had  become  a  positive  menace  to  the  health  of  the  children. 
It  is  therefore  matter  for  congratulation  that  the  unsanitary  dry 
closets  have  been  replaced  by  modern  flush  closets  in  all  three  build- 
ings. 

The  Washington  School,  originally  a  two-room  building,  had  been 
twice  enlarged,  each  addition  having  its  own  heating  plant.  This 
arrangement  proved  unsatisfactory  in  results  and  expensive  to  main- 
tain. The  removal  of  these  three  heaters  and  the  installation  of  one 
large  steam  plant  in  their  stead,  with  direct  and  indirect  radiation, 
are  in  the  interest  of  efficiency  and  economy,  and  will  insure  a  proper 
degree  of  heat  and  ventilation. 

Alterations  were  also  made  in  the  buildings  which  give  each  class 
room  a  spacious  wardrobe  well  lighted,  heated  and  ventilated.  The 
position  of  desks  was  changed  in  several  rooms  to  make  the  seating 
of  pupils  conform  to  the  requirements  of  the  School  Code,  additional 
black  board  surface  was  provided  where  necessary,  and  in  short, 
nothing  was  left  undone  that  could  add  to  the  health  and  comfort 
of  teachers  and  pupils. 
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These  various  improvements  cost  about  $25,000,  but  no  person 
familiar  with  conditions  in  these  buildings  as  they  were,  can  visit 
them  to-day  without  acknowledging  that  the  money  was  well  spent. 

The  Central  School,  erected  in  1909  at  a  cost  of  $50,000  was  be- 
lieved at  that  time  to  afford  ample  educational  facilities  for  at  least 
ten  years.  So  rapid  has  been  the  growth  of  the  central  part  of  the 
town,  however,  that  the  board  was  obliged  to  open  two  rooms  in  one 
of  the  neighboring  churches,  in  order  to  relieve  the  crowded  condition 
in  this  building.  Believing  that  this  growth  will  continue  for  sev- 
eral years,  the  board  decided  to  provide  for  it.  The  Methodist 
Church  property  adjoining  the  Central  School  was  accordingly  pur- 
chased and  the  contract  has  been  let  for  the  erection  of  an  annex 
three  stories  in  height  with  an  assembly  hall  capable  of  seating  eight 
hundred  people.  The  building  will  be  fireproof  construction  through- 
out and  will  cost  about  $100,000. 

The  total  enrollment  for  the  year  was  1,567  with  an  average  daily 
attendance  of  1,190.  For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  our  schools 
the  number  of  males  exceeded  the  number  of  females,  there  being  790 
of  the  former  to  777  of  the  latter.  Previous  to  the  enforcement  of 
the  present  compulsory  attendance  law  the  excess  of  females  was 
over  100. 

The  work  in  the  grades  during  the  year  was  quite  satisfactory, 
especially  in  the  first  or  beginners  grade.  During  the  coming  term, 
in  order  to  relieve  the  usual  congestion  in  the  lower  grades  we  are 
going  to  try  mid-term  promotions  for  the  talented  pupils  and  in- 
dividual aid  for  the  dull  ones.  The  first  class  under  the  new  three 
year  high  school  course  was  graduated  at  the  close  of  the  term. 
Nine  students,  all  girls,  completed  the  course.  The  commencement 
exercises  were  held  at  the  High  School  Auditorium  on  June  25,  and 
were  enjoyed  b}7  a  large  audience.  The  principal  address  of  the 
evening  was  delivered  by  Dr.  George  P.  Bible,  of  Philadelphia.  Many 
of  the  graduates  will  continue  their  studies  in  the  Normal  schools. 

The  teaching  of  vocal  music  which  was  dropped  from  the  curric- 
ulum ten  year  ago  upon  the  death  of  Prof.  Watkins,  was  resumed 
during  the  past  term.  The  instruction  is  under  the  supervision  of 
Miss  Molly  Wheeler,  and  the  results  so  far  obtained  have  been  en- 
tirely satisfactory. 


PHILADELPHIA— M.  G.  Brumbaugh. 


The  Public  Schools  of  Philadelphia  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1913,  have  had  an  unusually  successful  issue.  With  the  completion 
of  the  West  Philadelphia  High  School  and  the  erection  of  six  large 
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elementary  schools,  we  have  in  part  relieved  the  congestion  in  our 
school  population  and  will  be  able,  by  the  end  of  another  year,  to 
provide  suitable  accommodations  for  all  the  children  who  belong  to 
the  schools  of  the  city.  It  is  a  source  of  satisfaction  to  know  that 
these  buildings  are  large  in  size  and  more  than  comply  with  the  re- 
quirements of  the  School  Code  as  to  light,  heat  and  ventilation.  In 
fact,  I  think  it  may  safely  be  asserted  now  that  our  newer  type  of 
elementary  school,  which  is  entirely  fireproof,  is  perhaps  as  good  an 
elementary  school  building  as  one  could  find  anywhere  in  the  world. 

Within  these  buildings,  the  work  of  the  teachers  has  been  per- 
formed with  commendable  and  gratifying  results.  It  is  a  constant 
source  of  satisfaction  to  record  the  far-seeing  sacrifice  of  our  teachers 
in  their  efforts  to  do  more  than  the  legal  requirements  imposed  upon 
them.  They  steadily  vision  their  function  to  be  that  of  a  guide  to 
the  childhood  of  the  city,  and  in  every  way  that  promotes  the  social, 
the  moral,  and  the  intellectual  atmosphere  of  childhood  they  give 
themselves  without  reserve.  I  wish  to  record  with  great  gratitude 
this  attitude  of  mind  on  the  part  of  the  teaching  force  of  the  city. 
Perhaps  never  before  in  our  history  have  so  many  of  our  teachers 
devoted  themselves  to  advance  research  in  college  and  university, 
and  we  are  approximating  a  time  when  our  teaching  force  may  be 
considered  expert  throughout. 

Special  emphasis  during  the  year  has  been  laid  upon  the  social 
enterprise  of  the  school.  Buildings  have  been  opened  throughout 
the  city  for  important  meetings  of  the  citizens,  and  the  Home  and 
School  Association  has  splendidly  led  in  this  great  work. 

Moreover,  we  are  conserving  the  health  of  the  children  as  we  never 
have  before.  With  an  elaborate  system  of  medical  inspection,  with 
a  reorganized  and  effective  Bureau  of  Compulsory  Education,  to- 
gether with  the  establishment  of  clinics  for  eyes,  teeth,  and  mentally 
defective  children,  we  are,  in  a  corrective  way,  endeavoring  to  estab- 
lish strong  physical  bodies  to  carry  the  work  of  the  classroom.  The 
playgrounds  have  been  extended  in  many  cases,  a  large  amount  of 
apparatus  has  been  installed  on  the  school  yards,  and  supervisors 
have  been  placed  in  charge  of  some  of  the  yards  for  play  after  school 
hours.  All  of  these  activities  indicate  a  healthy  broadening  of  the 
spirit  of  the  school  and  a  quickening  of  the  public  mind  into  an 
understanding  of  the  function  of  the  school  as  a  training  ground  for 
complete  living  after  school. 

We  hope  to  complete  in  the  very  near  future  our  organization  of 
a  Vocational  Bureau  and  for  competent  supervision  over  all  our 
vocational  work.  We  have  shifted  the  cooking  work  from  the  6th 
to  the  7th  and  8th  grades  for  the  girls  and  have  established  for  the 
boys  vocational  shops  for  all  those  belonging  to  the  7th  and  8th 
grades. 
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These  two  important  related  movements  send  our  pupils  to  the 
high  schools  with  definite  vocational  insight  acquired  in  these  two 
years  of  elementary  education.  Moreover,  it  serves  that  unfortunate 
group,  which  leaves  school  before  it  reaches  the  high  school,  in  a  defi- 
nite and  practical  way. 

We  have  not  overlooked  the  great  importance  of  making  every 
school  a  place  where  the  child  enjoys  happy,  moral  ministrations. 
Our  attendance  is  more  regular,  the  interest  is  keener,  the  joy  of 
studying  larger,  and  the  definite  product  of  the  school  more  valuable 
than  ever  before.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  record  these  progressive  steps 
in  the  unfolding  of  a  school  system  in  a  great  city. 

There  aie  other  important  elements  of  our  schools  which  we  shall 
readjust  from  time  to  time  in  the  hope  of  making,  at  the  last,  our 
school  system  the  pride  of  our  people  and  a  positive  and  directive 
service  to  every  child  in  the  city. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  REPORT— Oliver  P.  Cornman,  Associate 

Superintendent. 

Manual  Training  Courses  are  given  in  four  of  the  high  schools, 
having  about  forty  (40)  teachers  in  the  Manual  Training  Depart- 
ment, about  4,000  pupils  in  all  taking  this  course.  In  Elementary 
schools  we  now  have  thirty  (30)  manual  training  centers  for  instruc- 
tion in  shop  work.  All  the  boys  in  the  7th  and  8th  grades  receive 
instruction  at  these  centers— a  total  of  about  10,000  pupils.  Hand 
work,  as  distinguished  from  bench  work  is  also  taught  to  boys  and 
girls  in  grades  one  to  six,  inclusive,  in  thirty  of  our  elementary 
schools. 

These  thirty  special  teachers  give  instruction  to  about  600  classes 
aggregating  about  20,000  pupils.  A  similar  explanation  obtains  in 
legaid  to  a  similar  tabulation  under  Domestic  Science. 

Agriculture. — Pupils  who  receive  instruction  in  the  school  gardens 
come  from  the  nearby  surrounding  schools.  Instruction  in  the  home 
gardens  is  given  by  visiting  teachers.  How  much  of  this  should  be 
classified  as  instruction  in  Agriculture  will  depend  upon  your  defini- 
tion of  the  term.  The  school  garden  work,  perhaps,  may  be  classified 
as  elementary  instruction  in  Agriculture.  The  home  garden  instruc- 
tion, and  that  of  the  decorative  gardens  is,  perhaps,  too  elementary 
to  be  so  classified.  They  are  recorded  on  your  blank  to  indicate  the 
range  of  activities  along  these  lines  in  the  Philadelphia  school  system. 

Under  the  heading  of  Private  Schools  and  Academies  I  have  given 
merely  what  the  school  census  reveals,— about  90  private  schools, 
with  a  total  enrollment  of  about  7,000  pupils.  I  have  not  attempted 
to  list  by  name  of  school  and  name  of  principal  the  individual 
schools.     Similarly  with  the  Kindergarten  Schools,  these  classes  are 
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a  part  of  large  school  organizations;  170  of  our  elementary  schools 
have  in  all  247  Kindergarten  classes,  with  a  total  enrollment  of  about 
8,500. 

I  think  I  should  add  in  explanation  of  the  records  under  the  head 
of  Examinations  that  all  certificates  issued  by  examination  are  called 
"trial"  certificates  which  are  made  permanent  after  a  year's  service 
if  the  service  be  approved.  Most  of  our  certificates,  however,  are 
issued,  not  by  examination,  but  as  a  result  of  graduation  from  our 
normal  training  schools —  (a)  The  School  of  Pedagogy  for  Men,  and 
(6)  The  Philadelphia  Normal  School  for  Women.  The  number  who 
are  graduated  with  trial  certificates  and  with  permanent  certificates 
from  these  institutions  aie  indicated  in  a  foot-note  in  the  report. 

Teachers  for  the  higher  schools  and  certain  special  work  in  the 
elementary  schools  are  not  given  certificates,  but  are  placed  upon 
certified  eligible  lists  as  the  result  of  examinations  held  from  time 
to  time.     The  number  so  certified  is  as  follows: — 

High  School  positions,   134 

Elementary  school  positions: 

Manual   Training,    42 

Domestic   Science,    11 

Playgrounds,    82 


PHOENIXVILLE— Isaac  Doughton. 


The  total  enrollment  for  the  year  was  1,667,  of  which  235  were  in 
the  High  School.  In  the  spring  of  the  year,  the  rooms  were  found 
to  be  so  crowded  that  it  was  necessary  to  add  two  teachers  to  the 
corps,  making  a  total  for  the  year  of  40  teachers.  In  addition,  there 
were  supervisors  in  music  and  art.  While  this  gave  considerable 
relief,  many  of  the  grades  were  still  badly  crowded.  At  the  close 
of  the  year  there  were  only  two  vacant  rooms  in  the  district,  so  that 
if  this  increase  continues,  the  district  will  have  to  face  the  problem 
of  building  again  very  soon. 

In  the  course  of  the  winter  there  were  several  interesting  features 
for  which  the  High  School  auditorium  served  an  excellent  purpose. 
A  Chautauqua  course,  consisting  of  eight  numbers,  proved  of  very 
great  benefit  and  interest.  Most  of  these  were  lectures  illustrated 
with  slides;  and  for  the  most  part,  the  men  of  the  teaching  force  did 
the  work.  This  series  was  under  the  general  management  of  Mr. 
J.  Walter  Gapp  of  the  Science  Department  of  the  High  School,  and 
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proved  a  valuable  feature.  Supplementing  the  regular  school  work, 
in  the  springtime  an  art  exhibit  was  held  and  from  the  proceeds  a 
number  of  valuable  pictures  were  purchased  for  the  school  rooms. 
The  adornment  of  school  rooms  by  good  pictures  cannot  help  but 
exert  a  good  influence  upon  the  children,  and  this,  together  with  the 
geneial  education  of  the  children  and  the  public  through  the  exhibit, 
makes  it  very  much  worth  while. 

A  report  of  the  doings  in  the  district  could  not  be  made  without 
giving  credit  to  the  Superintendent  of  the  district  for  the  last  eight 
years,  Mr.  Robert  E.  Laramy,  who  began  the  larger  responsibilities 
of  the  Superintendency  at  Easton,  began  in  Phoenixville  in  1905  at 
a  time  when  the  schools  were  in  need  of  reorganization.  Possessed 
of  an  indomitable  perseverance  and  a  great  insight,  he  very  soon 
placed  the  work  on  a  thriving  and  progressive  plan  and  with  the 
cooperation  of  the  teachers  and  often  times  in  spite  of  great  opposi- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  people,  he  has  brought  the  schools  to  a  con- 
dition that  places  the  district  well  in  the  front  of  the  Pennsylvania 
system.  Great  progress  has  been  made  in  the  eight  years  of  his 
superintendency  here,  and  credit  therefor  is  extended  to  him.  It 
is  the  wish  and  hope  of  all  who  have  been  associated  with  him  that 
his  new  field  will  give  him  oportunity  to  work  out  good  results  and 
to  prove  himself  still  further  a  valuable  asset  of  the  school  system  of 
Pennsylvania. 


PITTSBURGH— C.  H.  Garwood,  Acting  Superintendent. 


During  the  school  year  1912-1913,  educational  activities  were  di- 
rected specifically  along  the  lines  of  special  work  outlined*  in  the 
report  for  the  year  1911-1912,  during  which  year  the  school  system 
was  reorganized  by  combining  Pittsburgh  and  Allegheny  school  in- 
terests. 

The  kindergartens  were  increased  from  80  to  95,  thus  providing 
kindergarten  training  for  practically  all  of  the  children  of  the  city 
where  a  group  of  sufficient  size  made  application. 

Fifteen  complete  centers  for  industrial  work  were  installed  during 
the  year.  This  made  it  possible  to  offer  to  practically  all  the  chil- 
dren in  the  fifth  year  from  60  to  120  minutes  per  week;  in  the  sixth 
year  from  65  to  135  minutes  per  week  and  in  the  seventh  and  eighth 
years,  180  minutes  per  week.  Many  special  classes  were  formed  in 
certain  districts  to  offer  special  work  to  children  below  the  fifth 
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year,  the  manual  work  in  the  fourth  grade  having  been  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  regular  grade  teachers  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Director  of  Art,  instead  of  the  Director  of  Manual  Training. 

The  mid-year  promotions  in  February  and  the  opening  of  high 
school  accommodations  in  eleven  centers  instead  of  five  almost 
doubled  the  high  school  enrollment,  and  on  the  same  basis  and  same 
rate  of  increase,  within  three  years  the  high  school  enrollment  of  the 
city  shall  have  increased  from  a  little  over  3,000  to  almost  10,000. 
The  Cosmopolitan  high  school  plans  were  adopted  by  the  Board. 

Two  special  features  worthy  of  note  were  the  enrollment  of  over 
1,000  in  the  first  session  of  Summer  schools  held  in  the  city,  and  of 
about  12,000  in  the  evening  schools  and  social  centers. 

The  work  of  the  building  department  was  directed  very  largely  to 
remodeling  old  buildings,  erecting  fire  escapes,  changing  stairways, 
increasing  light  capacity,  re-seating  school  rooms,  and  in  many  ways 
making  better  physical  conditions  for  housing  the  children  of  the 
city  and  in  making  preliminary  preparations  for  the  erection  of  nine 
buildings,  five  grade  and  four  high,  contemplated  by  the  Board  and 
provided  for  by  a  bond  issue. 

Three  million  dollars  worth  of  bonds,  issued  for  the  erection  of 
new  schools,  were  sold  at  a  premium.  The  proceeds  were  deposited, 
amply  secured  under  the  same  conditions  as  the  Government  makes 
for  postal  savings  accounts. 

The  failure  of  a  local  bank  emphasized  the  wisdom  and  soundness 
of  the  Board's. financial  policy.  The  receiver  of  the  bank,  appointed 
by  the  Government,  turned  over  promptly  all  the  school  funds  on 
deposit  upon  the  surrender  of  the  securities.  The  Board's  deposit 
was  the  only  one  in  the  bank  so  treated. 

The  Pittsburgh  district  has  come  successfully  through  one  of  the 
most  severe  tests  that  has  ever  come  to  any  organization.  It  has 
been  tried  and  found  not  wanting.  The  task  of  making  the  Pitts- 
burgh schools  the  best  institutions  for  human  uplift  in  the  world 
is  well  on  its  way. 

The  Department  of  Supplies  was  largely  interested  in  standardiz- 
ing equipments  for  the  schools  and  ascertaining  by  experiment  the 
best  materials  purchasable  at  the  lowest  figures. 

With  the  reorganized  and  centralized  school  system;  a  Board  of 
Education  keenly  alert  to  the  educational  needs  of  a  great  city;  all 
special  subjects  under  the  direct  supervision  of  special  directors; 
the  broad  expansion  of  summer  and  evening  schools  and  social 
centre  work;  the  large  increase  in  centres  for  kindergarten  and  in- 
dustrial work;  the  broad  building  program;  a  splendidly  equipped 
and  well  directed  teachers'  training  school ;  a  corps  of  principals  and 
teachers  enthusiastic  in  their  work ;  a  department  of  vocational  guid- 
ance and  elementary  industrial  schools  well  organized;   and  with 
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schools  for  mental  defectives,  parental  schools,  etc.,  under  considera- 
tion, and  with  a  public  pride  in  her  schools,  Pittsburgh  looks  forward 
with  bright  anticipations  to  a  school  system  that  will  give  to  all  the 
children  of  all  the  people,  as  well  as  to  all  the  people  themselves,  the 
very  best  that  any  American  municipality  can  give. 


PITTSTON— Francis  McGuigan. 


The  Board  of  School  Directors  withdrew  from  the  Luzerne  County 
District  and  formed  the  School  District  of  the  City  of  Pittston,  Feb- 
ruary, 1913. 

The  most  serious  condition  confronting  our  board  was  the  over- 
crowding of  our  schools.  Two  unsuitable,  leased  annexes  were  aban- 
doned at  the  opening  of  the  term  and  the  children  were  placed  in 
our  schools.  Six  of  our  eight  buildings  are  overcrowded  and  our 
board  planned  for  partial  relief  by  contracting  for  the  erection  of 
a  six-room  addition  to  the  high  school  building  and  of  a  four-room 
addition  to  the  Jefferson  building.  To  permit  of  the  erection  of  the 
high  school  addition,  the  Washington  building,  which  was  con- 
demned, a  wooden  building,  and  the  oldest  in  the  city,  was  razed. 
The  present  high  school  and  Jefferson  buildings  shall  be  improved 
by  increased  light  area,  glazed  interior-doors,  corridor-windows  and 
repainting. 

Contracts  are  let  for  the  improvement  of  the  heating,  ventilation 
and  toilet  systems  at  the  Fort  Pittston  and  Jackson  buildings. 

Plans  are  adopted  for  the  remodelling  of  the  Cleveland  building 
and  the  addition  of  four  rooms  thereto. 

Plans  and  specifications  are  adopted  for  the  improvements  of  all 
school  grounds  by  grading,  trees,  shrubs,  grass  and  flowers.  It  is 
expected  that  the  proposed  improvements  shall  be  completed  on  or 
before  November  1,  1913. 

A  separate  high  school  is  much  needed,  and  there  is  every  reason 
to  believe  that  the  only  reason  for  not  planning  the  erection  of  a 
commodious  and  suitable  building  at  present  is  inadequate  finances. 

The  teachers  generally  have  rendered  their  most  faithful  and  effi- 
cient service  during  the  year,  and  that  they  are  imbued  with  profes- 
sional spirit  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  all  those  holding  provisional 
certificates,  seventeen  in  number,  have  taken  the  courses  offered  at 
State  College  Summer  Session  for  teachers.      In  addition  to  these 
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others  enrolled  for  courses  at  State  College,  Columbia  University, 
New  York  University,  Emerson  College,  Boston,  Grove  City  College 
and  Wyoming  Seminary. 

The  work  of  the  attendance  officer  in  the  enforcement  of  the  com- 
pulsory education  law  was  constant  and  effective.  Report  of  the 
enrollment  and  attendance  follows: 


Total   enrollment   in    grades,     

Average  monthly   attendance 

Per  cent,  of  attendance 

Total  high  school  enrollment,    

Average   monthly   attendance,    

Per  cent,  of  attendance 

Pupils    suspended 

Suits   brought   against   parents,    

Children   committed  in  juvenile  court, 


Males. 


1.277 

1.138 

91 

48 

41 

94 

3 

6 

2 


Females.. 


1,242 

1,059 

90 

121 

106 

93 

5 


2,519 

2,197 

91 

169 

147 
94 


At  the  opening  of  the  term  our  board  adopted  the  "Course  of  Study 
for  the  Elementary  Schools  of  Pennsylvania,"  with  readjustment  and 
adaptation  where  our  conditions  demand  or  render  advisable.  With 
this  guide  the  work  of  our  grade  schools  this  year  promises  excellent 
results,  even  better  than  those  very  commendable  results  obtained 
by  its  use  during  the  past  term. 

Changes  in  the  texts  of  arithmetic,  reading,  geography,  spelling, 
history,  physiology,  writing,  drawing,  rhetoric,  history  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, American  literature  and  English  literature  were  adopted  ac- 
cording to  law  for  use  during  the  coming  term. 

The  eighth  grade  was  transferred  from  the  Jefferson  and  Roose- 
velt buildings  to  the  high  school  building  and  the  work  organized 
under  the  departmental  plan.  The  results  of  the  past  year  are  most 
encouraging  for  teachers  and  for  pupils,  and  I  anticipate  most  ex- 
cellent reports  of  the  department  next  term  and  trust  that  arrange- 
ments may  render  possible  the  similar  plan  for  the  seventh  grade 
at  an  early  date. 

The  commercial  department  was  moved  from  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  build- 
ing to  the  high  school  building  and  the  course  changed  from  a  two- 
year  course  to  a  four-year  course.  Our  high  school  now  offers  four 
courses  of  four  years  each,  viz :  commercial,  normal,  college  prepara- 
tory and  general.  The  first  two  years'  work  is  taken  in  common  by 
all  students  of  the  freshman  and  sophomore  classes.  The  junior  and 
senior  years  allow  of  specializing  in  the  four  courses. 

In  compliance  with  a  rule  adopted  by  our  Board,  'plain  talks'  were 
given  to  the  girls  of  the  high  school  and  the  eighth  grade  by  the 
female  teachers,  and  to  the  boys  by  the  superintendent.  The  need 
of  more  frequent  talks  to  boys  and  girls  from  the  age  of  adolescence 
to  the  high  school  is  plainly  manifest,  and  it  is  earnestly  hoped  that 
arrangements  may  be  made  to  give  a  more  extensive  and  beneficial 
19 
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series  of  talks  during  the  coming  term.  The  moral  tone  of  our  school 
children  is  generally  excellent.  Perversion  of  morals  at  the  adoles- 
cent period  was  shown  in  few  instances,  but  corrective  measures  have 
proved  effective. 

To  encourage  the  development  of  taste  for  good  reading,  school- 
room decoration,  art  and  libiaries,  our  teachers  formed  regularly  or- 
ganized literary  societies,  adopting  therefor  the  names  of  authors 
whose  works  are  most  suitable  and  interesting  to  the  grade  adopting 
the  name.  The  funds  raised  are  appropriated  to  the  purchase  of  ap- 
propriate pictures,  statuary  and  books.  Much  benefit  derives  from 
the  lively  interest  the  children  take  in  the  selected  authors,  and,  as 
this  work  is  supplementary  reading,  the  doing  of  it  is  a  pleasure 
prompted  by  the  child's  self-interest  and  greatly  influences  other 
class  work  for  good. 

Much  interest  was  manifested  by  the  grades  and  high  school  in 
athletics.  A  grammar  school  basket  ball  league  and  baseball  league 
were  formed  under  the  direction  of  the  physical  director  of  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  Basket  ball,  baseball  and  hockey  outfits  were  provided 
for  the  students  of  the  high  school  and  basket  ball  equipments  were 
placed  on  the  several  play  grounds. 

In  conclusion  permit  me  to  commend  the  most  efficient  work  of 
our  present  board  of  school  directors  executed  through  their  capable 
officers.  I  doubt  whether  a  more  zealous,  unselfish,  or  more  business- 
like body  of  men  exist  to-day  in  charge  of  school  affairs  in  our  State 
or  elsewhere  than  the  Board  of  School  Directors  of  the  City  of  Pitts- 
ton.  Permit  me  also  to  express  my  gratefulness  to  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Instruction  for  the  kind,  patient  and  considerate 
treatment  extended  to  me  and  to  our  district  during  the  past  jea.r. 


POTTSTOWN— W.  W.  Rupert. 


Last  year  a  commercial  department  was  organized  in  our  high 
school.     The  course,  covering  four  years,  is  given  below. 

First  Year. 

Hours 
Subject.  per 

Week. 

English  Grammar  and  Composition,    5 

Algebra,    5 

History  of  United  States,  half  year, 

Etymology,  half  year,   5 

German   or   French,    5 

Freehand  Drawing,    2 
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Second  Year. 

English  Literature,  Rhetoric,  and  Composition, 5 

Zoology,  half  year,    

Botany,  half  year,    5 

German  or  French,    ° 

Commercial    Geography,    3 

Bookkeeping,    2 

Penmanship,    ° 

Spelling,    2 

(German  or  French  may  be  substituted  for  Zoology  and  Botany). 

Third  Year. 

English  Literature,  Rhetoric,  and  Composition,   5 

Stenography,    5 

Bookkeeping,    5 

Typewriting,    5 

Physics  or  German,   5 

Fourth  Year. 

English  Literature,    5 

History  of  the  United  States  and  Civics, 5 

Commercial  Arithmetic,   4 

Economics,  Banking,  Finance,   2 

Commercial  Law,  Office  Practice,   2 

Stenography,    4 

Typewriting,    ^ 

Bookkeeping,    

The  commercial  course  is  full  of  serious  work;  it  does  not  offer 
a  quick  and  easy  road  through  the  high  school.  The  differences  be- 
tween the  college  preparatory  course  and  the  commercial  course  lie 
not  in  the  amount  but  in  the  character  of  the  work.  Next  year  fifty- 
seven  per  cent,  of  the  pupils  in  the  three  upper  classes  will  take  the 
commercial  work. 

In  May  an  art  exhibition  lasting  five  days  was  held  in  the  high 
school.  Two  hundred  direct  reproductions  of  the  masterpieces  of 
architecture,  sculpture,  and  painting  were  on  exhibition.  Over  three 
thousand  persons  passed  through  the  rooms  and  enjoyed  the  pictures 
which  were  furnished  by  the  Elson  Art  Publishing  Company  of  Bos- 
ton. The  receipts  will  enable  us  to  make  some  valuable  and  attrac- 
tive additions  to  the  pictures  now  on  the  walls  of  our  schoolroms. 


19—7—1913. 
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POTTSVILLE— E.  E.  Barclay. 


The  school  term  of  ten  months  which  closed  May  27  saw  many 
changes  in  our  system.  Shortly  before  the  opening  of  schools,  Super- 
intendent J.  R.  Tallinan,  apparently  a  very  healthy  and  vigorous 
man,  died  of  typhoid  fever,  after  a  few  weeks  sickness.  This  was 
a  great  shock  to  his  host  of  friends  and  those  interested  in  school 
work.  Superintendent  Tallman  was  a  comparatively  young  man  in 
years  and  experience  but  the  work  done  by  him  during  the  few 
months  of  his  official  career  showed  him  to  be  efficient,  capable,  and 
a  man  to  be  greatly  loved  and  admired. 

Soon  after  the  opening  of  school,  Sarah  S.  Rehr,  one  of  our  best 
grade  teachers  died,  after  having  spent  thirty  years  in  the  schools 
of  this  borough.  Death  also  removed  from  us  another  whose  in- 
fluence and  character  will  live  in  the  minds  of  her  pupils  long  after 
the  school-books  are  forgotten.  Miss  Elena  Roads,  for  twenty  years 
a  teacher  in  the  Pottsville  high  school,  and  a  woman  of  brilliant  at- 
tainments, died  early  in  January  after  a  lingering  illness. 

During  the  year  we  had  four  resignations  from  teachers,  two  on 
account  of  sickness,  one  to  accept  a  more  remunerative  position,  and 
one  to  wed. 

These  changes  in  the  teaching  corps  were  the  first  problems  which 
confronted  the  new  superintendent  when  he  took  charge  early  in 
November.  Since  then,  many  others  have  come  up  for  solution,  chief 
among  them  being  the  installation  of  a  supervisor  of  drawing,  and  a 
system  of  public  school  records  for  pupils  and  supplies.  Medical  in- 
spection of  all  school  children ;  correlating  and  articulating  the  work 
of  the  schools  with  that  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  which  is  sup- 
ported by  school  funds ;  the  forming  of  two  special  grammar  schools 
to  reduce  the  percentage  of  failures  in  the  grammar  grades;  the 
equipment  of  the  physical  and  chemical  laboratories  with  sufficient 
apparatus  to  enable  pupils  to  do  individual  experiments;  Patron's 
Day  exercises  and  an  exhibition  of  school  work;  the  combining  of  the 
commercial  school  with  that  of  the  high  school  and  a  reorganization 
of  grade  work,  together  with  teachers'  meetings,  enforcement  of  the 
compulsory  attendance  law  and  the  issuing  of  working  certificates, 
constitute  my  chief  accomplishments  of  the  first  year. 

Some  pressing  problems  awaiting  solution  are,  how  to  reduce  our 
high  percentage  of  retardation,  better  and  more  equitable  salaries, 
more  playgrounds,  better  use  of  school  buildings,  better  teaching, 
more  professional  study  and  spirit,  and  last  but  not  least,  how  to 
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keep  the  pupils  of  foreign. birth  or  extraction  in  school  until  they  are 
sufficiently  educated  to  become  citizens. 

The  total  school  enrollment  of  the  year  was  3,248,  a  gain  of  198 
over  last  year.  The  percentage  of  attendance  was  93.  At  the  com- 
mencement exercises  held  June  27,  10  boys  and  20  girls  were  given 
high  school  diplomas.  126  were  promoted  from  the  eighth  grade  to 
the  high  school. 

I  close  this  report  for  the  year  with  a  deep  sense  of  appreciation 
for  the  helpfulness  of  the  principals,  teachers,  librarian  and  secre- 
tary, who  have  so  ably  aided  in  making  the  work  successful.  The 
board  of  directors  has  been  generous  in  supplying  our  wants  and 
has  loyally  supported  our  recommendations. 


PUNXSUTAWNEY— F.   S.  Jackson. 


The  school  year  of  1912-13  was  not  greatly  unlike  those  recently 
preceding  it.  Such  changes  as  were  made  in  the  work  were  by  way 
of  completing  some  of  the  plans  of  former  years  or  inaugurating  new 
movements  which  promise  further  progress  in  the  future. 

During  the  year  the  names  of  one  thousand  eight  hundred  seventy- 
six  (1,876)  pupils  appeared  on  the  roll,  of  whom  two  hundred  twelve 
were  registered  in  the  high  school.  An  attendance  of  ninety-six 
(96%)  per  cent,  for  the  year  and  an  average  daily  attendance  of 
fifteen  hundred  four  pupils,  in  spite  of  an  epidemic  of  measles,  is  a 
fair  index  of  the  interest  manifested  by  parents  and  pupils.  The 
high  school  was  larger  than  in  any  preceding  year. 

The  institution  of  a  commercial  course  iu  the  high  school  was  per- 
haps the  most  significant  event  of  the  school  year.  It  marked  the 
first  effort  on  the  part  of  the  local  schools  to  give  direct  training  for 
the  express  purpose  of  gaining  a  livelihood.  The  results  have  shown 
the  good  judgment  of  the  Board  in  providing  this  course  for  the 
young  people  who  do  not  desire  preparation  for  college  and  are  not 
interested  in  the  work  of  the  longer  established  high  school  courses. 
Early  and  late  the  pupils  of  the  commercial  department  were  at  their 
tasks  and  surely  no  other  evidence  of  their  interest  and  appreciation 
is  needed  than  their  cheerful  faithfulness  to  their  work.  It  is  con- 
tended that  such  work  is  not  truly  cultural,  but,  if  "Art  is  not  a 
thing  to  be  done,  but  the  best  way  of  doing  whatever  needs  to  be 
done,"  culture  must  spring  from  thorough,  painstaking  work  of  what- 
ever kind. 

In  the  grades  the  work  in  language  and  grammar  was  brought 
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more  thoroughly  in  touch  with  modern  ideas  and  methods.  This 
change  has  been  in  process  for  several  years  in  the  lower  grades  and 
has  now  been  completed  in  all.  Only  so  much  of  the  old  work  in 
formal  grammar  has  been  retained  as  is  absolutely  necessary  to  a 
general  understanding  of  the  principles  of  the  English  language  and 
most  of  this  formal  work  is  confined  to  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades. 
In  all  the  grades  the  attention  is  mainly  given  to  work  in  construc- 
tive English.  Letter-writing,  writing  anecdotes,  Avriting  conversa- 
tions about  interesting  subjects,  oral  reproduction,  writing  advertise- 
ments, applying  for  positions,  reporting  events  to  newspapers,  writ- 
ing telegrams,  writing  an  order  for  express,  ordering  a  bill  of  goods 
from  a  city  merchant;  in  these  and  many  other  ways  a  consistent 
effort  is  made  to  give  the  pupil  the  necessary  instruction  in  his 
mother-tongue. 

During  the  year  arrangements  have  been  made  whereby  scholar- 
ships are  now  open  to  graduates  of  the  Punxsutawney  High  School 
in  the  following  institutions,  viz :  Harvard  University,  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  University  of  Pittsburg,  Grove  City  College,  Otterbein 
University.  Scholarship  advantages  had  previously  been  given  in 
Pennsylvania  State  College  and  Allegheny  College.  These  scholar- 
ships are  proving  a  great  incentive  to  our  undergraduate  pupils; 
many  of  whom  are  looking  toward  a  college  course.  At  a  meeting 
in  the  auditorium  near  the  close  of  the  year,  fifty-seven  of  the  high 
school  pupils  present  signified  their  intention  of  taking  a  collegiate 
course.  A  proportion  of  the  present  graduating  class  relatively 
larger  than  this  expect  to  enter  college  or  other  higher  institutions 
of  learning  next  year. 

Ninety  pupils  completed  the  course  of  study  for  the  grades  and 
were  given  certificates  admitting  them  to  the  high  school.  Prac- 
tically all  these  pupils  will  go  into  high  school.  At  present  every- 
thing points  to  an  enrollment  of  at  least  two  hundred  twenty-five  in 
the  high  school  next  year. 

During  the  past  year  a  constant  effort  was  made  to  give  systematic 
work  in  physical  training  throughout  the  g?*ades.  In  this  work  the 
teachers  were  greatly  helped  by  Physical  Director  Colegrove  of  the 
Central  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  who  went  to  all  of  the 
rooms  for  the  purpose  of  giving  model  lessons  and  outlined  a  series 
of  exercises  for  the  use  of  the  teachers.  This  work  has  added  to  the 
efficiency  of  the  schools  and  it  is  sincerely  to  be  hoped  that  the  pres- 
ent movement  on  foot  to  provide  proper  surfacing  for  play-grounds 
at  the  primary  buildings  may  be  successfully  carried  to  completion. 
The  use  of  these  play-grounds  in  all  kinds  of  weather  would  greatly 
facilitate  the  work  in  physical  training. 

The  usual  good  work  in  writing  was  done  and  much  progress  made 
in  drawing;  both  under  the  general  direction  of  Prof.  M.  E.  Bennett 
of  Wilkinsburg.     Most  of  the  pupils  enjoy  the  work  in  drawing  be- 
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cause  it  offers  a  change- from  the  ordinary  routine  of  school  work. 
In  our  third  grades,  now  composed  of  pupils  who  have  been  working 
under  the  Bennett  system  since  entering  school,  the  work  in  writing 
was  especially  good. 

The  Third  Annual  Teachers'  Institute  was  very  successful.  The 
instructors  were  of  high  class  and  their  work  both  pleasing  and  in- 
structive. While  the  attendance  by  the  patrons  and  friends  of  the 
schools  was  not  all  that  could  be  desired  yet  it  showed  a  marked 
improvement  over  that  of  the  preceding  year.  It  is  hoped  the  people 
of  the  community  will  soon  come  to  a  realization  of  the  splendid 
talent  which  these  yearly  institutes  bring  and,  together  with  the 
teachers,  give  our  institute  instructors  a  hearty  welcome. 

A  large  number  of  parents  and  friends  visited  the  schools  on  Pat- 
rons' Day  and  meetings  of  parents  and  teachers  were  held  in  each 
building  at  the  close  of  the  day.  At  the  East  End  building  these 
meetings  have  been  continued  from  time  to  time  and  definite  steps 
have  been  taken  to  form  a  Parent-Teachers'  Association  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  schools  in  the  fall.  It  is  hoped  that  such  circles  may  be 
formed  at  each  building  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  teachers  and 
parents  into  heartier  co-operation. 

The  superintendent  desires  to  express  his  thanks  to  the  principals 
and  teachers  who  have  been  faithful  and  energetic  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duties.  He  also  desires  to  express  his  appreciation  of  the 
fidelity  and  single  mindedness  with  which  the  members  of  the  Board 
of  Education  administer  the  duties  of  their  office  for  the  good  of 
the  children  under  their  care.  The  State  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction and  the  State  Board  of  Education  have  rendered  kindly 
and  acceptable  assistance  for  which  those  in  charge  of  the  work  are 
very  grateful. 


RADNOR  TOWNSHIP  (Delaware  County) — George  H.  Wilson. 


The  school  enrollment  has  shown  a  steady  increase  during  the  past 
few  years  until  we  are  again  facing  the  problem  of  increased  accom- 
modations. The  new  high  school  building,  built  in  1909,  was  felt  to 
be  adequate  for  our  needs  for  many  years,  but  the  rapid  increase  in 
popularity  of  the  courses  in  manual  training,  domestic  science  and 
domestic  art  have  made  demands  which  have  been  difficult  to  meet. 
The  plan  at  present  proposed  is  to  erect  a  building  for  the  grammar 
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grades  and  use  the  old  high  school  for  all  work  in  manual  training 
and  domestic  arts  and  sciences,  a  purpose  for  which  it  is  admirably 
adapted. 

During  the  year  manual  training  has  been  extended  to  all  the 
grades  and  dress-making  has  been  introduced  into  the  high  school. 
The  establishment  of  a  school  luncheon  at  the  Wayne  schools  has 
been  an  innovation  that  has  merited  and  received  the  commendation 
of  patrons  without  exception.  The  lunch  room  was  placed  in  the 
basement  of  the  high  school  building,  and  was  equipped  by  the  Board 
of  Education  at  an  expense  of  about  two  hundred  dollars.  The  ser- 
vices of  a  good  cook  were  secured  and  the  serving  was  done  by  girls 
from  the  school  who  were  given  their  luncheon  for  their  services. 

Prom  one  hundred  fifty  to  two  hundred  pupils  were  served  daily 
with  well-cooked  food  furnished  practically  at  cost,  no  attempt  being 
made  to  any  more  than  cover  expenses  for  the  raw  material.  As 
far  as  possible  the  products  of  the  various  cooking  classes  have  been 
-  used  so  that  the  actual  expense  of  the  domestic  science  courses  has 
been  minimized.  As  a  result  of  this  plan  the  pupils  have  been  in 
much  better  condition  for  work  and  the  results  have  shown  that  the 
post-luncheon  classes  have  done  better  work  than  ever  before. 

Another  equally  important,  though  wholly  different,  innovation 
has  been  the  abolition  of  final  examinations  throughout  the  school 
system.  At  the  beginning  of  the  school  year,  the  high  school  pupils 
were  notified  that  there  would  be  no  mid-year  or  final  examinations, 
but  that  all  advances  would  be  determined  by  the  results  of  daily 
work  throughout  the  year.  The  results  have  surpassed  the  most 
hopeful  expectations ;  not  only  have  there  been  fewer  failures  by  far 
than  ever  before,  but  at  least  two  weeks  of  idleness  for  those  hereto- 
fore exempt  have  been  saved  to  actual  school  work.  Besides,  teachers 
have  been  saved  the  drudgery  of  correcting  papers  and  pupils  the 
strain  of  the  examination. 

The  most  valuable  lesson  lias  been  the  inculcation  in  the  minds  of 
pupils  that  steady  average  work  and  study  through  the  year  pro- 
duces, in  a  majority  of  cases,  better  results  than  intermittent  effort, 
however  earnest  or  strenuous  the  latter  may  have  been.  The  plan 
lias  now  been  extended  to  all  the  schools  in  the  system. 


BEADING— Charles  S.  Foos. 


The  annual  report  of  the  school  year  1912-1913  presents  a  more 
progressive  phase  than  any  former  one,  in  that  it  shows  the  develop- 
ment, not  alone  of  new  legislation,  but  the  completion  of  plans  which 
had  been  anticipated  for  a  time. 
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The  plan  for  a  teachers'  retirement  fund  was  adopted  May  27,  1913. 
The  salient  features  are:  that  it  will  be  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
a  Ketirement  Board,  consisting  of  seven  persons — the  president  of 
the  Board  of  School  Directors;  two  members  appointed  by  the  presi- 
dent ;  the  district  superintendent,  and  three  teachers.  Teachers  who 
have  taught  ten  years  or  less  in  the  public  day  schools  of  Beading 
shall  contribute  §9  per  year,  and  teacbers  who  have  taught  more  than 
ten  years.  sl5  per  year.  The  Board  of  School  Directors  will  appro- 
priate anually  an  amount  equal  to  that  contributed  by  the  teachers. 
All  contributions  shall  be  deducted  from  the  annual  salary  of  each 
teacher.  No  teacher  shall  be  required  to  make  more  than  thirty 
annual  contributions.  Surplus  funds  shall  be  invested  in  U.  S,, 
state,  municipal,  or  school  bonds.  Full  annuities  shall  be  at  the  rate 
of  -S300  per  year,  payable  in  ten  monthly  payments  after  thirty  years 
of  service,  twenty  of  which  shall  have  been  in  the  public  day  schools 
of  Beading ;  partial  annuities,  for  more  than  ten  years  and  less  than 
thirty  years  of  service  in  the  public  day  schools  of  Beading,  shall  be 
at  the  rate  of  as  many  thirtieths  of  a  full  annuity  as  the  teacher  has 
served  years  in  the  public  day  schools  of  Beading. 

Next  in  importance  to' the  retirement  fund  plan  was  the  revision 
of  the  salaries  of  grade  teachers,  whereby  teachers  of  longer  service 
will  receive  more  than  under  the  old  schedule.  No  additional  sum 
will  be  paid  teachers  of  male  or  mixed  schools,  and  the  board  may 
mix  schools  at  its  discretion.  No  salaries  under  the  old  schedule 
shall  be  reduced  by  the  adoption  of  the  new  schedule. 

The  extensive  new  building  containing  twenty-five  rooms,  is  ex- 
pected to  be  ready  for  occupancy  in  the  fall.  Among  special  features 
are,  a  gymnasium  with  shower-baths  and  locker-room,  a  playroom  for 
girls,  and  auditorium  seating  six  hundred,  which  is  to  be  used  for 
educational  purposes,  a  principal's  room,  a  faculty  room,  and  a  teach- 
ers' closet;  also  a  fully  equipped  manual  training  shop  and  domestic 
science  department. 

The  department  of  medical  inspection  has  been  greatly  enlarged 
and  the  work  extended.  Four  doctors  and  four  nurses  have  been 
appointed  in  place  of  one  doctor  and  one  nurse.  Each  child  attend- 
ing the  Beading  schools  was  examined  once,  and  where  defects  were 
found  a  nurse  called  on  the  parents  one  or  more  times,  following  up 
each  case  systematically.  Pupils  of  indigent  parents  were  vaccinated 
at  the  free  dispensary,  conducted  by  the  Board  of  School  Directors, 
and  pediculosis,  running  ears,  and  sore  eyes  treated,  and  glasses 
fitted  where  necessary.  Individual  drinking  cups  were  introduced 
in  the  schools  and  rooms  where  contagious  diseases  developed  among 
pupils  were  closed  and  fumigated  with  formaldehyde. 

For  the  first  time,  a  social  centre  was  conducted  in  one  of  the 
school  buildings,  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Woman's  Club.     The 
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centre  was  equipped  by  the  board  and  the  Civic  Division  of  the 
Woman's  Club  jointly.  Four  rooms  Mere  occupied,  one  for  basket- 
ball, one  for  athletic  games,  and  sewing,  on  alternate  nights,  one  as 
a  music  and  assembly  room,  and  the  fourth  as  a  library,  reading  and 
quiet  game  room.  Two  nights  a  week  were  devoted  to  boys  panging 
in  age  from  fourteen  to  twenty-five  years.  The  hours  from  T.:50  to 
9.30  were  devoted  to  playing  basket-ball,  reading,  singing,  quiet 
games  and  story  telling.  The  other  two  nights  of  the  week  were 
devoted  to  girls  between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and  twenty-four  and 
light  gymnastics,   sewing,  basketry,   and  folk-dancing  were  taught. 

The  manual  training  department  received  an  important  impetus 
during  the  past  year.  The  work  was  greatly  extended,  and  for  the 
technical  course  in  the  High  School  for  Boys,  a  machine  shop  was 
equipped  at  the  Poplar  street  building,  and  two  rooms  for  free-hand 
and  mechanical  drawing,  respectively,  furnished. 

It  is  in  the  fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  and  eighth  grades  that  the  boys 
reach  the  age  where  many  leave  school  to  seek  employment,  but  I  am 
of  the  impression  that  the  majority  of  these  pupils  are  not  forced  to 
give  up  their  education  on  account  of  financial  pressure,  but  because 
the  public  schools  are  not  fitting  them  for  the  industrial  life  that  they 
expect  to  lead,  and,  again,  because  these  energetic,  restless  boys  are 
tired  of  school.  Too  large  a  share  of  academic  work  is  required. 
The  curriculum  must  be  more  elastic  and  more  inducements  offered 
along  the  line  of  industrial  training.  With  this  idea  in  view,  we 
have  begun  a  gradual  upbuilding  of  our  shop  courses.  This  year 
we  doubled  the  time  in  the  sixth  and  seventh  grades  to  forty-five 
minutes  per  lesson  and  more  than  doubled  it  in  the  high  school. 

For  several  years  considerable  energy  has  been  exerted  in  develop 
ing  a  museum  in  connection  with  the  school  system  of  Reading,  and 
recently  the  board,  at  the  instance  of  the  director  in  charge,  Dr.  Levi 
W.  Mengel,  decided  to  open  an  art  gallery  in  connection  therewith, 
and  already  a  number  of  valuable  paintings  have  been  received. 


ROCHESTER— Wm.  S.  Taft. 


The  school  year  that  has  just  closed  has  been  the  most  successful 
that  the  Rochester  District  has  ever  had.  The  teaching  force  has  had 
fewer  weak  spots;  the  organized  control  of  the  system  and  uniform 
response  from  the  pupils  have  been  excellent.  Diversity  of  activity 
has  given  increased  interest  in  each  particular  activity  of  the  school 
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life.  There  has  been  greater  effort  on  the  part  of  the  pupils  in  both 
the  high  school  and  the  grades,  and  as  a  result,  fewer  failures  were 
experienced. 

The  public  interest  in  the  schools  was  caught  and  maintained  by 
rhetoricals,  school  concerts,  contests,  and  an  excellent  lecture  course. 

Drawing  was  introduced  throughout  the  grades  and  high  school, 
and  supervised  by  a  very  experienced  teacher.  Excellent  progress 
was  made.  A  business  course  was  added  to  the  high  school.  It  met 
with  immediate  approval  by  the  public  and  the  student  body. 

The  Board  of  Education  during  the  year  has  equipped  and  is  main- 
taining a  public  playground.  It  is  said  to  be  second  to  none  in  this 
section  of  the  state. 

Thus  it  seems  to  us  that  1912-1913  has  seen  a  reasonable  amount  of 
progress. 


sc KAXTOX— George  Howell. 


The  annual  school  term  closed  June  20,  1913.  I  believe  the  work 
of  the  year  was  satisfactory  to  teachers,  pupils,  and  parents. 

School   enrollment,    23,337 

Percentage,    91.2 

Number  of  teachers,  including  supervisors,  .  593 

Graduates  from  Central  High  School,   89 

Graduates  from  Technical  High  School,   .  .  .  106 

I  Graduates  from  Grammar  A  grade, 810 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  many  pupils  leave  the  freshman  class  of 
both  high  schools,  we  are  going  to  try  to  bridge  the  chasm  existing 
between  the  grammar  A  work  and  the  high  school  by  introducing 
elementary  latin  and  elementary  algebra  into  the  grammar  A  grade. 

Pupils  of  the  freshman  class  in  both  high  schools  have  left  for 
various  reasons,  but  many  of  them  leave  because  they  find  the  work 
too  difficult.  A  year  ago  we  gave  most  of  the  freshman  work  to  our 
experienced  teachers,  but  pupils  dropped  out  just  as  frequently  last 
year  as  the  year  before. 

We  shall  not  attempt  to  do  much  in  latin  or  in  algebra,  but  the 
work  given  to  pupils  in  the  grammar  A  grade  we  trust  will  assist 
them  in  obtaining  fair  averages  in  the  freshman  work. 

In  latin,  we  shall  cover  the  declension  of  nouns,  the  comparison 
of  adjectives  and  adverbs,  and  the  conjugations  of  sum  and  amo. 
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In  algebra,  we  shall  cover  through  fractions  in  Milne's  Elementary 
Algebra. 

We  Lave  nine  grades  instead  of  eight  in  the  city  of  Scranton,  and 
we  shall  continue  to  hold  to  nine  grades  until  we  have  accommoda- 
tions sufficient  for  high  school  pupils.  This  year  we  are  sending 
840  pupils  into  the  Central  and  Technical  High  Schools.  Of  the  840, 
579  are  registered  for  the  Technical  High  School,  which  is  not  pre- 
pared to  accommodate  more  than  350.  Under  the  present  system  of 
nine  grades,  we  have  sufficient  room  for  all  our  high  school  pupils. 
About  250  will  be  compelled  next  year  to  recite  in  the  Administra- 
tion Building.  Should  we  decide  to  change  from  the  nine-grade  to 
the  eight-grade  system,  we  should  be  compelled  to  take  care  of  1,200 
additional  pupils  now  in  the  grammar  B  grade. 

The  nine  grades  of  this  city  do  not  work  to  the  detriment  of  pupils 
or  in  any  way  hinder  their  progress.  A  boy  or  girl  of  average  in- 
telligence can  pass  through  the  nine  grades  in  eight  years.  The  aver- 
age age  of  the  pupils  in  grammar  A  grade  to-day  who  are  ready  to 
enter  the  high  school  is  14  years. 

The  nine- grade  system  for  the  city  of  Scranton  means  ample  ac- 
commodations for  all  the  pupils,  a  longer  period  of  infancy,  a  better 
preparation  for  the  high  school,  and  ample  time  for  review  in  all 
the  grades. 

Appointment  of  Teachers. — Our  merit  plan  for  the  appointment 
of  teachers  has  been  somewhat  modified.  Applicants  for  positions 
are  now  required  to  pass  a  written  examination  on  ten  questions, 
five  of  which  pertain  to  school  management  and  methods  of  instruc- 
tion, and  five  of  which  pertain  to  current  events.  The  Board  of 
Education  is  certainly  entitled  to  much  credit  for  the  eligible  list 
which  they  have  established  and  to  which  they  have  strictly  adhered. 

Entrance  to  High  School. — Pupils  entering  the  high  schools  from 
the  grammar  A  grades  are  compelled  to  take  three  examinations, 
during  the  year,  prepared  by  the  Superintendent,  and  obtain  an  aver- 
age of  70  per  cent,  on  the  year's  work.  During  the  examinations, 
Grammar  A  Principals  rotate,  and  pupils  are  not  examined  by  their 
own  teachers.  This  plan  has  worked  succesfully  and  gives  satisfac- 
tion to  both  teachers  and  pupils. 

Institute. — We  held  our  annual  institute  the  first  week  in  Septem- 
ber. The  instructors  were:  Mr.  W.  D.  Lewis,  Principal  William 
Penn  High  School  for  Girls,  Philadelphia,  Pa. ;  Mr.  J.  C.  Stone,  Mont- 
clair  Normal  School,  Montclair,  N.  J.;  Mr.  Sherman  Davis,  Indiana 
University,  Bloomington.  Ind. 

The  compulsory  educational  laws  are  being  rigidly  enforced  and 
the  attendance  officers  are  producing  good  results.  The  attached  re- 
port of  the  Chief  Attendance  Officer  shows  the  work  of  the  Com- 
pulsory Bureau  for  the  year. 
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Number  of  attendance  officers,  including  chief  of  Bureau,  ...  5 

Number  of  visits  to  schools,   2,170 

a.  Number  of  absentees  reported  from  public  schools, 3,098 

b.  Number  of  absentees  reported  from  parochial  schools,..  184 

c.  Number  of  cases  received  from  office  and  other  sources.. .  828 

Number  of  visits  to  homes 2,805 

Number  of  visits  to  employers, 205 

1.  Number  of  children  not  found  or  moved,  26 

2.  Number  of  truants  found,   185 

3.  Number  left  school  and  legally  employed  during  the  year,  1,529 

4.  Number  illegally  employed,   discharged,    7 

5.  Number  kept  home  for  lawful  reasons  (temporarily),  in- 

cluding  illness,    1,526 

6.  Number  receiving  private  instruction,    5 

7.  Number   mentally   or   physically   unable   to   attend   per- 

manently,     

8.  Number  absent  without  lawful  excuse,  S32 

9.  Number  cases  not  yet  investigated,  0 

d.  Number  cases  investigated  from  public  schools, 2,204 

e.  Number  cases  investigated  from  parochial  schools,  184 

f.  Number  cases  investigated  from  office  and  other  sources,  828 

Number  of  children   returned  to   school,    2,555 

Number  of  truants  returned  first  time,    174 

Number  of  truants  returned  more  than  once,    11 

Non-attendants  found,    9 

Non-attendants  placed  in  school,    9 

Number  parents  served  with  preliminary  notice,   601 

Number  parents   prosecuted,    26 

Amount  of  fines, $25 

Enumeration  of  children  between  6  and  16  years  of  age  now  being 
made  by  attendance  officers. 


Eeport  of  Employment  Certificates. 

Number  of  applicants,    2,963 

Issued  certificates, 1,529 

On  board  of  health  certificates,  66 

On  baptismal  certificates,    399 

On  records  from  school  register,  910 

On  official  records,    56 

On  affidavits,   5 
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On  duplicate  certificates,    83 

On  special  permits,   10 

Rejected    certificates,    1 434 

Unable  to  read  and  write,  195 

No  evidence  of  age,  797 

Over  16  years  of  age, 87 

Under  14  years  of  age,  334 

Out  of  jurisdiction,   21 


SHAMOKIN— Joseph  Howerth. 


In  submitting  my  twelfth  annual  report  of  the  schools  of  Shamo- 
kin  I  am  pleased  to  state  that  the  high  standards  of  previous  years 
have  been  maintained.  The  progressive  features  that  stand  out 
most  prominently  are  medical  inspection,  schools  for  adults,  and 
the  beginning  of  the  erection  of  a  new  high  school  building. 

The  results  of  the  work  of  the  medical  inspector  are  very  gratify- 
ing. The  Board  has  decided  to  make  this  work  a  permanent  part  of 
our  school  system.  It  seems  that  the  whole  physical  tone  of  the 
pupils  has  been  elevated.  The  moral  effect  of  this  work  is  im- 
measurable. The  scope  of  the  work  is  shown  by  the  following 
figures : 

Number  of  routine  examinations   by   medical   inspector, . .  2,826 

Number  re-examined,    17 

Number  of  special  examinations,    52 

Total  number  examined,    2,933 

Number  of  contagious  or  infectious  diseases,  20 

Number  showing  some  defect,    2,634 

Number  requiring  medical  attention,    1,985 

Number  of  defective  conditions  found,    5,473 

Number  excluded  from  school,  20 

The  defects  for  which  treatment  was  recommended  by  the  medical 
inspector  are  as  follows: 

Malnutrition,    1 

Enlarged  cenical  glands,   6 

Chorea,    1 

Cardiac  disease, g 

Pulmonary  disease,    4 

Defective  chest,    1 
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Defective  extremities,    2 

Defective  vision,   225 

Defective  hearing,    67 

Defective  nasal  breathing,  134 

Teeth  requiring  attention,   1,262 

Hyper  tonsils,   555 

Adenoids,    149 

Goitre,    1 

Number  reporting  treatment  during  the  year, 383 

One  of  the  progressive  and  commendable  acts  of  our  Board  during 
the  year  was  the  opening  of  a  night  school  for  adults.  This  is  in 
keeping  with  the  times  in  enlarging  the  scope  and  functions  of  the 
schools.  The  school  was  attended  by  two  hundred  seventy-two  men 
and  women  whose  ages  range  from  sixteen  to  fifty  and  whose  abilities 
ranged  from  those  who  were  unable  to  read  and  write  to  those  who 
were  able  to  study  the  advanced  mathematics.  The  course  of  study 
consisted  in  reading,  writing,  spelling,  arithmetic,  algebra,  geometry, 
trigonometry,  bookkeeping,  stenography.  The  instruction  was  en- 
tirely individual.  The  work  will  be  continued  with  vocational 
courses  added  as  the  demands  arise. 

The  work  of  the  high  school  has  been  very  satisfactory  when  the 
congested  conditions  are  taken  into  consideration.  Of  the  seventy- 
nine  students  who  graduated  this  year  nineteen  have  decided  to 
enter  higher  institutions  of  learning.  We  hope  to  have  the  new 
high  school  building  ready  for  occupancy  at  the  opening  of  the  school 
term  of  1914.  The  building  and  equipment  is  to  cost  about 
$150,000.00. 

In  closing  I  wish  to  acknowledge  the  many  kindnesses  and  cour- 
tesies shown  me  by  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 


SHARON—  S.  H.  Hadley. 


The  school  term  ended  May  29.  Commencement  exercises  were 
held  that  evening  and  fifty-two  young  men  and  women  were  grad- 
uated from  our  high  school. 

The  work  done  in  our  schools  was  generally  satisfactory.  The 
teachers  have  all  rendered  very  efficient  service.  The  attendance  of 
pupils  was  greatly  affected  by  the  prevalence  of  sickness  during  the 
year.  This  made  it  necessary  for  the  teachers  to  do  a  great  amount 
of  outside  work  with  pupils.  By  so  doing  the  loss  to  the  pupils  was 
greatly  overcome. 
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During  the  summer  of  1912  the  Board  of  Education  decided  to 
install  domestic  science  and  manual  training  departments.  These 
departments  were  equipped  prior  to  the  opening  of  school  and  when 
r-khool  opened  in  September,  courses  in  sewing  and  cooking  were 
offered  to  all  the  girls  of  the  eighth  grade  and  high  school  and 
courses  in  mechanical  drawing  and  wood  working  to  the  boys  of  the 
same  grades.  Both  of  these  departments  are  under  the  direction  of 
expert  supervisors.  While  it  is  impossible  to  say  just  what  value 
these  departments  have  been  to  our  pupils,  I  unhesitatingly  say  that 
we  are  thoroughly  satisfied  that  they  have  been  productive  of  much 
good. 

During  the  months  of  March  and  April  a  school  boys'  indoor  meet 
was  held  in  the  F.  H.  Buhl  Club  gymnasium.  More  than  three  hun- 
dred boys  from  the  fourth  grade  through  the  high  school  were  en- 
tered in  this  meet.  The  boys  were  arranged  in  classes  according  to 
weight.  No  boy  weighing  more  than  one  hundred  thirty  pounds  was 
allowed  to  enter.  The  final  meet  was  held  Saturday,  April  5th, 
when  the  high  school  won.  The  r-eet  was  ably  handled  by  Supt. 
Robert  D.  Loughner  of  the  F.  H.  Buhl  Club.  A  silver  cup,  known 
as  the  Lincoln  Cup  was  presented  the  winning  school  by  one  of  our 
townsmen,  a  man  who  knew  Lincoln.  This  cup  remains  in  posses- 
sion of  the  high  school  for  one  year  when  the  schools  will  again  con- 
test for  its  possession. 

The  sixth  annual  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  the  week  of  Decem- 
ber 30,  1912 -January  3,  1913.  Our  instructors  were  Dr.  Lincoln  Hul- 
ley,  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess,  and  Dr.  Robert  A.  Armstrong.  I  cannot  speak 
too  highly  of  the  efficient  service  rendered  by  these  men.  The  ses- 
sions were  attended  by  many  of  our  people.  We  feel  sure  that  the 
educational  sentiment  in  the  town  was  greatly  helped  by  the  Insti- 
tute. 

The  members  of  the  Board  of  Education  have  worked  in  perfect 
harmony  and  have  done  all  in  their  power  to  increase  the  efficiency 
of  our  schools. 

Our  greatest  problem  is  the  crowded  condition  in  a  section  of  our 
town  which  has  grown  more  rapidly  than  any  other.  I  have  no 
doubt,  however,  that  this  situation  will  be  solved  entirely  satisfac- 
torily during  the  coming  year. 

In  closing  this  my  eleventh  annual  report  of  the  schools  of  this 
district,  I  desire  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction  for  the  great  help  they  have  been  to  us  during  the  past 
year. 
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SHENANDOAH— J.  W.  Cooper. 


In  general  terms,  the  school  year  which  has  recently  closed  was 
a  successful  one.  While  all  of  our  pupils  did  not  make  the  required 
standard  yet  the  percentage  was  better  than  the  previous  year.  The 
work  of  the  teachers,  with  a  few  exceptions,  was  quite  commendable. 
They  were  energetic  and  had  the  true  teaching  spirit.  Our  first 
grade,  our  grammar  grades  and  our  high  school  grades  were  very 
much  crowded.  In  our  grammar  and  high  school  there  were  not  so 
many  pupils  as  there  should  be  in  a  town  of  the  size  of  ours,  but 
there  were  too  any  pupils  for  the  number  of  teachers  employed  in 
these  grades  to  get  first  class  results.  We  hope  to  be  able  to  in- 
crease the  teaching  force  in  these  grades  during  the  coming  term. 
Our  first  primary  grade  was  so  crowded  that  we  were  compelled  to 
put  some  pupils  on  half  time  part  of  the  term.  This  can  be  remedied 
next  term  as  the  Board  has  just  completed  a  six-room  school  building. 

This  building  will  be  one  of  the  finest  school  buildings  in  our  town 
and  has  been  erected,  with  its  equipments,  at  a  cost  of  about  twenty- 
five  thousand  dollars  (f 25,000.00)  to  the  district.  The  district  is 
much  in  need  of  a  new  high  school  building  but,  as  the  citizens  did 
net  give  their  approval  to  the  issuance  of  bonds  for  that  purpose, 
the  Board  is  hampered  along  this  line  for  want  of  funds.  They  are 
uLing  their  best  efforts  to  keep  their  schools  abreast  of  the  times. 
When  the  bond  issue  failed  of  approval,  the  Board  raised  the  taxes 
five  (5)  mills  on  the  dollar  and  built  the  building  referred  to,  besides 
spending  about  eight  thousand  dollars  ($8,000.00)  on  the  repairs  of 
other  buildings,  of  pavements  and  of  sewers. 

A  few  changes  were  made  in  our  high  school  course  in  order  to 
bring  it  more  in  conformity  with  the  wishes  of  the  State  Educational 
Department.  No  material  changes  were  made  below  the  high  school 
either  in  the  method  of  instruction  or  the  course  of  study. 

The  Library  Trustees  added  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
($250.00)  worth  of  new  books  on  history,  literature,  science,  and  fic- 
tion to  the  Library  during  the  year. 


SOUTH  BETHLEHEM— Owen  R.  Wilt. 


A  year  ago  the  Board  of  Education  of  this  District  made  notable 
changes  in  the  high  school  curriculum.     All  common  school  studies 
such  as  are  pursued  in  the  grades,  were  eliminated  from  the  four 
20 
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year  course,  except  such  as  must  necessarily  be  pursued  in  all  the 
grades  and  the  departments,  and  such  as  cannot  be  completed  in 
the  grades  below  the  high  school,  viz:  elementary  algebra,  construc- 
tive geometry,  bookkeeping,  vocal  music  and  drawing   (mechanical 
and  freehand) .    To  provide  for  the  reviewing  of  the  common  branches 
and  the  pedagogical  studies  the  Board  established  a  fifth-year  course 
in  the  high  school,  known  as  the  normal  course.     To  this   course 
pupils  who  have  been  graduated  from  the  borough  high  school  or 
from  any  other  four  year,  or  first  class  high  school,  or  academic 
school  equal  to  a  first  class  high  school,  are  admitted.    In  this  course 
students  will  review  the  common  school  branches,  such  as,  spelling, 
arithmetic,    reading,    writing,    physiology   and    hygiene,    geography,' 
English  grammar,  elementary  algebra,  U.   S.  history,  civil  govern- 
ment (local  and  state)  and  take  up  the  studies  of  history  of  educa- 
tion, elementary  psychology,  nature  studies,  elementary  agriculture, 
English  classics  and  school  management     The  curriculum  includes 
all  branches  named  by  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  needed 
to  obtain  a  professional  or  a  state  permanent  certificate.     All  the 
pupils  of  the  high  school  are  obliged  to  take  up  the  full  course  in 
mechanical  and  freehand  drawing,  and  vocal  music. 

A  drawing  room,  furnished  with  the  necessary  apparatus  and  draw- 
ing material  was  provided  for  mechanical  and  freehand  drawing. 
A  teacher  was  elected  to  fill  this  position  and  the  results  obtained 
in  this  department  are  very  gratifying. 

The  pupils  taking  the  fifth-year  course  in  high  school  are  given 
the  opportunity  to  acquaint  themselves  with  the  practice  of  teach- 
ing, with  the  methods  pursued  by  the  most  successful  teachers;  and 
with  the  rules  that  govern  the  schools. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  the  people  in  general,  are  very  much 
interested  in  their  public  schols.  All  public  exercises  rendered  by 
the  schools,  or  for  their  benefit  are  well  attended,  high  school  com- 
mencement, class  day  exercises,  grammar  school  closing  exercises, 
patron  or  visiting  days,  thanksgiving  and  Christmas  celebrations,' 
oratorical  contests,  parades  during  carnival  week,  held  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  Public  Playgrounds  Association,  etc. 
The  past  term  has  been  a  pleasant  and  a  successful  one. 


STEELTON— L.  E.  McGinnes. 


The  schools  of  Steelton  have  just  closed  a  pleasant  and  profitable 
year;  At  no  time  has  there  been  less  friction  and  more  general  cor- 
diality among  all  concerned  than  in  the  period  covered  by  this  brief 
report, 
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At  the  close  of  the  year  a  class  of  sixty-three  graduated  from  the 
high  school,  thirty-six  of  whom  were  boys  and  twenty-seven  girls. 
This  was  the  largest  class  in  the  history  of  the  schools.  In  one  other 
respect  it  surpassed  its  predecessors  also  and  that  was  in  the  large 
proportion  of  its  members  to  complete  the  course.  On  entering  the 
high  school  four  years  ago  it  numbered  seventy-seven  members.  At 
graduation  it  numbered  but  thirteen  less.  This  class  swells  the  total 
number  of  graduates  to  815,  with  the  following  division  as  to  sex: 
males,  410 ;  females,  405. 

The  total  enrollment  of  the  schools  was  practically  the  same  as  for 
last  year  with  a  decided  improvement  in  the  average  attendance. 
This  improvement  was  due  to  the  fact  that  there  was  much  less 
sickness  among  the  children  of  the  district  than  in  the  preceding 
year.     The  enrollment  according  to  grades  was  as  follows: 

High  School   (four  grades) ,   2^ 

Grammar  Schools  four  grades) ,  504 

Primary  Schools   (five  grades) ,   •  •        1,1°° 

As  a  rule,  the  first  five  grades  in  a  system  of  schools  represent  ap- 
proximately 75  per  cent,  of  the  enrollment.  With  us  in  the  last  year 
the  first  five  grades  had  but  little  over  60  per  cent,  of  the  enrollment. 
This  is  encouraging  in  that  it  shows  a  tendency  on  the  part  of 
pupils  to  continue  in  school  on  up  through  the  grades. 

The  promotions  for  the  term  were  as  large  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  pupils  as  in  any  previous  year.  There  were  some  failures 
and  there  doubtless  will  continue  to  be  failures  as  long  as  native 
ability  is  not  a  product  of  the  school.  Under  our  present  organiza- 
tion with  individual  instruction  programs  and  competent  special 
teaching  the  necessity  for  failures  ought  to  be  not  far  from  the 
minimum. 

One  of  the  local  problems  that  was  made  the  centre  of  thought  and 
discussion  in  our  teachers'  meetings  throughout  the  year  was  the  re- 
adjustment of  the  course  of  studies.  Prior  to  1901  there  were  three 
years  in  the  high  school  course.  These,  added  to  the  nine  years  in 
the  grades  made  a  total  course  of  twelve  years.  When  the  course  in 
the  high  school  was  extended  to  four  years,  no  change  was  made  in 
the  grades,  consequently,  since  then  the  work  has  extended  over  a 
period  of  thirteen  years.  While  many  of  the  pupils  accomplished 
the  work  in  twelve  years,  the  majority  of  them,  as  the  course  was 
outlined,  were  required  to  cover  the  entire  time  limit  of  thirteen 
years.  In  keeping  with  the  best  educational  thought  of  the  day  and 
with  a  view  to  conserve  the  best  interests  of  the  children  of  the  dis- 
trict, the  board  at  its  June  meeting  unanimously  decided  to  reduce 
the  course  below  the  high  school  to  eight  years.  In  accordance  with 
that  action  steps  are  now  in  progress  leading  to  such  changes  as  will 
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gradually  bring  about  the  result.  While  in  the  application  of  the 
course  of  studies  under  the  old  regime  the  time  element  was  by  no 
means  overlooked,  greater  stress  is  being  placed  upon  the  evaluation 
of  subjects  in  the  new  adjustment.  The  changes  that  are  being  made 
are  not  so  radical  as  to  interfere  with  the  so-called  cultural  studies, 
but  with  a  more  strict  adherance  to  a  definite  time  schedule  it  will 
be  possible  to  lay  more  stress  on  industrial  and  constructive  work. 
To  illustrate :  a  definite  number  of  minutes  per  week  will  be  given  to 
the  subject  of  geography,  covering  a  period  of  four  years  and  an 
equally  definite  number  of  minutes  per  week  for  a  period  of  five 
years  will  be  devoted  to  history,  and  so  on  throughout  the  list  of 
subjects.  This  arrangement,  together  with  a  lengthened  school  day 
for  the  upper  grades,  will  enable  us  to  allow  the  girls  the  proper 
amount  of  time  for  sewing  and  domestic  science  and  the  boys  suffi- 
cient time  for  the  accomplishment  of  something  worth  while  along 
the  line  of  certain  phases  of  wood  and  metal  work.  Of  course  all  of 
this  carries  with  it  the  assumption  that  pupils  will  be  regular  in  at- 
tendance throughout  the  entire  term  and  that  but  little  energy  will 
be  wasted  in  fritting  away  time.  It  also  carries  with  it  the  assump- 
tion that  teachers  will  be  intelligent,  systematic  and  enthusiastic  in 
leading  the  way. 


SUNBURY— I.  C.  M.  Ellenberger. 


The  annual  school  term  closed  June  4,  1913.  There  were  enrolled 
during  the  term  2,672  pupils,  of  which  number  366  were  in  the  high 
school,  and  160  in  the  central  grammar  school. 

During  the  year  the  schools  made  commendable  progress.  The 
courses  of  study  were  enriched  by  the  introduction  of  such  material 
as  we  believe  to  be  the  most  practical,  and  by  the  elimination  of  such 
extraneous  matter  as  seemed  of  little  practical  value  to  the  pupil. 

The  adoption  of  the  credit  system  in  the  high  school  and  central 
grammar  school,  and  exemption  from  examination  in  those  branches 
in  which  the  pupil  has  made  an  average  of  at  least  85  per  cent,  has 
done  much  to  place  these  schools  on  a  better  working  basis. 

The  number  of  pupils  in  the  commercial  department  is  increasing 
rapidly.  The  course  is  four  years.  The  first  two  years  being  prac- 
tically the  same  as  the  English  course,  and  the  last  two  years  work 
devoted  exclusively  to  purely  commercial  subjects.  Many  members 
of  the  senior  class  of  the  department  during  the  last  few  months  of 
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their  course  and  subsequently  accepted  good  positions  in  banks,  law 
offices,  railroad  offices,  and  various  other  business  offices.  This 
school  is  meeting  with  much  favor  in  our  community. 

Our  senior  class  numbered  72,  of  whom  31  were  young  women,  and 
41  young  men.  During  the  last  few  years  fewer  of  our  young  men 
than  heretofore,  leave  the  high  school  befoie  completing  the  course 
and  graduating.  27  graduated  in  the  commercial  course,  and  45  in 
the  classical  and  science  courses.  21  out  of  the  45  graduates  in  the 
science  course  entered  colleges  and  universities  without  conditions. 
148  pupils,  of  whom  78  were  girls  and  70  boys,  were  graduated  from 
the  Central  Grammar  school.  140  have  been  admitted  to  the  high 
school.  The  Central  Grammar  school  is  organized  on  the  depart- 
mental plan,  the  same  as  the  high  school.  We  thus  find  that  the 
transition  from  the  grammar  school  to  the  high  school  offers  no  em- 
barrassment to  the  pupil  nor  does  he  feel  any  change  in  his  course. 
The  commercial  department  was  enlarged  by  the  removal  of  a  brick 
partition,  thus  doubling  the  capacity  of  the  room. 

Teachers'  meetings  were  held  regularly,  at  which  educational  and 
administrative  subjects  were  discussed.  In  general  the  work  in  all 
grades  was  well  done. 

During  the  last  five  years  our  schools  have  been  increasing  at  the 
rate  of  110  pupils  per  year.  All  available  rooms  are  now  occupied, 
and  provision  must  needs  be  made  within  the  year  for  those  entering 

next  year. 

The  high  school  chorus  class  and  orchestra  gave  a  mid-year  con- 
cert.    The  funds  were  expended  in  purchasing  instruments  for  the 

orchestra. 

In  the  administration  of  the  schools,  the  support  of  the  directors 
and  teachers  was  duly  appreciated.  The  physical  condition  of  the 
school  property  has  been  improved.  Drinking  fountains  have  been 
substituted  for  general  and  individual  drinking  cups. 

A  Thanksgiving  donation  amounting  to  $125.00  was  made  by  the 
pupils.  This  money  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  high  school 
Charity  Committee  to  be  expended  for  the  relief  of  deserving  pupils 
and  the  poor  of  our  city.  The  compulsory  school  law  and  the  vac- 
cination law  were  strictly  enforced.  The  health  of  our  teachers  and 
pupils  has  been  uniformly  good  during  the  entire  term. 

In  conclusion  we  wish  to  extend  our  thanks  to  the  Department 
of  Public  Instruction,  to  the  pulpit  and  press  of  our  city  and  to  our 
Directors  for  their  courtesy  and  valuable  assistance  in  the  success  we 
may  have  attained. 
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TAMAQUA— J.   F.   Derr. 


We  have  come  to  the  close  of  another  year,  and  in  submitting  this, 
my  fifth  report  of  the  schools  of  Tamaqua,  I  wish  to  say,  that  there 
are  many  things,  for  which  we  are  truly  grateful.  The  work  of  the 
schools  has  been  moving  along  very  pleasantly  and,  we  believe,  very 
profitably.  Our  teachers  have  been  loyal,  faithful  and  persevering. 
They  have  manifested  a  good  deal  of  professional  spirit,  and  have  put 
forth  splendid  efforts  to  increase  their  worth  and  efficiency.  The 
Board  of  Education  has  ever  been  mindful  of  its  responsibility  and 
duty.  It  has  been  loyally  supporting  all  suggestions  offered  for  the 
advancement  of  the  schools. 

Our  schools  closed  on  June  30th.  On  the  evening  of  June  28th, 
the  commencement  exercises  were  held  in  the  High  School  audi- 
torium, when  nineteen  young  people;  ten  young  men,  and  nine  young 
women,  were  graduated.  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis  of  Juniata  College,  Hunt- 
ingdon, Pa.,  delivered  the  commencement  address,  which  was  very  in- 
teresting and  instructive.  His  theme  was  "Hitting  the  Mark."  The 
baccalaureate  sermon  was  preached  in  the  Bethany  Evangelical 
Church  on  the  evening  of  June  22nd,  by  Rev.  James  Daniel  Kistler, 
the  pastor. 

The  enrollment  in  our  schools  during  the  term  was,  boys,  1,061; 
girls,  975 ;  total,  2,036.  This  enrollment  is  the  largest  in  the  history 
of  the  schools.  The  average  daily  attendance  was,  boys,  918;  girls, 
825 ;  total,  1,743.     The  percentage  of  attendance  was  94  per  cent. 

Of  the  forty-three  teachers  employed,  two  hold  college  diplomas; 
twenty-two  normal  diplomas;  ten  permanent;  five  professional  and 
three  provisional  certificates.  Two  regular  teachers  were  added  dur- 
ing the  year.  Three  additional  teachers  are  needed  for  the  coming- 
year. 

The  high  school  offered  for  the  first  time  three  courses,  namely, 
the  regular,  latin-scientific  and  commercial  course.  The  regular 
course  is  intended  to  prepare  for  life,  the  latin-scientific  for  college 
and  the  commercial  for  business.  It  is  already  perceptible  that  less 
pupils  are  discontinuing  school  before  graduation  than  when  there 
was  offered  only  one  course. 

The  commercial  course  is  now  nearly  two  years  in  existence.  This 
course  becomes  an  elective  course  during  the  third  and  fourth  years 
of  the  high  school.  Graduates  in  this  course  must  have  exactly  the 
same  work  in  English  and  composition,  that  the  graduates  of  the 
regular  and  latin-scientific  course  have.  This  fact,  we  believe,  will 
create  a  demand  for  our  commercial  students. 
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In  the  beginning  of  the  term  we  introduced  the  Steadman  System 
of  writing  in  the  numbers  1,  2,  3  and  I  grades  with  a  view  of  using  it 
in  all  the  grades  if  found  practicable.  We  had  now  a  year  of  ex- 
cellent work  along  this  line  in  these  grades.  We  are  glad  to  see  the 
change  of  the  fore-arm  movement  from  the  old  style  of  copying,  and 
the  vertical  and  semi-slant  methods.  No  doubt  there  are  many 
schools  that  are  just  recovering  from  the  ill-effects  that  the  so-called 
new  fads  produced.  The  Steadman  System  will  be  used  in  all  the 
grades  the  coming  term. 

During  the  year  a  new  enterprise  was  entered  upon  by  the  high 
school  students  in  the  form  of  a  monthly  publication,  called  "Blue 
and  White."  The  editing  and  business  management  was  entirely  in 
the  hands  of  the  students.  This,  together  with  the  training  the 
literary  societies  offered,  has  given  splendid  opportunity  for  general 
culture.  Special  emphasis  was  given  in  arithmetic  and  English. 
Pupils  who  are  strong  in  these  two  branches  seldom  fail  of  rapid  pro- 
motion. The  art  of  good  reading  is  another  subject  to  which  we  de 
voted  considerable  attention  during  the  year. 

We  are  grateful  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  the 
many  courtesies  extended  us  during  the  year. 


TARENTUM— A.  D.  Endsley. 


The  schools  of  our  borough  closed  a  nine  months'  term  on  the 
27th  of  May.  A  class  of  43  pupils,  18  boys  and  25  girls,  were  grad- 
uated from  a  four-year  course.  In  addition  to  these,  eleven  other 
pupils  finished  a  special  two-year  commercial  course  and  were 
granted  certificates  for  the  work  done. 

We  find  that  this  short  commercial  course  is  of  real  value  to  many 
of  the  young  people  of  an  industrial  community.  Boys  and  girls 
who  do  not  finish  the  grade  work  until  they  are  almost  sixteen  years 
old,  feel  they  are  too  old  to  enter  on  a  four-year  course,  but  are  will- 
ing to  spend  two  years  in  vocational  training  along  commercial  lines. 
This  course  has  brought  into  the  high  school  pupils  who  otherwise 
would  never  have  entered.  There  is  not  any  apparent  tendency  on 
the  part  of  those  who  can  afford  to  spend  more  time  in  high  school 
to  take  the  short  course. 

Sewing  was  introduced  into  the  schools  for  the  first  time  last  Sep- 
tember. All  the  girls  in  the  sixth,  seventh,  and  eighth  grades  took 
the  work  one  hour  each  week,  their  regular  teachers  being  the  in- 
structors.    We  have  used  a  graded  manual  on  sewing,  with  details  of 
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plans  all  given,  so  the  regular  teachers  found  the  work  quite  easy 
and  a  welcome  change  from  the  ordinary  school  routine.  The  results 
of  our  first  year's  sewing  are  highly  gratifying  to  pupils  and  parents. 
While  the  girls  of  the  class  were  engaged  in  sewing,  the  boys  of  the 
same  room  were  taking  elementary  mechanical  drawing  under  the 
special  teacher  of  drawing,  as  a  preparation  for  work  in  manual 
training  in  the  shop,  to  be  taken  up  next  year. 

Our  special  Parents'  Day  in  each  building,  usually  in  February  or 
March,  have  become  fixed  school  institutions.  On  these  days,  regular 
school  work  is  conducted  during  half  the  afternoon  in  the  presence 
of  parents  and  friends  of  the  school.  Then  the  children  are  dis- 
missed, and  the  visitors  are  given  the  oportunity  of  inspecting  the 
construction  work,  sewing,  drawing  and  other  written  work  of  the 
pupils,  displayed  in  the  class  rooms  and  halls.  The  teachers  use 
this  opportunity  to  form  the  acquaintance  of  the  parents  of  their 
pupils  and  win  their  co-operation.  The  school  buildings  are  again 
open  in  the  evening  for  the  convenience  of  those  who  can  not  attend 
during  the  day.  Many  men  take  advantage  of  the  evening's  oppor- 
tunity to  see  what  the  schools  are  doing  for  their  children.  It  is  the 
most  helpful  plan  of  bringing  the  school  and  the  home,  in  general,  to- 
gether that  we  know. 

Special  effort  has  been  made  during  the  year  to  drill  only  on  the 
essentials  in  the  studies  of  the  elementary  school  and  to  reduce  the 
amount  of  home  work  to  a  minimum.  Both  the  pupils  and  the  home 
appreciate  this  movement,  as  it  tends  toward  clearer  thinking  and 
more  vigorous  bodies  in  the  children. 

We  are  thankful  to  the  Department  and  to  the  State  Board  of 
Education  for  helpful  suggestions  and  reports. 


TAYLORr-Wm.   S.   Robinson. 


Our  schools  have  had  another  successful  year.  Almost  all  of  our 
teachers  are  to  be  commended  for  their  energy  and  effective  work. 
Whatever  success  our  schools  have  enjoyed  is  due  largely  to  the  ear- 
nest and  conscientious  efforts  of  the  teachers. 

The  line  of  professional  study  pursued  by  the  teachers  differs  from 
that  of  the  former  year.  Instead  of  studying  general  school  problems 
in  our  reading  course  we  have  made  an  intensive  study  special 
methods  of  teaching.  McMurry's  Special  Methods  were  the  texts  we 
used  and  our  efforts  were  concentrated  along  definite  lines.  It  would 
be  time  well  spent  to  take  all  the  fundamental  subjects  of  the  course 
in  this  manner. 
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No  lines  of  entirely  new  work  were  taken  up  during  the  year  but 
we  have  tried  to  improve  along  all  old  lines.  Special  mention  should 
be  made,  however,  of  the  able  and  efficient  work  of  Dr.  D.  E.  Jones 
in  music.  He  created  an  interest  and  a  desire  for  the  subject.  His 
enthusiasm  was  taken  up  by  the  pupils.  One  feature  of  his  work 
was  the  competitive  singing  of  several  classes.  Each  was  well 
drilled  on  the  selections  and  the  winning  classes  were  given  pictures 
for  their  school  rooms.  The  Commencement  music  was  the  best  we 
have  ever  had.     We  have  the  right  man  in  the  right  place. 

The  total  enrollment  for  the  year  was  1,059,  an  increase  of  69,  and 
the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  borough  schools.  This  increase  made 
it  necessary  to  add  two  teachers  to  the  corps.  The  high  school  en- 
rollment was  77.  It  should  be  larger.  So  many  of  our  pupils  leave 
school  as  soon  as  they  become  14  years  of  age  that  the  high  school 
enrollment  does  not  increase  in  proportion  to  that  of  the  grades. 
How  to  keep  the  boys  and  the  girls  in  school  is  one  of  our  hardest 
problems. 

Patrons'  Day  during  the  last  week  of  school  brought  out  many 
visitors.  We  trust  that  it  has  cemented  the  union  between  the  school 
and  the  home  so  that  next  year  we  may  enjoy  a  greater  degree  of 
progress  than  at  any  former  time. 


THROOP— John  J.  O'Hara. 


No  unusual  innovation  or  departure  from  established  practice 
marked  the  work  of  the  year  just  ended.  Our  enrollment  increased 
beyond  our  capacity  and  crowded  our  primary  rooms  during  the 
early  months  of  the  term.  The  Board  provided,  as  quickly  as  pos- 
sible, additional  school  room  and  relieved  the  crowded  conditions. 

The  progress  made  during  the  year  was  generally  satisfactory  and 
all  of  the  teachers  are  commended  for  their  earnest  and  efficient 

work. 

Teachers'  meetings  were  held  each  month  during  the  school  year, 
at  which  time  was  taken  to  discuss  local  educational  difficulties. 

With  the  beginning  of  the  school  term  in  September,  1913,  we  add 
another  year  to  our  high  school  course.  This  will  provide  for  a  com- 
plete three  year  course. 

Our  Commencement  Exercises  were  held  on  June  13,  at  which  Dr. 
Schaeffer  delivered  an  interesting  and  instructive  address. 
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TITUSVILLE— Henry  Pease. 


During  the  school  year  just  closed  the  schools  of  Titusville  have 
had  both  prosperity  and  misfortune.  At  the  opening  of  school  in 
September  our  high  school  was  transferred  to  a  new  modern,  com- 
plete building  which  enabled  us  to  offer  to  the  pupils  facilities  which 
it  had  been  impossible  for  us  to  give  them  before.  A  commercial  de- 
partment was  opened  with  a  full  four  years  commercial  and  academic 
course.  In  this  course  there  is  a  good  amount  of  academic  subjects, 
disciplinary  and  cultural,  with  commercial  subjects  in  place  of  the 
foreign  languages  of  the  other  courses  in  the  high  school.  This  has 
resulted  in  interesting  a  number  of  pupils  who  had  little  interest 
before.  Ample  facilities  are  now  being  placed  in  the  school  for  a  full 
course  in  domestic  science,  sewing,  and  millinery.  Courses  in  these 
will  be  introduced  in  the  fall.  We  hope  another  year  to  prepare  for 
manual  training.  This  will  give  us  a  good  amount  of  vocational  train 
ing  in  our  schools.  The  cooking  and  manual  training  will  begin  in 
the  seventh  grade,  the  sewing  in  the  fifth  grade. 

The  misfortune  which  overtook  our  school  was  in  the  nature  of  an 
outbreak  of  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria  which  occurred  in  May, 
necessitating  the  closing  of  all  our  schools  for  the  balance  of  the 
school  year.  Fortunately,  we  had  been  in  session  the  required  num- 
ber of  weeks  for  districts  of  the  third  class.  But  the  loss  of  the  last 
five  weeks  of  school  involved  us  in  serious  complications,  not  all  of 
which  will  be  worked  out  until  the  early  part  of  the  fall  session. 
Our  seniors  were  permitted  to  meet  the  teachers  at  their  homes  so 
that  we  had  commencement  and  graduated  the  largest  class  in  the 
history  of  our  high  school,  numbering  forty-five.  We  also  had  a  class 
of  five  post  graduates.  Our  school  board  gives  a  post  graduate  dip- 
loma to  graduates  of  the  school  who  have  taken  a  graduate  year  of 
work,  carrying  not  less  than  fifteen  hours  per  week  of  prepared  work. 
This  has  resulted  in  giving  direction  and  inspiration  to  the  work  of 
pupils  who  came  back  for  additional  work  after  graduating. 

The  general  work  of  the  grades  and  high  school  was  of  a  nature  to 
encourage  the  belief  that  real  work  and  actual  results  are  the  rule 
and  not  the  exception.  How  to  bring  up  the  retarded  pupil  is  still 
our  greatest  problem.  And  this  is  as  true  of  the  high  school  as  of 
the  grammar  schools.  The  impression  grows  on  me  that  the  same 
fundamental  cause  underlies  this  as  underlies  the  inefficiency  in  the 
business  world,  inability  or  indifference.  That  is,  inability  to  do 
consecutive  hard  work  and  indifference  as  to  general  growth.  When 
we  remember  the  per  cent,  of  failures  in  business  life,  that  is,  fail- 
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lire  to  attain  to  business  independence  and  strength,  it  is  no  wonder 
that  we  have  the  retarded  pupil.  I  fear  we  shall  always  have  him 
until  the  level  of  efficiency  is  gradually  raised  by  slow  stages. 


TYKONE— H.    S.    Fleck. 


In  submitting  the  annual  report  for  the  school  year  ending  July 
1st,  1913,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  say  that  the  work  of  the  year  was 
exceptional  in  its  character,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that 
coming  years  will  verify  the  statement  thus  made.  Our  board  of  di- 
rectors has  spared  no  pains  in  beautifying  and  improving  conditions 
in  and  around  the  buildings.  Exterior  doors  of  solid  wood  were  re- 
placed by  those  panelled  with  glass,  old  furniture  gave  way  to  new, 
heating  plants  were  repaired  and  remodelled,  several  rooms  were 
ceiled  and  papered  and  the  grounds  around  the  buildings  were 
graded  and  sown  with  grass  seed.  Dark  rooms  were  artificially 
lighted  and  new  flag  poles  erected  near  the  school  buildings.  With 
improved  surroundings  and  added  equipment,  we  had  the  right  to 
expect  results. 

A  department  of  domestic  science  was  instituted  in  which  the  girls 
of  the  third  and  fourth  years  were  given  instruction  in  the  art  of 
cooking.  Grade  supervision  of  drawing  was  another  new  feature  of 
the  year's  work.  These  innovations  proved  to  be  both  profitable  and 
popular.  Medical  inspection  took  its  place  for  the  first  time  in  our 
schools,  the  attending  results  proving  beneficial. 

A  better  equipped  corps  of  teachers  than  usual  served  the  public 
faithfully  throughout  the  year,  all  of  them  having  certificates  of 
higher  grade  than  the  provisional.  Many  of  them  are  taking  advan- 
tage of  summer  schools  at  State  College,  the  University  of  Chicago, 
Cornell,  Grove  City,  and  other  institutions  of  like  character. 

Forty  teachers — one  more  than  the  number  of  schools — enrolled 
as  members  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Educational  Association. 

Diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever  were  prevailing  diseases  throughout 
the  year.  They  began  their  ravages  in  August  before  the  opening  of 
school  and  stayed  with  us  until  the  May  examinations;  however  by 
careful  management  and  thorough  fumigation  at  stated  intervals 
the  schools  were  kept  open  all  the  year. 

A  number  of  lectures  and  concerts  were  held  in  the  high  school 
auditorium,  to  some  of  which  an  admission  fee  was  charged.  Part 
of  the  money  thus  obtained  was  invested  in  a  victrola,  and  part  was 
used  to  add  to  our  growing  library.     Dr.  Charles  W.  Eliot's  Harvard 
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Classics,  a  library  in  itself,  was  presented  to  the  high  school  library 
by  a  public  spirited  citizen  of  the  town.  Other  much  appreciated 
gifts  were  received. 

During  the  usual  Washington  anniversary  exercises,  to  which  al- 
most sixteen  hundred  visits  were  made,  drawing  exhibits  were  placed 
in  the  grade  school  rooms.  This  work  was  highly  complimented  by 
the  visitors.  Later  in  the  year  the  Turner  Art  Exhibit  was  loaned  to 
us,  and  from  the  proceeds  obtained  in  placing  it  on  exhibition,  stand- 
ard pictures  for  the  high  school  building  were  purchased.  The  work 
of  the  pupils  of  all  grades  was  on  display  at  this  time. 

Departmental  work  in  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  was  inaug- 
urated and  continued  during  the  year.  The  number  in  this  year's 
graduating  class  was  thirty-one. 


UNIONTOWN— C.  J.  Scott. 


The  work  of  the  past  year  in  our  schools  shows  gratifying  results. 
There  was  a  total  enrollment  of  3,168  pupils;  522  of  whom  were  in 
high  school  and  229  in  the  centralized  eighth  grade. 

A  course  for  girls  in  sewing  was  established  in  the  eighth  grade 
and  a  course  in  cooking,  marketing  and  serving  was  established  in 
the  first  two  years  of  high  school. 

A  beginning  of  a  differentiated  course  for  girls  in  our  high  school 
was  made  by  separating  the  boys  and  girls  in  the  chemistry  classes, 
emphasizing  in  the  one  household  chemistry  and  in  the  other  com- 
mercial chemistry.  Mechanical  drawing  was  for  the  first  time  of- 
fered to  boys. 

In  August  a  number  of  public-spirited  ladies  of  Uniontown  in- 
augurated a  movement  to  provide  public  playgrounds.  By  means 
of  a  lawn  fete  and  donations  seven  hundred  twenty-six  dollars  and 
thirty-one  cents  were  raised.  With  this  money  four  recreation  cen- 
tres were  secured  and  equipped.  The  generous  efforts  of  these  ladies 
are  greatly  appreciated  by  our  boys  and  girls  and  by  the  public  school 
authorities  as  well. 

The  wisdom  of  offering  the  shorter  course  which  we  two  years  ago 
included  in  our  high  school  work  is  now  very  evident.  Certificates 
of  attainment  are  given  for  whatever  work  is  accomplished.  Some 
who  secured  the  certificates  have  been  so  stimulated  by  the  shorter 
course  that  they  put  forth  unusual  effort  to  remain  and  complete 
four  years  of  work  and  secure  a  diploma.  One  benefit,  therefore,  of 
these  courses  is  to  get  into  high  school  and  then  hold  there  pupils 
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who  would  otherwise  never  enter.  At  the  close  of  last  term  only 
one  graduate  of  the  elementary  course  said  he  was  not  going  to  enter 
high  school,  and  the  obstacles  in  his  way  were  beyond  his  control. 
The  establishing  of  shorter  and  special  courses  has  proved  an  im- 
portant way  by  which  we  can  adapt  our  school  to  the  needs  of  the 
children  of  the  community.  These  courses  are  not  elective.  They 
are  open  only  to  those  who  convince  us  that  such  a  course  best  serves 
their  needs.  First  a  two  year  commercial  course  was  added.  Then 
one,  two  and  three  year  courses  were  established  in  all  departments. 
An  important  and  beneficial  influence  of  our  endeavors  in  this  direc- 
tion is  toward  including  subjects  that  count  for  social  efficiency  in 
the  student  and  so  modifying  the  present  subjects  that  they  are 
closer  linked  with  life. 

Our  city  teachers'  institute  to  a  considerable  extent  influenced  our 
subsequent  school  work.  The  list  of  instructors  includes  Dr.  K.  B. 
Teitrick,  Dr.  W.  E.  Chancellor,  Dr.  S.  E.  Weber,  Miss  Ada  Van  Stone 
Harris,  Dr.  W.  S.  Hertzog,  Miss  Mary  J.  Cooper,  Dr.  J.  H.  Deahl, 
Mrs.  Alice  M.  Carmalt,  Mrs.  Mary  Noss,  Miss  Emma  Thomas,  Miss 
Jean  McElhaney,  Dr.  S.  L.  Heeter. 

Our  plan  of  special  increase  of  salary  to  one  teacher  in  each  grade 
each  year  who  shows  marked  excellence  in  her  work  has  so  far  proved 
a  gratifying  success.  The  result  has  been  to  stimulate  and  quicken 
the  efforts  of  all  the  teachers,  in  that  they  know  superior  effort  will 
be  shown  appreciation. 

During  the  year,  GeselPs  "The  Normal  Child  and  Primary  Educa- 
tion," Strayer's  "The  Teaching  Process"  and  Johnson's  and  others 
"High  School  Education"  were  studied  in  round-table  meetings  by 
the  Uniontown  teachers. 

The  ambition  to  progress  and  to  efficiently  serve  which  character- 
izes the  Uniontown  teachers  merits  and  receives  high  commendation. 

We  desire  to  express  our  gratitude  to  members  of  the  State  De- 
partment for  their  co-operation  and  many  kindnesses. 


WAKKEN— K.  T.  Adams. 


The  enrollment  for  the  year  1912-1913  was  2,132.  The  number  of 
teachers  for  this  year  was  sixty-seven.  This  makes  an  average  of 
thirty-two  pupils  per  teacher. 

There  were  thirty-nine  in  the  graduating  class,  twenty-one  young 
men  and  eighteen  young  women.  Nearly  all  of  these  young  people 
have  entered  higher  institutions  of  learning.  Two  or  three  have  re- 
turned to  the  Warren  High  School  to  take  up  additional  work. 
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Last  spring  we  had  the  teachers  make  the  enumeration  of  children 
in  the  Warren  District  for  the  first  time.  They  found  them  all. 
This  fact  enables  us  to  have  a  complete  enrollment  of  all  the  children 
of  the  Borough  in  the  office,  both  those  who  have  labor  certificates 
and  those  who  ought  to  be  in  school. 

The  office  was  informed  twice  a  day  of  all  the  absences  and  the  at- 
tendance officer  was  on  hand  to  look  up  the  absent  pupils  in  one 
hour  after  his  absence  was  reported.  By  this  method  the  attend- 
ance law  was  strictly  enforced,  and  truancy  was  reduced  to  a  mini- 
mum. The  attendance  was  cut  down,  however,  by  the  prevalence  of 
measles,  mumps,  whooping  cough,  chicken-pox,  and  other  children's 
diseases  which  makes  absence  inevitable.  An  efficient  medical  in- 
spector loked  after  the  health  of  the  children  and  saw  that  all  the 
quarantine  laws  and  sanitary  regulations  was  strictly  enforced. 

The  special  subjects  such  as  manual  training,  cooking,  sewing, 
music,  drawing,  penmanship,  physical  culture  were  well  looked  after 
by  efficient  teachers  and  supervisors,  and  yet  these  subjects  were  not 
permitted  to  crowd  out  those  subjects  which  every  one  deems  essen- 
tial. 

During  the  year  our  teachers  made  quite  a  thorough  study  of  the 
History  of  Education,  using  Kemp's  History  of  Education  as  a  basic 
text. 

We  had  several  interesting  meetings  of  the  parents  and  organized 
a  Parent-Teacher  Association.  These  meetings  were  quite  largely  at- 
tended and  much  interest  was  manifested.  At  one  of  them  the  ques- 
tion of  sex  hygiene  was  quite  thoroughly  discussed.  Dr.  Mitchell, 
of  the  State  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  spoke  to  the  men  and  Miss 
Beaty,  M.  D.,  of  Warren,  spoke  to  the  women.  Both  of  these  meet- 
ings aroused  considerable  discussion,  and  much  sane  and  common 
sense  doctrine  on  the  subject  was  heard  by  the  parents. 

We  are  just  completing  additions  to  two  of  our  buildings,  one  a 
two  room  addition  and  the  other  a  six  room  addition.  These  addi- 
tions will  enable  us  to  house  all  our  children  properly  and  give  us 
four  rooms  for  kindergartens,  which  we  have  just  added  to  our 
schools. 

All  things  being  considered  we  have  had  a  very  successful  schoo? 
year,  and  the  prospects  for  the  coming  year  are  quite  favorable. 


WASHINGTON— T.  G.  McCleary. 


High  School. 
The  high  school  is  in  a  growing  and  prosperous  condition.     The 
faculty,  as  a  whole,  is  putting  forth  every  effort  for  the  benefit  of 
the  students.     The  course  of  study  has  been  readjusted,  Freshmen 
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are  now  given  three  book  subjects  five  hours  per  week  along  Avith 
Manual  Arts  and  General  Science  or  Public  Speaking,  two  and  three 
hours  per  week,  this  has  resulted  in  the  conservation  of  the  Fresh- 
men. The  upper  years  have  a  four  subject  requirement  and  the  good 
students  are  allowed  to  carry  an  extra  subject.  Pupils  were  given 
permission  to  take  two  years  commercial  work,  but  a  very  few  elected 
that  plan. 

The  introduction  of  Manual  Training  and  Domestic  Science  has 
made  the  high  school  more  attractive  for  the  boys  and  girls,  fewer 
students  than  usual  dropped  out  during  the  year  and  at  the  close 
of  the  year  we  had  in  school  3G  more  boys  and  17  more  girls  than  the 
year  previous.     53  dropped  out  during  this  year  and  79  last  year. 

Grammar  School. 

The  eighth  grades  of  the  various  wards  were  centralized  in  the 
Third  Ward  Building  under  the  name  of  Grammar  School.  The 
teachers  were  the  regular  eighth  grade  teachers  and  the  work  was 
carried  on  departmentally.  There  were  five  teachers  and  143  pupils 
at  the  opening  of  the  school.  One  teacher  was  given  music,  drawing 
and  physical  culture,  which  relieved  the  other  teachers  of  the  special 
work  that  they  do  not  feel  we'll  prepared  to  teach;  the  other  teachers 
were  given  two  subjects  each,  such  as  grammar  and  reading;  arith- 
metic and  writing;  history  and  spelling;  geography  and  physiology. 
The  periods  were  forty  minutes  long,  divided  into  two  parts  of  15 
minutes  and  25  mintes.  At  the  end  of  the  first  semester  42  passed 
for  high  school  and  every  pupil  entered  high  school.  At  the  end  of 
the  year  90  per  cent,  passed  to  high  school.  The  teachers  and  pupils 
have  worked  hard  and  earnestly  and  the  first  year's  experiment  has 
been  very  satisfactory. 

Special  Subjects. 

The  work  in  Manual  Training  and  Domestic  Science  has  proven  to 
be  very  valuable  to  the  school.  At  present  pupils  in  the  high  school 
and  grammar  school  are  getting  the  work,  but  we  hope  to  get  it  in 
the  seventh  grades  very  soon.  The  teachers  employed  filled  vacancies 
made  in  other  subjects,  so  the  introduction  made  no  additional  teach- 
ers. The  cost  for  supplies  for  157  girls  during  the  year  was  $154.86. 
For  145  boys  in  manual  training,  148.90.  Instruction  was  also  given 
by  special  teachers  in  public  speaking,  music,  art,  writing  and  physi- 
cal culture,  with  very  satisfactory  results. 

Grades. 

The  grade  teachers  and  principals  deserve  great  credit  for  their 
good  work  during  the  year.  The  teaching  corps  was  greatly  strength- 
ened during  the  year,  only  experienced  teachers  were  elected.     Four- 
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teen  new  were  elected,  of  which  three  were  college  graduates,  six 
Normal  graduates,  one  Pratt  Institute,  four  graduates  of  a  four  year 
high  school.  The  average  attendance  in  the  grades  was  2,848,  an 
increase  of  18  over  last  year. 

Tuition  Pupils 

The  number  of  tuition  pupils  in  the  high  school  increased  from 
85  to  97;  in  the  grades,  12  to  26. 

Recommendations. 

There  are  a  number  of  over  age  boys  and  girls  in  our  schools,  but 
especially  boys,  who  need  and  are  deserving  of  some  special  atten- 
tion. They  are  not  able  to  keep  pace  with  their  classmates,  so  fall 
back  with  pupils  much  younger  than  themselves  and  finally  drop  out 
unprepared  for  life.  Many  of  these  boys  could  be  greatly  helped  by 
giving  them  special  work,  Avithout  regard  to  grade,  in  a  school  by 
themselves.  A  good  teacher  could  work  wonders  with  these  boys,  and 
I  hope  the  Board  will  open  such  a  school. 

We  have  sufficient  equipment  in  manual  training  and  domestic 
science  for  an  additional  teacher  each;  we  also  have  the  pupils  who 
need  the  work.  We  hope  the  additional  teachers  in  these  subjects 
will  be  provided. 


WAYNESBORO— J.  H.  Reber. 


The  year  which  has  just  closed  has  been  a  successful  one.  The 
enrollment  was  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  school.  A  number 
of  new  features  were  introduced  during  the  year.  The  public  school 
savings  bank  was  opened  on  the  29th  of  last  October,  and  so  far  it 
has  been  a  success  beyond  our  expectations.  Many  pupils  who  never 
thought  of  saving  a  penny  are  taught  to  save  by  this  means. 

At  the  opening  of  the  term  last  September  we  inaugurated  the  plan 
of  the  consolidated  grammar  school,  which  idea  we  believe  to  be  a 
good  one.  Much  attention  has  been  given  to  the  sanitary  condi- 
tions of  our  buildings  and  grounds.  The  old  drinking  cup  was 
abolished  and  the  bubbling  fountain  substituted.  The  plan  of  pro- 
motion by  subjects  as  well  as  by  grades  has  been  introduced  into  our 
high  school  and  to  some  extent  into  our  grammar  school.  The  scheme 
works  well.  Pupils  are  not  required  to  repeat  work  that  has  been 
well  done,  and  whenever  all  the  subjects  of  the  course  are  satisfac- 
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torily  completed  the  pupil  receives  his  diploma  at  the  next  commence- 
ment. Thus  many  pupils  are  kept  in  school  who,  by  the  old  plan 
would  become  discouraged  and  leave  school. 

At  this  writing  we  are  permitted  to  announce  the  completion  last 
September  of  our  new  high  and  grammar  school  building.  The  build- 
ing was  erected  and  fully  equipped  at  a  cost  of  about  $112,000.  It  is  a 
splendid  building  and  one  of  which  the  town  may  well  be  proud.  The 
dedicatory  exercises  were  held  January  31,  1913,  in  connection  with 
our  local  teachers'  institute.  Dr.  Anna  J.  McKeag,  President  of 
Wilson  College;  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  State  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction;  and  Prof.  J.  S.  Heiges,  of  the  Shippensburg  State  Nor- 
mal were  the  out  of  town  speakers. 

At  the  opening  of  next  term  manual  training,  mechanical  drawing 
and  domestic  science  and  art  will  be  introduced,  and  our  work  in 
physical  culture  more  systematically  done. 

With  the  favorable  conditions  under  which  we  will  work  we  hope 
to  make  the  next  year  the  best  as  yet. 


WEST  CHESTER— Addison  L.  Jones. 


The  year  was  one  of  substantial  work  throughout.  In  most  of  the 
schools  and  departments  much  progress  could  be  seen;  while  in 
others,  with  just  as  hard  work  on  the  part  of  the  teachers,  it  was 
difficult  to  see  greater  efficiency.  Much  attention  was  given  in  all 
grades  to  spoken  and  written  English.  It  is  hereby  reported  with 
much  pleasure  that  good  results  can  be  seen.  Not  only  do  the  pupils 
study  all  their  lessons  moie  intelligently  and  successfully,  but  they 
are  better  able  to  judge  the  worth  of  what  they  study,  and  get  a  ful- 
ler meaning  of  the  texts. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  many  partial  recitations"  and  failures  are 
due  to  the  -inability  of  pupils  to  understand  the  texts  assigned  for 
study,  and  their  failure  to  supplement  the  facts  learned  with  their 
own  partial  knowledge  of  the  subject.  The  ability  to  discriminate 
clearly  between  the  important  and  the  non-important,  to  get  the 
thought  intended  by  the  author,  and  to  express  clearly  and  concisely 
the  thought  in  mind,  will  do  much  to  aid  the  teacher  in  her  work 
and  make  for  efficiency  in  teaching  not  only  English,  but  all  other 
subjects. 

The  teaching  of  spelling  has  been  much  improved  within  the  last 
few  years.  The  claim  that  pupils  in  the  schools  are  not  so  well 
taught  in  spelling  as  were  the  children  fifty  years  ago,  is  probably 
21      » 
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not  well  authenticated.  It  is  so  easy  to  see  a  halo  of  perfection  about 
the  doings  of  those  who  lived  in  a  former  generation,  and  so  exceed- 
ingly difficult  to  prove  that  our  pupils  spell  better  than  their  pre- 
decessors, that  the  teaching  of  spelling  is  likely  to  remain  a  much 
discussed  subject. 

Pupils  in  the  schools  do  not  spell  as  well  as  they  should.  While 
it  is  just  as  impossible  to  make  all  good  spellers  as  it  is  to  make 
them  all  grow  tall,  yet  it  is  entirely  within  the  possibilities  to  im- 
prove the  spelling  of  every  one  and  to  produce  a  larger  number  of 
good  spellers. 

With  this  object  in  view,  the  spelling  lesson  was  attacked  more 
vigorously;  the  teachers  taught  it  as  thoroughly  and  really  gave  the 
method  as  much  care  and  thought  as  any  other  subject  in  the  course. 
The  improved  teaching  has  brought  greatly  increased  interest  and 
better  results. 

The  claim  that  many  children  are  born  bad  spellers  is  surely  only 
partially  true.  Persons  are  poor  spellers,  because  they  have  been 
told  from  early  childhood  that  the  family  is  one  of  bad  spellers; 
because  there  may  be  defect  in  sight,  hearing,  or  memory,  any  or 
all  of  which  may  be  capable  of  improvement;  or  because  poor  teach- 
ing has  failed  to  arouse  an  interest  in  the  subject.  All  pupils  can 
learn  to  spell,  nearly  all  can  learn  to  spell  well,  and  very  few  need 
be  bad  spellers. 

During  the  last  school  year  the  faculty  of  the  high  school  has  in 
a  measure  directed  the  social  activities  of  the  pupils.  It  had  been 
noticed  that  the  social  life  of  the  students  was  to  some  extent  dis- 
turbing their  best  work  in  school.  A  letter  was  written  to  parents, 
asking  their  co-operation  in  securing  more  systematic  home  study, 
suggesting  that  a  high  school  pupil  to  do  the  work  of  the  course 
well,  must  put  considerable  home  study  on  the  lessons.  It  was  also 
suggested  that  any  outside  entertainments,  concerts,  theatricals,  ex- 
cepting on  Friday  or  Saturday  evenings,  were  deterrent  forces  in 
successful  progress  at  school. 

The  pupils  were  encouraged  to  have  receptions  in  the  school  gym- 
nasium or  in  the  libraries,  class  receptions  to  the  other  classes,  re- 
ceptions to  the  teachers,  to  the  new  teachers,  to  the  teachers  leaving, 
the  school,  to  their  parents,  sociables  to  which  they  could  invite  par- 
ents and  other  friends;  German  Club  receptions  to  all  members  of 
the  German  classes,  Glee  Club  receptions  to  the  several  singing 
classes  in  the  high  school.  But  all  of  the  meetings  had  to  be  held 
on  Friday  evenings. 

All  the  receptions  and  sociables  were  managed  by  committees  from 
the  student  body,  under  the  direction  of  a  member  of  the  faculty, 
who  not  only  aided  in  having  the  formalities  of  good  society  ob- 
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served  in  the  preparatory  parts,  but  who  was  always  present  at  the 
function  with  other  members  of  the  faculty  to  supervise  the  exercises, 
and  direct  so  that  all  took  part  and  enjoyed  the  occasion. 

In  consequence  of  the  co-operation  of  the  students  and  the  high 
school  faculty,  there  were  very  few  meetings  among  the  students  ex- 
cepting on  Friday  or  Saturday  evenings.  The  relations  of  the  pupils 
with  their  teachers  were  closer,  with  a  better  form  of  school  spirit 
than  had  heretofore  existed.  No  other  move  in  school  matters  has 
had  so  direct  and  beneficial  results. 

A  home  and  school  league  was  formed  among  interested  parents, 
citizens,  and  the  teachers.  Several  general  meetings  were  held  in  the 
high  school  auditorium,  at  which  speakers  spoke  to  large  audiences 
on  themes  of  common  interest.  In  every  school  building,  subordin- 
ate associations  were  formed.  Officers  were  elected  and  monthly 
meetings  held.  In  these  meetings  topics  of  interest  to  the  patrons 
of  the  particular  buildings  were  taken  up  and  discussed.  The  at- 
tendance ranged  from  thirty  to  one  hundred  thirty,  while  generally 
the  interest  in  the  subjects  treated  was  evident.  The  principals  and 
teachers  always  acted  as  hosts  at  the  meetings  and  took  part  as  their 
assistance  was  needed.  These  meetings  were  always  most  interest- 
ing. So  far,  nearly  everybody  comes.  Topics  covering  home  econom- 
ics, sanitation,  eugenics,  vocational  direction,  home  reading,  moving 
pictures  and  children's  reading  were  discussed  by  a  large  part  of 
the  attending  patrons. 

School  credit  was  given  for  home  industrial  work  in  those  classes 
where  pupils  had  school  instruction  in  the  manual  arts.  The  plan 
as  outlined  brought  the  home  and  the  school  into  closer  touch  and 
made  co-operation  between  parent  and  teacher  more  vital.  It  is 
intended  to  extend  the  plan  so  that  the  home  industries  of  the  pupils 
shall  be  systematized,  and  the  directive  work  of  the  parent  and  the 
teacher  with  the  pupils  will  be  more  efficiently  and  more  willingly 
done;  and  the  reaction  of  the  children  will  show  increased  interest 
in  getting  the  highest  approbation  both  from  home  and  school  as 
shown  on  the  school  records. 

The  first  year  of  domestic  science  and  arts  in  the  schools  has 
proved  its  need.  Many  more  pupils  desired  to  enter  the  classes  than 
the  program  allowed.  Nearly  all  who  took  it  last  year  wish  to  con- 
tinue it  another  year. 

To  show  parents  the  methods  of  teaching  and  the  variety  and  effi- 
ciency of  the  work,  demonstrations  by  the  different  cooking  classes 
were  given  before  invited  guests,  mostly  parents  and  patrons  whose 
interest  was  thus  increased  and  whose  co-operation  in  this  depart- 
ment and  the  schools  generally  was  more  fully  enlisted. 


21—7—1913. 
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It  is  found  that  pupils  in  the  high  school  who  elect,  in  addition  to 
their  four  studies,  a  course  in  one  of  the  manual  arts,  do  as  well  in 
their  regular  work  as  those  in  the  straight  academic  studies.  Some 
of  the  classical  students  take  domestic  science,  drawing,  sewing,  or 
woodworking.  Instead  of  separating  the  pupils  socially,  the  work  in 
vocational  subjects  tends  to  socialize  the  pupils  in  all  departments; 
since  there  is  some  relaxation  in  discipline  in  the  shops  and  the 
laboratories;  and  again,  during  the  year,  there  are  demonstrations 
and  exhibitions  of  work  in  which  the  activities  of  the  students  are 
generally  commended,  and  their  finished  products  admired  and  favor- 
ably criticised.  In  a  high  school  with  departments  in  the  manual 
arts,  there  is  the  best  opportunity  of  fostering  among  the  students 
a  spirit  of  true  democracy.  In  addition  it  frequently  happens  that 
students  find  themselves  the  more  easily,  and  select  their  vocation 
with  a  certainty  that  they  know  just  what  they  want. 


WEST  MAHANOY  TOWNSHIP   (Schuylkill  County)— Thomas  A. 

Dixon. 


The  present  year  has  closed  with  an  enrollment  of  1,235  children, 
of  which  there  were  612  boys  and  623  girls,  an  increase  of  73  over  the 
previous  year.  Average  attendance :  males,  412 ;  females,  413 ;  total, 
825;  yearly  percentage  of  attendance,  87. 

Despite  the  fact  that  we  had  a  number  of  changes  in  the  teaching 
force,  our  efforts  have  been  reasonably  successful,  and  on  the  whole, 
the  majority  of  our  teachers  have  shown  the  proper  spirit  and  are 
to  be  commended  for  their  untiring  efforts  and  co-operation. 

On  assuming  the  duties  of  Superintendent,  I  was  inspired  with 
hope  that  in  the  near  future  we  could  establish  a  high  school  and 
thereby  develop  and  maintain  a  higher  standard  of  efficiency,  and 
thus  eliminate  the  favoritism  so  prevalent  in  the  selection  of  teach- 
ers. But,  as  it  is,  the  greatest  obstacle  is  to  overcome  the  petty 
prejudices  of  a  few  teachers  and  others,  antagonistic  to  things  pro- 
gressive. 

The  School  Board  has  in  most  respects  shown  the  proper  spirit  of 
progressiveness  and  especially  in  the  building  of  new  schools  to  re- 
lieve the  congested  conditions  which  have  existed  in  some  districts. 
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New  Buildings. 

During  the  year,  a  one-story  two-room  building  was  completed  at 
a  cost  of  $5,300.  It  is  a  substantial  and  up-to-date  building.  Each 
room  is  provided  with  drinking  fountains,  and  can  accommodate 
from  30  to  40  pupils.  The  doors  leading  to  the  street  are  equipped 
with  emergency  bars  for  opening  in  case  of  fire. 

A  new  building  on  the  same  plan,  but  a  little  larger,  is  in  the 
course  of  erection,  to  be  completed  for  the  opening  of  school  next  Sep- 
tember. 

Other  improvements  include  the  building  of  two  additional  rooms 
to  West  Wm.  Penn  School,  which,  when  completed,  will  relieve  the 
congested  conditions  existing  there  for  years. 

The  total  cost  of  both  schools,  including  new  heating  system,  is  as 
follows : 

New  building  as  per  bid,    $5,600  00 

Cost  of  additions  to  Wm.  Penn,   6,400  00 

Cost  of  heating  system,   2,295  00 

Total,    $14,295  00 

The  professional  side  of  the  teacher's  life  was  stimulated  during 
the  year  by  teachers'  monthly  meetings,  and  while  the  meetings  were 
of  an  experimental  nature,  the  results  have  been  very  beneficial. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  extend  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Instruction  for  generous  assistance  and  kind  co-opera- 
tion. 


WILKES-BARRE— James  M.  Coughlin. 


The  school  term  for  1912-1913  closed  June  13,  1913.  The  attend- 
ance was  excellent  throughout  the  year.  The  weather  during  the  fall 
and  spring  was  cool,  and  during  the  winter  mild,  altogether  furnish- 
ing the  most  favorable  conditions  for  attendance  and  study. 

The  satisfactory  manner  in  which  the  work  of  the  year  was  done 
gave  evidence  that  these  favorable  conditions  were  improved,  not  in 
the  promotion  of  a  greater  number  of  pupils  only  but  in  the  better 
preparation  of  those  promoted. 

Health  conditions  throughout  the  city  were  much  more  favorable 
than  last  year.  Contagious  diseases  were  not  so  common,  and  those 
that  did  exist  seemed  to  have  been  more  carefully  quarantined. 
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The  enrollment  in  the  schools  for  the  term  was  11,899;  the  aver- 
age monthly  enrollment  for  the  term  was  10,514;  the  enrollment  in 
the  elementary  schools  was  10,436  and  in  the  high  school,  1,463; 
there  remained  on  the  rolls  at  the  close  of  the  term,  5,155  boys,  4,936 
girls,  total,  10,091. 

There  were  promoted  in  the  elementary  school  3,838  boys,  3,653 
girls,  total,  7,491.  In  the  elementary  grades  638  boys,  544  girls, 
total,  1,182,  were  not  promoted.  Not  including  the  first  year  grade, 
233  boys,  196  girls,  total  429,  were  not  promoted.  Percentage  of  pro- 
motions not  including  first  year,  92;  including  first  year,  90. 

1,463  pupils  were  enrolled  in  the  high  school  during  the  term; 
692  boys,  771  girls.  There  remained  on  the  rolls  at  the  close  of 
the  term  582  boys  and  689  girls.  223  pupils  representing  the  senior 
class  were  on  the  rolls  at  the  close  of  the  year;  216  of  these  were 
graduated  and  7  remain  for  more  thorough  preparation. 

The  high  school  pupils  are  advanced  on  certificate  of  proficiency, 
on  the  studies  taken  in  the  work  prescribed  for  the  term.  A  pupil 
may  be  conditioned  on  one  or  more  studies.  If  there  are  too  many 
conditions  the  years  work  is  taken  over.  Unless  required  to  take 
the  studies  over,  conditions  do  not  hinder  the  pupil  from  going  on 
with  his  class  to  the  end  of  the  course,  but  no  pupil  is  graduated  until 
all  conditions  are  removed.  With  this  explanation  the  following  ad- 
vancement of  high  school  pupils  will  be  understood. 

1,026  pupils,  not  including  the  graduating  class,  remained  on  the 
rolls  at  the  close  of  the  term ;  479  boys  and  547  girls.  325  boys,  407 
girls,  total,  732,  passed  without  a  condition.  66  boys  and  70  girls 
passed  with  only  one  condition;  49  boys  and  52  girls  passed  with 
two  conditions.  36  boys  and  21  girls,  total  57  were  held  for  better 
preparation.  Total  number  advanced,  969.  Percentage  of  advance- 
ment, 94. 

The  prospective  number  of  pupils  according  to  all  promotions  for 
next  year,  at  the  high  school,  is  1,545.  519  of  these  were  promoted 
to  the  high  school  from  the  eighth  grade  at  the  close  of  the  school 
term,  245  boys,  274  girls. 

These  pupils  selected  the  course  of  study  they  propose  to  take  in 
the  high  school,  at  the  close  of  their  grammar  school  course.  A  re- 
port on  the  course  selected  by  the  pupils  was  made  by  the  principals 
of  the  several  schools,  to  the  Superintendent.  The  number  of  pupils 
in  each  course  as  selected  will  be  as  follows: 

Business  and  higher  English,   145 

College  preparatory,    122 

Girls  literary  and  industrial,   73 

Boys   mathematical,    64 

Latin   scientific,    42 

Boys   industrial,    35 

English   scientific,    4 
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When  viewed  in  the  light  of  what  some  people  would  lead  us  to 
believe  is  the  demand  for  industrial  school,  these  figures  are  quite 
an  interesting  study.  The  choice  of  the  course  of  study  was  made 
with  due  deliberation  upon  the  part  of  both  pupils  and  parents,  and 
shows  what  form  of  instruction  is  most  desired  by  the  patrons  of 
the  school. 

1,120  pupils  were  dropped  from  the  rolls  of  the  schools  during  the 
year.  An  inquiry  was  made  as  to  the  causes  which  led  pupils  to 
leave  school. 

The  following  table  summarizes  the  report  on  this  inquiry,  and 
throws  some  light  on  the  statement  made  by  investigators  of  school 
problems  that  if  the  courses  of  study  were  more  practical  and  there- 
by more  to  the  liking  of  children  fewer  pupils  would  drop  out  of 
school. 

409  moved  out  of  the  city, 
278  left  school  and  went  to  work, 
128  left  on  account  of  illness, 

114  no  cause  was  given,  78  of  these  were  from  the  high  school, 
99  withdrew  and  entered  the  Parochial  schools, 
G3  left  to  help  in  the  homes, 
12  were  sent  to  reform  schools, 
6  were  sent  to  the  Orphans'  Home, 
6  died  during  the  year, 
5  left  and  went  to  private  schools. 

The  following  table  is  given  to  answer  the  question  from  which 
grades  do  most  of  the  children  drop  out  of  school :  From  the  eighth 
grade,  107  withdrew;  72  of  these  went  to  work,  13  moved  out  of  the 
city  and  9  withdrew  to  help  in  the  home.  (Seasons  for  leaving  of 
the  largest  three  groups  are  here  given.)  From  the  seventh  grade, 
132  withdrew;  71  to  work,  14  to  help  in  the  home  and  26  moved  out 
of  the  city.  From  the  sixth  grade,  128  withdrew;  48  of  these  to 
work,  11  to  help  in  the  home,  37  moved  out  of  the  city.  From  the 
fifth  grade,  112  withdrew;  37  to  work,  34  moved  out  of  the  city,  6 
help  in  the  home.  From  the  fourth  grade,  92  withdrew;  45  moved 
out  of  the  city,  13  went  to  work  and  8  to  help  at  home.  From  the 
third  grade,  137  withdrew;  64  moved  out  of  the  city,  13  went  to  work, 
5  to  help  in  the  home  and  28  went  to  the  Parochial  school.  From 
the  second  grade,  90  pupils  withdrew ;  58  moved  out  of  the  city,  3  left 
to  work,  2  to  help  in  the  home,  11  to  attend  the  Parochial  school. 
From  the  first  grade,  197  pupils  withdrew;  121  of  these  moved  out  of 
the  city,  42  withdrew  on  account  of  illness,  17  to  attend  the  Parochial 
school.  Only  one-fourth  of  the  number  who  left  school  reported  that 
they  had  to  go  to  work.  These  are  nearly  equally  distributed  through 
the  last  four  years  of  the  elementary  course  and  represent  children 
behind  time  in  the  course. 
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Educationally,  the  school  system  of  the  city  was  improved  the  past 
year  by  adding  vocal  music  to  the  course  in  the  high  school  and  the 
employment  of  a  teacher  to  conduct  the  course;  by  the  equipment  of 
the  gymnasium  with  modern  apparatus  and  the  employment  of  a 
physical  director  to  take  charge  of  the  physical  training  of  the  boys 
and  organize  more  completely  the  athletic  work  of  the  high  school. 

Also  three  additional  kindergartens  were  opened;  an  assistant 
supervisor  of  drawing  was  employed;  evening  sewing  schools  were 
opened;  an  evening  school  in  shorthand  and  typewriting  was  pro- 
vided; and  an  adult  school  for  foreigners. 

The  improvement  of  the  school  system  from  the  material  side  was 
also  noteworthy.  The  new  building  on  Franklin  Street  was  com- 
pleted, furnished  and  occupied.  This  building  takes  the  place  of  the 
old  Franklin  Street  building  and  is  a  very  imposing  structure  con- 
taining fourteen  rooms  and  a  fine  study  and  assembly  hall. 

A  new  building  of  like  plan  and  construction  was  built  and  occu- 
pied in  Firwood  in  the  southern  part  of  the  city.  A  new  building 
containing  fifteen  rooms  replacing  the  old  building  on  Hancock 
Street  is  now  nearing  completion.  A  lot  was  purchased  for  the  ap- 
proaching needs  of  the  system  in  the  southeastern  section  of  the 
city  and  one  in  the  northern  section  on  which  a  building  will  be 
placed  in  the  near  future. 

Two  rooms  were  prepared  and  elegantly  equipped  for  cooking  in 
the  department  of  domestic  science,  and  additional  equipment  for 
the  sewing  department  was  supplied. 

The  department  of  manual  training  and  mechanic  arts  was  en- 
larged and  improved  by  providing  additional  rooms  and  equipment. 
Forty  new  lathes,  each  equipped  with  an  electric  motor  and  forty 
benches  for  the  wood  working  classes  were  provided,  each  of  the  most 
modern  and  approved  type. 

Extensive  repairs  were  made  in  the  old  high  school  building  on 
Union  Street  and  minor  repairs  in  all  the  other  buildings  sufficient 
to  keep  the  school  property  in  first  class  condition.  These  improve- 
ments represent  a  very  remarkable  showing  for  a  single  year. 

Only  minor  changes  have  been  made  in  the  elementary  course  of 
study  for  several  years.  The  high  school  course  has  been  changed 
and  extended  with  the  growth  and  development  of  the  school. 

The  elementary  course  of  study  is  prescribed  by  law  and  includes 
reading,  writing,  spelling,  arithmetic,  geography,  history,  gram- 
mar and  physiology.  These  subjects  must  be  taught  and  are  taught 
in  all  elementary  schools.  The  question  of  a  course  or  plan  of 
studies  is  merely  to  arrange  and  place  these  studies  where  they  be- 
long as  related  to  the  growing  mind.  The  subject  matter  of  these 
studies  is  arranged  in  primary,  intermediate  and  advanced  text 
books.     Such  books  include  the  matter  which  is  generally  pursued 
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iii  any  plan  oi'  study.  The  weight  to  be  given  to  any  study  is  indi- 
cated by  time  per  week  given  to  the  study,  and  the  place  in  the  course 
where  such  study  belongs  as  related  to  the  age  and  development  of 
the  child.  When  such  studies  are  properly  adjusted,  they  are  not 
necessarily  subject  to  frequent  changes. 

The  studies  prescribed  are  preparatory  and  real.  Learning  to  read 
is  preparatory  to  all  other  subjects.  Spelling  and  writing  are  pre- 
paratory to  writing  the  language  or  the  various  forms  of  written 
composition. 

Some  studies  are  largely  memory  studies  and  belong  to  the  period 
when  memory  is  most  active. 

Other  studies  are  real  studies  or  thought  studies  in  which  not  only 
necessary  knowledge  is  required  but  the  power  to  think  and  to  learn 
to  think  are  of  greatest  importance. 

No  course  of  study  is  thoughtfully  arranged  or  intelligently  ap- 
plied that  does  not  recognize  these  principles. 

The  child  when  it  enters  school  faces  a  symbol  language.  This 
symbol  language  it  must  learn  to  read,  to  spell  and  to  write.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  course  these  subjects  are  the  major  studies  and 
must  be  given  great  weight  or  value  during  this  period. 

The  second  group  of  studies  are  studies  and  parts  of  studies  which 
might  be  called  memory  studies  such  as  spelling,  geography,  the 
tables  in  arithmetic,  dates  in  history,  memorizing  choice  passages 
of  prose  and  poetry.  These  subjects  belong  to  the  fourth,  fifth,  and 
sixth  grades  and  should  have  major  attention  when  the  memory  is 
active  and  can  be  most  intelligently  directed  and  applied. 

The  third  period  is  when  the  mind  begins  to  act  under  conscious 
self  direction,  then  the  child  most  naturally  comes  to  the  thought 
studies,  such  as  arithmetic,  grammar,  history  and  science. 

It  will  therefore  be  observed  that  the  arrangement  of  these  several 
studies  for  the  elementary  schools  is  merely  adjusting  them  as  to 
time  and  place,  as  related  to  the  age  and  mental  growth  of  the  child. 
The  beginning  work  in  reading  is  very  thoroughly  done  in  the 
schools  of  this  city.  I  do  not  believe  it  could  be  done  better  any- 
where. Spelling  is  also  thoroughly  done.  Beginning  with  the  sec- 
ond year  it  is  carried  through  a  five  years'  course,  studied  and  recited 
daily.  At  the  end  of  this  time  the  children  are  good  spellers.  There 
will  always  be  a  few  exceptions,  persons  who  do  not  and  apparently 
cannot  learn  to  spell.  Every  person  who  has  ever  taught  knows  this 
to  be  true. 

After  the  sixth  year  spelling  is  not  scheduled  as  a  daily  recitation, 
but  the  pupil  is  practicing  spelling  continually  in  all  written  work 
and  teachers  are  giving  attention  and  frequent  tests  in  spelling  in  all 
work  involving  spelling. 
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Geography  is  well  taught  through  the  sixth  grade.  This  subject 
begins  in  an  elementary  way  in  the  third  year  and  is  carried  through 
the  fourth,  fifth  and  sixth  years  of  the  elementary  course. 

Arithmetic  is  taught  in  every  grade  of  the  elementary  course,  but 
increasing  in  value  or  weight  as  advancement  is  made  in  the  course 
and  becomes  a  major  study  in  the  seventh  and  eighth  years  of  the 
course.  Practice  in  writing  English  or  composition  has  a  place  in 
every  year  of  the  course  but  grammar  is  studied  in  the  seventh  and 
eighth  years. 

Vocal  music  and  drawing  have  a  daily  period  in  nearly  all  classes, 
but  are  given  no  weight  in  promotions.  Natural  science  and  physiol- 
ogy have  a  place  in  all  grades  but  are  not  given  weight  in  promotions 
like  is  given  in  reading,  spelling,  arithmetic,  grammar,  geography 
and  history. 

I  am  making  this  reference  to  the  course  of  study  in  this  report 
because  it  has  been  said  not  of  our  schools  alone  but  of  all  schools  in 
general,  that  the  course  of  study  is  not  adapted  to  the  needs  of  the 
child  nor  the  subjects  of  study  wisely  selected.  The  subjects  of  study 
are  prescribed  by  law.  In  an  administrative  capacity  we  do  adjust 
and  adapt  these  studies  to  the  growth  and  development  of  the  child's 
mind,  and  strive  to  select  teachers  with  special  aptitudes  to  deal  with 
each  group  of  studies  adjusted  to  these  different  periods. 

The  high  school  studies  are  not  prescribed  by  law.  The  School 
Directors  may  direct  such  studies  to  be  taught  in  their  schools  as 
they  think  most  valuable  and  most  useful  to  the  pupils,  following 
the  group  of  studies  that  are  major  studies  in  secondary  schools. 

The  Directors  of  this  city  have  prescribed  courses  of  study  for  the 
high  school  such  as  meet  the  public  demand. 

A  college  preparatory  course  is  prescribed  because  many  of  our 
people  want  to  send  their  children  to  college,  and  those  who  do  not 
go  to  college  take  this  course  because  so  many  professions  and  other 
avenues  of  preferment  require  a  college  entrance  preparation  in 
order  to  be  eligible  for  entrance  to  such  professions  and  industrial 
positions. 

A  college  preparatory  course  is  therefore  both  practical  and  voca- 
tional. That  such  a  course  meets  the  popular  approval  is  shown  by 
the  large  number  of  students  who  elect  this  course  every  year. 

The  latin-scientific  and  normal  course  prepares  for  admission  to 
the  normal  schools  covering  the  academic  studies  required  of  teach- 
ers and,  further,  prepares  for  finishing  schools  for  those  whose  par- 
ents wish  to  send  their  daughters  away  to  such  schools. 

One  hundred  and  six  of  the  teachers  now  employed  in  the  schools 
of  the  city  took  this  course  in  the  high  school  and  subsequently  grad- 
uated in  the  normal  schools,  and  are  now  serving  this  city  as  teachers 
and  earning  $53,000  per  annum.     Surely  this  course  is  practical  and 
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vocational.  The  boys'  mathematical  and  industrial  course,  the  busi- 
ness and  higher  English  course,  the  boys  industrial  course,  the  girls' 
literary  and  industrial  course  are  all  practical  and  vocational  courses 
and  are  meeting  with  popular  approval  to  the  degree  shown  by  the 
choice  of  pupils  in  electing  their  courses  when  entering  the  high 
school.  % 

The  Play-Ground  Association  is  rendering  important  service  to 
the  schools  during  the  summer  vacation.  The  School  Directors  are 
co-operating  with  them  in  opening  up  the  school  grounds  for  the 
use  of  the  Association  for  summer  playground  work. 

The  Parent-Teachers  Association  are  increasing  their  field  of  use- 
fulness by  caring  for  many  poor  children,  needy  homes,  and  directing 
industrial  work  in  the  homes  through  their  organization. 

It  can  be  justly  claimed  for  our  city  that  all  agencies  for  good  are 
active  and  alert  in  their  interest  in  the  education  of  the  children 
and  the  general  betterment  of  the  conditions  which  surround  the 
school  and  home  life  of  the  child. 


WILKINSBURG— James  L.  Allison. 


The  annual  school  term  closed  on  May  29,  1913,  after  a  session 
of  nine  months  in  which  all  organized  efforts  were  harmonious  and 
successful.  There  were  some  new  features  established  in  the  schools 
during  the  last  year  but  these  were  not  permitted  to  interfere  with 
the  work  that  is  conceded  to  be  fundamental  in  every  school. 

A  department  of  Domestic  Science  was  established  in  the  High 
School  building  during  the  year  but  its  advantages  were  enjoyed  by 
the  pupils  of  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  only.  The  work  has 
proved  popular  and  helpful. 

A  feature  of  caring  for  the  health  of  the  school  children  that  is 
worthy  of  notice,  is  an  effort  to  care  for  the  children's  teeth  in  a 
systematic  way.  An  organization  was  formed  called  "Mouth  Hy- 
giene Workers,"  composed  of  dentists,  teachers,  and  philanthropic 
workers.  Tooth  powder  and  tooth  paste  are  furnished  to  the  chil- 
dren at  a  nominal  cost  and  a  few  cents  profit  is  secured  from  the 
sale  of  each  package,  which  profit  is  used  to  pay  for  dental  work  of 
children  whose  parents  are  not  able  to  bear  this  expense.  The  den- 
tists are  in  co-operation,  and  for  every  dollar  spent  toward  educating 
the  people  in  caring  for  their  teeth  the  dentists  will  do  an  equal 
amount  of  work  for  worthy  children  who  are  poor.  Besides  having 
the  children  interested  in  their  teeth,  in  many  instances  every  child 
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in  a  grade  owns  a  toothbrush  and  uses  it.  As  a  reward  for  having 
a  brush  and  using  it,  the  Society  gives  checks  or  credits;  for  every 
five  of  these  credits,  children  receive  a  package  of  powder  or  paste 
which  also  contains  a  check,  and  when  five  are  received  from  pur- 
chased packages,  those  five  checks  procure  another  package.  So  with 
each  package  sold  or  given,  an  opportunity  is  given  to  secure  other 
packages  free.  The  children  are  very  much  interested  in  the  care  of 
their  teeth  and  more  children  have  visited  the  dentists  this  year  than 
in  any  five  previous  years.  The  appearance  of  the  children  proves 
the  usefulness  of  this  plan. 

Last  October,  the  schools  took  part  in  the  Silver  Anniversary  Cele- 
bration of  the  organization  of  the  borough  of  Wilkinsburg  and  in 
the  part  that  they  took,  they  received  the  favorable  commendation 
of  the  visitors  and  residents.  The  schools  have  engaged  in  no  other 
demonstration  that  has  brought  them  more  prominently  before  the 
public  than  this  celebration  has  done. 

The  Teachers'  Institute  has  proven  a  pleasing  feature  of  our  school 
life.  Beginning  with  Labor  Day,  the  sessions  were  held  each  month 
during  the  term,  usually,  on  a  Saturday  morning  with  an  occasional 
evening  lecture  or  social.  Our  instructors  were:  Supt.  Samuel 
Hamilton,  Mr.  H.  D.  Sheldon,  Mr.  H.  B.  Davis,  Mr.  J.  B.  Kichey,  Mr. 
O.  T.  Corson,  Mr.  S.  L.  Heeter,  Mr.  W.  G.  Chambers  and  Mr.  F.  H. 
Green.  It  seems  to  me  that  more  has  been  received  from  these 
institutes  held  in  short  sessions  at  regular  intervals  than  when  held 
for  a  week  or  for  a  number  of  days  at  one  time. 

The  Alumni  Association  of  the  High  School  has  been  more  active 
during  the  year  than  ever  before.  Their  meetings  have  been  enjoy- 
able and  they  are  doing  much  to  create  the  proper  school  spirit. 
Every  organization  in  the  town  has  shown  its  sympathy  for  the 
schools  and  for  their  success.  This  is  noticeable  in  the  support  given 
to  all  the  school  activities,  including  athletic  contests,  lectures,  liter- 
ary contests,  and  all  school  functions.  The  citizens  in  general  have 
supported  the  school  activities  in  a  manner  that  shows  their  pride  in 
the  school  system. 

The  School  Board  has  continued  the  same  faithful  service  that  has 
made  it  famous  in  the  past.  The  directors  have  shown  that  they  are 
awake  to  the  interests  of  the  pupils  and  teachers. 

I  wish  in  conclusion  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  courtesy  of 
the  Department  and  the  helpfulness  of  the  public  press.  With  all 
these  forces  continuing  to  support  and  encourage  the  work  of  the 
school  during  the  coming  year,  there  should  be  no  reason  for  not 
having  as  excellent  a  school  record  for  the  coming  year,  as  we  have 
had  for  any  year  and  if  the  schools  are  advancing,  the  work  of  next 
year  ought  to  excel. 
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WILLIAMSPORT— Chas.  Lose. 


The  following  is  a  partial  list  of  important  things  accomplished  by 
the  School  District  of  Williamsport,  Pa.,  within  the  last  few  years. 

High   School  Building. 

Work  has  started  on  a  new  high  school  building  that  is  to  be  com- 
pleted by  September,  1914.  The  building  is  to  cost  f 250,000.  An 
auxiliary  building  on  the  same  school  ground  will  provide  rooms  and 
equipment  for  manual  and  vocational  training.  Space  and  equip- 
ment will  he  furnished  in  the  new  building  for  all  such  subjects  as 
domestic  science,  domestic  art,  physical  training,  music,  art,  etc. 
The  building  will  be  modern  in  every  respect. 

Public  School  Athletic  Field. 

The  School  District  has  purchased  an  athletic  field  of  five  acres 
the  grading  of  which  was  finished  in  June,  1913.  When  completed 
the  field  will  contain  a  foot  ball  field  a  base  ball  diamond,  four 
tennis  courts,  a  basket  ball  court,  a  circular  running  track  (4|  laps 
to  the  mile),  a  straight-away  track  of  120  yards,  and  grand  stand 
and  bleachers  to  accommodate  an  audience  of  5,000  people. 

Teachers. 

In  the  year  1912  a  Retirement  Board  was  constituted  and  a  teach- 
ers' retirement  fund  established.  Under  the  rules  of  this  board  a 
teacher  who  has  taught  thirty  years  may  be  retired  on  one-half  of 
the  annual  salary  received  at  the  date  of  retirement.  Partial  an- 
nuities are  also  given  to  teachers  who  have  not  taught  thirty  years, 
but  who  are  disabled  through  illness  or  from  some  other  cause. 

In  the  last  five  or  six  years  the  salaries  of  teachers  have  been  in- 
creased from  eight  to  thirty  per  cent.  The  greatest  increase  in  sal- 
aries has  been  made  in  the  primary  grades  and  in  certain  positions 
in  the  High  School.  A  salary  schedule  for  all  teachers  and  super- 
visors was  adopted  in  June,  1913.  This  schedule  fixing  a  minimum 
and  a  maximum  salary  for  each  position  and  bases  promotions  on 
scholarship,  teaching  ability,  and  professional  zeal. 

School  Playgrounds. 

Substantial  additions  have  been  made  to  three  school  playgrounds 
during  the  last  year.  At  the  Emery  building  an  addition,  ninety  feet 
by  one  hundred  six  feet,  was  made  by  purchase  by  the  School  Dis- 
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trict;  at  the  Transeau  building  an  addition,  forty  feet  by  one  hundred 
twenty  feet,  was  made  by  purchase  by  the  school  district  and  the  Par- 
ent-Teacher's club  of  the  Transeau  building;  at  the  Webster  building 
an  addition,  thirty-four  feet  by  one  hundred  fifty  feet,  was  made  by 
gift  of  Mrs.  Anne  W.  Penfield  at  the  solicitation  of  the  president  of 
the  Home  School  League  and  the  pupils  of  the  Webster  building. 

Each  of  the  school  playgrounds  has  been  furnished  with  apparatus 
for  games  and  athletics.  This  apparatus  includes  slides,  giant  strides, 
horizontal,  parallel,  and  circle  bars,  swings,  ladders,  equipment  for 
tennis,  volley  ball,  basket  ball,  base  ball,  etc.  This  apparatus  was 
purchased  by  the  Board,  the  Parent-Teacher's  meetings,  and  the 
schools.  The  use  of  this  apparatus  has  aided  in  the  physical  develop- 
ment of  the  pupils  and  has  had  a  beneficial  influence  on  the  disci- 
pline of  the  schools. 

Manual  Training,  Domestic  Science  and  Sewing. 

Domestic  Science  was  made  part  of  the  school  curriculum  in  1900. 
Instruction  in  this  subject  is  given  to  all  the  girls  of  the  grammar 
schools  and  to  one  class  of  intermediate  girls.  Manual  training  was 
also  introduced  in  1912.  Two  manual  training  centres  were  opened 
and  in  these  516  grammar  school  boys  received  instruction  this  last 
year.  A  Co-operative  Industrial  Course  has  been  proposed  as  one  of 
the  high  school  courses. 

Evening  Schools. 

Within  recent  years  five  kinds  of  evening  schools  have  been  estab- 
lished. They  are  the  intermediate,  the  grammar,  the  commercial,  the 
vocational  class  for  men,  and  the  domestic  science  class  for  women. 
During  the  last  year  seven  teachers  were  in  charge  of  the  evening 
schools  and  four  hundred  five  persons  took  advantage  of  the  instruc- 
tion offered.  The  students  in  the  vocational  class  studied  mechanical 
drawing,  architecture,  electricity,  mathematics,  structural  design, 
and  machine  design. 

Sanitary  Conditions. 

Sanitary  drinking  fountains  have  been  placed  in  all  of  the  build 
ings  and  the  drinking  cups  removed. 

A  free  dental  dispensary  has  been  opened  at  the  Williamsport 
Hospital,  where  209  pupils  of  the  public  schools  have  been  treated 
since  October  11,  1912.  The  dentists  of  Williamsport  furnished  their 
services  free  and  the  School  District  equipped  the  office  and  paid  for 
all  materials  used. 

An  open-air  school  for  anaemic  children  was  established  in  the 
spring  of  1912.  Twenty-five  pupils  are  admitted.  These  are  given 
nourishing  food  several  times  during  the  daily  session.     The  Lycom- 
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ing  County  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Tuberculosis  pays  for  the 
food  and  its  preparation  and  the  school  district  furnishes  the  teacher, 
the  room,  books,  etc. 

A  physical  training  director  has  been  employed  who  supervises 
and  directs  the  calisthenic  exercises  in  the  school  rooms,  and  the 
play,  games,  and  athletics  of  the  playgrounds.  An  assistant  was 
added  to  this  department  in  1913. 

A  chief  medical  inspector  and  two  assistants  are  employed  who 
make  an  annual  physical  examination  of  all  school  children  as  well 
as  frequent  special  examinations  of  special  children.  They  also  re- 
port on  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  schools. 

Schools  Exhibit  and  Field  Day. 

A  central  school  exhibit  was  held  in  the  Williamsport  Armory  in 
April,  1913.  At  this  exhibit  a  display  was  made  of  all  grades  of 
school  work  in  all  subjects.  The  exhibit  enabled  the  patrons  of  the 
schools  to  see  the  progress  that  has  been  made  in  recent  years  in 
methods  of  teaching  as  well  as  in  courses  of  study.  The  Field  Day 
exercises  held  each  spring  at  Athletic  Park  show  something  of  the 
progress  the  schools  have  made  in  physical  training  and  vocal  music. 
The  pupils  get  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  out  of  these  exercises  in  the 
open  air. 

Home- School  League  and  Parent-Teacher's  Clubs. 

Parent-Teacher's  Clubs  have  been  organized  in  twelve  of  the  thir- 
teen school  buildings  with  a  central  organization  known  as  the  Home- 
School  League.  These  clubs  have  interested  themselves  in  helping  to 
secure  pianos  and  grafanolas  and  records  for  the  schools  and  play- 
ground equipment  for  the  grounds.  They  have  held  monthly  meet- 
ings, at  which  times  questions  relating  to  the  care  of  children  were 
discussed  and  acted  on.  They  have  also  arranged  for  many  social 
gatherings  of  patrons  and  the  older  pupils. 

Supplementary  Readers. 

Seventy-three  supplementary  readers  have  been  added  to  the  read- 
ing list  of  the  elementary  schools.  This  has  greatly  increased  the 
interest  and  efficiency  of  the  work  in  reading.  Some  classes  read  as 
man}r  as  ten  of  these  books  in  a  year. 

Home  and  School  Gardening. 

For  six  or  seven  years  the  Head  of  the  Science  Department  of  the 
High  School  has  annually  arranged  for  the  purchase  of  twenty  thou- 
sand packages  of  flower  and  vegetable  seeds  and  for  four  or  five 
hundred  fruit  trees  to  be  planted  in  the  home  gardens  of  pupils. 


334  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

For  three  or  four  years  a  principal  of  one  of  the  grammar  schools 
has  secured  the  use  of  a  number  of  vacant  lots  which  he  had  fer- 
tilized and  put  into  condition  for  planting.  These  lots  have  then 
been  divided  into  small  plots  on  which  pupils  raised  flowers  and 
vegetables. 


WINTON— John  J.  Judge. 


The  year  which  closed  with  the  Commencement  June  10th,  1913, 
is  considered  to  be  one  of  the  successful  and  very  satisfactory  years 
in  the  history  of  the  schools  of  Winton. 

The  year  closed  with  an  enrollment  of  1,270  pupils,  of  whom  626 
were  boys  and  644  were  girls. 

We  are  in  sore  need  of  a  new  building  to  relieve  the  congestion  and 
the  school  district  now  holds  an  option  on  a  piece  of  land  with  the 
intention  of  erecting  a  ten  or  twelve  room  school  building  in  the 
near  future. 

I  think  the  professional  spirit  in  the  schools  is  growing  stronger. 
Principals  and  teachers  are  doing  better  work. 

We  wish  to  sincerely  thank  all  who  have  contributed  in  any  way 
to  the  success  of  our  work. 


YORK— A.  Wanner. 


No  unusual  features  have  characterized  the  administration  of  the 
schools  of  the  city  the  past  year,  with  one  exception.  That  exception 
relates  to  the  shop  instruction  introduced  last  year  and  briefly  out- 
lined in  the  Annual  Report  for  1912.  It  is  of  enough  importance  to 
warrant  the  restriction  of  this  communication  to  some  of  its  phases 
as  a  somewhat  disconnected  continuation  of  last  years  report. 

At  the  close  of  this  school  year  the  enrollment  in  the  industrial 
department  was  as  follows: 

Freshmen,   60 

Sophomores,    45 

Juniors,    28 

Total,   133 
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Two  years  ago  when  the  course  was  introduced,  the  present  junior 
class  numbered  40.     Losses  have  been  due  to  the  following: 

1.  Unable  to  keep  up  with  classes  in  school  work, 3 

2.  Moved  out  of  the  city,  1 

3.  Discharged  for  unsatisfactory  shop  work,   1 

4.  Transferred  to  commercial  course,   1 

5.  Accepted  shop  position  possessing  additional  advantages,  .  1 

6.  Discovered  an  instinctive  dislike  for  shop  work,    3 

7.  Compelled  to  leave  school  on  account  of  sickness, 2 

Last  year  there  were  no  losses  in  this  class. 

Two  years  ago,  when  organized,  the  present  Sophomore  class  num- 
bered 51.  In  two  years  21  have  dropped  out  for  the  following 
reasons : 

1.  Changed  to  other  courses  in  the  High  School,  9 

2.  Discovered  instinctive  dislike  for  shop  work  after  having 

tried  it,  

3.  Left  school  to  take  up  occupations  not  leading  to  trades,  . .  8 

4.  Moved  out  of  the  city,  2 

During  the  same  time  the  class  has  been  increased  from  the  fol- 
lowing sources: 

1.  Changed  from  other  courses  in  the  high  school  to  the  in- 

dustrial course  at  the  close  of  freshman  year, 13 

2.  Entered  the  course  from  the  shop  where  he  had  served  8 

months  as  a  regular  machinist's  apprentice,   1 

3.  Not  promoted  to  1914  class,  1 

These  statistics  are  given  at  length  because  the  changes  in  classes 
are  interesting  and  significant.  They  permit  of  different  conclusions. 
For  one  thing  they  show  that  the  pupils  are  "finding"  themselves 
while  there  is  time  and  opportunity  to  take  up  some  other  course. 

Boys  are  now  working  in  the  shops  under  the  following  heads: 
machinists,  patternmakers,  cabinet  makers,  plumbers,  automobile  re- 
pairers, automobile  builders. 

In  one  year,  beginning  with  June  1,  1912,  the  money  earned  by  all 
the  boys  amounted  to  $8,896.12 ;  and  the  total  from  the  beginning  of 
the  course  to  June  1,  1913,  amounted  to  $11,509.67. 

The  relations  between  school  and  shop  are  very  cordial.  It  is 
easier  to  place  boys  now  than  when  the  course  was  introduced,  be- 
cause those  who  have  already  been  employed,  as  a  rule,  have  demons- 
trated their  efficiency  and  made  commendable  shop  progress. 

The  course  is  developing  most  satisfactorily. 
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REPORTS   OF   PRINCIPALS   OF   STATE   NORMAL 

SCHOOLS 


FIRST   DISTRICT,   WEST   CHESTER. 


GEORGE   M.    PHILIPS,    Principal. 


The  school  year  which  has  just  ended  has  been,  from  the  stand- 
point of  attendance,  and  I  believe  in  every  other  way,  the  most  suc- 
cessful year  in  the  history  of  the  institution. 

The  total  enrollment  of  students  in  the  Normal  School  during  the 
year  reached  1,103,  and  the  total  number  of  graduates  in  the  regular 
normal  school  course  Avas  328.  Of  these,  241  graduated  in  the  old  or 
three  year's  course,  and  87  in  the  new  or  four  year's  course.  These 
figures  were  phenomenal,  and  were,  of  course,  partly  due  to  the  fact 
that  this  was  the  last  opportunity  to  graduate  in  the  three  years 
course.  222  students  in  the  third  year  class  were  recommended  to 
the  State  Board  of  Examiners  by  the  faculty  and  passed  its  exami- 
nation, and  will  represent  about  the  size  of  our  next  year's  senior 
class.  It  is  to  be  expected  that  our  attendance  will  fall  off  some- 
what, probably  by  about  the  difference  between  the  last  and  the  next 
senior  classes.  Those  who  have  been  long  connected  with  the  state 
normal  schools  of  Pennsylvania  will  remember  that  each  time  the 
normal  school  course  has  been  lengthened,  the  schools  have  tempo- 
rarily lost  in  attendance,  but  each  time  this  has  soon  been  made  up. 

Of  the  328  graduates: 

150  were  graduates  of  four  year  high  schools,  or  an  equivalent. 
58  were  graduates  of  three  year  high  schools. 
62  were  graduates  of  two  year  high  schools. 
14  had  attended  high  schools  for  one  year. 
3  had  been  college  students. 

The  average  age  of  the  graduates  was  almost  21  years,  and  the 
average  attendance  almost  exactly  two  and  a  half  years.  There 
were  51  young  men  in  the  class,  a  very  large  number  for  this  part  of 
the  state. 

The  third  session  of  our  summer  school  began  on  the  Monday  fol- 
lowing our  Commencement  Bay,  and  continued  for  five  weeks.  Its 
attendance  was  considerably  greater  than  last  year,  reaching  more 
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than  120  students.  It  did  excellent  work  and  its  students  were  en- 
thusiastic and  appreciative.  We  are  learning  from  our  experience 
that  its  chief  values  are: 

First.  To  give  teachers  and  those  who  are  about  to  begin  to  teach 
additional  knowledge  of  the  subjects  which  they  expect  to  teach,  es- 
pecially in  the  common  and  high  school  branches;  and  to  prepare 
them  for  securing  extra  branches  on  their  teachers'  certificates. 

Second.  To  afford  students  of  the  Normal  School,  and  occasionally 
of  neighboring  high  schools,  an  opportunity  to  bring  up  work  in 
which  they  were  conditioned,  either  in  the  Normal  School  or  on  their 
high  school  certificates. 

We  have  not  found  as  much  demand  for  work  in  special  branches 
and  in  the  various  departments  of  pedagogy  in  the  summer  school 
as  we  anticipated.  Our  teachers  are  much  encouraged  with  the  suc- 
cess of  the  school  this  year,  and  we  expect  to  continue  it. 

For  the  first  time,  we  have  been  able  to  arrange  to  give  mem- 
bers of  the  senior  class  an  opportunity  to  observe  and  do  practice 
teaching  in  ungraded  country  schools.  We  selected  five  country 
schools  within  convenient  distance  by  trolley  from  West  Chester, 
obtained  permission  from  their  boards  of  directors  and  their  teach- 
ers to  send  out  seniors  in  pairs  to  these  schools,  each  pair  spending 
one  week  in  observation  and  practice  in  a  school.  The  plan  has  been 
very  successful.  The  students  found  the  work  valuable  and  inter- 
esting and  the  teachers  of  these  schools  reported  that,  not  only  was 
this  work  no  detriment  to  their  school  work,  but  was  really  an  ad- 
vantage to  them.  We  selected,  of  course,  those  who  needed  it  most, 
confining  ourselves  to  such  prospective  graduates  as  had  had  little  or 
no  experience  as  pupils  in  such  schools  themselves.  We  expect  to 
continue  this  important  phase  of  our  work. 

But  the  most  important  occurrence  of  the  past  year  has  been  the 
execution  of  a  final  agreement  between  the  stockholders  and  trustees 
of  the  Normal  School  and  the  State  Board  of  Education,  for  the  sale 
of  the  property  of  the  school  and  the  transfer  of  its  management  and 
control  to  the  State. 

The  West  Chester  State  Normal  School  was  founded  in  1870-71, 
at  the  suggestion  of  State  Superintendent  James  P.  Wickersham. 

The  West  Chester  Academy  and  the  Chester  County  Cabinet  of 
Natural  Sciences,  of  West  Chester,  both  owned  valuable  properties 
here.  The  careers  of  both  these  institutions  seemed  to  have  ended 
and  the  owners  of  their  properties  sold  them  and  gave  the  proceeds, 
amounting  to  about  $30,000,  toward  the  establishment  of  a  State 
Normal  School  for  the  First  District.  Other  considerable  gifts  were 
also  made,  so  that  there  was  given  outright  at  the  beginning  $43,500. 
825  shares  of  stock  were  sold  and  paid  for  at  $50  per  share,  making 
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a  total  amount  derived  from  the  sale  of  stock  of  $41,250.  Since  that 
time  the  State  has  contributed  $384,000,  all  of  which  has  gone  into 
the  school's  property. 

In  1010,  567  shares  of  the  stock  were  paid  for  out  of  the  school's 
treasury  at  their  par  value  of  $50  per  share,  leaving  but  258  shares 
outstanding,  which  cost  originally  $50  per  share,  or  $12,900. 

The  following  tabulated  statement  gives  its  financial  history 
briefly : 

Present  value  of  school's  property,  $887,459 

Outstanding  bonds,    95,000 

Net  value  of  school's  assets, $792,459 

Of  this  the  State  gave, $384,000 

Stockholders  subscribed,    12,900 

Contributors  gave,   43,500 

440,400 


Leaving  the  school's  earnings, $352,059 


On  January  1st  last,  the  stockholders  of  the  school,  by  unanimous 
vote,  decided  to  sell  their  property  to  the  State,  under  the  provisions 
of  the  new  school  code,  at  a  par  value  of  $50  per  share,  and  on  July 
29th  the  Board  of  Trustees,  also  by  unanimous  vote,  and  the  State 
Board  of  Education,  agreed  upon  and  executed  a  formal  agreement 
embodying  the  terms  of  the  sale,  which  was  approved  by  Governor 
Tener. 

On  July  30th,  a  deed  for  the  real  estate  and  a  bill  of  sale  for  the 
personal  property,  executed  by  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  the  pur- 
chase money  agreed  upon,  $12,900,  were  deposited  in  the  hands  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  West  Chester,  awaiting  the  dissolution  of 
the  corporation,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  agreement,  the  trus- 
tees agreeing  to  secure  the  dissolution  of  the  corporation  as  quickly 
as  practicable.  The  attorney  for  the  Normal  School  who  supervised 
the  drawing  up  of  the  agreement,  says  that  the  dissolution  will  be 
effected  and  the  transfer  to  the  State  made  by  October  1st  next. 

I  believe  that  in  no  other  way  than  by  State  ownership  and  man- 
agement can  the  future  growth  and  success  of  the  Normal  Schools  of 
Pennsylvania  be  assured,  and  I  predict  that  it  will  be  but  a  few 
years  until  all  of  these  schools  will  come  under  State  ownership  and 
control,  a  consummation  greatly  to  be  desired. 
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SECOND  DISTRICT,  MILLERSVILLE. 


P.    M.    HARBOLD,    Principal. 


The  school  year  of  1912-1913  was  in  many  respects  a  good  one  for 
Millersville,  while  in  others  it  was  one  of  the  saddest.  Within  the 
space  of  fourteen  months,  the  Normal  School  mourned  the  loss, 
through  death,  of  three  of  its  former  principals,  all  very  successful 
and  influential. 

The  death  of  Dr.  Shaub  removes  the  third  of  a  notable  trio  of 
Lancaster  county  educators— Edward  Brooks,  E.  O.  Lyte  and  B.  F. 
Shaub.  It  is  a  noteworthy  circumstance  that  all  the  surviving  ex- 
principals  of  the  Millersville  Normal  School  should  pass  away  in- 
side of  fourteen  months.  Dr.  Brooks  at  Overbrook  on  June  29,  1912, 
Dr.  Lyte  in  Lancaster  on  January  3d,  and  Dr.  Shaub  on  August  31st 
of  the  present  year.  The  first  held  the  principalship  from  1865  to 
1883;  the  second  from  1883  to  1887;  the  third  from  1887  to  1912. 
Dr.  Brooks  died  at  the  age  of  83,  Dr.  Lyte  at  70  and  Dr.  Shaub  at  73. 
Dr.  Brooks  was  a  native  of  New  York  state  but  came  to  Millersville 
in  1856.  Drs.  Lyte  and  Shaub  were  born  in  Lancaster  county,  and 
in  boyhood  their  homes  were  but  a  few  miles  apart,  as  the  Lytes 
lived  on  a  farm  at  Bird-in-Hand,  the  Shaubs  on  a  farm  close  to  Stras- 
burg.  Both  were  students  under  Dr.  Brooks  and  were  graduated 
during  his  incumbency;  the  former  in  1868  and  the  latter  in  1869. 

The  attendance  during  the  past  school  year  was  as  follows : 

Resident  graduates,   10 

Seniors,     186 

Juniors,     86 

Sophomores,    IOC 

Freshmen,    167 

Preparatory,    qq 

Special,    5 

Total,     626 

Model  school, 320 

Total,     946 


There  were  182  graduated  on  the  25th  of  June.  Nearly  all  of 
these  have  good  positions.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  so  many  of  our 
Normal  School  graduates  are  going  to  New  Jersey  to  teach  there. 
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Salaries  and  a  longer  school  term  are  attracting  the  best  prepared 
teachers,  while  the  untrained  teachers  are  teaching  in  the  rural 
schools  of  Pennsylvania.  How  long  will  our  State  continue  this 
back-handed  policy? 

A  Summer  School  was  opened  June  30,  1918,  and  continued  for 
six  weeks.  This  school  was  attended  by  ninety-seven  students.  The 
experiment  served  to  promise  enough  to  warrant  the  continuance  of 
the  Summer  School. 

We  are  sorry  that  the  prepared  tAVO-year  course  of  study  for  gradu- 
ates of  first  class  high  schools  was  not  finally  established.  It  is 
hoped  that  some  satisfactory  plan  may  be  arranged  which  will  meet 
the  approval  of  all  the  Principals  and  the  State  Superintendent. 

At  the  same  time  provision  ought  to  be  made  for  a  special  short 
course,  let  us  say  two  years,  for  students  who  are  not  graduates  of 
first  class  high  schools  and  who  are  preparing  to  teach  in  the  public 
schools  of  the  State.  This  course  is  necessary,  say  some  of  our  most 
wide-awake  county  superintendents,  because  (1)  the  majority  of  rural 
schools  have  teachers  in  charge  without  any  professional  training 
and  the  full  four  year  Normal  Course  is  too  much  of  an  advance  in- 
vestment for  the  rural  boys  and  girls  who  want  to  teach,  and  who 
will  be  the  best  teachers  of  rural  schools.  (2)  In  addition  to  the 
foregoing,  it  is  probably  too  much  to  require  a  student  to  spend 
four  years  in  a  high  school  and  two  more  in  a  normal  school  to  pre- 
pare to  teach  at  a  salary  ranging  from  $40  to  f 60,  for  a  term  of 
seven  months.  In  my  humble  judgment,  it  would  be  a  wise  thing 
from  every  point  of  view  to  establish  a  two-year  course. 

Some  of  the  county  superintendents  will  be  willing  to  accept  a 
certificate  for  good  work  done  at  a  State  Normal  School  in  lieu  of 
an  examination  for  a  provisional  certificate.  It  will  not  be  long 
till  all  will  be  glad  to  have  the  trained  teacher  in  preference  to  an 
untrained  one. 

Four  changes  in  the  faculty  became  necessary  on  account  of  resig- 
nations. As  teacher  of  German,  Miss  Anna  Duncan  (A.  B.,  North- 
western University),  a  teacher  of  years  of  successful  experience  was 
elected.  Miss  Bernice  Curry,  Falls  Creek,  Pa.,  a  graduate  of  Ober- 
lin  Kindergarten  Training  School,  was  elected  kindergartener  and 
primary  supervisor.  Miss  Louise  M.  Crowell,  West  Dennis,  Mass., 
will  be  in  charge  of  the  Music  Department.  Miss  Crowell  has 
specialized  and  supervised  in  cities,  public  school  music.  Miss 
Marion  Coursen  will  be  teacher  of  piano. 

A  special  course  in  Rural  School  problems  and  Rural  School 
methods  will  be  in  charge  of  Miss  Nan  Mildren,  who  has  been  a  suc- 
cessful supervisor  of  rural  schools. 

We  believe  in  the  Normal  School  principle  and  hope  to  live  up  to 
its  highest  ideal. 
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THIRD  DISTRICT,  KUTZTOWN. 


A.  C.  ROTHERMEL,  Principal. 


On  the  25  th  of  June  we  closed  a  very  prosperous  school  year.  We 
graduated  203  students,  the  largest  number  in  the  history  of  the 
school  and  granted  the  new  diploma  to  a  number  of  graduates  in  the 
three  years'  course,  who  completed  the  added  subjects  of  the  new 
course. 

Work  on  the  new  library  building  was  begun  March  17,  1913. 
The  Ochs  Construction  Company,  of  Allentown,  Pa.,  was  awarded 
the  contract  for  the  construction  of  this  building,  and  under  the 
efficient  management  of  this  company  the  work  has  advanced  with 
considerable  rapidity.  At  this  writing  the  exterior  of  the  building 
is  practically  completed.  The  building  stone  used  in  the  construc- 
tion of  this  building  is  North  Carolina  granite.  This  stone  gives 
the  building  the  appearance  of  massiveness  and  solidity. 

The  class  of  1913  "recognizing  their  indebtedness  to  their  alma 
mater,  for  which  no  adequate  return  has  been  made,  or  can  be  made, 
financially,"  presented  to  the  school  a  mural  painting  by  Prof.  H. 
W.  Sharadin,  the  teacher  of  the  graphic  arts  in  the  Keystone  State 
Normal  School.  This  beautiful  painting  has  been  placed  on  the 
southern  wall,  directly  back  of  the  rostrum  in  the  chapel  building. 
This  painting  measuring  18  2-3  feet  by  9  feet  is  an  allegorical  group, 
educational  and  religious  in  its  symbolism.  The  gift  is  indicative 
of  the  spirit  of  loyalty  that  characterized  the  class,  and  the  painting 
itself  wonderful  in  its  conception  and  execution  testifies  to  the 
creative  power  and  executive  skill  of  the  artist. 

During  the  year  death  claimed  two  members  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees — Mr.  Daniel  H.  Schwever  and  James  H.  Marx,  Esq.  Mr. 
Schweyer  was  a  member  of  the  Board  for  19  years.  As  a  business 
man  of  wide  and  successful  experience  he  was  in  a  position  to  ren- 
der the  school  valuable  service.  His  judgment  on  matters  of  finance 
was  sound,  and  he  always  stood  for  progress.  Mr.  Schwever  was  a 
man  of  culture,  dignified  bearing  and  strong  character. 

Mr.  Marx  was  a  member  of  the  class  of  1868,  the  first  class  to 
graduate  from  this  institution.  He  was  Superintendent  of  the 
Model  School  for  several  years,  a  member  of  the  Board  for  16  years, 
and  the  President  for  nearly  14  years.  Mr.  Marx  was  a  close  stu- 
dent, a  fine  scholar,  and  a  splendid  type  of  man.  His  sound  judg- 
ment, profound  knowledge  of  men  and  affairs,  and  sincerity  of  pur- 
pose, enabled  him  to  render  great  service  to  the  Keystone  State  Nor- 
mal School  in  whose  welfare  he  was  vitally  interested. 
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FOURTH  DISTRICT,  EAST  STROUDSBURG. 


E.   L.   KEMP,  Principal. 


The  past  year  was  a  fairly  good  one.  During  the  year  we  made 
great  improvement  in  the  appearance  of  our  property  and  added 
much  to  its  value,  and  the  Alumni  of  the  school  gave  evidence  of 
their  loyalty  by  contributing  liberally  for  the  erection  of  a  handsome 
main  entrance  to  the  campus.  The  one  source  of  discomfort  during 
the  year  was  the  size  of  the  Senior  class,  because  it  constantly  kept 
us  in  mind  of  the  large  number  preparing  to  graduate  and  the  small 
number  ready  to  take  their  places.  We  already  feel  that  we  shall 
repeat  the  experiences  of  past  changes  in  the  course  of  study.  As 
we  anticipated,  there  has  been  a  decided  drop  in  the  attendance  as 
there  was  when  making  the  change  from  1902  to  1903,  when  we 
passed  from  two  to  the  three  year  course.  Some  of  the  drop  this 
year,  however,  was  due  to  the  unreasonable  and  censurable  can- 
vass for  students  carried  on  by  some  of  the  other  Normal  schools. 

I  suppose  all  the  other  schools,  like  ourselves,  feel  that  the  drop 
in  attendance  due  to  the  change  in  the  course  of  study  is  a  source 
of  greater  discomfort  than  formerly,  because  of  the  increased  cost  of 
maintaining  the  schools.  It  makes  us  feel,  also,  that  it  was  a  great 
misfortune  that  the  legislature  could  not  be  persuaded  to  be  more 
liberal  in  our  support.  The  State  of  Pennsylvania  certainly  is  not 
dealing  generously  or  wisely  with  its  Normal  Schools,  and  however 
desirable  it  may  be  for  the  State  to  get  possession  of  the  schools, 
in  this  time  of  transition  it  certainly  was  not  wise  to  push  the  sale 
of  the  schools  at  the  sacrifice  of  a  possible  larger  maintenance  appro- 
priation. 


FIFTH  DISTRICT,  MANSFIELD. 


ANDREW  THOMAS   SMITH,   Principal. 

The  year  just  closed — the  fifty-first  of  the  school's  existence  as  a 
Normal  School — has  been  a  most  gratifying  one  in  many  particulars. 

Notwithstanding  the  ravages  of  an  epidemic  of  measles,  in  which 
almost  two  hundred  children  were  absent  from  the  Model  School  and 
sixty  from  the  Normal  School,  the  scholastic  and  general  educational 
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accomplishments  of  the  year  have  been  all  that  could  reasonably  be 
wished. 

The  ethical  standards  of  the  student  body  have  been  kept  high, 
their  social  life  has  been  most  refined,  and  their  scholastic  endeavors 
have  been  intense.  All  this  has  been  crowned  by  a  genuinely  suc- 
cessful outcome  of  the  State  Board  examinations  and  by  commence- 
ment exercises  of  a  high  order. 

On  the  material  side  the  year  has  brought  into  process  of  erection 
an  actual  "Model"  school  building.  This  is  a  reinforced  concrete 
structure,  made  entirely  fire-proof,  fitted  with  the  very  latest  ap- 
proved appliances  for  heating,  ventilating  and  lighting,  and  made 
amply  large  for  the  growing  needs  of  the  community  for  years  to 
come.  It  contains  both  indoor  and  outdoor  provisions  for  play,  a 
commodious  assembly  room,  and  the  best  sanitary  toilet  arrange- 
ments. When  completed  it  is  to  serve  not  only  for  our  model  school, 
now  part  of  a  system  of  consolidated  schools,  but  also  as  a  social 
center  for  the  neighborhood. 

Having  graduated  this  year  the  last  class  of  the  three  year  course, 
and  also  the  first  of  the  four  year  course,  we  sent  out  much  the 
largest  company  in  the  school's  history. 

With  so  many  departing  by  the  way  of  graduation,  we  shall  doubt- 
less have  a  somewhat  smaller  school  for  next  year ;  but  the  prospects 
at  this  date  are  as  fine  as  ever  they  were,  and  the  enrollment  of  new 
students  is  uncommonly  large. 

Through  our  enlarged  buildings,  provision  is  being  made  for  an 
extension  of  the  work  in  Manual  Training,  Domestic  Science  and 
Biology. 


SIXTH  DISTRICT,  BLOOMSBURG. 


D.  J.  WALLER,  JR.,  Principal. 


The  attendance  was  slightly  below  that  of  the  previous  year.  There 
were  few  changes  in  the  corps  of  teachers.  The  health  of  the  school, 
both  of  teachers  and  of  students,  was  good,  and  a  favorable  augury 
for  the  future  is  found  in  the  fact  that  the  water  supplied  to  the  in- 
stitution for  all  purposes  is  from  a  capacious  filter  of  the  most  ap- 
proved kind  recently  installed  by  the  Water  Company,  at  a  cost  of 
nearly  $100,000.00,  which  not  only  eliminates  the  sediment  but  also 
neutralizes  unwholesome  bacteria. 
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The  year  brings  to  an  end  the  three  years'  course  of  study  and 
marks,  as  well,  the  first  graduation  of  students  in  the  course  of 
four  years.  The  work  in  domestic  science  and  in  agriculture  has  been 
put  upon  a  firm  footing,  but  any  further  report  upon  these  subjects 
will  be  deferred  to  another  year. 

Nothing  has  developed,  while  the  two  courses  have  existed  side-by- 
side,  to  awaken  any  doubt  regarding  the  wisdom  of  lengthening  the 
course.  The  only  disadvantage  that  may  arise  from  the  change  is 
a  possible  diminution  in  the  number  of  young  men.  It  is  as  yet  too 
early  to  be  positive  upon  this  point. 


SEVENTH    DISTRICT,    SHIPPENSBURG. 


EZRA  LEHMAN,   Principal. 


As  I  assumed  the  principalship  of  the  Cumberland  Valley  State 
Normal  School  the  first  of  July,  1013,  my  first  report  will  neces- 
sarily be  very  brief. 

The  school  under  the  administration  of  my  predecessor,  Dr.  S.  A. 
Martin,  was  well  attended  during  the  past  year,  many  pupils  taking 
advantage  of  the  last  opportunity  offered  to  complete  the  course  in 
three  years.  The  senior  class  consisted  of  27  men  and  69  women. 
All  of  those  who  desired  to  teach  have  obtained  places  in  the  public 
schools.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  a  number  have  returned  to  take  up 
the  fourth  year  work  in  the  new  course. 

The  Commencement  Address  was  delivered  by  Prof.  George  McLean 
Harper,  of  Princeton  University,  and  was  an  able  and  inspiring 
talk  to  our  students. 

The  Alumni  exercises  were  more  largely  attended  than  had  been 
the  case  for  a  number  of  years.  The  presence  of  so  large  a  body  of 
our  graduates  and  the  enthusiasm  displayed  augurs  well  for  the  con- 
tinued prosperity  of  our  school.  The  play  given  by  the  Alumni  As- 
sociation netted  a  considerable  increase  to  the  fund  started  some 
years  ago  to  help  students  who  could  not  otherwise  complete  the 
course. 

With  the  exception  of  the  change  in  principals,  the  faculty  re- 
mains much  the  same  as  last  year.  Prof.  George  B.  Ely  leaves  us 
to  complete  his  theological  course  and  Prof.  H.  W.  Snyder,  formerly 
of  Slipperv  Pock  Normal  School,  comes  to  our  school  as  the  teacher 
of  Physical  Training. 
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I  regret  to  say  that  our  new  model  school  building  is  not  yet  com- 
pleted, but  we  sincely  hope  that  it  may  be  ready  for  occupancy  next 
year.  Our  model  school  is  doing  splendid  work,  but  we  are  very 
much  handicapped  by  the  crowded  quarters  which  we  are  forced  to 
occupy  until  our  new  building  is  available. 

The  outlook  for  a  successful  year  is  very  good.  While  the  four 
year  course  may  result  in  temporary  decrease  in  the  number  of  stu- 
dents, I  believe  that  such  condition  will  be  only  temporary,  and 
that  the  adoption  of  the  new  course  will  prove  to  have  been  a  very 
wise  policy. 


EIGHTH  DISTRICT,  LOCK  HAVEN. 


GEORGE  P.   SINGER,   Principal. 


The  36th  annual  commencement  of  the  Central  State  Normal 
School  June  25th,  1913,  marked  the  close  of  a  very  prosperous  year. 
One  hundred  and  eleven  young  people  received  diplomas  of  gradu- 
ation in  the  three  year  course  and  nine  young  ladies  had  the  honor 
of  being  the  first  class  to  graduate  in  the  four  year  course. 

During  the  summer  vacation  of  1912  a  number  of  decided  improve- 
ments were  made  at  the  school,  among  which  was  the  tearing  out  of 
the  old  lighting  system,  which  was  put  in  when  the  school  was  built, 
and  the  installation  of  a  modern  system  at  the  cost  of  $4,000.00.  This 
is  claimed  to  be  the  most  safe  and  economical  system  devised  and 
which  is  fully  approved  by  the  National  Board  of  Fire  Insurance 
Underwriters.  The  treasurer's  office  was  removed  to  the  front  of 
the  building  connecting  with  the  main  office  on  first  floor  and  a  well 
appointed  art  studio  takes  the  place  of  the  old  book  room.  The  do- 
mestic science  department,  which  is  a  new  departure  required  by 
the  new  four  year  course  of  study,  was  opened  on  the  second  floor 
in  charge  of  Miss  Donna  Phillips,  a  graduate  of  Drexel.  A  fully 
equipped  kitchen  and  dining  room  are  interesting  features  of  this 
department  where  instruction  in  practical  housekeeping  along  econo- 
mical, scientific  and  hygienic  lines  is  taught.  In  another  room 
lessons  in  sewing  are  given,  beginning  with  the  most  elementary  in- 
struction and  gradually  developing  until  students  are  able  to  make 
their  own  plain  clothing  and  to  do  plain  sewing  of  all  kinds. 

A  large  class  room  was  fitted  up  for  manual  training  and  placed  in 
charge  of  Prof.  C.  C.  Bice,  a  graduate  of  the  Hayes  Kansas  Normal 
School.     Two  new  critic  teachers  were  added  to  the  Training  School, 
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namely,  Miss  Virginia  Eboch  of  Philipsburg  and  Miss  Helen  E. 
Rhoads  of  Westown,  Pa.  Miss  Ruth  M.  LeFevre  was  elected  to  the 
department  of  expression.  She  is  a  graduate  of  the  Woman's  Col- 
lege, Frederick,  Md.     Mrs.  Helen  Mason  Clapp  was  elected  librarian. 

During  the  summer  of  1912  there  was  a  successful  summer  session 
in  which  were  about  one  hundred  students  enrolled,  and  judging  by 
the  spirit  of  those  attending  and  the  work  accomplished  it  was  emi- 
nently successful.  The  students  of  the  summer  school  were  teachers 
who  were  eager  to  make  progress  in  their  courses  and  this  made  it  a 
pleasure  to  teach  them.  During  the  year  the  school  was  visited 
by  a  large  number  of  city  and  county  superintendents  and  we  hope 
that  these  visits  will  become  more  frequent.  The  newspapers  of 
Lock  Haven  have  been  very  helpful  in  keeping  the  Normal  School 
before  the  people,  and  we  desire  to  express  our  thanks  to  the  pub- 
lishers. 

In  conclusion,  we  are  gratified  to  say  that  the  prospects  of  the 
Normal  School  were  never  brighter  than  at  the  present  time.  We 
extend  our  thanks  to  the  Department  for  courtesies  shown. 


NINTH  DISTRICT,  INDIANA. 


JAMES  E.  AMENT,  Principal. 


At  the  thirty-ninth  commencement  of  this  institution,  held  in 
June,  of  this  year,  325  people  received  its  diploma.  Forty  of  these 
Seniors  were  graduated  from  the  four-year  Normal  Course,  and  230 
from  the  three-year  Normal  Course,  a  total  of  270.  The  remaining 
55  were  graduating  from  either  the  Business  School  or  the  Music  Con- 
servatory. 

This  closing  year  was,  in  our  judgment,  successful  and  was  very 
gratifying  to  the  authorities  of  the  school.  The  total  enrollment  of 
students  during  the  school  year  had  reached  1,517,  of  whom  239  were 
Training  School  students. 

In  the  early  spring  our  trustees  let  a  contract  for  a  Central  Heat 
and  Light  Plant,  to  cost  about  fl  15,000. 

That  this  plant  might  be  most  suitably  located,  the  Board  pur- 
chased ground  off  the  campus,  and  lying  adjacent  to  the  Pennsylva- 
nia Railroad,  enabling  us  to  dump  the  coal  into  our  bunker  direct 
from  the  cars. 

This  plant  is  to  heat  all  our  buildings,  furnish  both  electric  and 
steam  power  for  all  purposes,  and  light.  It  is,  indeed,  a  much  needed 
improvement.       Heretofore  we  have  purchased  our  light  from  the 
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local  electric  company.  Our  heating  has  heen  done  by  boilers,  put  in 
as  the  institution  was  built,  and,  therefore,  scattered  about.  The 
plant  is  expected  to  be  completed  by  the  first  of  November. 

Indiana  was  fortunate  in  opening  the  present  school  year  with  but 
few  changes  in  its  faculty,  there  being  but  four  teachers,  in  a  force 
of  sixty,  who  were  new.  Two  were  in  the  music  faculty  and  two 
in  the  Normal  faculty. 

Miss  Hope  Stewart,  who  for  many  years  has  been  one  of  the  Train- 
ing Teachers,  is  on  leave  of  absence  this  year. 

On  account  of  the  advance  in  prices  at  this  school,  and  the  closing 
of  the  three-year  course,  we  expected  our  attendance  to  fall  off  con- 
siderably. Happily,  however,  our  school  is  nearly  as  large  as  it  was 
last  year.  The  entire  difference,  amounting  to  about  fifty,  in  the 
Senior  class,  is  accounted  for  by  the  number  who  came  to  Indiana 
last  year  to  embrace  the  last  opportunity  to  finish  in  the  three-year 
course. 


TENTH  DISTRICT— CALIFORNIA. 


W.   S.   HERTZOG,   Principal. 


The  resignation  of  Dr.  H.  B.  Davis,  during  commencement  week, 
1912,  that  he  might  accept  the  Principalship  of  the  Training  School 
of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh  at  a  transition  period  in  the  development 
of  the  work  of  the  Normal  Schools  in  Pennsylvania,  was  a  serious 
matter  for  the  Southwestern  State  Normal  School.  The  present 
Principal  began  his  work  August  1,  and  the  following  year  was  a 
notable  one  because  of  the  marked  changes  which  were  taking  place. 
The  last  class  in  the  three-year  course  was  in  the  institution  along 
with  the  first  class  to  graduate  in  the  new  four-year  course,  the  com- 
bination producing  the  record  breaking  class  of  169  in  the  teacher- 
training  course.  This  year  marked  the  agitation  and  successful  is- 
sue in  the  question  of  State  ownership,  and  the  Legislature  has  taken 
the  step  which  renders  the  intention  of  the  new  school  code  active 
and  useful.  I  believe  that  State  ownership  of  Normal  Schools  in 
Pennsylvania  is  the  best  advance  movement  in  the  school  year  which 
just  closed.  Our  officials  were  unanimously  in  favor  of  it,  and  did 
all  they  could  to  secure  the  happy  result.  Hardly  had  the  school 
year  opened  when  the  school  and  the  community  suffered  a  great 
loss  in  the  death  of  Mr.  John  N.  Dixon,  Sept.  24,  1913,  who  had  been 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  for  more  than  46  years,  and  had 


No.  7.  STATE  NORMAL   SCHOOLS.  349 

been  its  honored  President.  For  two  years  he  had  been  President 
emeritus.  His  devotion  to  the  business  interests  of  this  school, 
well  deserves  the  lasting  monument  our  most  recently  erected  build- 
ing, Dixon  Hall,  which  will  preserve  his  memory  in  the  years  to  come. 

October  15th  was  set  apart  by  the  Board  of  Trustees  for  the  formal 
inauguration  of  the  new  Principal.  The  presence  of  many  invited 
guests,  and  the  prominent  educators  of  Southwestern  Pennsylvania, 
made  this  more  than  an  ordinary  occasion.  The  program  included 
addresses  by  Senator  W.  E.  Crow,  one  of  the  trustees,  by  his  Ex- 
cellency, the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  John  K.  Tener,  and  Supt. 
Samuel  Hamilton,  Allegheny.  Principal  Schaeffer,  of  Clarion,  was 
also  present.  At  five  o'clock  in  the  evening  a  luncheon,  in  honor  of 
Gov.  Tener,  was  given.  Among  the  speakers  on  that  occasion  were 
Hon.  T.  S.  Crago,  Waynesburg,  Mrs.  Mary  G.  Noss,  Vice  Principal, 
Principal  Wm.  McVey,  Canonsburg,  Mr.  Tom  Sloan,  Charleroi,  Hon. 
Henry  Houck,  Harrisburg,  and  Hon.  J.  A.  Berkey,  Somerset. 

Near  the  close  of  the  year  Dr.  C.  L.  Ehrenfeld,  who  had  been  an 
instructor  in  the  Institution,  and  in  the  early  days,  Principal,  re- 
signed on  account  of  age  and  to  enjoy  a  well  earned  rest.  His  cheery 
presence  and  valuable  counsel  will  be  much  missed  by  a  host  of 
friends. 

When  the  State  Board  of  Examiners  handed  in  their  report  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  examinations,  all  hearts  were  made  glad  to  know 
that  every  student  recommended  had  passed,  in  the  classes  under 
examination.  In  all  departments  176  were  graduated,  being  23 
greater  than  any  previous  class.  Fifty-three  students  passed  the 
third-year  examinations.  This  large  Senior  class  introduced  an  in- 
novation in  preparing  a  class  book  called  the  "Calnorsean."  It  is 
hoped  that  this  precedent  may  be  followed  by  succeeding  classes. 
The  book  produced  was  very  creditable,  indeed. 

The  Commencement  exercises  were  of  a  high  order.  The  Bacca- 
laureate sermon  was  preached  by  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  State 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  and  the  Commencement  ad- 
dress on  "Sympathy  and  Culture"  was  delivered  by  President  Miner 
Lee  Bates,  of  Hiram  College,  Hiram,  Ohio. 

I  wish  to  thank  all  who  have  contributed  to  the  success  of  my  first 
year's  work.  This  institution  faces  a  bright  future,  because  of  the 
rapidly  expanding  industrial  activity  in  Southwestern  Pennsylvania. 
It  hopes  to  meet  the  needs  of  thousands  of  schools  in  the  six  counties 
which  employ  most  of  its  graduates. 


350  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 


ELEVENTH  DISTRICT,  SLIPPERY  ROCK. 


ALBERT  E.   MALTBY,   Principaal. 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion the  twenty-fifth  annual  report  of  the  Normal  School  of  the 
Eleventh  School  District. 

This  year  just  closed  has  been  one  of  great  increase  in  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  Slippery  Rock  State  Normal  School.  The  attendance 
during  the  year  was  large,  and  the  graduating  class,  numbering  two 
hundred  and  fifty-nine  members,  exceeds  all  previous  records  of  the 
school.  Notwithstanding  the  large  number  of  graduates,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  class  experienced  little  difficulty  in  securing  positions  in 
the  public  schools.  The  character  and  conduct  of  the  students  in 
general  has  been  a  source  of  pleasure  to  the  authorities  of  the  insti- 
tution. 

The  members  of  the  faculty  deserve  praise  at  my  hands  for  their 
earnest  efforts  to  build  up  and  preserve  the  reputation  of  the  Slip- 
pery Rock  State  Normal  School.  Several  teachers  have  recently 
been  secured  to  take  charge  of  different  positions  in  the  school,  and 
to  meet  the  needs  arising  from  the  new  four-year  course.  Miss 
Gladys  Jones  of  Lawrence,  Long  Island,  has  been  chosen  as  teacher 
of  domestic  science;  Miss  Alice  Davidson  of  Saco,  Maine,  as  teacher 
of  public  speaking;  Miss  Beatrix  Mary,  of  Lansing,  Michigan,  as 
teacher  of  Latin;  E.  C.  Hawley,  late  of  Columbia  University,  as 
teacher  of  pedagogy;  and  N.  Kerr  Thompson,  Ursinus  '12,  as  director 
of  athletics  and  assistant  in  mathematics.  All  the  new  faculty 
members  have  had  special  training  in  their  several  lines  of  work,  and 
will  add  to  the  efficiency  of  the  corps  of  teachers. 

During  the  summer  vacation  much  work  has  been  done  to  render 
the  buildings  more  attractive.  Paper,  painting  and  new  furnishings 
have  done  much  to  freshen  and  beautify  the  interior  of  the  dormito- 
ries. The  halls  and  classrooms  of  the  main  building  and  of  the 
Model  school  have  been  painted  and  renovated,  and  thus  placed  in 
excellent  condition  for  the  opening  of  school. 

The  trustees  have  decided  to  equip  thoroughly  the  rooms  occupied 
by  the  deyia :  tment.  of  domestic  science,  especially  in  that  branch 
relating  to  the  work  in  cooking.  Fifteen  sets  of  tables  have  been 
arranged  in  hollow  square  according  to  approved  methods,  and  the 
necessary  gas-stoves,  ranges,  and  supply  cabinets  secured.  Much 
interest  has  been  aroused  by  the  introduction  of  this  work.  It  is 
believed  that  direct  scientific  instruction  in  regard  to  the  food-prin- 
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ciples  to  be  found  in  the  simple  food-products  will  do  much  to  im- 
prove conditions  in  the  present  day.  Home  economics  will  become  a 
science  in  which  the  practical  application  of  physics  and  chemistry 
will  lead  to  excellent  results.  Economy  in  housekeeping  means 
wealth  to  the  household.  Instruction  in  domestic  art  along  various 
lines  of  sewing  and  dressmaking  has  been  given  for  several  years 
past  in  this  institution,  and  will  be  continued  with  improved  facili- 
ties and  opportunities.  Systematic  work  in  manual  training  has 
been  very  successful  in  this  institution,  and  the  expert  supervision 
of  Miss  Inis  F.  McClymonds  has  reached  such  results  that  the  pupils 
see  that  such  teaching  involves  mind  culture  as  well  as  mere  training 
of  the  hand. 


TWELFTH  DISTRICT,  EDINBORO. 


FRANK  E.   BAKER,   Principal. 


The  attendance  for  the  fall  and  winter  terms  was  slightly  above 
that  of  the  previous  year,  and  for  the  spring  term  slightly  below. 
The  falling  off  in  the  spring  term  was  partly  due  to  the  new  course 
of  study  and  partly  due  to  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  teachers  . 
wishing  to  teach  on  provisional  certificates.  A  more  uniform  attend- 
ance throughout  the  year  is  highly  desirable.  The  tendency  to  take 
review  work  during  the  spring  term  to  prepare  for  the  provisional 
certificate  is  not  good  from  any  standpoint. 

Ninety-five  seniors  were  graduated  in  the  three  year  course  and  ten 
in  the  four  year  course.  Seventy-four  juniors  were  enrolled  in  the 
four  year  course;  fifty-one  were  recommended  to  the  State  Board 
and  passed  to  the  Senior  year. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  steady  educational  progress.  The 
most  notable  features  have  been  the  development  of  the  department 
of  manual  training  and  agriculture.  The  re-organized  commercial 
department  made  a  most  excellent  record,  sending  several  of  its 
graduates  into  good  commercial  school  positions. 

The  most  notable  event  of  the  year  was  the  securing  of  a  contract 
with  the  borough  of  Edinboro  whereby  the  first  eight  grades  of  the 
public  school  are  to  be  used  as  a  training  school  for  the  Normal. 
This  insures  the  Edinboro  Normal  an  adequate  training  school  for 
the  first  time  in  twenty  years. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  most  excellent  faculty  which  has 
helped  me  so  loyally  for  the  past  two  years  is  to  remain  practically 
unchanged  next  year. 
23 


352  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc 


THIRTEENTH  DISTRICT,  CLARION. 


JOHN  BALLENTINE,  Acting  Principal. 


The  twenty-sixth  commencement  was  held  July  1,  1913.  There 
were  one  hundred  fifty-eight  graduates.  Thirty  of  these  were  young- 
men.  Three  of  the  young  men  and  ten  of  the  young  women  com- 
pleted the  four  year  course. 

Sixty-eight  State  Normal  Life  Diplomas  were  granted.  One  stu- 
dent received  the  degree  of  Master  of  Pedagogy;  another,  that  of 
Bachelor  of  Pedagogy.  A  number  of  the  graduates  had  additional 
subjects  added  to  their  diplomas.  This  advanced  work  is  an  evidence 
of  a  good  professional  spirit.  The  majority  of  our  graduating  class 
were  elected  to  positions  before  Commencement  Day.  School  Boards 
manifested  a  preference  for  those  who  had  completed  the  four  year 
course. 

Thirty-five  Juniors  were  admitted  to  Senior  standing.  The  length- 
ening of  the  course  accounts  for  the  smallness  of  this  class.  There 
are  ninety-nine  registered  in  the  Sophomore  class  and  seventy-six  in 
the  Freshman.  As  there  are  few  first  class  high  schools  in  this  dis- 
trict, it  will  require  several  years  to  secure  a  large  graduating  class. 

Six  hundred  and  four  students  were  enrolled  during  the  year. 
In  the  fall  term  there  were  three  hundred  fifty-seven ;  in  the  winter 
term  three  hundred  eigh ty- three ;  in  the  spring  term  five  hundred 
forty-six. 

There  have  been  but  few  changes  in  the  faculty.  Five  members 
have  served  an  average  of  almost  two  decades.  The  new  department 
of  domestic  science  is  well  equipped  and  occupies  two  rooms  on  the 
first  floor  of  Science  Hall. 

The  library  is  now  in  charge  of  an  experienced  librarian,  under 
whose  supervision  it  has  been  brought  into  touch  with  all  depart- 
ments of  the  school,  and  especially  with  the  pupils  and  student- 
teachers  of  the  Training  School,  by  the  establishing  of  a  children's 
library.  Instruction  in  the  use  of  a  library,  and  in  the  value  of 
books  as  tools,  was  given  by  the  librarian  to  all  the  students  in  a 
series  of  weekly  talks.  This  series  covered  classification  of  books, 
arrangement  on  the  shelves,  use  of  the  card  catalog  general  refer- 
ence books,  periodical  indexes  and  children's  reading.  A  library 
handbook,  giving  directions  as  to  the  use  of  the  library,  was  pub- 
lished, and  distributed  to  the  students. 

In  comparison  with  the  number  of  students  the  faculty  for  the 
coming  year  is  strong.  All  who  were  admitted  to  the  Senior  Class, 
except  one,  have  registered  and  expect  to  graduate  in  1914.  The 
outlook  is  most  encouraging  and  the  teachers  are  full  of  enthusiasm. 
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MT.  GRETNA    (Lebanon  County)— W.  S.  Steele,  Dean. 


I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  results  of  the  Summer 
School  work  of  the  Pennsylvania  Chatauqua  held  at  Mt.  Gretna, 
July  3rd  to  August  3rd,  1913. 

Enrollment : 

Teachers,    116 

Other  Adults,    50 

Children,    25 

191 


Faculty  and  Departments. 
FACULTY. 
William  S.  Steele,  A.  M.,  LL.B.,  Principal  of  Central  High  School, 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  Chancellor. 

INSTRUCTORS . 

Victor  W.  Dippell,  Ph.  D.,  Professor  of  Modern  Languages,  Frank- 
lin and  Marshall  College. 

Francis  Harvey  Green,  Litt.  D.,  Professor  of  English  in  West  Ches- 
ter Normal  School,  West  Chester,  Pa. 

Lillian  Johnson,  M.  E.,  Teacher  of  Methods,  Keystone  Normal 
School,  Kutztown,  Pa. 

J.  Richard  Street,  A.  M.,  Ph.  D.,  Dean  of  Teachers'  College,  Syra- 
cuse University. 

Henry  Thomas  Colestock,  Ph.  D.,  Professor  of  History,  Bucknell 
University. 

Ella  Yost,  Teacher  of  Music,  Harrisburg  Public  Schools. 

Edith  Shaffer,  Teacher  of  Music,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Bertram  W.  Saul,  A.  B.,  Teacher  of  Mathematics,  Harrisburg  Cen- 
tral High  School. 

James  A.  Smyser,  A.  M.,  Teacher  of  Sciences,  Harrisburg  Central 
High  School. 
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B.  W.  Fisher,  A.  M.,  Principal  of  Lancaster  Boys'  High  School. 

Miss  Eleanore  Marie  Hartinann,  Teacher  of  Languages  at  the  Ir- 
vonia  School,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Mrs.  Mary  R.  Kitchen,  Art  Instructor,  The  Wm.  Penn  High  School 
for  Girls,  Philadelphia. 

Miss  Mary  M.  Conway,  Principal  of  Public  School  15,  Borough  of 
Richmond,  New  York  City. 

Mrs.  May  Ermentrout  Smith,  Teacher  of  Physical  Education  in 
Chicago  Public  Schools. 

Mrs.  Emma  K.  Gordon,  Milton,  Mass.,  Teacher  and  Author  of  Gor- 
don's Readers. 

Superintendent  of  C.  L.  S.  C,  Henry  Thomas  Colestock,  Ph.  D. 

Calvin  F.  Martz,  Harrisburg,  Teacher  of  Commercial  Branches. 


THE  PENNSYLVANIA  STATE  COLLEGE— S.  E.  Weber,  Director. 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a  brief  report  of  the  Fourth 
Summer  Session  for  Teachers  held  at  State  College  during  the  six 
weeks  beginning  June  23  and  ending  August  1,  1913. 

The  enrollment  of  the  session  number  565  teachers  and  librarians, 
among  whom  were  128  men  students  and  436  women  students.  Out 
of  this  number  506  received  credit  for  courses  satisfactorily  com- 
pleted. The  increase  in  attendance  amounts  to  43  per  cent,  above 
that  of  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  counties  now  included  in 
this  representation  reaches  sixty-five  out  of  the  sixty-seven.  It 
ought  to  be  added  that  the  quality  of  student  in  attendance  during 
the  last  session  was  of  a  higher  grade  than  at  any  of  the  previous 
sessions. 

Classified  according  to  the  academic  and  professional  training, 
there  were  95  who  held  provisional  certificates,  75  professional,  195 
normal  diplomas,  37  college  diplomas,  14  special  certificates,  118 
permanent  state  certificates,  and  30  with  no  certificates.  The  latter 
number  includes  the  librarians,  those  from  other  states  paying  full 
tuition,  and  those  who  are  preparing  to  teach. 

There  were  101  courses  offered  for  the  work  of  the  session  and 
only  seven  failed  to  have  a-  sufficient  number  of  registrants  to  be 
given.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  enrolled  and  the 
number  receiving  credit  in  each  course: 
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Agr.,    Ed.    A 

Agr.,    Ed.   B 

Agron.,    A,     

Animal    Husb.,    A, 
Hort.,    A 

Bot.,    A 

Bot.,    D 

Chem.,    A 

Cbem.,  A    (Lab.), 

Chem.,    B 

Cbem.,    C 

Chem.,    E 

Chem.,  115-16,    .... 

Chem.,     270 

Dom.   Art,    B 

Dom.    Art,  C,    .... 

Dom.    Art,    D 

Dom.   Art,    E 

Dom.   Sei.,   A 

Dom.   Sci.,  B,    .... 

Dom.   Sci.,  D,    .... 

Dom.   Sci.,  E,    .... 

Pub.  Sch.,  Dr.   A, 

Pub.  Sch.,  Dr.   B, 

Pub.  Sch.,  Dr.    C, 

Tub.  Sch.,  Dr.    D, 

Pub.  Sch.,  Dr.   E, 

Ed.,    C,     

Ed.,    D 

Ed..    E 

IQd.,    F 

E.i..  a 

Ed.,    H 

Ed.,    I 

Ed..     J 

Ed.,    K 

Eng.,  A  and  B,    . 

Eng.,    C 

Eng.,    D 

Eng.,    E,    

Eng.,    F 

Eng.,    G 

Ger.,    A-l,    

Ger.,    A,    

Ger.,    B 

Ger.,    C,    

Ger.,    D 

Ger.,    E 

Greek 


13 
41 

19 
39 

18 

16 

11 

10 

7 

6 

182 

171 

52 

47 

81 

76 

28 

28 

32 

32 

4 

3 

197 

186 

30 

28 

19 

18 

39 

27 

12 

11 

77 

56 

100 

81 

55 

41 

33 

25 

17 

17 

372 

304 

25 

17 

41 

32 

4 

3 

12 

12 

21 

14 

6 

5 

109 

83 

16 

13 

31 

28 

9 

9 

5 

5 

5 

4 

2 

2 

68 

61 

2 

2 

2 

2 
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Hist.,  B 

Hist,  C 

Hist,  D 

Hist.,  P,     , 

Hist.,  G,    

Ind.   Ed.,     1 

Ind.    Ed.,    26 

Ind.   Ed.,   41 

Ind.   Ed.,   42 

Ind.    Ed.,    61 

Ind.   Ed.,   62 

Ind.    Ed.,    63 

Ind.   Ed.,    64 

Ind.   Ed.,    71 

Ind.   Ed.,    72 

Ind.    Ed.,    76 

Ind.   Ed.,    SI 

Ind.    Ed.,    91 

Ind.   Ed.,    92 

Lat,    A 

Lat,    B 

Lat.,    C 

Lat,    D,    

Lat.,    E,    

Lat.,    F,    

Library   Science 

Library   (Teachers'   Course), 

Math.,    A 

Math.,    B 

Math.,    C 

Math.,    D,    

Math.,    E 

Math.,    F 

Math.,    G 

Math.,    H 

Mus.,    A,     

Mus.,    B,    

Phys.,    A,     

Phys.,    B 

Phys.,   D 

Phys.,    E 

Phys.    Geog.,    A 

Psy.,   A 

Psy.,    B,    

Psy.,    C 

Pub.   Sp.,   A 

Pub.   Sp.,    B 


65 

44 

11 

9 

8 

7 

6 

4 

6 

3 

5 

4 

1 

1 

3 

3 

6 

6 

5 

3 

2 

2 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

60 

50 

7 

4 

5 

4 

16 

7 

13 

3 

5 

5 

15 

2 

61 

25 

70 

67 

70 

67 

4 

4 

4 

4 

19 

8 

9 

4 

12 

5 

11 

11 

2 

2 

8 

6 

11 

5 

10 

6 

82 

47 

24 

23 

26 

23 

50 

46 

5 

2 

8 

8 

2 

2 

4 

4 

19 

16 

37 

22 

37 

22 

25 

13 

25 

20 

4 

4 

54 

37 

17 

16 

10 

6 

27 

22 
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d 

55 
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Span.,  A, 
Kr.,  A,  . 
Fr.,    C,    .. 

Zool.,  A, 

Zool.,  B, 

Zool.,  D, 

Zool.,  E, 


4 

2 

13 

11 

6 

4 

23 

17 

15 

13 

14 

12 

9 

2 

3 

1 

34 

28 

Summary  by  counties  of  teachers  in  the  Summer  Session  of  The 
Pennsylvania  State  College,  1913. 


Adams,    3 

Allegheny ,     37 

Armstrong,     1 

Beaver,  7 

Bedford,      2 

Berks ,    7 

Blair,     10 

Bradford ,     7 

Bucks,     2 

Butler,    3 

Cambria,     7 

Carbon,    3 

Centre,      41 

Chester,     4 

Clarion ,    4 

Clearfield,    18 

Clinton,    10 

Columbia ,    14 

Crawford ,      1 

Cumberland ,     10 

Dauphin,     11 

Delaware,    3 

Elk,      9 

Erie,    6 

Fayette,     12 

Franklin ,     4 

Fulton,     1 

Greene,     2 

Huntingdon ,     1 

Indiana,     7 

Jefferson ,     3 

Juniata ,     1 

Lackawanna ,     27 

Lancaster,     5 

Lawrence,     2 

Lebanon ,    8 

Lehigh,     2 

Luzerne,     48 

Lycoming,     23 

McKean,    3 

Mercer,     1 

Mifflin,     12 

Monroe,    4 


Montgomery ,     9 

Montour,     2 

Northampton,     21 

Northumberland,     12 

Perry,     2 

Pike,    2 

Potter,    4 

Philadelhia,    28 

Schuylkill,    12 

Snyder,     1 

Somerset,    2 

Sullivan ,    1 

Susquehanna ,    3 

Tioga,    5 

Union ,     1 

Venango,    1 

Warren ,     2 

Washington ,    5 

Wayne,     6 

Westmoreland ,     13 

Wyoming,    5 

York,     23 

Total,    546 

OTHER    STATES: 

Florida,    1 

Idaho,     1 

Maryland,     2 

New   Jersey ,    7 

New  York,    4 

Ohio,    2 

Total,    17 

Grand   total,    563 


COUNTIES  NOT  REPRESENTED: 
Cameron. 
Forest. 
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The  following  table  shows  the   credits   obtained  in   the   various 
courses  offered  during  the  four  summer  sessions: 


Agriculture 

Botany 

Chemistry 

Domestic   Science   and    Art 

Education 

English 

French 

German 

Greek 

Industrial  Art  (Drawing  and  Manual  Arts— Public  School  Draw- 
ing)   

Latin,     

Library,     

Library    (Teachers'    Course),    

Mathematics,     •  •  ■  •  ■  •  •  ■  •  •  •  •  •  •  •• 

Industrial  Education  (Manual  Training  and  Mechanical  Draw 
ing) 

Music,     

Physics,     

Physical   Geography 

Public   Speaking,    

Psychology,     

Spanish 

Zoology,    

Total 


/ 

1910. 

1911. 

1912. 

13 

23 

65 

IS 

11 

20 

24 

29 

36 

18 

33 

96 

40 

76 

134 

53 

70 

73 

* 

11 

14 

39 

35 

43 

* 

2 

0 

17 

14 

26 

22 

20 

127 

35 

42 

32 

* 

34 

41 

* 

* 

4 

23 

31 

42 

8 

12 

67 

* 

8 

59 

13 

9 

0 

* 

* 

* 

t 

t 

17 

* 

24 

* 

* 

3 

14 

9 

23 

337 

469 

946 

1913. 


57 

16 

62 

171 

304 

S3 

15 

61 

2 

44 

1S6 
25 
67 
4 

47 

50 
46 
16 
22 
22 
37 
2 
28 

1,367 


fEnglish   included   Public  Speaking  in  Sessions  of  1910  and    1911. 


An  analysis  of  the  statistics  will  show  that  the  greatest  growth  has 
been  in  the  departments  of  Chemistry,  Domestic  Science  and  Art, 
Education  and  Public  School  Drawing.  Practically  all  of  the  other 
courses  have  either  held  their  own  or  have  shown  a  substantial  in- 
crease. For  future  expansion,  I  desire  to  recommend  the  establish- 
ment of  a  School  of  Observation  and  Practice  in  connection  with  the 
courses  in  Elementary  School  Methods.  This  would  necessitate 
the  employment  of  at  least  two  additional  teachers  in  these  subjects, 
each  one  to  give  a  course  in  the  methods  of  teaching  a  certain  sub- 
ject, or  two  allied  subjects ;  to  teach  a  class  in  such  School  of  Obser- 
vation for  the  benefit  of  those  who  are  in  training;  and  spend  the 
remaining  time  in  supervising  those  teaching  under  their  care  and 
to  meet  their  observators  and  teachers  in  training  in  conference.  A 
principal  would  need  to  be  employed  to  look  after  the  enrollment, 
attendance,  distribution  of  books  and  material,  etc.  To  make  such 
a  School  of  Observation  partly  self  supporting,  I  would  suggest 
charging  each  pupil  enrolled  in  the  School  of  Observation  a  nominal 
registration  fee.  I  believe  that  such  a  School  of  Observation  is  in- 
dispensable if  we  wish  to  retain  the  creditable  record  we  have  made 
up  to  this  time  in  elementary  education.  I  would  suggest  that  there 
be  a  course  in  kindergarten  training.  This  course  can  also  be  partly 
self-supporting  by  charging  a  nominal  enrollment  fee  for  each  child. 
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The  course  in  Chemistry  of  Foods,  offered  in  the  Summer  Session  of 
1912,  ought  to  be  repeated  next  year.  An  additional  assistant  ought 
to  be  provided  in  the  following  courses:  Public  School  Drawing, 
Public  Speaking,  German,  Latin,  Music  and  Zoology. 

I  have  about  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  addresses  that  have 
been  given  during  the  morning  hour  by  outsiders  have  not  war- 
ranted their  continuance.  I  think  the  time  is  insufficient  for  the 
speaker  to  present  his  subject  as  well  as  for  the  audience  to  become 
adjusted  to  get  the  most  out  of  what  he  has  to  say.  Furthermore, 
I  believe  that  the  morning  hour  ought  to  be  kept  as  a  period  of  re- 
creation. It  might  be  a  good  plan  to  continue  to  have  addresses 
by  educators  of  prominence  in  the  State,  but  to  have  them  given  on 
the  front  campus  in  the  evening  between  the  hours  of  seven  and  eight. 
Other  desirable  features  of  the  Summer  Session,  such  as  story  telling 
and  readings  on  the  front  campus,  Friday  evening  entertainments, 
Saturday  diversions,  and  the  final  school  picnic,  ought  to  be  retained 
and  made  permanent  if  possible. 

The  Department  of  Public  Instruction  has  been  of  great  assist- 
ance in  the  upbuilding  of  the  Summer  Session  and  the  financial  aid 
given  us  by  Dr.  Schaeffer,  the  commendation  of  the  Session  on  the 
part  of  all  connected  with  the  Department,  the  holding  of  an  ex- 
amination for  permanent  certificates,— all  these  put  the  Summer 
Session  under  obligations  to  the  Department.  The  Summer  Session, 
in  my  judgment,  has  only  one  purpose  to  serve  and  that  is  to  bring 
the  Pennsylvania  State  College  into  still  wider  and  more  useful 
service  in  the  public  school  system  of  Pennsylvania. 
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10,186 

5.12 

11,987 

$29  31 

$12  81 

488,692 

10,469 

b 

12,143 

23  29 

14  89 

529,000 

10,697 

5.04 

12,357 

22  29 

15  85 

523,754 

10,956 

5.04 

12.4S4 

24  00 

16  60 

514,247 

11,281 

fa.  33 

12,828 

24  24 

17  33 

569,880 

11,485 

5.41 

13,058 

24  26 

17  79 

575.251 

11,577 

5.41 

13,003 

24  20 

18  11 

585,660 

11,910 

5.5 

14,297 

25  68 

19  71 

596,765 

11,990 

5.41 

14,380 

23  81 

18  55 

615,087 

12,161 

5.37 

14,443 

23  84 

18  56 

634,699 

12,566 

5.5 

14,668 

25  42 

30  16 

637,785 

12,547 

5.58 

14,286 

32  82 

24  21 

629,587 

12,773 

5.79 

15,504 

37  38 

27  76 

666,316 

13,061 

b.ll 

15,300 

35  87 

27  51 

660,165 

13,284 

5.79 

15,504 

37  38 

27  76 

666,316 

13.58S 

5.83 

15,670 

38  18 

29  80 

686,769 

13,832 

5.77 

16,097 

39  63 

30  55 

695,052 

14,161 

5.77 

16,842 

40  03 

31  12 

700,040 

14,415 

5.4 

16,784 

40  55 

31  96 

609,802 

14,675 

6.25 

17,450 

41  58 

32  44 

694,096 

14,978 

6.33 

17,664 

41  88 

33  33 

716,728 

15,315 

6.19 

18,101 

40  03 

31  93 

740,283 

15,610 

6.19 

18,314 

38  72 

30  42 

749,311 

15,850 

6.38 

18,710 

36  34 

28  90 

751,032 

16,087 

6.17 

18,912 

34  54 

27  35 

771,015 

16,279 

6.37 

19,153 

32  59 

26  07 

766, S7S 

16,585 

6.25 

19,305 

31  36 

25  14 

770.349 

16,760 

6.28 

19,277 

32  64 

26  04 

762,472 

17,070 

6.62 

19,715 

34  35 

27  19 

776,559 

17,403 

6.66 

19,875 

36  23 

28  30 

782,507 

17,751 

6.40 

20, 290 

37  28 

29  22 

795,091 

18,029 

6.74 

20,639 

37  66 

25  59 

807,791 

18,300 

6.71 

21,481 

37  10 

29  29 

820,811 

18,721 

6.71 

31,481 

37  10 

29  29 

820,811 

19,054 

7.1V 

21,168 

37  12 

29  60 

931,367 

19,365 

7.45 

21,393 

37  57 

29  76 

840,744 

19,758 

7.33 

21,886 

3S  46 

29  46 

849,055 

30,190 

7.40 

22,231 

39  34 

30  46 

855,200 

20,653 

7.41 

22,556 

30  S3 

30  89 

861,083 

21,134 

7. 74 

23,085 

41  64 

32  52 

876,131 

21,553 

7.71 

23, 253 

41  84 

32  55 

015,499 

22, 353 

7.62 

22,993 

41  78 

32  70 

942,975 

22,823 

7.71 

23,603 

41  80 

32  78 

956,734 

23,451 

7.63 

24,174 

41  71 

32  86 

971,337 

23,983 

7.69 

24,716 

41  06 

32  50 

999,719 

24,497 

7.75 

25,358 

41  68 

32  73 

1,006,990 

24,818 

8.09 

26,878 

41  62 

32  66 

1,004,485 

25, 455 

8.04 

26,453 

42  14 

33  OS 

1,010,069 

25,981 

8.05 

26,990 

42  98 

33  34 

1,010,630 

26,583 

8.08 

27,683 

44  77 

34  10 

1,035,196 

26,966 

7.80 

28,372 

47  12 

35  09 

1,039,164 

27,395 

8.14 

28,428 

49  91 

38  55 

1,046,088 

27,993 

7.16 

29,193 

51  36 

38  93 

1,061,406 

28,383 

8.16 

29, 2-19 

52  82 

39  47 

1,054,766 

28,861 

8.20 

29.703 

59  66 

45  92 

1,059,060 

29,327 

8.22 

30, 248 

60  65 

46  60 

1,088,898 

30,019 

8.26 

30, SS7 

61  94 

46  99 

1,107,416 

30,422 

8.3 

31,518 

62  75 

47  41 

1,106,783 

31,152 

8.36 

32,378 

63  65 

47  93 

1,139,617 

31,879 

8.37 

33,228 

64  45 

48  21 

1,155,648 

38 

$0  41 

361,316 

49 

45 

365,103 

48 

48 

381,321 

49 

49 

387,139 

50 

46 

375,687 

50 

48 

366,901 

50 

51 

384,752 

50 

83 

388,063 

50 

49 

397,722 

52 

50 

399,522 

50 

58 

396,701 

50 

68 

438,323 

50 

90 

414,527 

50 

85 

438,323 

50 

90 

477,775 

50 

93 

4S4.912 

50 

99 

495,632 

49 

98 

464.127 

48 

99 

439,393 

47 

95 

46S.309 

47 

93 

472,283 

48 

92 

495,743 

47 

91 

491,038 

47 

88 

515.198 

48 

82 

595,918 

47 

89 

509,246 

47 

74 

504,912 

45 

75 

519,423 

45 

78 

532,874 

45 

81 

549,304 

45 

87 

559,606 

45 

89 

570,293 

44 

92 

570,293 

44 

92 

573,041 

41 

94 

583,292 

44 

96 

574,817 

44 

96 

592.249 

42 

1  00 

590,316 

42 

1  04 

610,422 

42 

1  15 

610,201 

42 

1   06 

666,102 

42 

1  29 

683.918 

42 

1   25 

711,111 

41. 

1  22 

736,334 

43 

1  26 

729,892 

41 

1  29 

728,493 

43 

1  32 

720,116 

40 

1  34 

738,573 

39 

1  38 

751,000 

39 

1   45 

764,119 

38 

1  54 

788,542 

3S 

1   67 

784,144 

38 

1  72 

78S.759 

37 

1  79 

803,794 

36 

l  ass 

841,887 

37 

2  OK 

846,749 

36 

•i  n 

872,475 

36 

2  21 

901,943 

37 

3  S3 

910,048 

36 

2  34 
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MENT  UNDER  THE  PRESENT  LAW,  NOT  INCLUDING  PHILADELPHIA. 


■d 

bJD 

C 

■3 

see- 
ther 

o 

so 

* 

C 

■3 

°S 

«2 

zj 

c 

03 

ft 

o 

•a 

£ 

o  ^ 

03     . 

a 
o 

a 
o 

K 

o  ii 

.a.g 

8  S 

a 

.Bo 

be 

o 

X3 

U 

ft 

«M 

Qj 

o 

3     .</, 

a 

? 

0J 
fit 

s 

t-.S 

«H.E 

s 

State 

-.  ft 

03  O 

CO 

.a 
o 

°«ft 
tJ  tn  a. 

H 

•z 

a 

o-° 

H 

$156,389  25 

159,554  17 

164,330  00 

164,732  55 

1SS.646  00 

186, S41  12 

193,503  34 

209, S13  97 

210,752  00 

211,784  60 

216, 0S7  03 

210,134  08 

223.463  67 

239.  S13  19 

218,521  87 

307,718  00 

321,300  00 

318,451  34 

429,152  65 

375,332  71 

521,345  13 

533,625  13 

728,207  19 

823,784  82 

723,082  57 

497,030  76 

747,297  13 

S65.S19  70 

684,127  86 

696,478  18 

70\310  81 

802,103  IS 

803,344  24 

802,411  12 

808,190  71 

1,207,009  5? 

1,206,204  94 

1,564,603  81 

1,560,267  38 

2,901.116  SO 

4,039,766  22 

4, 43", 647  24 

4,439,752  79 

4,389,029  79 

4,391.574  31 

4,637,585  07 

4,622,822  98 

5,291.154  03 

4,355,601  04 

4,658,210  43 

4,597,616  S3 

4,576.413  32 

4,483,153  51 

4,525,545  67 

4, 53", 539  75 

6,108,263  32 

6,  "54, 506  91 

6, 043. Sit  57 

6,097.747  19 

6,040,779  67 


$1,167,119  32 

1,401,300  15 

1,603,844  15 

1,180,143  07 

2,009,437  00 

2,089,OS4  06 

2,015,785  20 

2,10S,4S7  33 

1,965,164  91 

1,980.473  26 

2.143.34S  20 

2,438,640  37 

3,013,057  33 

3,616,285  23 

4,016,919  12 

4,438,946  66 

4,731,049  86 

5,016.801  73 

5,229,024  68 

5,543,985  23 

5,787,883  95 

5,983,004  90 

6,003,443  31 

3,627,943  56 

5,289,646  25 

4,923.874  62 

4, SIS, 594  36 

5,031,779  70 

5,452,902  28 

5.676,545  57 

6,313,832  62 

6,519,927  78 

6,672,185  29 

6,946.949  23 

7,134,701  52 

7.869,505  56 

7,923,622  43 

8, 061, 137  92 

8,187, 893  57 

7,776,101  62 

8,677,582  67 

2,598,542  71 

9,926,162  78 

9,351,011  31 

9,275,229  60 

10,078,540  S7 

10,500,962  67 

10,887,613  25 

12.687t.415  SO 

17,781,589  84 

13.085,707  91 

14,866,554  00 

15,981.970  73 

16,756,672  21 

19,114,954  9?- 

20.758,275  04 

21,019,917  25 

22,172,202  15 

22,537,751  98 

25,461,020  03 


5.50 
5  72 
5.71 
5.43 
5.43 
3.55 
4.75 
4.00 
5.00 
5.89 
6.56 
7.25 
7.53 
7.63 
7.76 
7.71 
7.27 
7.50 
7.55 
6.33 
6.27 
5.96 
5.42 
5.08 
5.04 
5.08 
5.39 
5.69 
6.06 
6.14 
6.16 
5.94 
7.64 
6.19 
5.88 
5.96 
5.86 
4.54 
8.40 
4.52 
4.99 
4.83 
3.14 
3.78 
5.12 
5.18 
5.23 
5.51 
5.85 
6.29 
6.65 
6.85 
6.77 
7.01 
7.14 
6.89 
7.43 
8.72 


$1,127,922  61 
1,371,706  14 
1,534,732  32 
1,554,780  64 
1,621,3"9  00 
1,639,383  20 
1,783,114  48 
1,756,307  38 
1,797,347  36 
2,016,310  17 
2,318,069  18 
2,801,759  31 
3,489,237  31 
4,314,028  52 
5,068,316  72 
5,684,977  21 
6,023,451  64 
5,438,656  29 
6,671,949  93 
6, SOS, 917  69 
7,247,263  63 
6,918,811  03 
6,623,273  00 
6,229,714  59 
6,282,110  78 
5,859,009  06 
6,499,rO  91 
6,686,256  93 
7,365,217  19 
7,623,67S  37 
8,095,942  IS 
8,105,866  59 
8,845,087  22 
8,^36, 053  35 
9,008,852  33 
9,581. 0%  75 
8,450,909  25 

10.820,029  55 

10.289.197  07 
11,131,332  03 
12.058.S99  69 

12.424.198  47 
13,528,246  38 
13.276,078  00 
13,992,397  52 
15,*>24,091  77 
16.314,489  32 
20.786,954  07 
17,781,589  84 
18,860,273  03 
21,4S0,604  98 
23,196,386  38 
23.918,787  47 
26.278,511  84 
29,374.551  86 
30,264,947  54 
33.548,310  31 
31,518,976  97 
37,830,308  47 


$256,735  92 

266,198  76 

322,125  37 

444,285  56 

454,343  53 

531,413,85 

448,426  28 

496,124  67 

305,796  90 

394,767,35 

488,517  09 

374,450  97 

596,669  09 

985,237  31 

1,357,726  99 

1,104,S60  21 

2,560,137  42 

3,006,191  41 

2,536,637  39 

1,477,949  93 

1,600,131  62 

1,722.103  54 

1,245,3S7  23 

961,915  02 

877.382  06 

87S.80S  93 

809,896  51 

1,067,471  34 

1,139.355  44 

l,431,67fl  68 

1,405,526  81 

1,566,323  91 

1,537,565  15 

1,461,673  43 

1,642.931  33 

1,799,121  10 

2,131,095  75 

2,892,607  68 

2,378,780  77 

2,979,271  21 

2,834.091  22 

3,182,749  40 

3,297,416  67 

3,296.294  14 

2,933,843  23 

2,736,897  04 

3/061.523  90 

3.394.531  34 
3,186,783  IS 
3,647,771  24 
3,675,240  30 
4,581,273  53 
4,730.329  65 
4,306.677  81 

4.764.532  57 
6.039,150  00 
5.993,886  51 
6,5"5,256  61 
6,033.441  20 
6,196,080  94 


$1,041,571  19 
1,145,730  22 
1,137,357  92 
1,235,922  65 
1,407,159  35 
1,442,171  70 
1,436,063  00 
1,367,1S1  38 
1,698,040  01 
1,098,664  01 
1,990,777  S3 
2,211,521  70 
2,482,512  63 
2,019,169  93 
2,819,444  00 
3,010,690  33 
3,183,418  86 
3,221,121  78 
2,424,970  91 
3,596,004  47 
3,755,309  66 
3,826,987  12 
3,824,728  80 
3,651,883  00 
3,544,552  72 
3,606,911  82 
3,673,225  83 
3,830,079  52 
5,095,658  50 
4,282,191  12 
4,447,618  69 
4,582,374  25 
4,673,324  30 
5,044,385  15 
5,240,826  22 
5,438,587  21 
4,694,332  84 
6,028.019  91 
6,672,850  02 
6,995,022  56 
7,206,202  88 
7,460,547  01 
7,839,216  45 
S, 020, 396  SI 
8,358,092  99 
8,772,506  65 
8,874,295  97 
9,302,406  95 
9,9-0.491  38 
10,303,035  43 
11,237,161  96 
11,858,661  36 
12. 40", 0%  68 
13,900,365  40 
14.613,935  51 
15,293,136  04 
16,096,691  90 
16,567,759  53 
18,042,447  91 


$110,383  96 

260,615  29 

172,572  92 

162,670  9S 

167,721  07 

209,956  28 

223,497  39 

232,337  31 

250,566  52 

390,227  30 

410,346  26 

458,317  61 

601,087  21 

643,217  8S 

727,624  05 

807,713  82 

799,275  48 

863,738  96 

1,756,111  73 

1,652,61  94 

1,961,311  60 

2,006,833  SS 

1,948,470  46 

1,817,494  11 

1,679,297  20 

1,584,365  92 

1,703,224  99 

1,687,912  96 

1,850,849  50 

1,965,706  63 

2,086,505  98 

2,117,667  28 

2,171,481  66 

2,297,364  51 

2,501,880  71 

2,656,950  93 

2,829.690  06 

2,378,78!)  77 

2.434.96S  49 

3.637,038  74 

3,912,6^2  13 

4,016,808  96 

4,104.615  52 

4,095, S17  03 

4,402,261  43 

4,714,192  82 

4,819,126  03 

5,182,928  92 

5,3S6,212  07 

6, US, 444  34 

6,493, 6"3  31 

6,831,798  48 

7,195,515  70 

7,456,741  63 

9,023.761  77 

8.8^9,567  59 

10,275,352  89 

12.726,015  94 

13,7S0,S61  29 
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Average   Monthly   Wages   of   Male  Teachers   by   Counties   for   the   School   Year 

Ending  July  7,   1913. 


Allegheny,     $118  41 

Delaware,      Ill  51 

Elk,     9263 

Lackawanna ,     82  76 

Luzerne,   82  60 

Chester,    80  03 

McKean,    79  60 

Westmoreland,    • 75  92 

Beaver,   73  93 

Cambria 73  m 

Schuylkill,  73  45 

Washington,     72  " 

79   14. 

Montgomery ,    • '■*  x* 

Fayette,    71  96 

Susquehanna ,    

Potter,    7153 

Warren, 69  72 

Erie,     6941 

Tioga, 6766 

Blair,  6758 

Wayne,  67  18 

Carbon,     67  °7 

Northampton,    65  66 

Wyoming,    65  63 

Lancaster,   65  45 

tv       iL-                                                                                                  65  14 

Dauphin ,    

„     ,                                                                                                      64  88 

Bucks,   

„                                                                                                    63  33 

Cameron, 

Northumberland,    62  72 

„      ,-     ,                                                                                               62  48 

Bradford , 

,,.ffl.                                                                                             62  22 

Mifflin ,    

.         .        „                                                                                           61  86 

Armstrong,    

61  79 

Venango ,    

T  -                                                                                                         61  36 

Jefferson ,   

_   ,  .  ,                                                                                                         60  99 

Lehigh ,    

T                                                                                                                      60  88 

Lawrence ,    

Clearfield,    

60  39 

Mercer , 

„        ,     ,                                                                                         ; 60  10 

Crawford,    

59  86 

Greene ,   

„  1       ,  .                                                                                             59  86 

Columbia ,    

™    .                                                                                  59  60 

Clinton,    I 

T    .                                                                                                                    59  14 

Lebanon ,    

™     .                                                                                                        59  06 

Clarion,    

„      .     '      ,                                                                                        58  78 

Cumberland ,     

58  16 

l0If>    5773 

^.tre'    56  84 

Indiana,   
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Butler,    56  71 

Lycoming,    55  97 

Berks,    55  63 

York,   55  06 

Franklin,   53  89 

Monroe,    53  43 

Sullivan ,    53  43 

Huntingdon ,     53  20 

Union, 52  96 

Montour,    52  77 

Adams,    52  75 

Perry,    51  97 

Juniata ,    51  79 

Bedford,   51  63 

Somerset ,  51  42 

Pike,    50  92 

Snyder,   48  94 

Fulton,    43  84 


Average  Monthly  Wages  of  Female  Teachers  by  Counties  for  the  School  Year 

Ending  July  7,  1913. 


Allegheny,   $61  56 

Delaware,    56  38 

Washington ,     55  55 

Westmoreland ,    54  11 

Schuylkill,     52  26 

Montgomery,    52  00 

Elk,    51  77 

Fayette,     51  71 

Beaver,   51  62 

Greene,   51  02 

Luzerne ,    50  89 

Northampton ,    50  51 

Lancaster,   50  26 

Cambria ,    50  25 

Bucks ,   49  88 

Lackawanna ,    49  86 

Blair,     49  77 

McKean ,     49  58 

Lehigh,     49  31 

Lebanon,    49  20 

Chester,    49  18 

Venango, 49  06 

Cumberland ,   48  46 

Forest,    48  42 

Berks,    48  35 

Northumberland ,     48  33 
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Lawrence,    

Bedford ,   

Warren ,    

Erie,  

Butler,    

Dauphin ,     

Potter,     

Columbia ,    

Union ,     

York,   

Wyoming ,    

Franklin ,     

Cameron ,    

Monroe,    

Armstrong,    

Indiana ,     , 

Mercer,   , 

Carbon ,   

Crawford ,    

Bradford ,  

Lycoming,    

Wayne ,   

Somerset, 

Jefferson ,     

Tioga ,    

Susquehanna ,    

Mifflin , 

Clarion ,    

Sullivan ,  

Montour,    

Clearfield,    

Clinton ,    

Adams,    

Centre, 

Pike,  

Snyder, 

Huntingdon ,   

Perry ,    

Fulton,    

Juniata ,     
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48  31 

48  17 

48  12 

47  78 

47  75 

47  65 

47  57 

47  51 

47  40 

47  32 

47  30 

47  29 

47  28 

47  18 

47  12 

47  08 

47  01 

47  00 

46  97 

46  95 

46  93 

46  58 

46  34 

46  27 

46  15 

45  99 

45  95 

45  94 

45  71 

45  58 

45  56 

44  99 

44  95 

44  85 

44  75 

44  64 

44  51 

44  45 

43  08 

41  10 

Average    Length   of    the   Annual    School   Term   by    Counties    for    the    School    Year 

Ending  July  7,   1913. 


Allegheny ,     9.5 

Lackawanna,   9.47 

Delaware,    9.40 

Montgomery, 9.23 
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Luzerne,   9.04 

Northampton, , 8.97 

Schuylkill,     8.87 

Erie,     8.86 

Chester,    8.73 

Bucks,   8.72 

Carbon,   8.67 

Dauphin,    8.67 

Northumberland,    8.63 

Lehigh,     8.58 

Berks,    '. 8.4 

Elk ,     8.32 

Blair,  8.32 

Westmoreland,    8.3 

Beaver,   .   8.24 

Lawrence ,    8 .  22 

McKean,    8.21 

Washington ,  8.12 

Warren,    8.06 

Fayette,    8.04 

Venango,    8.03 

Lebanon,    8.02 

Cameron,    7.96 

Lycoming,    7.96 

Cambria ,    7 .95 

Mercer,   7.94 

Forest,    7.91 

Lancaster,     7.90 

Columbia, 7.90 

Potter,  7.84 

Clinton,    7 .  79 

Cumberland,     7.79 

Tioga,    7.75 

York ,    7 .74 

Bradford,  7.72 

Montour,    7.71 

Mifflin,    7 .70 

Pike,    7.69 

Butler,    7.65 

Clearfield,    7.62 

Monroe,    7 .58 

Jefferson ,     7 .56 

Crawford,    7.56 

Franklin ,   7 .53 

Armstrong,     7.52 

Wayne,    7.49 

Centre,    7.46 

Wyoming,    7.45 

Susquehanna,    7.44 

Union ,     7 .37 

Indiana,    7.33 

Somerset,     7.32 

Perry ,    7.3 
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Huntingdon,     7.28 

Clarion , 7 .25 

Adams,     7 .24 

Greene,     7.20 

Bedford,   7.16 

Sullivan ,    7 .  16 

Juniata,    7.13 

Fulton,    7 .05 

Snyder,    7 .03 
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STATEMENT  SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  DISTRICTS  IN  THE  SEVERAL 
COUNTIES  HAVING  SEVEN,  EIGHT,  NINE  AND  TEN  MONTHS  RE- 
SPECTIVELY FOR  THE  SCHOOL  YEAR  ENDING  JULY  7,  1913. 


County. . 

&H 

z 

H 

m 

H 

Adams 

Allegheny 13 

Armstrong,      

Beaver 

Bedford ,      

Berks,     1 

Blair,      

Bradford ,    

Bucks 7 

Butler 

Cambria,     

Cameron 

Carbon,     1 

Centre,     

Chester,   1 

Clarion,    

Clearfield 

Clinton,      

Colunib; a ,    

Crawford     

Cumberland 

Dauphin,      

Delaware,     6 

Elk,    

Erie 

Fayette,     

Forest,     

Franklin 

Fulton 

Greene,     

Huntingdon 

Indiana,     

Jefferson,    

Juniata,    

Lackawanna,    2 

Lancaster,    1 

Lawrence,     

Lebanon 

Lehigh 2 

Luzerne,    5 

Lycoming,      

McKean,      

Mercer,     

Mifflin 

Monroe,      

Montgomery 15 

Montour 

Northampton 8 

Northumberland,    2 

Perry,     

Pike,     

Potter,     

Schuylkill,     12 

Snyder,      

Somerset,    , 

Sullivan,      

Susquehanna 

Tioga 

Union,     

Venango,     

Warren 

Washington,     

Wayne,     

Westmoreland,    

Wyoming 

York,     .: 

Total 76 


1 

4 

29 

34 

77 

26 

3 

119 

7 

7 

31 

45 

15 

13 

25 

63 

5 

35 

40 

13 

8 

39 

61 

5 

6 

16 

27 

8 

15 

33 

56 

28 

10 

5 

50 

3 

14 

39 

56 

6 

19 

36 

61 

1 

3 

4 

S 

12 

4 

7 

24 

3 

6 

26 

35 

27 

46  . 

74 

2 

7 

27 

36 

2 

11 

36 

49 

3 

6 

20 

29 

6 

5 

21 

32 

5 

17 

36 

58 

6 

7 

20 

33 

12 

6 

21 

39 

38  . 

44 

3 

9 

1 

13 

8 

16 

15 

39 

5 

24 

14 

43 

1 

6 

2 

9 

2 

2 

15 

19 

1 

11 

12 

3 

24 

27 

1 

3 

43 

47 

2 

5 

35 

42 

2 

7 

25 

34 

2 

15 

17 

16 

14 

8 

40 

4 

13 

43 

61 

3 

9 

14 

26 

6 

6 

11 

23 

8 

4 

11 

25 

40 

10 

19 

74 

4 

8 

40 

52 

S 

12 

2 

22 

9 

6 

32 

47 

2 

3 

9 

14 

4 

2 

14 

20 

27 

11 

10 

63 

1  . 

10 

11 

13 

11 

8 

40 

8 

5 

22 

37 

2 

4 

24 

30 

3 

3 

6 

12 

4 

10 

16 

30 

30 

7 

18 

67 

1 

16 

17 

2 

8 

36 

46 

1 

3 

9 

13 

3 

11 

28 

42 

8 

13 

18 

39 

2 

13 

15 

5 

7 

20 

32 

4 

15 

12 

31 

14 

28 

25 

67 

5 

2 

23 

30 

18 

27 

20 

65 

4 

5 

15 

24 

4 

24 

43 

71 

60S      1,304      2,551 
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STATEMENT  SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  SCHOOLS  IN  THE  SEVERAL 
COUNTIES  HAVING  SEVEN,  EIGHT,  NINE  AND  TEN  MONTHS  RE- 
SPECTIVELY FOR  THE  SCHOOL  TEAR  ENDING  JULY  7,   1913. 


County. 


ti 

s 

a 

S3 

0) 

61 

Z 

K 

Adams,     

Allegheny,     2,306 

Armstrong,     

Beaver,     

Bedford,     

Berks,     343 

Blair r 

Bradford 

Bucks 77 

Butler 

Cambria,    

Cameron,     

Carbon 16 

Centre,     

Chester,     • 43 

Clarion,    

Clearfield,     

Clinton,      

Columbia,     

Crawford,     

Cumberland 

Dauphin 

Delaware,     69 

Elk,      

Erie,    

Fayette,    

Forest,    


Franklin 

Fulton 

Greene,      

Huntingdon, 

Indiana 

Jefferson,      

Juniata 

Lackawanna,    . . . 

Lancaster 

Lawrence,    

Lebanon 

Lehigh 

Luzerne,     

Lycoming,    

McKean 

Mercer,     

Mifflin,     

Monroe,    

Montgomery,     ... 

Montour 

Northampton, 
Northumberland, 

Perry,     

Pike 

Potter,      

Schuylkill,      

Snyder,     

Somerset,      

Sullivan,     

Susquehanna,     .. 
Tii 


;oga, 


Union,     

Venango,     

Warren,     

Washington,     . 

Wayne,    

Westmoreland, 

Wyoming,      

York,     


613 
155 


24 
237 


343 


281 
119 


2 

1,496 

96 

285 

"90 
323 

110 
173 
95 
301 

18 
187 
54 
261 
20 
95 
58 
105 
SO 
87 
424 
444 
72 
370 
178 
14 
87 


25 
41 
62 

389 
70 
194 
126 
276 
1,074 
175 
109 
177 
37 
43 
286 
28 
106 
253 
16 
17 
50 
523 


36 
74 
17 
141 
115 
313 
40 
422 
25 
206 


16 

188 

203 

269 

24 

4,095 

20 

297 

413 

44 

139 

46S 

40 

298 

338 

47 

411 

891 

82 

147 

552 

88 

239 

437 

100 

47 

397 

64 

241 

400 

142 

370 

813 

22 

20 

60 

15 

36 

254 

37 

220 

311 

248 

552 

31 

226 

277 

173 

306 

574 

40 

100 

198 

29 

157 

291 

133 

263 

476 

51 

173 

311 

79 

135 

633 

513 

149 

9 

230 

128 

151 

649 

542 

144 

864 

60 

18 

92 

20 

282 

389 

4 

77 

81 

31 

232 

263 

11 

228 

261 

51 

314 

406 

87 

229 

378 

11 

101 

112 

74 

31 

1,107 

79 

509 

813 

62 

111 

367 

66 

137 

329 

47 

155 

502 

55 

128 

1,491 

76 

199 

450 

184 

18 

311 

60 

218 

455 

31 

94 

162 

8 

112 

163 

72 

75 

776 

50 

7* 

109 

98 

593 

15 

149 

536 

19 

151 

186 

15 

39 

71 

66 

101 

217 

60 

150 

960 

4 

123 

127 

71 

331 

446 

11 

91 

107 

46 

201 

2S3 

7S 

163 

315 

80 

97 

81 

138 

360 

100 

105 

320 

274 

236 

823 

17 

189 

246 

522 

192 

1.136 

18 

84 

127 

117 

407 

731 

Total, 


4,853    11,038      5,061    10.687    31,879 
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DISTRIBUTION  OF  STATE  AID  TO  NORMAL  SCHOOL  STUDENTS   FOR 
THE  SCHOOL  YEAR  ENDING  JULY,  1913. 


Location.  Amount. 


First            WestChester, $43,774  50 

Second                      Millersville 27,042  00 

Third'                             Kutztown 20,169  00 

Fourth,'!: Bast  Stroudsburg 17,698  50 

Fifth, Mansfield 22,597  50 

Sixth'    Bloomsburg 24,834  00 

Seventh^   ' Shippensburg,    13,392  00 

Eighth                 Lock  Haven, 16,935  00 

Ninth  ' Indiana,    49,494  00 

Tenth'                               California,    18,657  00 

Eleventh Slippery   Rock 32,547  0© 

Twelfth,     Edinboro 15,951  00 

Thirteenth Clarion 23,268  00 

Total      $326, 359  50 


Note  —The  amounts  given  paid  the  tuition  in  full  of  all  students  seventeen  years  of  age  and 
upwards  who  signed  agreement  to  teach  two  full  annual  school  terms  in  the  public  schools  of  the 
State. 


CORNPLANTER  INDIAN  SCHOOL. 

Receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  school  year  ending  July,  1913, 
for  the  Coruplanter  Indian  School,  situated  on  the  Allegheny  river 
in  Warren  county,  as  certified  to  by  C.  S.  Knapp,  superintendent  of 
schools  of  Warren  county,  as  per  Act  of  Assembly,  approved  April 
10,  1905,  and  amended  June  13,  1911. 

Receipts. 

Balance  on  hand  from  last  year,   f 68  52 

State  appropriation,    600  00 

Tuition  of  pupils  from  Elk  township, 55  50 

Total,     $724  02 

Expenditures. 

Teacher's  salary  and  institute  fee,   $455  00 

Fuel  and  hauling  same,   93  30 

Repairing  furnace,  roof,  water  lines,  sewage,  etc.,   29  09 

Insurance,    15  60 

Books  and  supplies,  45  83 

Supplies  for  living  room,  cleaning,  disinfecting,  etc., 58  95 

Total,     $697  77 

Balance  on  hand,  $26  25 

Number  of  pupils  enrolled, 22 

Per  cent,  of  attendance  during  term,   83 

Cost  per  month  per  pupil,  $3  88 

38 
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COST  OF  COLLECTING   SCHOOL  TAX   IN   SECOND   AND  THIRD   CLASS 
SCHOOL    DISTRICTS    FOR    THE    SCHOOL    YEAR     ENDING     ON     THE 

FIRST   MONDAY   OF   JULY,    1913,    AS    REPORTED     BY    THE  SCHOOL 
BOARDS  TO  THE   SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PUBLIC   INSTRUCTION. 

ALLEGHENY  COUNTY. 

Baldwin    township ,    $954  \q 

Bellevue    borough,     3,598  37 

Braddock   borough ,    2  481  93 

Carnegie    borough,     1,084  89 

Chartiers    township,     1,334  75 

Duquesne   borough,    1  700  27 

East   Pittsburgh    borough,     902  51 

Etna    borough,     592  52 

Glassport   borough ,    752  67 

Harrison    township,     902  73 

Homestead    borough ,     897  79 

Knoxville    borough ,     905  30 

McCandless    township ,     120  66 

McKees   Rocks   borough,    2,009  68 

McKeesport    borough,     3,116  84 

Mifflin   township,    1,19147 

Mill  vale  borough ,    578  55 

Munhall    borough,     923  77 

North    Braddock    borough,    2,042  77 

Penn     township ,     1 ,  136  61 

Rankin    borough ,    773  43 

St.    Clair  borough,    513  83 

Scott    township,     1,157  58 

Shaler    township,    513  38 

South    Fayette    township,     933  67 

Stowe    township,     869  21 

Swissvale   borough,    2,085  30 

Tarentum  borough,    1,671  84 

Wilkinsburg    borough,     2,107  63 

Wilmerding    borough ,     962  95 


BEAVER   COUNTY. 

Ambridge   borough,    909  56 

Beaver   Falls   borough,    1,706  90 

New    Brighton    borough,     1,096  85 

Rochester    borough ,     658  56 

BERKS  COUNTY. 

Reading    City,     3,594  58 

BLAIR  COUNTY. 

Altoona  City,    3,458  05 

Juniata    borough,     806  77 

Logan    township,    827  94 

Tyrone    borough,     1,208  81 
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BRADFORD   COUNTY. 
Sayre    borough,     963  72 

BUCKS  COUNTY. 

Bristol    borough,     377  88 

BUTLER  COUNTY. 

Butler    borough,     2,177  43 

Butler    township,     483  30 

CAMBRIA  COUNTY. 

East   Conemaugh  borough ,    • 637  07 

Johnstown    City,     2,490  15 

CARBON  COUNTY. 

Lansford    borough,     663  52 

Lehighton  borough,    669  35 

CHESTER  COUNTY. 

Coatesville    borough,     585  98 

Phoenixville    borough,     1,175  44 

West  Chester  borough,    1,331  42 

CLEARFIELD  COUNTY. 

Clearfield    borough,     679  14 

Cooper  township ,    652  14 

DuBois    borough, 1,656  53 

Sandy    township,     190  00 

CLINTON  COUNTY. 
Lock    Haven    City,    2,417  46 

COLUMBIA  COUNTY. 

Berwick    borough ,     601  62 

Bloomsburg    borough,     1,035  59 

West    Berwick    borough,    285  69 

CRAWFORD   COUNTY. 

Meadville    City,     862  54 

Titusville    City,     1,105  86 

CUMBERLAND  COUNTY. 
Carlisle   borough,    1,581  74 

38—7—1913. 
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DAUPHIN  COUNTY. 

Harrisburg   City,    8,890  64 

Middletown   borough ,    404  73 

Steel  ton    borough ,     \  053  12 

Susquehanna    township,     gjg  04 

DELAWARE   COUNTY. 

Chester   City,    4j906  56 

Darby    borough,     1,025  85 

Radnor    township,     1  706  35 

Upper   Darby    township,    901  80 

ELK  COUNTY. 

Ridgway    borough ,     841  90 

St .    Mary's   borough ,    417  95 

ERIE  COUNTY. 

Corry   City,    841  46 

Erie    City,     8,327  55 

FAYETTE  COUNTY. 

Connellsville    borough,     2,606  74 

Dunbar    township ,     200  27 

Georges    township ,     1  795  14 

German    township ,     1  062  62 

Manallen    township,    358  18 

North  Union  township,    1,737  51 

Perry    township ,     760  35 

Redstone    township, 1  223  61 

South    Union    township,     519  80 

Uniontown    borough,     2  712  73 

FRANKLIN    COUNTY. 

Charnbersburg    borough ,     1 ,  152  49 

Waynesboro    borough ,     925  29 

HUNTINGDON  COUNTY. 

Huntingdon,     632  66 

INDIANA   COUNTY. 

Green    township, 250  00 

Indiana  borough,    809  98 

JEFFERSON   COUNTY. 

Punxsutawney    borough ,     1  215  57 
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LACKAWANNA  COUNTY. 

Carbondale   City,    2,318  41 

Dunmore    borough,    2,225  63 

Old    Forge    borough, 1,11106 

Olyphant   borough,    3,764  53 

Seranton   City,    18,491  28 

Taylor    borough,     1,32194 

Throop    borough,     .' 970  28 

Winton   borough,    1,403  16 

LANCASTER  COUNTY. 

Columbia   borough,    1,347  03 

Lancaster  City,    1,500  00 

LAWRENCE   COUNTY. 

New    Castle    City,     2,833  95 

LEBANON    COUNTY. 

Lebanon ,    North   township ,    310  38 

LEHIGH  COUNTY. 

Allentown    City,     1,569  36 

Catasauqua  borough ,    654  21 

Whitehall    township,     809  86 

LUZERNE  COUNTY. 

Ashley    borough ,     451  19 

Duryea    borough ,    1 ,361  19 

Edwardsville    borough,     1,519  37 

Foster    township,    1,506  71 

Freeland    borough,     875  34 

Hanover    township,     2,523  35 

Hazel    township,     1,807  03 

Hazleton    City,    3,07119 

Kingston    borough,     1,080  58 

Larksville    borough,     2,41127 

Luzerne  borough ,    600  00 

Nanticoke    borough,     3,577  31 

Newport   township ,    4,484  38 

Pittston    City,     3,14154 

Pittston    township,    837  70 

Plymouth    borough,     " 1,137  00 

Swoyersville    borough ,     568  49 

West    Pittston    borough,     720  24 

Wilkes-Barre    City,     7,790  91 

LYCOMING   COUNTY. 

Jersey   Shore  borough,    875  63 

Williamsport   City,    2,700  00 
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McKEAN  COUNTY. 

Bradford    City,    1,710  72 

Kane    borough,     1,152  85 

MERCER   COUNTY. 

Greenville    borough,     1,102  94 

Sharon    borough,     3,025  43 

South    Sharon    borough,     1,397  85 

MIFFLIN  COUNTY. 

Derry    township,     456  07 

Lewistown    borough ,     601  39 

MONTGOMERY  COUNTY. 

Abington    township,     1,501  98 

Cheltenham    township,     1,797  24 

Conshohocken    borough ,     460  00 

Lower  Merion  township,    2,500  00 

Norristown    borough,    2,540  02 

Pottstown    borough,     1,332  62 

MONTOUR    COUNTY. 

Danville    borough,     487  48 

NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY. 

Bangor    borough ,     754  80 

Bethlehem    borough,     1,228  69 

Easton    City, 3,115  49 

Northampton    borough,     830  50 

South  Bethlehem  borough,    1,378  29 

NORTHUMBERLAND  COUNTY. 

Coal    Township,     4,075  07 

Milton    borough, 894  63 

Mount    Carmel    borough,    2,142  79 

Mount  Carmel  township,    1,598  91 

Shamokin    borough,     1,493  54 

Sunbury    borough ,     •. 1 ,  188  18 

SCHUYLKILL  COUNTY. 

Coaldale    borough,     1,412  99 

Gilberton   borough,    815  25 

Mahanoy    City,     1,953  31 

Minersville    borough ,    739  99 
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Pottsville   borough,    2'257  30 

St.    Clair  borough, 535  41 

Shenandoah  borough,    3'830  17 

Tamaqua   borough,    1'837  48 

Mahanoy,   West  township,    1>255  03 


SUSQUEHANNA  COUNTY. 

Forest    City    borough,     384  87 

VENANGO  COUNTY. 

Franklin    City,     871  68 

Oil    City,     - i'69818 

WARREN   COUNTY. 


Warren    borough,     1>360  16 


WASHINGTON  COUNTY. 

Carroll    township,     798  62 

Charleroi   borough,    1>343  54 

Donora    borough,     1,097  07 

Monongahela   City,    • 750  00 

Washington    borough,     1,674  70 


WESTMORELAND   COUNTY. 

Huntingdon,   East  township,    556  25 

Greensburg   borough,    1'176  25 

Hempfield    township,     1,057  50 

Jeannette    borough,     733  54 

Latrobe    borough,     1,073  59 

Monessen    borough,     1,320  30 

Mount  Pleasant  borough,   845  34 

Mount  Pleasant  township,    810  09 

New   Kensington   borough, 1,218  90 

North  Huntingdon  township,    868  87 

Penn     township ,     m  41 

Scottdale   borough,    636  46 

Sewickley    township ,     915  00 

South    Huntingdon    township,     422  90 

Unity    township,     1,073  32 


YORK  COUNTY. 

Hanover    borough ,     592  05 

York    City,     2,057  27 
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HIGH  SCHOOL  PUPILS. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  pupils  in  the  high  schools 
of  the  State.  The  numbers  given  are  not  exactly  correct — as  some 
of  the  schools  did  not  report  in  time  for  publication— but  they  are 
very  nearly  so.  The  numbers  given  for  the  counties  do  not  include 
the  high  schools  in  cities  given  in  the  list  after  the  list  for  the 
counties. 

There  are  in  the  State  200  first  grade  high  schools,  250  second  grade 
and  382  third  grade,  making  a  total  of  832.  There  are  515  borough 
high  schools,  302  township  high  schools,  11  joint  high  schools  and  4 
high  schools  in  independent  districts. 


County. 


1.  Adams,   

2.  Allegheny 

3.  Armstrong 

4.  Beaver,     

5.  Bedford 

6.  Berks 

7.  Blair 

8.  Bradford 

9.  Bucks 

10.  Butler 

11.  Cambria, 

12.  Cameron,     

13.  Carbon 

14.  Centre 

15.  Chester 

16.  Clarion, 

17.  Clearfield 

18.  (  linton,    

19.  Columbia,       

20.  Crawford,    .'. 

21.  Cumberland,    

22.  Dauphin 

23.  Delaware,     

24.  Elk 

25.  Brie 

26.  Fayette, 

27.  Forest 

28.  Franklin 

29.  Fulton 

30.  Greene.     

31.  Huntingdon, 

32    Indiana,     

33.  Jefferson,      

34.  Juniata,    

35.  Lackawanna,     ... 

36.  Lancaster,    

37.  Lawrence,     

j.  Lebanon,    

39.  Lehigh 

10.  Luzerne,     

41.  Lycoming,     

42.  McKean 

43.  Mercer,     

44.  Mifflin 

45.  Monroe, 

46.  Montgomery,     ... 

47.  Montour,    

4S.  Northampton,     .. 

49.  Northumberland. 

50.  Perry,    

51.  Pike 

52.  Potter 

53.  Schuylkill,      

54.  Snyder, 

55.  Somerset,    

56.  Sullivan 

57.  Susquehanna,     .. 


135. 

1,570 
222 
419 
128 
375 
322 
415 
421 
425 
236 
59 
247 
387 
757 
164 
493 
122 
228 
328 
367 
506 
400 
198 
399 
634 
66 
312 

141 
208 
156 
394 

96 
352 
578 
174 
162 
199 
858 
310 
225 
70S 
191 
115 
1,039 

88 
536 
771 

96 

20 
206 
854 

84 
192 

76 
187 


145 
2,065 
304 
574 
173 
318 
463 
591 
536 
647 
403 
90 
319 
382 
1,067 
212 
682 
173 
549 
266 
474 
485 
536 
302 
484 
821 
106 
387 
15 
157 
282 
240 
518 
101 
572 
701 
231 
154 
187 

1,246 
407 
331 
837 
230 
159 

1,233 
92 
499 
935 
110 
43 
323 

1,045 
71 
265 
131 
280 
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County.  Males.  Females. 


58.  Tioga,     

59.  Union,      

GO.  Venango 

61.  Warren,      

62.  Washington,    . . 
ti3.  Wayne 

64.  Westmoreland, 

65.  Wyoming 

66  York 


266 

392 

130 

139 

1S4 

249 

307 

411 

596 

801 

270 

345 

1,179 

1,552 

163 

222 

356 

405 

Total   county 22,809  29,465 
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Nan t    High    School    Principal 

anil   address   for   the  year   1913- 
14. 


CITY    HIGH    SCHOOLS. 

Allentown,    

Altoona,    

Bradford 

Carbondale,    

Chester,    

Corry,    

Easton 

Erie 

Franklin,    

Harrisburg, 

Harrisburg    (Technical) 

Hazleton,   

Johnstown 

Lancaster    (Boys) 

Lancaster    (Girls) 

Lebanon 

Lock  Haven 

McKeesport 

Meadville,    

Monongahela,    

New    Castle,    

Oil  City 

Philadelphia: 

Central    (Boys),    

Northeast    Manual    (Boys) 

Southern   Manual    (Boys),    

West  Phila.    (Bovs) 

Girls 

William    Penn,    

West  Philadelphia 

Pittsburgh 

Allegheny 

Firth  Avenue, 

IValiody 

Pittsburgh    Central 

South 

Pittston 

Reading    (Boys) 

Leading    (Girls) 

Scranton 

Scranton   (Technical) 

Titusrille,   

Wilkes-Barre,    

William  .port,    

York 

Total  city 

Total    number   in    counties 

Total  number  in  cities 

Total 


300 

322 

443 

572 

185 

259 

101 

187 

203 

258 

100 

125 

205 

219 

445 

600 

123 

149 

310 

606 

295      . 

196 

253 

318 

408 

317     . 

352 

167 

197 

102 

133 

274 

455 

213 

270 

75 

85 

341 

378 

175 

225 

2,104      . 

1,285     

951      

972     

2,291 

2,672 
998 

506 

573 

440 

595 

563 

708 

331 

151 

236 

232 

4S 

121 

619     . 

540 

339 

412 

479 

602 

109 

145 

692 

771 

287 

329 

361 

314 

15,210 

17,507 

22,809 

29,465 

15,210 

17,507 

Daniel    Hamm,    Allentown. 

Geo.   D.   Robb,    Altoona. 

Chas.    Korns,    Bradford. 

Thomas  W.  Loftus,  Carbondale. 

Joseph  G.   E.   Smedley,    Chester. 

E.    L.    Munroe,    Corry. 

Edward    C.    Brinker,    Jr.,    Easton. 

John  C.   Diehl,    Erie. 

J.     P.     Smithgall,     Franklin. 

W.   S.   Steele,   Harrisburg. 

Chas.    B.    Fager,    Harrisburg. 

J.    Donald    Geist,     Hazleton. 

H.   J.    Stocton,    Johnstown. 

B.   W.   Fisher,    Lancaster. 

H.    E.    Slagen,    Lancaster. 

E.  M.   Balsbaugh,   Lebanon. 
J.    C.    Weirich,    Lock   Haven. 
John  F.  Bower,   McKeesport. 
W.    D.    Lewis,    Meadville. 
Thos.    T.    Hill,    Monongahela. 
Edwin    Sargent,    New   Castle. 

F.  J.   Turnbull,    Oil  City. 

Robt.   Ellis,    Thompson. 
Andrew  J.    Morrison. 
Lemuel  Whitaker. 
Wm.   L.   Say  re. 
J.    Eugene   Baker. 
William   D.    Lewis. 
Parke   Schoch. 

Wm.  L.  Smith. 

Edward   Rynearson. 

David  R.   Sumstine. 

James  R.  Rule. 

J.    M.   McLaughlin. 

Francis    McQuigen,    Pittston. 

Robert    S.    Birch,    Reading. 

Mary  H.  Mayer,   Reading. 

Albert   H.    Welles,    Scranton. 

Ronald    P.    Gleason,    Scranton. 

T.   Frank  Tabor,   Titusville. 

J.    P.    Breidinger,    Wilkes-Barre. 

P.  M.   Bullard,   Newberry. 

Amasa  A.   Holden,   York. 


46,972 
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SPECIAL  STATISTICAL  REPORTS. 

The  following  reports  are  published  in  conformity  to  the  method 
of  accounting  adopted  by  the  U.  S.  Bureau  of  the  Census  and  the 
U.  S.  Bureau  of  Education. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
A.— PAYMENTS. 

I.— EXPENSES    (Cost  of  Conducting  School  System). 


Other 
Objects. 


EXPENSES     OF     GENERAL     CONTROL      (OVERHEAD 
CHARGES.) 

1.  Board  of  Education  and  Secretary's  Office 29,072  73  21,624  96  7,417  77 

2    School   census 6,677  51  5,999  76  677  75 

3.  Finance  offices   and  accounts,    30,729  82  29,263  29  1,466  53 

4.  Legal    services 2,500  00  2,500  00     

5.  Operation  and  maintenance  of  office  building 7,499  51  2,845  00  4,654  51 

6.  Offices   in   charge  of   buildings 5?, 028  35  46,270  27  5,758  08 

Supplies,     27,  ISO  18  23,092  57  4,087  61 

7.  Office  of   superintendent  of  schools 7^,735  99  69,880  54  5,855  45 

8.  Enforcement  of  compulsory  education  and  truancy  laws,  48,278  12  43,817  93  4,460  19 

9.  Other   expenses   of  general   control,    

10.             Total,    : 279,702  21  245,294  32  34,407  S9 
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III.— OTHER   PAYMENTS. 

f  3.  Redemption    of    bonds,     

54.  Redemption    of    short-term    loans,     

55.  Payment  of  warrants  and  orders  of  preceding  year,    

56.  Payments   to   sinking  funds,    debt   and   interest  on   debt   assumed   under   School   Code 

May   18,    1911,    paid   to   Municipal    Sinking    Fund $549,420  00 

57.  Payments  of  interest  on  debt  created  since  May  IS,    1911 10,000  00 

5S.  Miscellaneous    payments,    Teachers'   Retirement   Fund   only 50,000  00 

59.  Total $609,420  00 

CO.  Balances  at  close  of  year  at $1,298,642  90 

iil.  Total   payments   and   balances 9,857,234  32 


B.— RECEIPTS. 

REVENUE  RECEIPTS. 

62.  Subventions  and  grants  from  State,    $963,432  58 

03.  Subventions   and   grants   from    county 

64.  Subventions  and  grants  from  other  civil  divisions,    

65.  Appropriations  from   city   treasury,    

66.  General    property    taxes 7,066,598  02 

67.  Business    taxes     (licenses,    excise    taxes,     taxes    on    corporations,    taxes    on    occupa- 

tions,   etc. ) , 

6S.  Poll   taxes 

69.  Fines  and  penalties, 81  00 

70.  Rents  and  interest 45,334  86 

71.  Tuition   and   other   fees   from    patrons,     6,384  15 

72.  Transfers  from   other  districts   in   payment   of   tuition,    

73.  All  other  revenue 2,305  00 

74.  Total   revenue   receipts $8,074,135  61 


NON-REVENUE   RECEIPTS. 

75.  Loans    and    bond    sales,     $500,000  00 

76.  Warrants  issued  and  unpaid 

77.  Sales  of  real  property  and   proceeds  of  insurance  adjustments 26,500  00 

7S.  Sales  of  equipment  and  supplies,    332  02 

79.  Refund  of  payments 375  71 

SO.  Other  non-revenue  receipts 5,599  69 

81.  Total  non-revenue  receipts,    $532,807  42 

82.  Total    receipts $8,606,943  03 

83.  Balances   at  beginning  of  year 1,250,291  29 

84.  Total"  receipts    and    balances $9,857,234  32 


C— VALUE  OF  SCHOOL  PROPERTIES. 


Class  of  Buildings. 


General   control *$105, 000  00 

Elementary    schools,     19,723.723  00 

Secondary  scools 5,056,000  00 

Normal    schools 539,04100 

Schools  for  the  industries 133,300  00 

Total, •  •  ■  ■  25,557,064  00 


$2,515,500  00 


*This  amount  includes  the  building  used  by  the  Department  of  Compulsory  Education,  and  two 
(2)  warehouses:  the  offices  of  the  Superintendent  of  Schools  and  Superintendent  of  Buildings  are 
rented,   and  those  of  the  Superintendent  of  Supplies  and   Secretary  are  located   in  City   Hall. 
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PITTSBURGH. 
A— PAYMENTS 
-EXPENSES    (Cost  of  Conducting  School  System). 


EXPENSES    OF    GENEHAL    CONTROL    (OVERHEAD 
CHARGES). 

1.  Board  of  Education  and   Secretary's  Office 

2.  Delinquent  tax  office 

3.  Finance  offices,    

4.  Legal    services,     

5.  Operation    and    maintenance   of   office    building    (rent), 
Operation   and   maintenance  of   repair   shop,    

6.  Offices    in    charge   of    buildings,     

Offices  in  charge  of  supplies,    

Store    room     (expenses) 

Book    repair    department,     

7.  Office  of  superintendent  of  schools 

R.  Enforcement  of  compulsory  education  and  truancy  laws 

and  school  census,    

9.  Other  expenses   of  general  business   control,    

10.  Total 


$16,101  06 
520  11 

$12,216  54 

$3,S84  52 
520  11 

19,695  20 
5,676  77 
7,54ti  93 

19,054  92 
5,652  77 

640  28 

24  00 

7,546  93 

8,938  25 

8,938  25 

20,542  46 
14,383  17 
2,692  36 

13,448  39 
12,061  97 

7,0*94  07 

2,321  20 

2,692  36 

98  40 

9S  40 

34,060  33 

33,678  24 
18,126  64 

30,302  97 
33,320  6S 

3,757  36 

357  56 
IS, 126  64 

$1S2,059  92 

$126,058  24 

$56,001  68 
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Ill— OTHER   PAYMENTS. 

Redemption  of  bonds,  out  of  General  Fund  (through  Sinking  Fun), 
Redemption  of  short-term  loans,   out  of  General  Fund,    (through  Sinking 

Fund ) 

Payment   of    warrants    and    orders    of    preceding    year    (included    in    all 

figures  of  report ) ,    

Payments  to  sinking   funds,    

Payments  of  interest  out  of  General  Fund  (through  Sinking  Fund),  .. 
Miscellaneous  payments,    including  payments   to   bond   expense,    


$141,700  00 
17,500  00 


9,850  00 

268,780  72 

26  95 


Total,     $440,857  67 


Balances  at  close  of  year: 

Inventories 

Transfers 


Less    discounts,     

Balance  at  close  of  year, 


$62,114  66 
486  64 


$62,601  30 
664  00 


$61,937  30  $4,898,232  73 
1,435,682  86 


61.  Total  payments  and  balances,    $6,333,915  59 

B  .—RECEIPTS . 

REVENUE  RECEIPTS. 

62.  Subventions    and    grants    from    State,     $313,703  04 

63.  Subventions   and   grants   from    county 

64.  Subventions   and  grants  from  other  civil  divisions,    former  old   school   board.,,    764,664  29 

65.  Appropriations   from    city    treasury __  ••• 

66.  General   property   taxes    (net) 5,162,426  57 

67.  Business  taxes    (licenses,    excise  taxes,    taxes  on  corporations,    taxes  on  occupations, 

etc.) 

68.  Poll   taxes nnzV\k 

69.  Fines   and    penalties, 7,7o7  41 

70.  Rents  and  interest,    69,130  91 

71.  Tuition,      10,625  53 

72.  Transfers  from  other  districts  in  payment  of  tuition,    

73.  All  other  revenue,    365  84 

74.  Total   revenue   receipts $6,3JS,673  65 

NON-REVENUE  RECEIPTS. 

75.  Loans  ad  bond  sales,    

76.  Warrants   issued   and   unpaid,    i/AAA'ii 

77.  Proceeds    of    insurance    adjustments $4,279  23 

7S.  Sales   of   equipment   and   supplies •••• 

79.  Refund    of    payments,     962  71 

80.  Other    non-revenue    receipts,     

SI.  Total    non-revenue    receipts,     $5,24194 

82.  Total     receipts $(,',3:3,915  59 

83.  Balances  at  beginning  of  year 

84.  Total   receipts   and   balances,    $6,333,915  59 

*None  as  to  new  bond. 


C—  VALUE  OP   SCHOOL  PROPERTIES. 


Class  of   Buildings. 


General  control,    

Elementary     schools $13,S39,552  20  $13,254,51158 

Secondary   schools,    1,781. 4S5  42  1,586,80118 

Normal    schools 277,80127  263,713  9S 

Schools  for  the  Industries,    431,405  42  411,099  13 

Special   schools 396  00     

Other  than  school  purposes 372,435  00  372,435  00 

Total, $16,703,075  31  $15,8S8,560  87 


$5S5,040  62 

194,684  24 

14,087  29 

20,306  29 

396  00 


1,514  44 
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HIGHER  INSTITUTI 


Name   of    Institution. 


Location. 


City  or  Town. 


County 
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O  ed 

<H 

O 

" 

Q 

COLLEGES    AND    UNIVERSITIES. 

Albright    College Myerstown,   Lebanon, 

Allegheny    College Meadville Crawford,    .. 

Leaver    College,    Beaver Beaver 

Bryn    Mawr    College Bryn    Mawr,    Montgomery, 

Bucknell    University,    Lewisburg,     Union,     

Carnegie    Institute    of    Technology,    ....  Pittsburgh,     Allegheny,     . 


Duquesne    University,     

Dickinson    College,     

Franklin   and   Marshall  College 

Geneva    College,     

Grove  City  College,    

Haverford    College,     

Irving   College 

Juniata    College,     

Lafayette   College,    

LaSalle   College 

Lebanon   Valley   College 

Lehigh    Univesity,     

Moravian    College,     

Moravian     Seminary     and     College     for 
Women. 

Pennsylvania    College,     

Pennsylvania  College  for  "Women,    

Pennsylvania  Military  College,    

Pennsylvania    State    College,     

St.   Joseph's   College,    

St.    Vincent    College 


Pittsburgh,     Allegheny,     ... 

Carlisle,    Cumberland, 

Lancaster,    Lancaster,     ... 

Beaver  Palls,    Reaver,     

Grove  City,    Mercer,     

Haverford,     Delaware, 

Mecanicsburg Cumberland, 

Huntingdon,     Huntingdon,    . 

Easton Northampton, 

Philadelphia,    Philadelphia, 

Annville Lebanon,    

South   Bethlehem,    ...  Northampton, 

Bethlehem Northampton, 

Bethlehem,    Northampton, 


Gettysburg,     Adams,     

Pittsburgh,    Allegheny, 

Chester Delaware 

State    College,     Centre 

Philadelphia,    Philadelphia,     . 

Beatty Westmoreland, 


Susquehanna    College Selinsgrove,    Snyder 

Swarthmore    College,     Swarthmore, Delaware,     

Temnle    University,    Philadelphia,    Philadelphia,     . 

Thiel   College Greenville Mercer,     

University  of  Pennsylvania,    Philadelphia Philadelphia,     . 

University    of    Pittsburgh Pittsburgh,    Allegheny,     — 

Ursinus   College,    Collegeville Montgomery, 

Villanova    College,     Villanova,    Delaware,     

Washington   and    Jefferson    College,     Washington,    Washington,     .. 

Waynesburg    College Waynesburg Greene 

Westminster   College,    New  Wilmington Lawrence 

Wilson    College,    Chambersburg Franklin,     

THEOLOGICAL    SEMINARIES. 

Crozer   Theological    Seminary,    Chester,     Delwaare,     

Lutheran    Theological    Seminary,    Mt.    Airy,    Philadelphia,     . 

Meadville    Theological    School,     Meadville,    Crawford 

St.    Vincent  College  and   Seminary,    Beatty,    Westmoreland, 

The    Divinity    School    of   the    Protestant  Philadelphia Philadelphia,     . 

Enisconal    Church. 

The   Lutheran   Theological   Seminary,    ..   Gettysburg,     Adams,      

The    Moravian    College    and    Theological  Bethlehem,    Northampton, 

Seminary. 

The    Theological    Seminary    of    the    Re-  Lancaster Lancaster,     

formed   Church. 

The  Western  Theological  Seminary Pittsburgh Allegheny,     

Theological     Seminary     of     the     United  Allegheny 

Presbyterian   Church. 

MEDICAL   COLLEGES. 

Department  of  Medicine,    Medico-   Chir-  Philadelphia Philadelphia,     . 

urgical   College. 

Hahnemann  Medical  College,    Philadelphia Philadelphia,    . 

Jefferson   Medical  College Philadelphia,     Philadelphia,    . 

Medical      Department,       University      of  Philadelphia,     Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania. 
School  of  Medicine,   University  of  Pitts-  Pittsburgh,    Allegheny 

burgh. 
The   Temple   University,    Department  of  Philadelphia Philadelphia,     . 

Medicine. 
The   Women's   Medical   College Philadelphia Philadelphia, 
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1870 

1740 

1755 

1787 

1819 

1869 

1869 

1842 

1846 

1780 

1802 

1851 

1850 

1852 

1852 

1870 

1869 

1844 
1846 
1S62 

1826 

1807 


1846 
1870 
1862 

1827 
1S63 


1825   1831 


1848 
1825 
1765 


1848 
1838 


No.  6. 

ONS  OF  LEARNING. 


STATISTICS. 


633 


Religious    Denomination. 


Official    Title  of   Officers 

in  Charge. 


of    President,    Principal    or 

Superintendent 


United    Evangelical President, 

President, 

Methodist    Episcopal,    President, 

Undenominational President, 

Baptist,    President, 

Non-Sectarian, Director, 

Catholic President, 

Methodist   Episcopal President, 

Reformed President, 

Covenanter President, 

President, 

Friends,    President, 

Lutheran,     President, 

Church  of  the  Brethren,    President, 

Presbyterian President, 

Catholic President, 

United   Brethren,    President, 

Non-Sectarian,    President, 

Moravian,     President, 

Moravian President, 

Lutheran President, 

Undenominational,     President, 

None,    Colonel,    .. 

Interdenominational President, 

Roman    Catholic Prefect, 

Roman    Catholic,    Rev.    Director 

Evangelical  Lutheran President, 

Non-Sectarian,    President, 

Undenominational Dean 

Lutheran President, 

Undenominational Provost,     . 

Non-Sectarian,    Chancellor. 

Non-Sectarian President, 

Catholic,     President, 

Non-Sectarian,    President, 

Presbyterian,     President, 

United    Presbyterian President, 

Presbyterian President, 


John   P.    Dunlap,    A.    M.,    D.    D. 

Rev.  Win.  H.  Crawford,   D.  D.,   LL.   D. 

Rev.   LeRoy  Weller,    A.   M. 

M.   Carey  Tomas,   Ph.   D.,   LL.   D. 

John   H.    Harris. 

Arthur     Arton     Hamerschlag,      Sc.     D., 

LL.    D. 
Very   Rev.    Martin   A.    Hehir,    LL.   D. 
Eugene   Allen   Noble,    L.    H.   D.,    LL.    D. 
Henry    H.    Apple,    D.    D.,    LL.    D. 
William   H.    George,    M.    A. 
A.   T.    Ormond,    Ph.    D.,    LL.   D. 
Isaac    Sharpless,    Sc.    D.,    LL.    D. 
E.   E.   Campbell,    A.   M.,    Ph.   D. 
J.    Harvey   Brumbaugh,    A.    M. 
Ethelbert   D.    Warfield,    D.    D.,    LL.    D. 
Brother  Denis   Edward,    A.    B. 
Rev.    G.    D.    Gosserd.    D.    D. 
Henry    S.    Drinker,    E.    M.,    LL.    D. 
Augustus    Schultze,    D.    D.,    L.    H.    D. 
Rev.   John  H.   Clewell,    Ph.   D. 

William    A.    Granville,    Ph.    D.,    LL.    D. 

Rev.    Henry   D.    Lindsay,    D.    D. 

Charles   E.    Hyatt,    LL.    D. 

Edwin   Erie   Sparks,    Ph.    D.,    LL.   D. 

Rev.    Charles  W.   Lyons,    S.   J. 

Rt.    Rev.    Leander    Schnerr,     O.    S.    B.. 

D.    D. 
Charles  T.    Aikens,    D.   D. 
Joseph   Swain,    M.   D.,   LL.   D. 
Russell   H.    Conwell,    D.    D.,    LL.   D. 
Rev.    C.   Theodore   Benze,    D.    D. 
Edgar  F.   Smith,    Ph.   D.,    Sc.   D.,   L.   H. 

D.,    LL.   D. 
Samuel  Black  McCormick,   D.  D.,  LL.  D. 
Geo.   Leslie  Omwake,    Ph.   D. 
Rev.  Edward  G.  Dohan,   A.  M.,  S.  T.  D. 
Rev.    James   D.    Moffat,    D.    D.,    LL.    D. 
Rev.   Ezra  F.   Baker,    Ph.   D. 
Rev.   Robert  M.   Russell,    D.   D.,   LL.   D. 
Anna   J.    McKeag,    Ph.    D.,    LL.    D. 


Baptist President, 

Lutheran Dean,   


Unitarian President,     ... 

Roman  Catholic Rev.    Director, 

Protestant  Episcopal,    Dean,     

Lutheran President,     ... 

Moravian President,     ... 

Reformed,    President,     ... 

Presbyterian,    President, 


Rev.    Milton   G.    Evans,    D.    D. 
Henry    E.    Jacobs,    D.    D.,    LL.    D. 

T.    D. 
Franklin   C.    Southworth,    D.    D. 
Rev.    Walter  Stehle,    O.    S.    B. 
W.   M.    Groton,    S.    T.    D. 


J.    A.    Singmaster,    D.    D. 

Augustus    Schultze,    D.    D.,    L.    H.    D. 

Rev.    John    Calvin    Bowman,    D.    D. 

Rev.    James    A.    Kelso,    Ph.    D.,    D.    D. 


ca    Egbert.    M.    D. 


Dean,  . .  . 
Sub-Dean, 
Dean,     ... 

Dean,     . . . 

Dean,    . . . 

Dean,    . . . 


Win      B.    Van    Lennep.    M.    D. 
R<V5«    V.    Patterson,    M.    D. 
William    Pepper,    M.    D. 

Thomas  Shaw  Arbuthnot,   A.   B. 

Frank   C.    Hammond,    M.    D. 

Clara    Marshall,    M.    D, 
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HIGHER  INSTITUTIONS 


u 

Location. 
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C3 

Name  of 

Institution. 

1 

o   . 

V 

City  or  Town. 

1 

County 

o 

a 

o 

C  ea 

c 

o 

OJ 

BJ<H 

03 

0 

Q 

VETERINARY    MEDICINE. 

The     School     of     Veterinary     Medicine,    Philadelphia, 
University    of    Pennsylvania. 


Philadelphia, 


COLLEGES   OF   PHARMACY. 


Philadelphia   College  of   Pharmacy,    Philadelphia,    Philadelphia, 

Pittsburgh   College  of   Pharmacy Pittsburgh,    Allegheny,     . 

The  Temple   University,    Pharmacy   De-  Philadelphia, Philadelphia, 

partment. 


1878        1878 


DENTAL    COLLEGES. 

Dental    Department,    Medico-Chirurgieal  Philadelphia, Philadelphia, 

College. 

Philadelphia   Dental   College Philadelphia, Philadelphia, 

School     of     Dentistry,      University     of  Philadelphia, Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania. 
School     of     Dentistry,      University     of  Pittsburgh Allegheny,     .. 

Pittsburgh. 


1862 
1878 


1863 
1S96 


LAW   SCHOOLS. 

Dickinson   School  of  Law,    Carlisle Cumberland, 

Temple   University,    Law   Department,..   Philadelphia,    Philadelphia, 

University    of    Pennsylvania,    Law    De-  Philadelphia,    Philadelphia, 

partment. 
University    of    Pittsburg,    Law    Depart-  Pittsburgh,    Allegheny,     .. 

ment. 
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Beligious   Denomination. 


Official    Title   of    Officers 
in  Charge. 


Name    of    President,     Principal    or 
Superintendent 


Dean Louis   A.    Klein,    V.    M.    D. 


Dean  and  Asst.   Dean,    ..  President    Howard    B.    French. 


Dean S.  H.   Guilford,   A.  M.,   Ph.  D.,   D.  D.  S. 

Dean Edward    C.    Kirk. 

Dean,     H.   Edmund   Friesell,    B.    S.,    D.   D.   S. 


Dean Win.  Trickett. 
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PENNSYLVANIA  SCHOOL  OFFICERS. 


COLLEGE  AND   UNIVERSITY  COUNCIL. 

(Authorized    by    Act    of    June    26,    1S95,    P.    L.    327.) 

Members  Ex-oflicio — Governor  John  K.  Tener,  President;  Attorney-General 
John  C.  Bell;  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer, 
Secretary . 

Edgar  F.   Smith,  Philadelphia. 

J     D.   Moffat,   Washington,   Washington  County. 

Martin  G.   Brumbaugh,   Philadelphia. 

Edwin  E.   Sparks,   State  College,  Centre  County 

Edward  Morrell,  Philadelphia. 

Samuel  B.   McCormick,   Pittsburgh,   Allegheny  County. 

J.   H.   Harris,   Lewisburg,   Union  County. 

Henry   S.   Drinker,    South   Bethlehem,   Northampton   County. 

H.   H.  Apple,   Lancaster,   Lancaster  County. 


STATE  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 

MEMBERS.  David  B.   Oliver, Vice-President. 

Martin   G.    Brumbaugh,    Philadelphia.  Pittsburgh,   Pa. 

David  B.  Oliver Pittsburgh  T     „  „     ,  .  „ 

George  M.   Philips,    West  Chester  J'    GeorSe  Becht     ....     Secretary 

John  S.   Rilling,    Erie.  Hamsburg,   Pa. 

William   Lauder Riddlesburg.  H.  C.  Richards,    Consulting  Architect. 

James  M.   Coughlin,    Wilkes-Barre.  Philadelphia,     Pa. 

Nathan   C.    Schaeffer,    Ex-Officio  „,.       „■,        ,,    „     , 

'  Miss  Edna  M.   Kugler,    Stenogr 

OFFICERS.  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Xathan  C.  Schaeffer President.  Miss  Freda  Mylecraine 

Harrisburg,  Pa.  Harrisburg,  Pa. 


STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOLS. 


District. 


Principal . 


Postoffice . 


First,  George  M .  Philips,   ;   West  Chester 

Second ,  P .   M .   Harbold ,   Millersville 

Third 

Fourth,  

Fifth,    

Sixth,    

Seventh,  

Eighth,   

Ninth,    


A.   C.   Rothermel,    Kutztown. 

f.  L-  Kemp,  .......v. E.  Stroudsburg. 

Andrew   Thomas    Smith,    Mansfield 

D.    J.    Waller,   Jr.,    Bloomsburg 

Samuel  A.  Martin,   Shippensburg 

George  P.   Singer,   Lock   Haven 

James  E.  Ament,   Indiana 

Tenth ,   !   W .  S .  Hertzog,  ,  California 

Eleventh,   Albert  E.  Mnltby,    ;  Slippery  Rock 

Twelfth Frank    E.    Baker,    Edinboro 

Thirteenth,   John   Ballentine,  acting,    Clarion. 
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PENNSYLVANIA  SCHOOL  OFFICERS. 


DECEMBER  I,  1913. 


Superintendent   of  Public  Instruction. 
NATHAN    C.    SCHAEFFER. 


Deputy    Superintendents . 
A.    D.    GLENN   and   REED   B.   TEITRICK. 


High   School  Inspectors. 
C.  D.  KOCH,  W.  M.  DENISON, 

THOMAS  S.  MARCH,  JAMES  G.  PENTZ. 


Expert   Assistants. 
L.    H.    DENNIS,    Agricultural    Education. 
MILLARD  B.  KING,  Industrial  Education. 
MISS    ROSE    M.    FETTEROLF,    Drawing. 
MISS  SUSAN  E.  GARVER,  Stenographer. 


Other  Officers  of  the  Department. 
R.  M.  McNEAL,  Financial  Clerk.  U.  G.  FRY,  Statistical  Clerk. 

H.  H.  FLEISHER,  Recording  Clerk.       JO.   KNAUSS,   Messenger. 


Stenographers  and  Typewriters. 
MISS  MARY  Y.  McREYNOLDS,  MISS  ETHEL  K.  BALDWIN, 

MISS  EDITH  L.   BREITINGER,  MISS  RUTH  L.  GRISSINGER. 


Bureau  of  Professional  Education. 

JOHN  LOMAN,  Examiner. 

A.  DAVIS  JACKSON,  Examiner  and  School  Visitor. 
MISS  JOSEPHINE  F.   EARL,   Stenographer. 
422  Perry   Building,    16th   and   Chestnut   Sts.,   Philadelphia,    Pa. 
C.    BLAINE    SMATHERS,    Examiner   and   School    Visitor. 
Univ.   of  Pittsburgh,   Room  101,   State  Hall,   Pittsburgh,   Pa. 


BUREAU  OF  MEDICAL  EDUCATION  AND  LICENSURE. 

MEMBERS    EX-OFFICIO.  PRESIDENT. 

Dr.    Nathan  C.   Schaeffer »»*»  -T°hn  M"   ^^S^-M&ii"™"'''"' 

Dr.   Samuel  G.  Dixon Hamsburg.  2219  Delancey  Btreet. 

MEMBERS     BY     APPOINTMENT.  SECRETARY   AND   TREASURER. 

Tnhn  M     Bildv     M    D  Philadelphia  Dr.   Nathan  C.   SchMWw     .........  ■■■■BarrUhwrg. 

Dan"el  P    Maldui^'  M.'  D. ,    Chester  Department  of   Publie   Instruction. 

William   Alvah   Stewart.    M.    D rJtt,?^gh 

Calvin  R.   Johnstonbaugh,   M.   D.,    ....BetlHenem. 
Adolph   Koenig,    M.   D.,    Pittsburgh. 
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Adams,    

Allegheny,   

Armstrong,    

Beaver,   

Bedford,   

Berks,    

Blair,  

Bradford,     

Bucks,  

Butler,    

Cambria,    

Cameron,   

Carbon,  

Centre,    

Chester,    

Clarion,    

Clearfield,    

Clinton,    

Columbia,    

Crawford,    

Cumberland, 

Dauphin,    

Delaware,    

Elk,    

Erie,     

Fayette,    

Forest,    

Franklin,   

Fulton,    

Greene,   

Huntingdon,  

Indiana,   

Jefferson,   

Juniata,    

Lackawanna,   ... 

Lancaster,  

Lawrence,    

Lebanon,    

Lehigh,    

Luzerne,  

Lycoming,    

McKean ,    

Mercer,   

Mifflin, 

Monroe,    

Montgomery,    . . . 

Montour,    

Northampton,    .. 
Northumberland , 

Perry,    

Pike,    

Potter 

Schuylkill,  

Snyder,   

Somerset,  

Sullivan 

Susquehanna,    .. 

Tioga,    

Union,   

Venango,    

Warren,    , 

Washington,   

Wayne,     , 

Westmoreland,    ., 

Wyoming,    , 

York,    


H.   Milton  Roth,    

Samuel  Hamilton,    

W.   A.   Patton,    

David  C.   Locke,    

Victor  E.  P.  Barkman, 

Eli  M.  Rapp,   

T.   S.   Davis,    

Herbert  S .  Putnam ,   

J.   H.   Hoffman,    

Frank  A.  McClung,    

M.    S.    Beutz,    

C.  E.  Plasterer,   

James  J.  Bevan,  

David  O.  Etters,  

George  W.   Moore,    

N.  E.  Heeter,   

Wm.  E.  Tobias,   

Ira  N .  McCloskey ,  

Wm.  W.  Evans,  

P.    D.   Blair,    

J.  Kelso  Green,  

H.  V.  B.  Garver,  

A.  G.  Criswell  Smith,   . 

J.  W.  Sweeney,   

I.  H.  Russell,   

John   S.    Carroll,    

J.   O.   Carson,    

L.  E.  Smith,    

B.  C.    Lamberson,    

Harry  D.  Freeland,    

J.   G.   Dell,    

James  F.   Chapman,    ... 

L.   Mayne  Jones,    

Josiah  H.  4)een,   

J.    C.    Taylor,    

Daniel  Fleisher,    

W.    Lee   Gilmore,    

John  W .  Suoke ,    

Alvin   Rupp,    

Frank  P.    Hopper 

G.   B.   Milnor, 

Chas.  W.  Lillibridge,  ... 

H.  E.  McConnell," 

James  F.  Wills.,    

Frank  Koehler,    

J.  Horace  Landis,   

Chas.   W.   Derr,    

Geo.  A.  Grim,   

I.  H.  Mauser,  

Daniel  A .   Kline,    

Lucian   Westbrook ,    

R.   O.   Welfling,    

Livingston   Seltzer,    

T.   A.   Stetler,    

D.  W.   Seibert,    

Harry  R.   Henning,    .... 
Geo.  A.   Stearns,   

E.  A.    Retan,    

Wm.  W.  Spitrelmyer,  ... 
Dallas  W.   Armstrong,    . 

C.  S.  Knapp 

L.   R.   Crumrine,    

J.   J.    Koehler,    

Robt.  C.   Shaw,   

Frank  H.  Jarvis,   

C.   W.   Stine,    


Gettysburg,  . . . 
Wilkinsburg,  . . 
Kittanning,     . . . 

Beaver,   

Bedford,   

Reading,     

Altoona,    

Towanda,     

Doylestown,    ... 

Butler,    

Ebensburg,    

Emporium,    

Mauch    Chunk, 
State  College,    . 

Ercildoun,    

Clarion,    

Clearfield,    

Lock  Haven ,  . . 
Bloomsburg,   . . . 

Meadville,    

Carlisle,    

Middletown,   ... 

Media,   

St.   Marys,    

North  East, 

Dunbar,    , 

Tionesta,    , 

Chambersburg, 
McConnellsburg, 
Waynesburg,    . . . 

Huntingdon,   

Indiana,    , 

Brookville,    

Academia,    

Scranton,   

Lancaster,   

New  Castle, 

Lebanon 

Allen  town,     

Wilkes-Barre,    .. 

Muncy,    

Smethport,    

Mercer 

Belleville,     

Stroudsburg,     . . . 

Norristown ,    

Washingtonville , 

Nazareth,     

Sunbury,    

New  Bloomfield, 

Matamoras,    

Coudersport,    ... 

Pottsville 

Middleburg,    .... 

Somerset,     

Lopez ,    

Kingsley 

Mansfield,    

Mifflinburg,     

Franklin,   

Wa  rren ,    

Washington,     ... 

Honesdale 

Greensburg,    

Tunkhannock,  .. 
York,    


$1,500 
*14,000 
2,000 
2,500 
1,774 
2,500 
2,000 
2,500 
2,500 
1,800 
2,500 
1,800 
2,400 
2,000 
3,000 
2,000 
2,400 
1,600 
3,000 
1,902 
1,750 
2,000 
3,000 
3,000 
2,200 
3,500 
1,500 
1,700 
1,000 
1,576 
1,574 
2,200 
2,100 
1,060 
4,000 
3,000 
1,500 
2,000 
2,200 
5,000 
2,500 
2,000 
2,000 
1,500 
1,800 
5,000 
1,500 
2,500 
1,800 
1,940 
1,500 
2.500 
3,500 
1,500 
2,000 
1,500 
2,000 
2,000 
1,200 
2,200 
2,500 
3,000 
1,800 
6,000 
1,945 
2,500 


"Out  of  this  amount,  Supt.  Hamilton  pays  to  three  assistants,  $8,500 
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City,    Borough   or 
Township. 


Abington    township, 
(Montgomery   Co . ) 

Allen  town,    

Altoona ,  

Ambridge,    

Archbald ,    

Ashland,    

Bangor ,    

Beaver  Falls,    

Bethlehem ,    

Braddock,    

Bradford,    

Bristol,  

Butler,    

Carbondale,    

Carlisle 

Carnegie,   

Chambersburg,    

Charleroi,    

Cheltenham       township, 
(Montgomery   Co.) 

Chester,    

Coal   township,    (North- 
umberland Co.) 

Coatesville,     

Columbia ,    

Connellsville,  

Conshohocken,    

Corry,    

Danville,    

Darby,    

Dickson  City,   

Donora,    

DuBois,    

Dunmore,    

Easton,  

Erie,    

Farrell,    

Franklin,   

Greensburg,    

Greenville,    

Hanover,     

Harrisburg,    

Hazleton,     

Hazle     township     (Luz- 
erne  Co.) 

Homestead ,     

Huntingdon ,    

Jeannette,   

Johnstown ,   

Juniata,   

Kane,    

Lancaster,  

Lansford,    

Latrobe,   

Lebanon, 

Lewistown ,   

Lock  Haven,   

Lower  Merion  township, 
(Montgomery  Co.) 

McKeesport ,    

McKees  Rocks,    

Mahanoy  City ,   

Mahanov     township, 

(Schuylkill   Co.) 
Meadville,     


Name. 

(Commission   expires 

June,  1914.) 


Edward  S  .    Ling,    . . . 

Francis    Raub,     

Henry  H.   Baish,    . . . 

B.    S.    Bayle,    

W.  A.  Kelly,   

T.  E.   Garber,   

John  W.  Gr uver,  .. 
Clyde  C.  Green,  .... 
W.   C.   Sampson,    ... 

F.   C.    Steltz,    

E.  E.   Schermerhorn, 
Louise  D.    Baggs,    . . 
John  A.   Gibson, 
Thos.  L.   Gilmartin, 
John   C.    Wagner,    .. 

Thos.  J.  George,  

Samuel  Gelwix,  .... 
Thos.   L.   Pollock,    .. 


Postoffice. 


Wm.  G.  Cleaver, 
Thomas  S.  Cole,   . 


P.  Frank  Brennan,   .... 

Wm.  T.  Gordon,  

H.  W.  Dodd,   

Stanley    P.    Ashe,     

Frank  L.  Cloud,  

Charles  L.  Wilson,   

Daniel  N.  Dieffenbacher 
Charles  P.   Sweeney,    .. 

James  P .   Wilson ,    

Edgar  Reed ,  

W.  R.  Straughn,  

C.  F.   Hoban,    

Robt.  E.  Laramy,   

H.   C.   Missimer,    

I,.   R.  Eckles,    

N.   P.   Kinsley,    

J.    H.   Alleman,    

Grant  B.   Gerberich,    .. 

J.   C.   Carey,    

F.  E.   Downes, 

D.  A.   Harman,    


Joseph  B.  Gabrio,   .. 

Landis  Tanger,    

W.    M.   Rife,    

T.  B.  Shank,   

J.  N.  Adee,  

M.  B.  Wineland,    ... 

Frank  R.  Neild,   

J.    N.    K.    Hickman, 

E.  E.  Kuntz,   

S.  E.  Downs,   

Fred  W.  Robbins.    . . 
T.   Latimer  Brooks, 
Frederick  H.  Gaige, 

H.   J.   Wightman,    .. 
Joseph   B.    Richey, 

T.  K.  Johnston,   

Wm.   N.   Ehrhart, 

Frank  J.  Noonan,   . 
Russell   H.    Bellows, 


Glenside,    

Allentown ,     

Altoona,    

Ambridge,    

Archbald,     

Ashland,   

Bangor,     

Beaver  Falls,  . . 

Bethlehem,    

Braddock,    

Bradford,     . 

Bristol,    

Butler,    

Carbondale, 

Carlisle,    

Carnegie,    

Chambersburg, 
Charleroi,    .... 

Elkins  Park,  . 
Chester,    

Shamokin,   .... 
Coatesville,   . . . 
Columbia ,    .... 
Connellsville, 
Conshohocken , 

Corry ,    

Danville,    

Darby,     

Dickson  City, 

i  Donora 

DuBois,    

Dunmore,     .... 

Easton,    

Erie,     

Farrell,     

Franklin,    

Greensburg,  . . 
Greenville,     . . . 

Hanover,    

Harrisburg, 
Hazleton 

Hazleton,  .... 
Homestead,  .. 
Huntingdon,  . 
Jeannette,  .... 
Johnstown ,    ... 

Juniata ,    

Kane,     

Lancaster,   

Lansford,   

Latrobe 

Lebanon 

Lewistown,  ... 
Lock    Haven, 

Ardmore,    

McKeesport,  . 
McKees  Rocks 
Mahanoy  City, 

Mahanoy  City, 
Meadville,     ... 


$2,000 
2,500 
2,400 
2,000 
1,500 
1,500 
1,500 
2,600 
2,000 
2,700 
2,400 
1,600 
2,800 
1,800 
1,800 
2,500 
1,200 
1,700 

2,500 
2,500 

2,500 
2,000 
1,600 
1,800 
1,500 
1,500 
1,400 
1,500 
1,500 
2,000 
2,400 
2,400 
2,000 
3,600 
2,100 
2,000 
3,000 
2,000 
1,500 
3,300 
3,000 

2,700 
2,400 
1,600 
2,000 
3,500 
1,350 
1,600 
2,000 
1,700 
2,400 
2,500 
1,600 
1,500 

3,000 
3,300 
2,250 
1,650 

2,400 
2,100 
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City ,    Borough   or 
Township. 


Name. 

(Commission   expires 

June,   1914.) 


Postoffice. 


Middletowu 

Milton,    

Minersville,    

Monessen,    

Monongahela  City,  

Mount  Carmel ,  

Nanticoke 

New    Brighton,    

New   Castle,    , 

New  Kensington,    

Newport  township  (Luz 
erne  Co.) 

Norristown ,    

Northampton ,    

Oil    City,     

Old  Forge,    

Olyphant,    

Philadelphia ,   

Phoenixville,    

Pittsburgh 

Pittston,    

Pottstown ,    

Pottsville,    

Punxsutawney,  

Radnor  township  (TJela 
ware   Co.) 

Reading,    

Rochester,  : . . . 

Scranton,     

Shamokin,  

Sharon 

Shenandoah,  

South  Bethlehem,   

Steelton 

Sunbury,    

Tamaqua,    

Tarentum,  

Taylor,    

Throop 

Titusville,     

Tyrone,     

Uniontown,     

Warren,   

Wa  shington ,    

Waynesboro,    

West  Chester,   

West  Mahanoy  town- 
ship. (Schuylkill  Co.) 

Wilkes-Barre ,    

Wilkinsburg,    

Williamsport,    

Winton,    

York 

*Deceased. 


H.  J.  Wickey,   

W.  A.   Wilson,    

W.  M.  Yeingst,  

Harry  E .  Gress,   

Ren  wick  G.  Dean,  .... 

Samuel  H.    Dean,    

Alton  P.  Diffendafer,   . 

Floyd    Atwell,    

T.    A.    Kimes,    

J.    E.    Hershberger,    .. 

H.   U.   Nvhart 

Allen  S.    Martin,    

W.   D.   Landisf 

James  J.  Palmer,  .... 
Francis  R.  Coyne,  ... 
M.  W.  Cummings,  .. 
M.    G.    Brumbaugh,    .. 

Isaac  Doughton ,    

William  Mehard  David- 
son. 
Francis  S.  McGuigan, 
Wm.   W.   Rupert,    .... 

E.  R.  Barclay,   

Frank  S.  Jackson,  .... 


George  H.  Wilson, 
Charles  S.  Foos,  . . 
William   S.    Taft, 


Joseph    Howerth,     

W.   S.  Gamble,   

J.  W.  Cooper,   

Owen  R.   Wilt,    

L.  E.  McGinnes,  

I.  C.  M.  Ellenberger,  .. 

J.    F.    Derr,    

Andrew  D.    Endsley,    .. 
Wm.   S.   Robinson,    .... 

John  J.  O'Hara,   

Henry  Pease,    

H.    S.   Fleck,    

Clifford  J.  Scott,  

Robert  T.  Adams,   

Thomas  G.  McCleary,   . 

J.   H.    Reber,    

Addison  L.  Jones,   


Thomas  A.  Dixon,  .. 
James  M.  Coughlin, 
James  L.   Allison,    .. 

Charles  Lose,    

John  J.   Judge,    

Atreus  Wanner,  


Middletown,    1,200 

Milton,    i;800 

Minersville,     1,800 

Monessen,    2^000 

Monongahela  City,   ..  l'800 

Mount    Carmel,    \  1,800 

Nanticoke,     2,400 

New  Brighton,    2,233 

NewCastle,    2,400 

New  Kensington,    ...  2,000 

Glenlyon,    2,000 

Norristown,    2,600 

Siegfried,    1,700 

Oil  City,    J  3,000 

Old  Forge,    1,500 

Olyphant,     j  1,800 

Philadelphia,    !  7,500 

Phoenixville,    !  2,000 

Pittsburgh,    !  9,000 

Pittston,   '  2,100 

Pottstown,     j  1,600 

Pottsville,    !  1,800 

Punxsutawney,     j  1,900 

Wayne,   j  2,600 

Reading,     \  4,000 

Rochester,    i  1,800 

Scranton,     I  5,000 

Shamokin,    2,500 

Sharon,     2,300 

Shenandoah,     2,000 

South    Bethlehem,    ..  1,800 

Steelton,     2,500 

Sunbury,    2,400 

Tamaqua,     ;  1.500 

Tarentum,     i  2,400 

Taylor,    !  1,600 

Throop,     i  1,500 

Titusville,    !  2,250 

Tyrone,     1,500 

Uniontown,     i  3,000 

Warren,    j  2,250 

Washington,  I  2,500 

Waynesboro,    !  1 ,500 

West  Chester,    2,500 

Lost  Creek,    1,380 

Wilkes-Barre,    4,500 

Wilkinsburg,    3,000 

Williamsport,    2,500 

Winton,    1,500 

York,    2,400 
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Written . 
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Adams,    19 

Allegheny ,     22 

Armstrong,     24 

Beaver,     25 

Bedford ,     28 

Berks, 29 

Blair,     34 

Bradford ,     36 

Bucks,     39 

Butler ,    ;  40 

Cambria ,    45 

Cameron ,    47 

Carbon ,    48 

Center,    52 

Chester ,    55 

Clarion ,    , 53 

Clearfield ,     61 

Clinton ,     63 

Columbia ,    65 

Crawford ,    67 

Cumberland ,     69 

Dauphin ,    71 

Delaware ,    73 

Elk,    \\\  75 

Erie,    78 

Fayette ,    81 

Forest,    82 

Franklin,     83 

Fulton ,    85 

Greene ,   87 

Huntingdon ,     89 

Indiana ,    90 

Jefferson ,     92 

Juniata ,    94 

Lackawanna,     , 96 

Lancaster ,     99 

Lawrence,    100 

Lebanon ,    102 

Lehigh,   107 

Luzerne,     108 

(649) 


Statistical . 
Page. 

362 
366 
374 
378 
382 
386 
390 
392 
396 
400 
404 
408 
410 
412 
416 
420 
424 
428 
430 
434 
438 
442 
446 
450 
452 
456 
460 
462 
464 
466 
468 
472 
476 
480 
482 
486 
490 
492 
494 
496 


650 


PUBLIC   INSTRUCTION. 
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Written.     Statistical. 


Page. 


Page . 


Lycoming,    

McKean ,    

Mercer,     

Mifflin,    

Monroe,    

Montgomery,    ... 

Montour,    

Northampton ,     . . 
Northumberland , 

Perry ,    

Pike,    

Potter,    

Schuylkill,     

Snyder,     

Somerset,     

Sullivan,     

Susquehanna,    .. 

Tioga ,    

Union,     

Venango,    

Warren , 

Washington,     ... 

Wayne,     

Westmoreland , 

Wyoming,    

York,     


109 

500 

112 

504 

115 

506 

117 

510 

120 

512 

123 

514 

124 

518 

125 

520 

129 

524 

131 

528 

132 

530 

133 

532 

134 

534 

134 

538 

137 

540 

141 

544 

144 

546 

145 

550 

148 

554 

151 

556 

153 

560 

156 

562 

160 

566 

163 

568 

166 

572 

170 

574 

WRITTEN  REPORTS  OF  DISTRICT  SUPERINTENDENTS. 

Allen  town ,    

Altoona ,     

Ambridge ,     

A  rchbald ,     

Ashland ,   ; 

Bangor ,    

Beaver  Falls ,    

Bethlehem ,    ; 

Braddock ,     

Bradford ,    

Bristol,     

Butler,    

Carbondale ,     

Carlisle,     

Carnegie ,     

Chambersburg ,     

Charleroi ,     

Cheltenham  township  (Montgomery  County) ,    

Chester ,     

Coal    township    (Northumberland    County),    


Page. 
173 
174 
176 
178 
179 
181 
183 
186 
187 
192 
193 
194 
195 
197 
198 
199 
200 
202 
203 
204 


No.  6.                             .                             INDEX.  651 

Page . 

Coatesville,     ■      205 

Columbia ,    206 

Connellsville ,     209 

Conshohocken ,     2C0 

Corry,    211 

Danville,    211 

Darby,    213 

Dickson  City ,    214 

DuBois,    214 

Dunmore ,    215 

Easton, 217 

Erie,    218 

Farrell,     220 

Franklin ,     221 

Greensburg ,    222 

Greenville,     223 

Hanover,     224 

Harrisburg ,    226 

Uazleton ,     228 

Hazle  township   (Luzerne  County) ,    229 

Homestead ,     230 

Huntingdon ,    231 

Jeannette,    232 

Johnstown ,    ...    233 

•Tuuiatn ,    235 

Kane,     236 

Lancaster,     : 241 

Lansford ,     243 

Latrobo,     245 

Lebanon ,     247 

Lewistown ,     249 

Lock  Haven ,    250 

Lower  Merion   (Montgomery  County) ,    252 

McKeesport , 253 

McKees  Rocks ,    257 

Mahanoy    City 258 

Mahanoy  township  (Schuylkill  County),    259 

Mead ville ,   260 

Middletown ,     261 

R tiDon ,    262 

Minersville ,     263 

Monessen,    264 

Monongahela    City ,     265 

Mount  Carmel,  267 

Nantieoke,    267 

New  Brighton ,   268 

New   Castle,    269 

New   Kensington,    270 

Newport  township  (Luzerne  County),    272 

Norristown ,    273 

Northampton ,    27G 

Oil  City,    277 

Old    Forge 278 


286 
288 
290 
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Olyphant,    279 

Philadelphia ,    280 

Phoenixville,    283 

Pittsburgh,     284 

Pittston ,     

Pottstown , 

Potts ville ,    

Punxsutawney ,     291 

Radnor  township  (Delaware  County) ,    293 

Reading,    294 

Rochester,     296 

Scranton,     297 

Shamokin,     300 

Sharon,     301 

Shenandoah ,     303 

South  Bethlehem ,   303 

Steelton,    304 

Sunbury,    

Tamaqua ,    

Tarentum,     309 

Taylor,    310 

Throop,    311 

Titusville,     312 

Tyrone,     313 

Union  town ,     "14 

Warren, 315 

Washington ,    316 

Waynesboro ,    318 

West  Chester,   319 

West  Mahanoy  township  (Schuylkill  County) ,   322 

Wilkes-Barre ,    323 

Wilkinsburg, 329 

Williamsport,    331 
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